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Remarks on Vowels and Consonants in Kurmanji

Kurmancideki Unlii ve Unsiizler
Uzerine Bir Ka¢ Not

Oz

Bu ¢alisma, Tiirkiye’nin Mus ilinde konusulmakta olan Kurmanci Kiirtgesindeki {inlii ve
tinsiiz sesler iizerine bir kag 6nemli not diiserek Kurmancinin lehge/diyalekt caligmalarina
katki sunmay1 hedeflemektedir. Bu makalede sesletim ¢alismasi 1s1¢inda Kurmanci’de su
ana kadar hic belirtilmemis farkli seslerin oldugu tartisilacaktir. Mus Kurmancisindeki tinlii
ve iinsiiz sesleri arastirarak iki yeni nokta iddia edilmektedir; (i) standart Kiirtce yazi dilinde
sekiz iinlii harf kullanilmasina ragmen bu harfler Mus Kurmancisinde on tinlii sese kargilik
gelmektedir ve (ii) bu dilde /k"/, Ig%/, Ix¥/ ve [q“/ gibi dudaksil {insiizlerin varligi
saptanmigtir.

Anahtar Kelimeler

Kurmanci, Unliiler ve Unsiizler, Sesletim (bogumlama), Alfabe

1. INTRODUCTION

Kurdish is classified as a member of the Western/Northwestern Iranian branch of
Indo-European languages.! The Northern Group, which is also called as Kurmaniji,
is the largest group of Kurdish dialects in terms of the number of speakers, and it
is mostly spoken especially in Turkey as well as comprising speakers live in North
Iraq, parts of Syria, Iran and the ex-Soviet as stated by Bedirxan and Lescot (1997).
Akin (2006) discusses that Kurdish was written exclusively in Arabic alphabet
until the 1930s, but especially after the First World War, some scholars mentioned
the inadequacy of the Arabic scripts for Kurdish and some attempts were made to
adopt the Latin scripts for this language. For instance, Celadet Bedirxan with
Siireyya and Kamuran Bedirxan developed a new alphabet with Latin scripts for
Kurdish in 1931 and introduced its final form in the columns of the journal Hawar
published in Damascus.? In the Latin alphabet posited by Bedirxan for Kurmanji,
there are thirty one letters; eight for vowels <a, o, 1, 1, €, e, i, u > and twenty-three
for consonants <b, ¢, ¢, d, f, g, h,j,k, L m,n,p,q, 1,0t V,W,X,Y,z>

This study presents the vowels and consonants used in spoken Mus Kurmanji, and
it discusses how much the phonological system of this Kurmanji variety is
represented in the standard Kurdish alphabet. It should be noted that in the latest
version of this alphabet with thirty-one letters, the distinction between some
sounds (e.g. the aspirated vs. unaspirated voiceless stops like /p/ and /p"/ or flap
/t/ and thrill /r/) are not represented although they are preserved in the spoken
language.
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The data used in this study constitute individual words taken from three Kurmanji
dictionaries; Ferhenga Khurdi-Tirki by Anter (1967), Ferheng by izoli (1992) and
Ferhenge Zimane by Alptekin (2003). The phonetic transcription of vowels and
consonants in these words is done via International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) based
on the pronunciation of seven native speakers of Kurmanji living in Mus province
in Turkey. Mus, located in the eastern part of Turkey, is one of the ethnically
diverse cities where people from different ethnic groups such as Kurmancs, Turks,
Armenians, Zazas, Arabs and Cherkess live as mentioned by Yuca (2011).
According to the tentative classification of Kurmanji-internal variation into major
regional dialects made by Opengin and Haig (2014), Mus stands in the Northern
dialect region (NK) where Serhed Kurdish variety is spoken. Their study is
considerably important in terms of discussing the systematic lexical, phonological
and morphosyntactic differences observed in Kurmanji spoken in different parts
of Turkey. The current study in a sense is an attempt to delve into the phonological
properties of the Northern dialect region in the context of Mus by providing the
whole sound system of Kurmanji spoken here. This in turn will be a contribution
to the dialectology studies of Kurdish in broader sense. Although the phonetic
forms of the Kurmanji words in this article reflect Mus Kurmanji norms, it should
be noted that most of them are also shared by other Kurmaniji dialects.®

The organization of the paper is as follows: The second section presents the vowels
in Kurmanji through the relevant literature and discusses that Mus Kurmanji has
ten vocalic sounds. Likewise, the third section reviews some certain consonants in
this language and argues that there are some consonantal sounds which are not
mentioned so far. Finally, concluding remarks and the points requiring further
attention are presented in the last section.

