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Introduction
The victory of the Scottish National 
Party (SNP) after the election held in 
May poses questions for the U.K and 
for another old acquaintance: the EU. 
Since Nicola Sturgeon and Scottish 
Greens are determined to move Scot-
land back to the Union, substantial 
issues are waiting to be solved, such 
as the third requirement of Copen-
hagen Criteria and potential border 
adjustments. However, before mov-
ing on with the accession process, the 
principal hurdle SNP is confronting is 
the second independence vote which 
the UK has -so far- succeeded to re-
sist.  Hence, while the UK is trying to 
protect the integrity of the Kingdom, 
Sturgeon is seeking the perfect time 
to bring citizens to the ballot boxes. 
If both parties reach a consensus with 
regards to the future of Scotland, this 
also amounts to the zero-sum game in 
which one will consolidate the pow-
er she maintained, whereas the other 
will lose her credibility. Although Bo-
ris Johnson is ardently against such a 

referendum and is afraid of a similar 
trend that might occur in Northern 
Ireland, considering the potential 
triggering effect that may come off 
on the pro-independence movement, 
sometimes it is better to let it happen 
and hope for the best. 
No Easy Way to Say Goodbye
Brexit was a break-up of a member 
who was never fully in. With over 
two thousand pages, both sides tried 
to prevent any possible train crash 
rather than designating the future 
of the partnership. In contrast to all 
the efforts for building a stable atmo-
sphere, each side sometimes violated 
the agreement (for instance; the UK’s 
bid for extending the grace period 
and the EU’s attempt in undermining 
the peace process in Northern Ireland 
by triggering Article 16). Given the 
fact that the end of fifty years of mem-
bership turned into medieval torture, 
it will not be easy for Scotland which 
has been a part of Britain for 314 years.
Scotland already functions as a 
semi-independent state within the 
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United Kingdom after legislative 
powers were given to Edinburgh in 
1998 and followed up by more devo-
lution of powers with the Scotland 
Act 2012 (Halls, 2012). Even though, 
the win for the “no” camp in 2014 
independence referendum was a de-
cisive blow to the pro-independence 
movement, Alex Salmond was right 
at one thing: the rise of SNP put a 
scare of enormous proportions at the 
heart of Westminster establishment. 
After all, in 2014, almost half of the 
population supported independence 
compared to 33 percent in early 2010s. 
(Ball, 2014). Although the worry over 
Scotland’s economic well-being in the 
possibility of independence cultivat-
ed more support for the anti-indepen-
dence camp, Brexit and Nicola Stur-
geon’s impressive management of the 
pandemic increased the support for 
the independence camp.
Though, polls before the election 
were indicating that the support 
for the SNP had been falling- albeit, 
from previously high levels, the par-
ty reached its fourth consecutive vic-
tory last month by winning 64 seats 
in the parliament - one more than 
in the 2016 election. Yet, it could not 
manage to secure knife-edge majority 
as the polls predicted. Scottish labor 
took 22 seats which is two down from 
the 2016 election results. The results 
denote that the Labor continues to be 
on the edge and its place is being tak-
en down by the SNP and the Scottish 
Greens.  Even though the party man-
aged to become a party of Scotland 
during 1970s and 1990s by combin-

ing Scottish trade unions to fight for 
Scottish interests against Westminster 
and by achieving the greatest aim of 
Scotland: Holyrood, the mounting 
unpopularity of Tony Blair in London 
and the party’s choice to stand behind 
Westminster, made the SNP tempting 
for the working-class. Consequently, 
SNP became Scotland’s voice and an 
effective force against England.
Now, the SNP is waiting to hold an-
other referendum for independence 
as soon as the COVID-19 crisis is over, 
but the Scots are currently split on 
this issue. According to a September 
analysis of recent polls, while more 
than 70 percent of Scots under the age 
of 35 think that Scotland should be in-
dependent, asset-owning older Scots 
strongly opposed the idea by stating 
that economic turmoil it might entail 
(Maxwell, 2021). In the meantime, the 
Conservatives, Lib Dems, and Labor 
have all opposed the plebiscite, ex-
pressing that Scotland’s focus should 
be on recovery from COVID-19. 
Moreover, Boris Johnson already 
suggested that another referendum 
should not be held for about decades.  
However, the constitutional union 
depends on the consent of the gov-
erned. If Mr. Johnson insists on not 
granting a fresh vote, it also means 
turning a voluntary union into a com-
pulsory one as Ciaran Martin indicat-
ed in his recent analysis, which most 
likely will increase the support for the 
breakaway (Martin, 2021).
It is incontrovertible that a victory 
in a second referendum would lead 
Scotland to a chaos similar to the one 
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which the U.K confronted in 2016.  
There are some technical and legal 
challenges analogic with Brexit for 
instance; access to fishing waters, 
the right to study and to work in one 
another’s territory and separating as-
sets. Furthermore, unlike Brexit, Scot-
land needs to determine the future of 
oil and gas reserves and the fate of 
nuclear weapons. Considering Scot-
land and Britain are more interwo-
ven than the U.K was into the EU; the 
SNP should seek a way to avoid the 
trauma that the U.K experienced.
Could Scotland End Up Back in 
the EU?
It is irrefutable that the Scots are more 
Europhile than the English, given 
that they voted 62% to 38% in favor 
of remaining in the EU. Before Brexit, 
a doctor in Dundee could easily iden-
tify herself as European, British, or 
Scottish at the same time and had the 
liberty to work in Barcelona as they 
did in Birmingham. Brexit took away 
the right of freedom of movement 
from the Scots along with the Eras-
mus program -which is significantly 
popular among Scottish students -de-
spite the fact that they voted against 
it. The SNP, on the other hand, em-
phasized the importance of continu-
ing EU membership during the first 

