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ABSTRACT

The main objective of the present study is to evaluate the performance of the MIKE 21 SW (Spec-
tral Wave) in a semi-closed basin (Black Sea). Wind data were obtained from the European Centre 
for Medium-Range Weather Forecasts (ECMWF) ERA-Interim, ECMWF ERA5, and the Nation-
al Centers for Environmental Prediction (NCEP) Climate Forecast System Reanalysis (CFSR) 
datasets. The wave model was calibrated and validated with wave measurements recorded at seven 
different stations along the Black Sea coastlines. During the calibration, several different physical 
parameters were tested to determine the optimal model settings, with the whitecapping parame-
ter (Cds) being more influential than the bottom friction parameter (kn), wave breaking parameter 
(γ), and nonlinear wave-wave interactions in the prediction of the Black Sea wave properties. The 
wave results modeled using ERA-Interim showed less agreement with wave measurements than 
those obtained with ERA-5 and CFSR wind fields. Although the significant wave height and wave 
period modeled using ERA5 and CFSR wind fields were reasonably well matched at all measure-
ment stations, ERA5 wind fields provided slightly better performance owing to having the largest 
correlation coefficient (R) and lowest statistical error measures (bias, RMSE, SI) in the Black Sea.

Cite this article as: İşlek F, Yüksel Y, Özdemir A. Performance evaluation of spectral wave model 
forced by ERA-Interim, ERA5, and CFSR wind fields in the Black Sea. Seatific 2022;2:1:52–72.

1.	 INTRODUCTION

Long-term wave climate analyses under both normal and 
extreme conditions, wave power assessments, future wave 
climate assessments, and studies into possible climate 
change impacts in the semi-enclosed sea areas such as the 
Adriatic Sea (Cavaleri et al., 2018), Baltic Sea (Soomere and 
Raamet, 2011), Black Sea (Islek and Yuksel 2021; Islek et 
al., 2021), Sea of Marmara (Yuksel et al., 2021), Caspian 
Sea (Onea et al., 2015), Mediterranean Sea (Yuksel et al., 
2020) are more challenging compared to open seas. In these 

marine regions, there are several affecting factors including 
the presence of land-associated orography and extended 
areas of shallow waters (Cavaleri et al., 2018). Moreover, 
the wave climate is one of the most sensitive indicators of 
changes in the wind regime and local climate in the semi-
enclosed sea areas (Weisse and von Storch, 2010).

The present study focuses on the Black Sea, which is one 
of the world’s largest semi-enclosed basins. The basin has 
the variability of climatic and atmospheric circulation 
conditions (Siberian and Azores anticyclones) and is 
surrounded by complex orography (wind shadow effect 
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related to the influence of high mountains surrounding the 
basin). Another important feature of the basin is that the 
western shelf is narrower than the northeastern shelf but 
wider than the rest of the Black Sea (Valchev et al., 2010). 
The Black Sea basin is roughly divided into two main zones 
(i.e., west, and east) in terms of wind/wave characteristics 
and wind/wave power (Divinsky and Kosyan 2017; Islek 
et al., 2020a, and 2020b). Due to having complex and 
complicated wind/wave characteristics, the Black Sea basin 
always requires having knowledge of reliable wave hindcasts 
(Islek et al., 2020a). Various spectral wave models were used 
to model wave characteristics in the Black Sea:

Valchev et al. (2013) used the WAM model forced with the 
wind output of the regional atmospheric model REMO to 
assess the offshore wave energy in a 59-year (1948-2006) 
period. Divinsky and Kosyan (2015) examined the wave 
climate tendencies in a 25-year (1990-2014) period using 
the two spectral wave models, i.e., MIKE 21 SW (Spectral 
Wave) and SWAN (Simulating WAves Nearshore). The 
researchers reported that both models performed similar 
and comparable results. Then, the researchers (Divinsky and 
Kosyan, 2017) used the MIKE 21 SW model to investigate 
the spatiotemporal variability of the Black Sea wave climate 
for the 37-year ERA-Interim wind fields (1979-2015). The 
performance of wind-wave modeling was evaluated by Rusu 
et al. (2014) and the two models were used: WRF (Weather 
Research and Forecasting) for wind and SWAN for waves. A 
40-year ERA-Interim and CFSR (Climate Forecast System 
Reanalysis) wind fields (1979-2018) were utilized to force 
the MIKE 21 SW model by Islek et al. (2020b) and to force 
the SWAN model by Islek et al. (2021). In both studies, the 
researchers investigated the long-term variations of wave 
characteristics. Myslenkov et al. (2021) used Wavewatch III 
and SWAN models using GFS (Global Forecasting System) 
of NCEP (National Centers for Environmental Prediction) 
and COSMO-RU07 (Consortium for the small-scale 
modeling-Russian domain for 7 km) forcing.

It is important to note that the accuracy of the wave model 
mainly depends on the quality of wind forcing fields, 
primarily wind speed data (Cavaleri and Bertotti, 2006; 
Rusu et al., 2014; Islek et al., 2020a; Myslenkov et al., 
2021). The previous studies agree that using high-quality 
wind fields as input data improves the accuracy of wave 
models. Several studies have been carried out in the Black 
Sea to compare the SWAN model performance forced with 
different wind sources; ECMWF (European Centre for 
Medium-Range Weather Forecast) Operational, ERA40, 
CFSR, MERRA (Modern-ERA Retrospective Analysis), 
JRA-25 (Japanese 25-year reanalysis) by Van Vledder and 
Akpinar (2015), CFSR, GFS forecast, and WRF reanalysis 
and forecast by Myslenkov et al. (2016); CFSR, ERA-
Interim, and MERRA winds by Akpinar and Ponce de Leon 
(2016), ERA-Interim and CFSR by Islek et al. (2021) and 
Islek and Yuksel (2021). However, there is a limited number 

of studies on the MIKE 21 SW model performance using 
different wind sources. Moreover, the accuracy of wave 
results modeled using ERA5 reanalysis wind data, which is 
the most up-to-date reanalysis dataset, and its contribution 
to wave model performance are fully unknown.

In the present study, we aimed to determine the effect of 
different wind sources on MIKE 21 SW model performance 
in a semi-closed basin, the Black Sea. For this purpose, wave 
characteristics were simulated using the three wind fields 
with different spatial and temporal resolutions (namely, 
ERA-Interim, ERA5, and CFSR). Model results were 
calibrated and validated by comparing wave measurements 
obtained from the seven different measurement stations 
along the Black Sea and model performance forced by the 
three different wind fields was assessed using statistical 
error measures for quantitative comparison.

2.	 MATERIALS AND METHODS

In this study, the performance of the MIKE 21 SW model 
in the Black Sea was evaluated using the three different 
wind sources (ERA-Interim, ERA5, CFSR). All the wind 
fields contain horizontal wind components at 10 m above 
the sea surface.

ERA-Interim (hereafter ERA-I) reanalysis dataset (Dee 
et al., 2011) is provided by ECMWF online data server 
from 01/01/1979 to 31/08/2019. ERA-I is derived from 
a more advanced assimilation system (4D variational 
assimilation) than ERA40, which uses 3D variational 
assimilation. The assimilation system is based on the 
Integrated Forecasting System (IFS, Cycle 41r2). ERA-I 
reanalysis dataset has a 6-h temporal resolution and a ~79 
km (0.75°×0.75°) spatial resolution from the native T255 
spectral grid. The dataset resolves the atmosphere using 
60 levels from the surface up to 0.1 hPa.