2. VOWELS IN KURMANJI KURDISH

This section briefly presents vowels used in Kurmanji orthography with relevant
data and provides their pronunciation with IPA equivalents of them. As mentioned
before, there are eight letters for vowels in Kurmanji orthography; < a, o, 1, 1, €, e,
0, u>. The general view is to make a basic eight-vowel contrast for this language
with a distinction between length (long/short) and height of vowels with three
degrees of height. The following tables illustrate the vowel system of Kurmanji
proposed by Bedir Xan (1989), Blau (1989) and Bali (1992).

Table 1. Vowel system of Kurmanji by Bedir Xan (1989)

Long vowels: <, &, 1,o0,a>
Short vowels: <e, i, u>

Table 2. Vowel system of Kurmanji by Blau (1989)

Long vowels:  <i, ¢, 4, o, a>
Short vowels: <a, i, u>
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Table 3. Vowel system of Kurmanji by Bali (1992)

Long vowels: <, &, 10, o>
Short vowels:  <e, a, 1, U>

They agreed on the number of the vowels and mostly on their length despite some
differences. In contrast to Bedir Xan and Bali, Blau did not differentiate [e] sound
in terms of length. Blau’s vowel system is a bit different because she also posited
a length distinction for [a] sound, thus there are one short [a] and one long [a:].
Most probably this difference stems from the symbolization they used and also
from regional varieties. In their study, Haig and Opengin (2015) also proposes that
the basic vowel system of Kurmanji consists of eight vowels; five long (full) and
three short (weak) vowels:

Table 4. Vowel system of Kurmanji by Haig and Opengin (2015)

Long vowels: <a>/al , <> lil, <é>/e/, <o> /ol , <> /u/
Short vowels:  <e>/&/, <u> [ul, <i> /il

In their dialectology study, however, Opengin and Haig (2014) already mention
that some vowels display dialectal variation such as the front high rounded vowel
[y] (like the vocalic sound in Turkish word giil ‘rose’) which exists in the
Southeastern dialect region in contrast to other Kurmanji dialects. This study
shows that there are indeed ten vocalic sounds in Mus Kurmanji because there are
more than one short /e/ or /&/ and /u/ sounds, respectively.

All the vocalic sounds of Kurmanji are provided through their IPA equivalents
with the relevant data below. This study mostly agrees with the assumptions of
other studies (Bedir Xan, 1989; Blau, 1989; Bali, 1992; Bedirxan and Lescot,
1997; Thackston 2006; Haig and Opengin, 2015) on the six vowels namely /a, o,
i, u, e, i/ but it says more on the other two vowels which are known as short /e/ and
short /u/. Below, the letters used for vowels in standard Kurdish orthography are
written in bold on the left and then their phonetic description and IPA symbol are
provided.

a is like the ‘a’ sound in English word father and its IPA symbol is /a/.
Some examples are given in (1).

(1) av [av] ‘water’ dar [dar] ‘tree’
sahi [fahi] ‘happiness’  ciran [dziran]  ‘meighbor’
0 corresponds to ‘0’ sound in Turkish word yol ‘road’ and its IPA symbol is /o/.
Some words with this sound are provided in (2).

(2) doz [doz] ‘case, cause’  por [p"or] ‘hair’
ronahi  [ronahi] ‘light’ zarok  [zarok] = ‘child’

is like i' sound in English word heed and its IPA symbol is /i/. (3) illustrates
some words with this.

-
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(3) sir [sir] ‘garlic’ iro [iro] ‘today’
jiyan [jiyan] ‘life’ Kurdi  [K'ordi]  ‘Kurdish’

is close to ‘1> sound in Turkish word kiz ‘girl’ but it is more central than the

vowel in kiz and its IPA symbol is /i/. Some examples are given in (4).

(4) pirs [pirs] ‘question’ dims [dims] ‘pekmez’
hirg [hirtf] ‘bear’ gotin [gotin] ‘saying’

is like ‘e’ sound in English word bait and its IPA symbol is /e/. Below are

some examples with this sound (5).

(5) hék [hek] ‘egg’ évar [evar] ‘evening’
pénci  [pend3i]  fifty’ tené [thene] ‘alone’

denotes to different sounds in Kurmanji. It is like ‘@’ sound in English word
had in some words (6a) and its IPA symbol is /e&e/ whereas in some others it is
pronounced as ‘e’ sound in English word bet (6b) whose IPA symbol is /¢/.

