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Abstract

The endowment (Waqf) in Islam is a great edifice which the Prophet Muhammad
may Allah bless him, laid the foundation stone, and its pillars were established
during the era of the Rightly-Guided Caliphs -may God Almighty be pleased with
them all-, Since the endowment and its growth are affected by the strength of the
Islamic state and its economic prosperity, Therefore, we find that endowments in
the Ottoman era reached their peak in two aspects: First, in terms of growth; In
addition to preserving the prior endowments to the Ottoman era -through their well
management and organization- the Ottoman sultans raced to endow and imprison
funds, and they were followed by governors, ministers and they were followed by
governors, ministers and even the women of the royal sanctuary. Secondly: in
terms of comprehensiveness; as the endowment’s growth and prosperity resulted in
the expansion of its services, sectors and categories that benefiting from it, such as
education, health, the needy and other aspects of life. In our research, we shed
light on the endowment (Waqf) in Iraq as it is one of the most important states of
the Ottoman Sultanate, since the endowment pulled the attention of the Ottoman
sultans and their prefects in Iraq. Especially due to there were so many endowment
lands until it was said that most of the Iraqi lands were waqf. In this research, we
will address the concept of endowment (Waqf) according to Islamic law, and some of
its general jurisprudential provisions. We will also describe the reality of the
endowment (Waqf) in Iraq during the Ottoman era in terms of its growing and
increasing, and in terms of its comprehensiveness and the fields that benefited
from its services with an indication of the financial sources that were supportive of
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the growth and prosperity of endowments during the Ottoman era. Finally, the
research will provide illumination on the most important fields that endowments
played a fundamental role in their progress and prosperity -in the Ottoman era-,
such as education in general and religious education specifically, in addition to
contributing to support poor Muslims, and improving their condition and other
fields.

Keywords: endowment, educational endowment, prosperity of the endowment, the
Ottoman era, endowment fields.
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