ERA5 (Hersbach et al., 2016) is the fifth-generation 
climate reanalysis from the ECMWF and has replaced 
ERA-I. Because the recent reanalysis has many significant 
improvements compared to ERA-I, e.g., ERA5; (i) has longer 
datasets covering the data from 1950 to present, (ii) provides 
an enhanced horizontal resolution of a ~31 km (0.75°×0.75°) 
from native T636 spectral grid, (ii) provide higher temporal 
resolution, (iii) resolves the atmosphere using 137 levels from 
the surface up to 0.01 hPa (~80 km), (iv) uses the 4D-Var data 
assimilation using IFS Cycle 41r2 instead of IFS Cycle 31r2 in 
ERA-I, (v) has enhanced the number of output parameters, 
(vi) include an uncertainty estimate. Detailed information 
can be found in (Hersbach et al., 2016). It is important to 
note that, the performance of the wave model forced with the 
new ERA5 reanalysis wind data is not fully known.

The NCEP CFSR (Saha et al. 2010) and CFSv2 (Saha et al. 
2014) reanalysis datasets cover the periods of 1979-2010 and 
2011-present, respectively. Both versions are derived by a 
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3D variational assimilation system and use the same model. 
However, CFSv2 dataset is improved with higher horizontal 
and vertical resolutions and intensive use of satellite 
observations. CFSR dataset provides different resolutions 
in version 1 ranging from 0.312°×0.312° to 2.5°×2.5° and 
version 2 between 0.205°×0.205° and 2.5°×2.5°, respectively. 
Both versions provide the dataset with a temporal resolution 
of 1 h. To ensure consistency between the two versions, the 
spatial resolution of 0.5°×0.5° was selected, which is the 
finest resolution provided in both versions.

In the present study, ERA-I and ERA5 were downloaded 
with a spatial resolution of 0.25°x0.25° in both longitude 
and latitude, and temporal resolutions of 6-h and 1-h, 
respectively. CFSR wind fields with a 1-h temporal 
resolution and a spatial resolution of 0.5°×0.5° in both 
longitude and latitude. ERA5 and CFSR datasets considered 
in this study have the same temporal resolution (1 h), while 
ERA5 dataset provides a finer spatial resolution compared 
to CFSR and ERA-I.

3.	 MODEL SETUP

In this study, the third-generation spectral wave model 
MIKE 21 SW developed by Danish Hydraulic Institute 
(DHI, 2007) is used to generate the wave fields in the Black 
Sea. The model is based on a fully spectral formulation with 
parameterization of the wave action conservation equation 
(Holthuijsen et al., 1989). It simulates the growth, decay, 
and transformation of wind-generated waves and swells 
in offshore and coastal areas. A detailed description of the 
MIKE 21 SW model can be found in the DHI (2007).

The first step in each MIKE 21 SW simulation is to define 
the computational domain for the Black Sea model area. 
An unstructured mesh technique was used, which enables 
boundary-fitted flexible meshing. To get more accurate 
wave results, the finer mesh was implemented in the coastal 

areas and coarser offshore. To determine the optimal values 
of computational mesh, the model runs different mesh 
alternatives. Considering the computational time, hard 
disk storage (since the wave parameters of the domain are 
calculated based on the nodes of the computational mesh), 
and correlation coefficient of the results, a two-dimensional 
triangular computational mesh was generated. The Mesh 
Generator module of MIKE Zero was used (DHI, 2007). 
The final mesh consists of 4755 nodes and 8213 triangular 
elements for the Black Sea shown in Figure 1.

After the computational domain was determined, 
bathymetric data and wind fields were identified for 
each simulation. The bathymetric data of the Black Sea 
were obtained from the Turkish Naval Forces Office of 
Navigation, Hydrology, and Oceanography (ONHO) 
and was interpolated onto the computational mesh. 
Two-dimensional triangular computational mesh and 
bathymetry of the Black Sea are depicted in Figure 1. The 
wind fields that were used as input in this study were 
provided from ECMWF ERA-Interim, ECMWF ERA5, and 
NCEP CFSR datasets.

Lastly, important physical processes such as generation and 
growth of wind waves, non-linear wave-wave interaction, 
dissipation due to whitecapping, bottom friction, and depth-
induced wave breaking, refraction, diffraction, and shoaling 
of the waves during the propagation were considered in the 
modeling study. During the determination of the optimal 
model settings, model meshes with different resolutions 
and different spectral and directional discretization were 
tested and the best fit between the modeled and measured 
wave parameters was investigated. 