(6a) dew [dew] ‘ayran’ germ [germ]  ‘hot’
fersend [fersaend] ‘opportunity’ hezar  [hazar]  ‘thousand’

(6b) genim  [genim] ‘Wheat’ sed [sed] ‘hundred’
yek [ek] ‘one’ em [em] ‘we’

is like the ‘u” sound in English word boot and its IPA symbol is /u/. Some
words containing this sound are given in (7).

(7) dar [dur] ‘far’ gz [guz] ‘walnut’
clitin [d3utin] ‘to chew’ sir [Jur] ‘sword’

corresponds to two different sounds. | found out that in some words it is like
the sound in English word put, the IPA symbol of which is /u/ (8a). In some
other words, it is pronounced as the sound in English word bird, IPA symbol
of which is /o/ (8b).

(8a) Kurd [kMord] ‘Kurdish’ huner  [huner] ‘talent’
kursi [kMorsi] ‘chair’

(8b) cuda [d3ada] ‘separate’ du [ds] ‘two’
muzik  [mozik"]  ‘music’ tune [t"one] ‘not exist’

However, the articulation data shows that some words written with ‘u’ letter in
Kurmanji orthography in fact contain neither /u/ nor /o/ sound but rather the vowel
in those words is certainly the /i/ sound that we hear in Kurmanji word dims
‘pekmez’. Moreover, in all these words this vowel is preceded either by a labio-
velar stop/fricative [k¥, g*, x¥] or a labio-uvular stop /g"/. It seems that the labial
feature in these consonants spreads into the following vowel /#/ and it sounds like
a labial vowel (9). Note that in Kurmanji orthography, labio-velar stops/fricative
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and labio-uvular stop do not have any distinct letter yet they are all indicated with
the letters k, g, x, g, respectively.

9) gul [g™il] ‘rose’
kul [k"il] ‘worry, grief’
xurt [x%irt] ‘fat’
qul [g™il] ‘hole’

The existence of such labial sounds implies that Kurmanji has labial counterparts
of velar stops, velar fricative and uvular stop. The next section deals with this issue
in detail.

It should be noted that Mus Kurmanji does not have front rounded vowel /y/. Of
course the absence of this sound in Mus Kurmanji and even the absence of <ii>
letter in Kurmanji orthography does not mean that other Kurmanji dialects do not
have this sound, either. As mentioned by Opengin and Haig (2014) in contrast to
Northern dialect region (e.g., Mus), /u/ is fronted into /y/ (i sound in Turkish giil
‘rose’) in Southeastern dialect region (e.g., Hakkari). For instance, the word diir
“far’ is pronounced with a back vowel in Mus Kurmanji as [dur] while it is said
with its front counterpart in Hakkari as [dyr].

In sum, although most studies agree that the vowel inventory of Kurmanji consists
of eight vocalic sounds and also there are eight letters for Kurmanji vowels <a, o,
i, u, 1, i, &, e> in the alphabet, I have shown that Mus Kurmanji has indeed ten
vocalic sounds; /a, o, u, U, 3, e, €, 2, i, i/. Therefore, eight vowels in orthography
correspond to ten vowels in the spoken form of Mus Kurmanji. The vowels in Mus
Kurmaniji are provided in the table below (the vowels corresponding to more than
one sound are put together):

Table 5. The phonetic equivalents of the vowels in Mus Kurmanji

Letter IPA Symbols  Phonetic Description

a [a] open, back, unrounded vowel

0 [0] close-mid, back, rounded vowel

i [i] close, front, unrounded vowel

i [i] short, central, unrounded vowel

a [u] close, back, rounded vowel

u [0] near-close, slightly centralized rounded vowel
[] mid central unrounded vowel

é [e] close-mid, front, unrounded vowel

e [] near-open, front, unrounded vowel
[€] open-mid, front, unrounded vowel
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3. CONSONANTS IN KURMANJI KURDISH

3.1

Aspirated vs. Unaspirated Consonants in Kurmanji

As it is mentioned in earlier studies such as Blau (1989), Ozsoy and Tiirkyilmaz
(2006), Thackston (2006), Opengin and Haig (2014), the stops and affricates in
Kurmanji exhibit a three-way contrast between aspirated and unaspirated voiceless
stop and a voiced stop, e.g., aspirated voiceless velar stop /k"/, unaspirated
voiceless velar stop /k/ and voiced velar stop /g/. It has been observed that
aspiration also makes a distinction in Mug Kurmanji. Aspirated and unaspirated
voiceless consonants are exemplified below:

p

conforms to two different sounds in Kurmanji. The first one is like the
aspirated voiceless bilabial stop in English word put and its IPA symbol is
/p". The second sound it corresponds to is the unaspirated bilabial stop as
in English word spoon and the IPA symbol we suggest is /p/. The relevant
examples are provided in (10a/b).