referendum, and now expresses its 
desire to return to the EU. This result-
ed in the worry over whether inde-
pendent Scotland should reapply to 
the EU and how the EU would treat 
such an application.
In legal terms, as Barroso’s letter – 
which is now known as the Barroso 
Doctrine- to Lord Tugendhat con-
firmed that since Scotland became 
third country to the EU, she must 
apply to join to the EU under Arti-
cle 49 TEU1. Although, it was debat-
ed during the 2014 referendum that 
whether Scotland should join the 
Union by amending the EU treaties 
under Article 48 TEU2, after Brexit, 
such internal enlargement became 
impossible. (Salamone, 2020) Howev-
er, Scotland was a part of the Union 
for nearly five decades, and it has a 
stable, advanced democracy and a 
functioning free-market economy, 
thus there is no doubt that it will 
meet the political and economic re-
quirements of Copenhagen Criteria. 
The main focal point of Scotland after 
gaining independence would be to 
show the administrative and institu-

1  Article 49 TEU: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/le-
gal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A12016M049

2  Article 48 TEU: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/le-
gal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A12008M048
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tional capacity to perform the respon-
sibilities of the membership. Even 
though there is a waiting line with re-
gards to the Western Balkan Enlarge-
ment, scholars such as Kirsty Hughes 
and Tobias Lock stated that consider-
ing Scotland meets all the EU’s acquis 
ranging from Single Market to Com-
mon Foreign and Security Policy and 
Customs Union, the accession pro-
cess might be completed within 3 or 
4 years. (Hughes & Lock, 2017) Also, 
Brussels expert Anthony Salamone 
suggests that when Scotland becomes 
a member of the EU, it would be el-
igible to be represented by 14 MEPs 
in the European Parliament similar 
to Denmark, Finland, and Slovakia 
(Nutt, 2020).
Despite all the goodwill, Scotland 
needs to overcome the difficulties 
with respect to the currency, staying 
in the Common Travel Area with rest 
of the UK and taking approval from 
all the EU member states. Firstly, in 
contrast to pro-European sentiment 
over the country, the Scots show little 
enthusiasm for joining the Eurozone. 
If Edinburgh is keen to introduce its 
own currency, it must be able to run 
a stability-oriented monetary poli-
cy. Given that the new currency of 
Scotland will have little credibility 
compared to the Pound or the Euro, 
the chances of imported inflation in 
Scotland are extremely high. Anoth-
er option would be to continue cur-
rency union with the U.K. However, 
during the 2014 campaign on indyref, 
Scotland’s desire in this regard was 
immediately refused by Westminster. 

The final option, although it is not fa-
vorable among new member states, is 
joining the Eurozone. However, to be-
come a part of the Eurozone, member 
states should have their national cur-
rency that has a stable exchange rate 
against Euro at least for two years. As 
it turns out, Scotland will face obsta-
cles of currency alternatives, at least 
at first.
Secondly, there is no doubt that Scot-
land’s choice will be opting out of the 
Schengen area and remaining within 
the CTA considering the economic 
and the political reasons as well as 
the cultural ties. It is unlikely for the 
EU to make opting out of Schengen a 
troublesome experience for Scotland. 
In this regard, Scotland most probably 
needs to come to an agreement about 
CTA by receiving approval from the 
UK and the Republic of Ireland. Once 
the consensus has been reached, a 
similar provision that of Ireland/ ROI 
would need to be settled for Scotland. 
(Nyatanga, 2021)
Lastly, being a part of the EU requires 
the consent of all members which 
will not be easy, given that some of 
the member states-namely Spain- are 
struggling with independence move-
ments at home. Spain meticulously 
refrained from threatening Scotland 
that it would block such accession 
during 2014 and shows no sign of 
doing so this time around. The main 
condition of Spain in this regard that 
Edinburgh must follow the member-
ship path like other candidate coun-
tries by ticking the boxes of mem-
bership without any privileges or 
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any fast-track processes. Seemingly, 
Madrid would not veto Scotland’s 
membership, as long as the Scots en-
sure that the secession will happen le-
gally under the U.K law and will not 
be declared one-sided as Catalonia’s 
regional government did in 2017. 
(Burchard, 2021) 
To sum up, when Scotland is to pre-
pare itself for another plebiscite, it is 
a crystal-clear fact that it first needs 
to overcome family matters with the 
rest of the UK and then demonstrate 
its interests in joining the EU.
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