To determine the best agreement between the MIKE 21 
SW model hindcasts and wave measurements, numerous 
calibration tests were conducted by tuning the whitecapping 
parameter (Cds), the wave breaking parameter (γ), the 
bottom friction parameter (kn), and the consideration of 

Figure 1. Computational mesh and bathymetry of the Black Sea.
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triad wave interactions. The optimal values of physical 
model parameters are summarized in Table 1. The 
following formulations gave the best wave results: the wind 
formulation was used proposed by Komen et al. (1994) 
which calculates a coupled wind-sea dependent roughness. 
The expression of Komen et al. (1994) was considered for 
wave energy dissipation due to whitecapping. Constant 
Nikuradse roughness kn with 0.04 m was used for bottom 
friction. The formulation based on the bore model by 
Battjes and Janssen (1978) with α=1 and γ=0.8 was used for 
wave energy dissipation by depth-limited wave breaking. 
Quadruplet-wave interaction was computed in the 
simulations using the Discrete Interaction Approximation 
(DIA) by Hasselmann et al. (1985). In the spectral space, 
the number of directions in the 360° rose was 16 directional 
bins. The frequency range was defined to be between 0.04 
Hz and 1.0 Hz on a logarithmic scale and the number of 
frequencies was 25. The model was run with a calculation 
time step of 10 min and an output time step of 1 h.

Our results indicate that the whitecapping parameter (Cds) 
is found to be a tunable parameter because the model 

simulations showed strong sensitivity to whitecapping 
dissipation simulations (Yuksel et al., 2020; Islek and 
Yuksel, 2021; Islek et al., 2021). Further calibration tests 
were performed in Section 4.1 to determine the value of 
a tunable parameter (whitecapping parameter Cds) which 
gives a better estimation of the wave parameters and 
detailed validation results were given in Section 4.2.

4.	 RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

MIKE 21 SW model performance forced with the three 
different wind fields was evaluated to determine the effects 
of the wind fields with different spatial and temporal 
resolutions on the model performance. The model results 
were calibrated and validated by evaluating seven different 
measurement stations (Gelendzhik, Hopa, Sinop, Filyos, 
Karaburun, Samsun, and Bosphorus) along the Black Sea. 
The characteristics of the measurement stations are given 
in Table 2 and the locations of the stations are shown 
in Figure 2. In this study, the calibration and validation 
were made according to the peak wave period at Filyos, 

Table 1. Physical processes in the spectral wave model

Energy source term	 Physical process	 Formulation/source

Table 2. Characteristics of the measurement stations in the Black Sea

Station	 Coordinates	 Depth	 Data	 Measured	 Source 
name	 (°)	 (m)	 period	 wave data



Seatific, Vol. 2, Issue. 1, pp. 52–72, June 202256

and Bosphorus stations, and the mean wave period was 
used at the other stations (Gelendzhik, Hopa, Sinop, 
Karaburun, and Samsun) for which the peak wave period 
measurements were not available.

4.1.	 Calibration evaluation in the Black Sea
The accuracy of the model results was calibrated using wave 
measurements including significant wave heights and wave 
periods at Gelendzhik, Hopa, Sinop, Filyos, and Karaburun 
stations (Fig. 2).

The calibration process was performed separately for the 
three different wind sources to detect the best agreement 
between the modeled and measured wave parameters in the 
Black Sea. Considering the optimal model settings given in 
Table 1, detailed calibration was performed by adjusting 
the whitecapping parameter (Cds) with values ranging from 
0.5 to 2.0. Scatter diagrams for modeled and measured 
wave results are depicted in Figure 3 for significant wave 
heights and Figure 4 for wave periods. To quantitatively 
evaluate the wave results, the statistical error measured are 
presented in Table 3 and Table 4 for significant wave heights 
and wave periods, respectively. Quantile-Quantile (Q-Q) 
plots to check the accuracy at the lowest/highest percentile 
can be seen in Appendix 1 and 2. The comparisons of time 
histories between modeled and measured significant wave 
heights and wave periods are given in Appendix 3-8.