(10a)  pal [phal] ‘hill, slope’  pel [phel] ‘leaf”
pir [p"ir] very, alot’ pls  [p'uf] ‘bush’

(10b)  pas [paf] ‘back’ péng  [pent/] ‘back’
pir [pir] ‘old woman’  pung [pon] ‘pennyroyal’

is like the aspirated voiceless alveo-dental stop in English word till and its
IPA symbol is /t"/, (11a). It is also pronounced as an unaspirated voiceless
alveo-dental stop (even more back than it in some words) /t/ as illustrated in
(11b).

(11a)  test [teft]  ‘basin’ tér [ther] full’
ti [thi] ‘thirsty’ tor [thor] ‘net’
(11b) tam [tam] ‘taste’ ter [teer] ‘raw’
tir [tir] ‘dense’ thj [tuz] ‘hot’

in (12a) is like the aspirated velar stop as in English kill and its IPA symbol
is /k"/. On the other hand, in examples (12b) it is pronounced as the
unaspirated velar sound in English skill but it is even more back than this
sound, and its IPA symbol is /k/.

(12a)  ker [Kar] ‘donkey’ kar [K"ur] ‘deep’
kér [k"er] ‘knife’ kal [K"al] ‘unripe’

(12b)  ker [keer] ‘deaf” kor [kor] ‘blind’
kér [ker] ‘useful’ kal [kal] ‘old man’

is like the aspirated voiceless palatal affricate in English word change and
its IPA symbol is /t/"/. However, in some words, it is pronounced as
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unaspirated voiceless palatal affricate, even more back than that and the IPA
symbol is /tf/. Relevant examples for both sounds are in (13a/b).

(13a) car [t/har] ‘four’ cend [tf'end] ‘how many’
¢il [t/"il] ‘forty’ ¢lin [t/"un] ‘to go’

(13b)  ¢ep [tfep] ‘reverse’ cerm [tfeerm]  ‘skin’
cil [t/3] ‘rapacious’  ¢lr [tfur] ‘blond’

In this sense, there is no way to mark the phonemic distinction carried by aspirated
sounds in some words such as ker ‘donkey” and ker ‘deaf” (<k> letter) or # ‘thirsty’
and tir ‘deep, dense’ (<t> letter) in Kurmanji orthography. The person should
know the word itself otherwise the mispronunciation of words changes the
meaning of the word or makes it sound odd.

This study further claims that there is a set of labial consonants in Mus Kurmanyji,
as well, which in turn makes another way of distinction in the sound system of this
variety.

3.2. Labial Consonants in Kurmanji

The articulation data shows that some words written with <u> in orthography in
fact do not contain either /u/ or /o/ sound but rather the vowel in those words
certainly sounds like /i/ that we hear in the word dims ‘pekmez’. Therefore, I
propose that the labial feature that we perceive in those words do not come from
the vowel but it spreads from the consonant itself. Hence there are labial
consonants in Kurmanji. In contrast to previous studies, the current study argues
that in addition to aspiration, labiality also makes a distinction among consonantal
sounds.

k inaddition to aspirated /k"/ and its unaspirated /k/ correspondents, there is a
labio-velar voiceless /k%/ sound in the following words.

(14c)  kur [k%ir] ‘son’ kurmi [K"irmi] ‘itchy’
kul [k™il] ‘worry’ kustin  [K"iftin] ‘to kill’

corresponds to voiced velar stop as in English word gill, /g/ whereas in (15b)
itis a labio-velar voiced consonant /g“/ as mentioned in the previous section.

(15a) gav [gav] ‘step’ gel [geel] folk’
gir [gir] ‘big, huge’  gost [goft] ‘meat’
(15b) qul [g"il] ‘rose’ gustilk  [g“istilk]  ‘ring’
gund  [g"ind] village’ gur [g¥ir] ‘wolf”
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q corresponds to two different sounds in Kurmanyji. It is like ‘qaf (3)’ sound in
Arabic — voiceless uvular stop and its IPA symbol is /g/ as illustrated with
words in (16a). It also sounds as a labio-uvular sound whose IPA symbol |
suggest is /q"/, (16b).

