
TURKISH JOURNAL OF
APPLIED SOCIAL WORK

Volume: 5       Number: 1      Year: 2022

76

Research Article



TURKISH JOURNAL OF
APPLIED SOCIAL WORK

Volume: 5       Number: 1      Year: 2022

77

THE EFFECT OF INFORMATION SOURCES ON THE 
FEAR OF COVID-19



TURKISH JOURNAL OF
APPLIED SOCIAL WORK

78

THE EFFECT OF INFORMATION SOURCES ON THE 
FEAR OF COVID-19



TURKISH JOURNAL OF
APPLIED SOCIAL WORK

Volume: 5       Number: 1      Year: 2022

79

THE EFFECT OF INFORMATION SOURCES ON THE 
FEAR OF COVID-19



TURKISH JOURNAL OF
APPLIED SOCIAL WORK

80

THE EFFECT OF INFORMATION SOURCES ON THE 
FEAR OF COVID-19

Source of news N %
TV 1469 80.0

Social media 1364 74.3

Online sources 1152 62.7

Friends 751 40.9

Family members 656 35.7

National sources 614 33.4

Health personnel 569 31.0

International sources 527 28.7

Professional organizations 376 20.5

Newspaper 298 16.2

Radio 142 7.7

Source of 
news

Gender No Yes Statistics p
N % N %

TV Female 257 19.4 1067 80.6 x² = 4.272 .023

Male 125 23.7 402 76.3

Social media Female 323 24.4 1001 75.6 x² = 8.790 .002

Male 164 31.1 363 68.9

Online 
sources

Female 504 38.1 820 61.9 x² = .182 .355

Male 195 37.0 332 63.0

Friends Female 760 57.4 564 42.6 x² = 7.913 .003

Male 340 64.5 187 35.5

Family mem-
bers

Female 820 61.9 504 38.1 x² = 14.017 .000

Male 375 71.2 152 28.8
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Using the news sources according to socio-demographic characteristics is given in Table 3. There was no significant differ-
ence in using news sources in terms of genders. There was a correlation between age and educational level in terms of using 
news sources. There was no correlation between the socioeconomic level and working conditions in terms of the use of news 
sources.
Table 3. Use of news sources according to socio-demographic characteristics

Table 4 presents findings on the impact of participants' information sources on fear of COVID-19. There was a significant 
difference in terms of the fear of COVID-19 in using TV, social media, online news sources, using news sources from friends and 
family members. There was a correlation between number of news sources and the fear of COVID-19.

National 
sources

Female 876 66.2 448 33.8 x² = .929 .182

Male 361 68.5 166 31.5

Health per-
sonnel

Female 920 69.5 404 30.5 x² = .112 .389

Male 362 68.7 165 31.3

International 
sources

Female 951 71.8 373 28.2 x² = .204 .345

Male 373 70.8 154 29.2

Professional 
organizations

Female 1061 80.1 263 19.9 x² = .580 .242

Male 414 78.6 113 21.4

Newspaper Female 1129 85.3 195 14.7 x² = 6.474 .007

Male 424 80.5 103 19.5

Radio Female 1231 93.0 93 7.0 x² = 2.751 .061

Male 478 90.7 49 9.3

N Mean SD Statistics p

Female 1324 4.33 2.34 t =  1.480 .139

Male 527 4.15 2.47

Age 1851 r = -.059 .011

Educational level 1840 r = .114 .000

Socioeconomic 
level

1840 r = .021 .360

Working 1069 4.32 2.42 t =  .993 .351

Not working 782 4.22 2.32
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Information Sources N The Fear of COVID-19 Statistics p
SD

TV
Yes 1469 18,16 6,14 t =  2.200 .028

No 382 17,38 6,23

Social Media
Yes 1364 18,20 6,09 t =  2.316 .021

No 487 17,45 6,33

Online sources
Yes 1152 18,27 6,10 t =  2.380 .017

No 699 17,57 6,24

Friend
Yes 751 18,40 6,10 t =  2,302 .021

No 1100 17,73 6,19

Family Members
Yes 656 18,53 6,22 t =  2.746 .006

No 1195 17,71 6,11

National Institutions

Yes 614 18,10 6,02 t = .462 .644

No 1237 17,96 6,23

Health Personnel
Yes 569 18,08 5,92 t = .374 .708

No 1282 17,97 6,27

International Institutions

Yes 527 17,87 6,12 t = - .594 .552

No 1324 18,06 6,18

Professional Organizations

Yes 376 17,793 6,069 t = - .739 .460

No 1475 18,056 6,187

Newspaper
Yes 298 18,36 6,48 t = 1.102 .271

No 1553 17,93 6,10

Radio

Yes 142 18,04 6,02 t = .081 .936

No 1709 18,00 6,18

Number of News Sources 
(0-11)

1851 4.28 2.38 r = .056 .016
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