In the Black Sea, the wave results modeled using ERA-I 
wind fields showed a significant variation in different 
values of the whitecapping parameter (Cds) ranging from 

0.5 to 2.0. The modeled wave results underestimated when 
the increasing Cds from the value of 0.5. Moreover, ERA-I 
underestimated wave fields compared to wave results 
obtained from ERA5 and CFSR. An optimal accuracy 
with the lowest error (bias, RMSE, SI), and the largest 
correlation rates (R) between measured and modeled 
wave parameters were found with the value of Cds=0.5 for 
ERA-I (Figs. 3, 4 and Tables 3, 4).

Using ERA5 wind fields, the statistical error results (Tables 
3, 4) significantly increase when the reducing Cds from the 
value of 1.5, and similar increasing statistical error results 
were detected when the increasing Cds from the value of 
1.5. Considering the statistical error results presented in 
Tables 3 and 4 and scatter diagrams shown in Figures 3 and 
4, the modeled wave results obtained using Cds=1.5 are in 
reasonably good agreement with the wave data measured 
at almost all stations. The performance of the MIKE 21 SW 
model forced with ERA5 gave more accurate wave results 
than those obtained with ERA-I. The difference may be 
caused due to the use of a more advanced data assimilation 
system in ERA5 (Cycle 31r2) than ERA-I (Cycle 41r2).

As obtained the wave model was forced with the ERA5 
wind fields, the wave results obtained using CFSR wind 
fields exhibited similar behavior. In the statistical error 
results (Tables 3, 4), the RMSE and SI index significantly 
increase when the reducing Cds from the value of 1.5, and 
similar increasing statistical error results were observed 
when the increasing Cds from the value of 1.5. In general, 
CFSR slightly overestimated the wave data measured at 

Figure 2. Locations of the wave measurements stations in the Black Sea.
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Figure 3. Scatter diagrams of the modeled significant wave height obtained us-
ing Cds=0.5-2.0 against measured significant wave height at Gelendzhik, Hopa, 
Sinop, Filyos, Karaburun, and Samsun stations. Plots numbered 1, 2, and 3 rep-
resent the results for ERA-I, ERA5, and CFSR wind fields, respectively.
ERA-I: ERA-Interim; CFSR: Climate Forecast System Reanalysis.
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Figure 4. Scatter diagrams of the modeled wave period obtained using Cds=0.5-
2.0 against measured wave period at Gelendzhik, Hopa, Sinop, Filyos, Karabu-
run, and Samsun stations. Plots numbered 1, 2, and 3 represent the results for 
ERA-I, ERA5, and CFSR wind fields, respectively.
ERA-I: ERA-Interim; CFSR: Climate Forecast System Reanalysis.
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almost all stations compared to wave results obtained with 
ERA5 and CFSR wind fields (Figs. 3, 4).

The following results were obtained from the scatter and 
Q-Q plot for significant wave heights and wave periods:

•	 There was found a good performance between modeled 
and measured significant wave heights up to 4 m at 
Gelendzhik station. However, the modeled significant 
wave heights were more scattered for higher wave 
height classes (exceeding 4 m). In higher percentiles, the 
significant wave height; (i) was underestimated when the 
increasing Cds from the value of 0.5 for ERA-I, (ii) was 
underestimated when the increasing Cds from the value of 
1.5 for ERA-5, (iii) was overestimated when the decreasing 
Cds from the value of 1.5 for CFSR (Fig. 3a, Appendix 1a). 

•	 At Hopa station, (i) a better estimation of the significant 
wave height was obtained using Cds=0.5 for ERA-I, (ii) 
the significant wave height was underestimated when 
the increasing Cds from the value of 1.0 for ERA-5, (iii) 

modeled significant wave height gave more accurate results 
obtained using Cds=1.5 for CFSR (Fig. 3b, Appendix 1b).