(16a) qet [qeet] ‘piece’ qels [qzlf] ‘torn’
qog [qot[] ‘wood’ qir [qir ] ‘asphalt’

(16b) qul [g"il] ‘hole’ qunc [q%ind3]  ‘nook’
qurre  [q%er:g] ‘bigheaded’ qupge  [q%iptfe]  ‘button’

X

denotes to two different sounds; one is voiceless velar fricative /x/ whereas
the other one is its labial counterpart /x"/. Relevant examples for both sounds
are given in (17a/b).

(17a) xal [xal] ‘uncle’ Xew [xeew] ‘sleep’

xizar  [xizar] ‘saw xér [xer] ‘charity’

(17b) xurme [XYirme]  ‘betel nut’  xulam  [x“ilam] ‘slave’
Xurg [X%irt/h]  ‘kit bag’ xurt [XWirt] ‘fat

Although, there are words written by <xw> letters in Kurmanji (which is
considered to be a diphthong), I do not find any word in which <xw> precedes ‘u’,
but instead <xw> is generally followed by an unrounded vowel such as /q, i, 1, &/
as in the words xwarin ‘to eat’, xwe ‘self’, xwin ‘blood’, and xwisk ‘sister’. I
propose that the initial sound in words like xurme ‘betel nut’, xulam ‘slave’, xur¢
kit bag’, xurt ‘fat, etc.’ is totally like the sound represented by ‘xw’ in Kurmanji
orthography because the labial sound that we hear in these words does not come
from the vowel but in fact it is consonant-inherent. Therefore, the phonetic form
of the <x> in those words is in fact equal to phonetic form of <xw> and it is labio-
velar voiceless fricative /x"/.

It should be pointed out that the tentative articulation experiment done with the
students in the Kurdish Language and Literature Department (who come from
different Kurmanji dialect regions in Turkey) at Mus Alparslan University showed
that these labial consonantal sounds exist in other Kurmanji dialects, which
implies that the labial consonantal sounds are a part of Kurmanji phonology in
general. However, more detailed dialectal studies are necessary to make a stronger
claim on the existence of these sounds, thus this issue is left for further studies at
this point.

3.3. Other Three Consonants: <h> and <r>

In addition to the consonants discussed so far, Mus Kurmanji also makes a
distinction between two different /h/ and /r/ sounds, respectively:
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h stands for two different sounds; it is like the glottal fricative in English word
hill and its IPA symbol is /h/ in (18a). In some words, on the other hand, it
is pronounced as the ¢ sound in Arabic as illustrated in (18b). The IPA
symbol for it is the voiceless pharyngeal fricative /h/.

(18a)  har [har] ‘irritable’ her [heer] ‘every’
hir [hur] ‘small’ his [hif] ‘mind’

(18b)  hest [heeft] ‘eight’ behr  [bahr] ‘sea’
hevsi [hav(i] ‘sheep pen’  heb [heb] ‘piece’

r has two different alveolar correspondents in this variety (also other dialects).
The one is flap /c/ as illustrated in (19a). Thackston (2006) states that this
sound does not appear word initially, which is borne out in our articulation
data, as well. The other one is thrill /r/ (19b).

(19a) pir [pir] ‘bridge’ giran [giran]  ‘heavy’
(19b)  pir [pir] ‘much’ ré [re] ‘road, way’
kér [kher] ‘knife’ tari [tari] ‘dark’

As alast note, we should mention that the voiced pharyngeal fricative (‘ayn’ sound
in Arabic) is quite common in Mus Kurmanji. Kurmanji dictionaries use the
diacritic () before ‘e’ to indicate the Arabic ‘ayn’ (¢) sound as illustrated in (20).
This sound is totally similar to ‘ayn’ sound in Arabic, which is considered to be a
voiced pharyngeal fricative /S/.

(20)  ‘erebe [Srabe] ‘car’ ‘ezman [Szman] ‘sky’
‘el [€1i] ‘Ali’ ‘erd [Crd] ‘ground’

The results show that there are thirty-three consonantal sounds in Mus Kurmanyji,
in other words, the 23 consonant letters used in Kurmanji orthography correspond
to 33 consonantal sounds in this dialect (Northern dialect region). If we also add
the pharyngeal fricative sound /S/ that the vowel <’> corresponds to in some words
(see the examples in (20)), Mus Kurmanji has 34 consonantal sounds. All the
consonantal sounds are provided with their IPA symbols and relevant examples in
the following table.

