D. Shomuradova. The Usage of the Internet in ESL Learning.

YK 371.315.7:37.06 I'PHTH 16.01.45

THE USAGE OF THE INTERNET IN ESL LEARNING
NCIIOJIB3OBAHUE MHTEPHETA TIP1 U3YYEHUE
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Abstract

This article is about the usage of the internet in ESL learning. Internet is one of the
technological tools every teaching community should make use of. Although internet
provides both learners and teachers with several opportunities, it cannot supply us with real
life situations as in face to face classroom activities. Besides, advantages and disadvantages
are also discussed in it. It can be concluded that use of internet has more benefits than not
using it at all.

Key words: Internet, practice, communication, authentic materials, learning process.

Pe3rome

JanHast craths 00 MCHONB30BaHWU MHTEepHEeTa B m3ydeHun ESL. MHTEpHET - 3TO
TEXHOJIOTUYECKUA HMHCTPYMEHT, KOTOPBIM CETrOAHS JIOJDKHO TOJIb30BaThCsl  BCE
obpazoBaTenbHOe co00IIEeCTBO. XOTs MHTEpHET MpenoCcTaBiIseT MHOKECTBO MIPEUMYIIIECTB
W y4yalluMcs, W YYUTENs M, OH HE MOXET OO0ECHeuuTh HAac B PEANbHBIX >KU3HEHHBIX
CUTYallUsX, TAKUX KaK WHAUBHUIYAbHbIE YPOKH B Kiacce. Kpome TOro, moJ0XKHUTEIbHBIE 1
orpunatensHele 3(dexter MHTepHETa B 00pa3oBaTeNbHOM IIpollecce IOKa3aHBl Ha
npuMepax. MOXXHO clielaTh BBIBOJ, YTO HCIIONB30BaHWE HHTepHeTa mMeeT OobIie
MPEUMYLIECTB, YEM €TI0 MOJIHOE OTCYTCTBUE.

KualoueBble ciaoBa: VIHTepHET, NpPaKTHKa, KOMMYHHUKaUuUs, ayTEHTHYECKUE
MaTepHalibl, IIPOIECC OOyICHHE.

Today the internet has an important role in general and great potential
in educational life. It is also used specifically and widely for second
language learning all over the world. Though the internet use in second and
foreign language learning has brought certain advantages, and also carries
some disadvantages. However, it is important to mention some potential
problems.

The first problem is that the internet is not always accessible by all
learners and teachers though English as a second language all over the
world is taught widely. Statistics indicate that internet use depends on the
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financial situations of countries. To sum up, when the accessibility of
overall population is considered, it is possible to say that the inequity issues
in internet accessibility are discouraging for both language teachers and
students in educational settings. Internet unfamiliarity is another problem
that causes lack of training in second language classroom. In other words,
little experience on the internet is an anxiety source for both second
language learners and teachers. Third, since the internet offers all types of
topics, some of them are not unsuitable for school children who learn
English as second language.

Research results indicate that the internet use increases language use
and acquisition of second language. For example, it was found that
interaction in language helps learners to gain input in language learning
process. Specifically, it increases synchronous and a synchronous
communication of ESL learners and them to use language in real
communication situations. In other words, the internet motivates the learners
to use English in their daily lives and provides functional communicative
experiences (David, 2000:122). Communication with native speakers allows
learners to practice specific skills such as negotiating, persuading, clarifying
meaning, requesting information and engaging in true-life, authentic
discussion.

Additionally, the internet gives the opportunity to construct
knowledge together by expressing themselves in print and then assessing,
evaluating, comparing and reflecting on their own views and those of others.
In sum, it is useful medium for communication with native speakers in real
situations, improving writing skills, teaching of culture and learning about
the target culture. It is also useful to retrieve access and use information in
the context of second language learning. The internet is a platform for
experiencing and presenting creative works such as essays, poetry and
stories and for providing supplemental language activities in specific areas
of language learning. Additionally, the internet promotes higher thinking
skills. It helps students to improve their computer skills, such as
keyboarding skills, opening and storing files, and Internet searching and
technical and conceptual experiences. It increases the participation when it
used in classroom environment. For instance, it was found that the ESL
learners produce more sentences when it compared to the situation in
classroom environment. It is also useful not only for the quantity but also
the quality of language: learners have a great variety of speech discourse
and use more complex language.

66



D. Shomuradova. The Usage of the Internet in ESL Learning.

According to the research activities, the internet changes the interaction
between learners and teachers. There are less teachers and more learners
talk in computer classes. Furthermore, it changes teacher and
students’ roles and makes learning more student-centered. The internet is a
source of supplemental resources and authentic materials. Finally, the
studies indicate that the internet has positive effects on motivation, provides
means for creative works and gives opportunities for collaboration and
socialization in learning process.