•	 At Sinop and Karaburun stations, in almost all wave 
height classes, more satisfactory model results were 
obtained using the value of Cds=0.5 for ERA-I, Cds=1.5 
for both ERA5 and CFSR (Fig. 3c, e, Appendix 1c, e).

•	 At Filyos station, the measured and modeled significant 
wave height was reasonably well matched up to 2 m. 
In higher percentiles, the significant wave height, (i) 
was underestimated when the increasing Cds from the 
value of 0.5 for ERA-I, (ii) was underestimated when 
the increasing Cds from the value of 0.5 for ERA-5, (iii) 
overestimated when the decreasing Cds from the value 
of 1.5 for CFSR (Fig. 3d, Appendix 1d).

•	 At Samsun station, modeled significant wave heights 
showed a good performance up to 3 m. However, 
the modeled wave results were more scattered in 
higher percentiles (exceeding 3 m). For higher wave 

Table 3. Statistical analysis of modeled significant wave heights using Cds values ranging from 0.5 to 2.0 versus measured significant 
wave heights

	 Hs, ERA-I (m)	 Hs, ERA5 (m)	 Hs, CFSR (m)

	 Measured	 Cds=0.5	 Cds=1.0	 Cds=1.5	 Cds=0.5	 Cds=1.0	 Cds=1.5	 Cds=2.0	 Cds=0.5	 Cds=1.0	 Cds=1.5	 Cds=2.0

ERA-I: ERA-Interim; CFSR: Climate Forecast System Reanalysis; RMSE: Root Mean Square Error; SI: Scatter Index; R: Correlation coefficient.
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height classes, the significant wave height; (i) was 
underestimated when the increasing Cds from the 
value of 1.0 for ERA-I, (ii) overestimated when the 
increasing Cds from the value of 1.0 for ERA-5, (iii) 
overestimated when the decreasing Cds from the value 
of 2.0 for CFSR (Fig. 3f, Appendix 1f).

•	 Although the scatter diagrams and Q-Q plots for the wave 
periods were quite similar, ERA-5 and CFSR have slightly 
better performance in the prediction of the wave periods 

modeled with the value of Cds=1.5 than those obtained 
using Cds=0.5 for ERA-I (Fig. 4, Appendix 2, Table 4).

In considering all measurement stations and results of 
several statistical investigations, the best performance 
between the modeled and measured significant wave heights 
and wave periods were obtained using the value of Cds=0.5 
for the ERA-I, and 1.5 for both ERA5 and CFSR. The wave 
results obtained using ERA5 and CFSR wind fields showed 
a relatively better agreement with wave measurements than 

Table 4. Statistical analysis of modeled wave period using Cds values ranging from 0.5 to 2.0 versus measured wave period

	 Tm, ERA-I (s)	 Tm, ERA5 (s)	 Tm, CFSR (s)

	 Measured	 Cds=0.5	 Cds=1.0	 Cds=1.5	 Cds=0.5	 Cds=1.0	 Cds=1.5	 Cds=2.0	 Cds=0.5	 Cds=1.0	 Cds=1.5	 Cds=2.0

ERA-I: ERA-Interim; CFSR: Climate Forecast System Reanalysis; RMSE: Root Mean Square Error; SI: Scatter Index; R: Correlation coefficient.

Table 5. Statistical analysis of modeled significant wave height and wave period 
at Bosphorus station

	 Mean	 Bias	 RMSE	 SI	 R	 Mean	 Bias	 RMSE	 SI	 R 
	 (m)	 (m)	 (m)			   (s)	 (s)	 (s)

Bosphorus (2016-2018)

	 Hs	 Tp

RMSE: Root Mean Square Error; SI: Scatter Index; R: Correlation coefficient; ERA-I: 
ERA-Interim; CFSR: Climate Forecast System Reanalysis.
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wave results modeled using ERA-I wind fields. Although 
both ERA5 and CFSR were satisfactorily good performance 
in the prediction of the Black Sea wave climate, ERA5 
provided slightly better performance than the CFSR. 
Results show that ERA5 has large correlation coefficients 
and low errors, i.e., ERA5 provides a better representation 
of the wave climate in the Black Sea.