Table 6. Consonants in Mug Kurmanji

Letter IPA Phonetic Description Example
b [b] bilabial voiced stop baran ‘rain’
o [d3] palatal voiced affricate cutin - ‘to chew’
[t palatal voiceless unaspirated affricate ¢erm  ‘skin’
[tM palatal voiceless aspirated affricate ¢il “forty’
[d] alveo-dental voiced stop diran  ‘tooth’
f [f] labiodental voiceless fricative firotin  ‘to sell’
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g [9] velar voiced stop giran  ‘heavy’
[9"] labio-velar voiced stop gul ‘rose’
h [h] glottal fricative hatin ~ ‘to come’
[h] pharyngeal fricative hezar  ‘thousand’
j [3] post-alveolar voiced fricative jin ‘woman’
k [K] velar voiceless unaspirated stop ker ‘deaf’
kM velar voiceless aspirated stop kér ‘knife’
[k"] labio-velar voiceless stop kur ‘son’
q [a] uvular voiceless stop get ‘never’
[9"] labio-uvular voiceless stop qurre ‘bigheaded’
| ] alveo-dental lateral lév ‘lip’
m [m] bilabial nasal stop mezin  ‘big’
n [n] alveo-dental nasal stop nan ‘bread’
r [r] alveolar trill pir ‘much’
[c] alveolar flap pir ‘bridge’
p [p] bilabial voiceless unaspirated stop pir ‘old’
[p" bilabial voiceless aspirated stop pel ‘leaf’
S [s] alveolar voiceless fricative sar ‘cold’
$ 1 post-alveolar voiceless fricative sér ‘lion’
t [t] alveo-dental voiceless unaspirated stop tazi ‘naked’
[t alveo-dental voiceless aspirated stop tér “full’
Y [V] labiodental voiced fricative vala  ‘empty’
y [] palatal approximant yek ‘one’
w [w] bilabial approximant welat  ‘homeland’
z [2] alveolar voiced fricative zelal  ‘clear’
X [X] velar voiceless fricative xew  ‘sleep’
xixw  [x"] labio-velar voiceless fricative xwes  ‘nice’
xurt “fat’
’ [€] voiced pharyngeal fricative ‘erd  ‘ground’

4. CONCLUSION

This study was an attempt to investigate the vowels and consonants in Mus
Kurmanji (Northern dialect region) presenting their distinctive phonemic features
based on the articulation data elicited in the Mus. It has also mentioned that the
letters used in the Kurmanji orthography do not represent the whole sounds in Mus
Kurmanji. It has been showed that the thirty-one letters (eight for vowels and
twenty-three for consonants) in the Kurmanji alphabet correspond to forty-four
sounds in Mus Kurmanyji. It has been asserted that <e> and <u> vowels correspond
to more than one sound in this dialect such that <e> may denote to /¢/ and /e/ and
likewise <u> may sound as /v/, /o/ and /i/. Most importantly, it has been proposed
that there are also four labial consonantal sounds like /k¥, g*, x*, g*/ in this dialect.
This in turn argues that in addition to aspiration, labiality also makes a distinction
between some consonantal sounds in Kurmanji. However, there are some points
which are left for further studies. For instance, we need further research to decide
whether the labial consonantal sounds exist in all Kurmanji dialects or which one
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of them has those sounds. Lastly, some phonetic studies from other Kurmanji
dialect regions are necessary to see Kurmanji internal phonetic variation and its
implications for the phonological system of this language.

NOTES

IAs discussed by Haig (2008), the position of Kurdish among West Iranian languages is to
some extent controversial because the northwestern/southwestern distinction depending on
the historical phonology and sound changes is not accepted by all scholars.

2 See L’alphabet Kurde Adapte Aux Caracteres Latins by Akin (2006) for detailed
information (socio-political, linguistic and historical developments) about the use of Latin
characters for Kurdish.

3 Being the first professional research in Kurdish dialectology, Opengin and Haig’s study
on dialect regions of Kurmanji spoken in Turkey is invaluable. The results of the current
study would be more meaningful if they are interpreted and compared with other Kurmanji
dialects mentioned in Opengin and Haig (2014). Also, the morphosyntactic properties of
Mus Kurmanji are investigated in comparison to the Standard Kurmanji in an earlier study
so see Gilindogdu (2011) for a detailed analysis.
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