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Abstract 

With the transition from traditional media to the era of social media, social media platforms have started 
to occupy a significant place in our lives. Popular culture, which has started to emerge in social media channels, 
affects society from different perspectives. In particular, the increase and widespread use of social media in 
recent years has created sociological and psychological changes in society. These changes are also reflected in 
parent-child relationships. Today, parents share their children and their special moments on social media 
platforms. The reflection of this situation on the legal world was inevitable. This study was prepared based on 
the right of custody to examine the rights of children whose digital footprints were created by their parents at 
an early age. To better understand the subject, firstly, the concept of sharenting and its reasons are explained. 
Then, the negative effects of the act of sharing on children were examined. In the study, the legal dimension of 
parents' publishing their children's private lives on social media has been examined by considering national 
legislation. 
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Extended Abstract 

Social media has left its mark on the whole world in the 21st century. It has influenced every 
field from social life to education, from health to economy. It only takes a few seconds for a social 
media user to interact with other users. The easy accessibility of technological devices and social 
media causes social and legal problems. The negative effects of social media can be reduced by the 
cooperation of many professionals, especially lawyers, social scientists, sociologists and 
psychologists. 

Social media has led to the emergence of new types of crimes by enabling many crimes to be 
easily transferred to the online environment. Users are faced with many types of crimes such as 
insults, threats, violation of privacy, use of personal data, and fraud on social media. In addition, the 
unconscious use of social media causes social and family corruption. Because of the most important 
condition of keeping up with innovations in education. In these platforms, where it is possible to 
earn income in many different ways, users need to have information about their rights and 
responsibilities in the IT world. The study has been prepared to emphasize the legal  

Today, many parents actively use social media. Parents share their children's private images 
and videos on their social media accounts, sometimes emotionally and sometimes out of concern for 

identities for their children even before they are born. Lawyers have an important duty to protect 
children from the harms of the digital world, every moment of which is reflected on social media 
platforms by their parents, such as their birth moments, toilet training, special days and holiday 
photos. 

Legal norms must be dynamic to be effective and valid in the face of social needs and 
technological developments. However, a certain time is needed for technological developments to 
enter the lives of individuals and for protective and preventive measures to be taken. For this reason, 
sharenting, which is a very new concept for Turkey and increasing rapidly, could not be evaluated 
separately in the legislation. However, with the relevant provisions of many legal regulations, 
especially the Constitution, Turkish Civil Code, Turkish Penal Code, Child Protection Law, Personal 
Data Protection Law, Regulation of Publications Made on the Internet and the Law on Combating 
Crimes Committed Through These Publications, children are tried to be protected from the harms 
of the virtual world. 

The first thing to consider when evaluating the sharenting action is the quality of the shares. 
Every sharing of parents about their children is not included in this concept. While evaluating the 
sharenting action, the purpose, quality and frequency of the sharing should be considered. Sharing 
that causes the Sharenting may violate the personality rights of the minor. The child's best interests 
and the limits of the parent's right of custody may come into conflict. While it violates the privacy 
of the child's private life, it also causes damage to the concept of privacy. In addition, considering 
the difficulty of eliminating the data in the virtual environment, the minor's right to be forgotten is 
also violated. 

Users who make their parenting status a profession share their children's private moments on 
their public social media accounts without privacy settings. There are even parents who advertise to 
reach more followers. Children can be exposed to hurtful and destructive criticism on social media 
platforms that can be accessed even with fake profiles. This situation leaves children vulnerable to 
pedophiles in the virtual environment. This situation creates problems in terms of children's 
development and psychology. 

To protect children, it is necessary to inform parents that even sharing in good faith can lead 
to dangerous consequences in the virtual environment. The awareness level of society should be 
increased through traditional media and new media. Judicial protection should be applied effectively 



  
 

Külliye 
Cilt/Volume: 3  Say /Issue: 2  2022 

167 

by preparing special legal and penal regulations on the subject. This study, it is aimed to contribute 
to the legal literature by examining the act of sharing in the Turkish legal system. The study also 
expands the academic knowledge by emphasizing the legal dimension of the harms of sharenting 
and giving information about the rights and responsibilities of the users. The findings will help to 
improve the Turkish legal system within the scope of the development and protection of children.  
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