4.2.	 Validation evaluation in the Black Sea
After the calibration processes, the model results were 
verified at another measurement station. The validation of 
the calibrated MIKE 21 SW model was conducted with 
the wave measurements at the Bosphorus station (Fig. 2, 
Table 2). The statistical error results are summarized in 
Table 5, the scatter plots are shown in Figure 5, and the 
comparisons of the time histories between the modeled 
and measured significant wave heights and peak wave 
periods are shown in Figure 6.

In general, modeled significant wave heights and peak wave 
periods obtained using three different wind sources are in 
reasonably good agreement with wave measurements at 
the Bosphorus station (Fig. 5). By referring to Figures 5 
and 6, and Table 5, the modeled wave results using ERA5 
gave more accurate results compared to those obtained 
with ERA-I and CFSR. For example, the largest correlation 
coefficient (R) was determined for the wave model forced 
with ERA5 wind fields and followed by CFSR, and ERA-I. 
Moreover, modeled wave results obtained using ERA5 wind 
fields have the lowest bias, RMSE, and SI compared to the 
results for CFSR, and ERA-I. The scatter diagram shows the 

relationship between the modeled and measured significant 
wave heights and wave periods. From Figure 5, modeled 
wave results obtained for ERA-5 exhibit less scattering 
compared to those obtained with ERA-I and CFSR. A 
slight overestimation of significant wave height is detected 
for both ERA-I and CFSR, and more accurate wave results 
are determined for ERA5. These results imply that ERA5 
provides better model performance in the prediction of the 
Black Sea wave properties than CFSR and ERA-I.

The comparative time series plots between modeled and 
measured significant wave heights and peak wave periods 
at the Bosphorus station are presented in Figure 6. A 
relatively good agreement was observed between the wave 
results modeled using three wind sources and measured 
wave results. However, ERA-I slightly lower performed in 
predicting significant wave heights and peak wave periods 
than those obtained with ERA-5 and CFSR. 

It is important to note that wave results modeled using 
ERA5 were a slightly better performance compared to wave 
results for CFSR and ERA-I.

5.	 CONCLUSIONS

In the study, the performance of MIKE 21 SW forced with 
the three different reanalysis wind fields, namely ERA-I, 
ERA5, and CFSR, were evaluated to determine the better 
predictions of the wave climate in the Black Sea. The 
spectral wave model was calibrated and validated with wave 
measurements at seven different locations along the Black 
Sea to determine the optimal model settings. The model 

Figure 5. Validation of the calibrated MIKE 21 SW model results against the measurements for significant wave heights 
and peak wave periods at the Bosphorus station.
CFSR: Climate Forecast System Reanalysis.



Seatific, Vol. 2, Issue. 1, pp. 52–72, June 202262

simulations performed by varying different physical model 
parameters showed a strong sensitivity to the whitecapping 
parameter (Cds) and did not show sensitivity to the 
parameters such as bottom friction (kn), depth-induced 
wave breaking (γ), and nonlinear wave-wave interactions.

In the Black Sea basin, the following model settings gave 
more accurate results: (i) the wind input was computed 
based on the formulation of Komen et al. (1994), (ii) the 
formulation of Komen et al. (1994) was considered for the 
dissipation due to whitecapping and the values of Cds=0.5 

Figure 6. Comparison between measured and modeled significant wave heights and peak wave periods (a, c) all measure-
ment time, (b, d) closer examination at Bosphorus station.
CFSR: Climate Forecast System Reanalysis.
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for ERA-I wind fields, and Cds=1.5 for both ERA5 and CFSR 
wind fields, (iii) constant Nikuradese roughness (kn=0.04 
m) was used for the bottom friction dissipation, (iv) the 
formulation for the dissipation due to depth induced wave 
breaking (α=1, γ=0.8) was based on the bore model of Battjes 
and Janssen (1978), (iv) quadruplet wave interactions were 
estimated in the simulations using the DIA by proposed 
Hasselman et al. (1985).