Research activities show that there are some disadvantages of the
internet use in second language learning. First, communication with native
speakers affects reading skills. This is also valid for listening, speaking and
writing skills. Though it is a fact that the internet improves
communicational and language skills, the significant point is that teachers
and learners are not sometimes aware of why, how, whom and where they
teach and learn. Second, though a mass of materials in the internet can be
found, integration of the materials into second language curriculum is a
potential difficulty. Unfortunately, internet use in language learning and
teaching may be the waste of time if it does not depend on a language
curriculum.

With its advantages and disadvantages, the internet has significant
effects on communicating, teaching and learning. Thus, both teachers and
learners should have the chance of internet accessibility, experience and
familiarity with its functions in educational life. For this purpose, before
using the internet in second language learning and teaching activities,
teachers and learners should be instructed. This is a must to use it in
language classrooms efficiently. On the other hand, it should be known that
the internet is not sufficient itself to teach and learn a second language.

In other words, it cannot include all teaching and learning activities
and be replaced the real teaching and learning environment, such as
language classroom and real-life communication (Chafe A, 1999:116). As a
result, it is only a tool for educational activities. However, it can be
implicated that the research has not concluded on the issue yet. Thus,
research issue should focus on a great variety of the internet use in language
learning and teaching such as attitudes of learners and teachers towards it,
individual differences on using the internet, effective ways to use it, the
suitability of educational instructive purposes and the effects on teaching
and learning.

As a final point, with its advantages and disadvantages, the internet
has significant effects on communicating, teaching and learning. Thus, both
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teachers and learners should have the chance of internet accessibility,
experience and familiarity with its functions in educational life. For this
purpose, before using the internet in second language learning and teaching
activities, teachers and learners should be instructed. This is a must to use it in
language classrooms efficiently. On the other hand, it should be known that the
internet is not sufficient itself to teach and learn a second language. In other
words, it cannot include all teaching and learning activities and be replaced the
real teaching and learning environment, such as language classroom and real-
life communication. As a result, it is only a tool for educational activities.
However, it can be implicated that the research has not concluded on the issue
yet. Thus, research issue should focus on a great

variety of the internet use in language learning and teaching such as attitudes of
learners and teachers towards it, individual differences on using

the internet, effective ways to use it, the suitability of educational and
instructive purposes and the effects on teaching and learning. As a final point, it
is possible to say that technology is not a purpose but only a tool for all
humanistic necessities.
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Tyiiinaeme

Byn makamaga ESL okpiTyma MHTEpHETTI MaiiianaHy Typajibl ce3 OGomamnsl. MHTEpHET
opOip OinmiM Oepy KaybIMAACTBIFBI KOJIaHYFa THIC TEXHOJIOTHSUIBIK KypanaapAblH Oipi OoJbII
caHanazapl. IHTEpHETTE OKYIIBLIap MEH MYFaliMAepre KaHIIAJIBIKTBI MYMKIHIIK Oepiice ae, o
013211 ChIHBIN OeJIMECiHIEr! CeKiAl HAKThI OMip JKaraalblHAa KaMTaMachl3 eTe anMaiinel bynan
0acka, MHTEpHETTI Maiiananyjarsl apTHIKIIBUIBIKTAp MEH KEMIIUTIKTep KapacThIpbuiaasl. JKoHe
MHTEpHETT] NaliganaHyAblH TUIMJI TyCcTaphl Typajbl OMbIH OpTaFa cajabl.

Kint ce3mep: WurepHer, cyx0ar, NpakThUKa, TYIMHYCKa MaTepHal, OKY YIepici.
(Ilomypaxosa . Exinur TiJ1 peTinae meT TijTiH yiipeny Ke3iHae HHTEPHETTI maiiiaiany)

Ozet

Makalede ikinci dil egitimi siirecinde internetten amagli yararlanma ile ilgili goriisler
kaleme alinmustir. Internet giiniimiizde her egitim dgretim toplulugunun yararlanmasi gereken
teknolojik bir aragtir. Her ne kadar internet sayisiz fayda saglasa da bizlere sinifta islenen yiiz
yiize ders gibi gercek hayat durumlart sunamamaktadir. Bununla birlikte egitim siirecinde
internetin olumlu ve olumsuz etkisi 6rneklerle gosterilmistir.

Sonug olarak sOyleyebiliriz ki interneti hi¢ kullanmamaktansa kullanmanin daha fazla
yarar1 vardir.

Anahtar kelimeler: internet, miilakat, pratik, otantik materyal, egitim siireci.
(Samurodova D., ikinci Dil Olarak Yabanci Dili Ogrenirken Internetin Kullanimi)
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