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Islamic View of Culture

A thorough analysis of what we call Cultural Symbols (CS), culture being com-
posed of language, thought, religion, knowledge and science, myths, law, cul-
tural values, norms etc., has led us to conclude that CS have transcendental/
metaphysical dimensions. On the one hand, CS have neither weight nor vol-
ume. On the other, they endure for longer periods of time; they have what can
be termed semi-eternal life-spans. CS can also galvanize humans with fantastic
metaphysical-like energies and motivations. Finally, the movement of CS through
space and time is potentially very fast, it can even be instantaneous, as with
metaphysical beings. Our paradigm of CS is strongly compatible with the episte-
mological Quranic view of culture, which stresses the divine (transcendental/
metaphysical) origin of human CS. As such, our analysis of culture and the
theories that we create concerning it can hardly be considered to be inspired by
the perspective of modern social sciences. With this conceptualization of CS, the
explanations of many phenomena that are of interest to social sciences and
other disciplines become much clearer and more credible. For instance, why are
cultural conquests considered to be the most dangerous? Why do cultural alli-
ances last longer than military or economic alliances? Why are linguistic-cul-
tural independences slower (Ogburn’s Cultural Lag) and why are they more
difficult than other types of struggles for liberty? These questions are all ad-
dressed in this analysis of Cultural Symbols.
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Islami Perspektiften Kiiltiir

Dil, diisunce, din, bilgi, bilim, mitoloji, kanun, deger ve normlardan
olusan kiiltiira kiltiirel sembollerin analizi yoluyla bu sembollerin agkin,
metafizik bir boyutu oldugu noktasina ulagsmaktayiz. Kiiltiirel sembol-
lerin kendi bagina bir agirlig ve bir biytukligi olmamasina ragmen, uzun
siire dayandiklanni ve ebedi olduklarnni séylemek dahi miimkiindiir. Diger
taraftan kiltiirel semboller, insana bir nevi metafiziksel enerji ve moti-
vasyon saglarlar. Kiiltiirel sembollerin hareketi, hem zamana hem de
mekana bagh olarak ¢abuk ve hizlidir. Bu makalede ortaya koydugum
kiiltiirel sembol paradigmasi Kur'an’la uyum igindedir ve dolayisiyla insani
kiiltiirel sembollerin ilahi boyutuna isaret etmektedir. Dogrusu burada
sundugumuz kiltiir analizi ve teorileri tam olarak modern sosyal bilimler
perspektifiyle de uyum icinde degildir. Kiiltiirel sembollerin bu tiir kav-
ramlagtiriimasi neticesinde sosyal bilimler ve diger disiplinlerle ilgili olan
bir ¢ok fenomen daha iyi izah edilmis ve daha degerli hale getirilmig
olmaktadir. Mesela, kiiltiirel yayilmacilik neden en tehlikeli gsey olarak
telakki edilmektedir? Kiiltiirel ortakliklar, ekonomik ve askeri ortakhiklardan
neden daha fazla siirebilmektedir? Lisani ve kiiltiirel bagimsizliklan elde
etmek diger bagimsizliklardan neden daha zor olabilmektedir? Biitiin bu
sorulara Kiiltiirel semboller analizinde cevaplar verilmeye calisiimigtir.
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