The calibrated MIKE 21 SW model was validated against 
wave measurements obtained from Bosphorus station. Our 
analyses indicate that wind sources are one of the most 
important parameters affecting the model performance in 
the prediction of the Black Sea wave properties. According 
to the statistical error measures and comparative analyses, 
the largest correlation coefficient (R) and relatively low 
statistical error results (bias, RMSE, SI) were detected by the 
wave model forced with ERA5 wind fields, followed by the 
wave results obtained using CFSR, and ERA-I wind fields. In 
general, the wave results modeled using ERA-I wind fields 
were lower performed in predicting significant wave heights 
and wave periods compared to wave results obtained with 
ERA5 and CFSR wind fields. Moreover, ERA-I provided 
less accurate wave results than those obtained with ERA5 
and CFSR wind fields. Although minor differences were 
obtained in the wave results modeled between ERA5 and 
CFSR, the ERA5 showed slightly better performance in the 
prediction of the Black Sea wave properties.

There could be many reasons for minor differences in 
wave results modeled using different wind fields. The wave 
results modeled using wind fields strongly depend on the 
wind speed. Therefore, a small variation in wind speeds can 
result in a change in modeled wave parameters. Previous 
studies reported that ERA-I slightly underestimated 
the wind speed compared to CFSR. Another possible 
reason may be the effect of different spatial and temporal 
resolutions of wind fields on wave model performance. 
Many innovative improvements made to ECMWF ERA5 
(e.g., a more advanced assimilation system, a significantly 
increased horizontal resolution, higher temporal resolution, 
uncertainty estimate) resulted in better model performance 
than those obtained with ECMWF ERA-I.
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Appendix 1. Quantile-Quantile plots of significant wave height modeled us-
ing three wind fields against measured significant wave height at Gelendzhik, 
Hopa, Sinop, Filyos, Karaburun, and Samsun stations. Plots numbered 1, 2, and 
3 represent the results for ERA-I, ERA5, and CFSR wind fields, respectively.
ERA-I: ERA-Interim; CFSR: Climate Forecast System Reanalysis.
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Appendix 2. Quantile-Quantile plots of wave period modeled using three re-
analysis wind fields against measured wave period at Gelendzhik, Hopa, Sinop, 
Filyos, Karaburun, and Samsun stations. Plots numbered 1, 2, and 3 represent 
the results for ERA-I, ERA5, and CFSR wind fields, respectively.
ERA-I: ERA-Interim; CFSR: Climate Forecast System Reanalysis.
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Appendix 3. Comparison between significant wave height modeled using 
ERA-Interim wind fields and measured at Gelendzhik, Hopa, Sinop, Filyos, 
Karaburun, and Samsun stations.
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Appendix 4. Comparison between wave period modeled using ERA-Interim 
wind fields and measured at Gelendzhik, Hopa, Sinop, Filyos, Karaburun, and 
Samsun stations.
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Appendix 5. Comparison between significant wave height modeled using 
ERA5 wind fields and measured at Gelendzhik, Hopa, Sinop, Filyos, Karabu-
run, and Samsun stations.
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Appendix 6. Comparison between wave period modeled using ERA5 wind 
fields and measured at Gelendzhik, Hopa, Sinop, Filyos, Karaburun, and Sam-
sun stations.
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Appendix 7. Comparison between significant wave height modeled using 
CFSR wind fields and measured at Gelendzhik, Hopa, Sinop, Filyos, Karabu-
run, and Samsun stations.
CFSR: Climate Forecast System Reanalysis.
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Appendix 8. Comparison between wave period modeled using CFSR wind 
fields and measured at Gelendzhik, Hopa, Sinop, Filyos, Karaburun, and 
Samsun stations.
CFSR: Climate Forecast System Reanalysis.




