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Prof. Dr. Farid Hafez

“Some International Organizations On
Islamophobia Still Have Not Grasped
The Extent of The Problem”

"islamofobi Konusunda Bazi Uluslararasi
Kuruluslar Hala Sorunun Boyutunu
Kavrayamadi"
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islamofobi Konusunda Bazi Uluslararasi Kuruluslar Hala Sorunun Boyutunu Kavrayamadi. B rop

Avrupa Islamofobi Raporu’ndan ve
islam diismanligina karsi kaleme aldi-
g1 makaleleriyle taninan Georgetown
Universitesinden Prof. Dr. Farid Hafez
ile islamofobi ve nefret séylemi lizeri-

ne bir sdylesi gerceklestirdik.

TRT Akademi islamofobi

gibi bir kavram nasil ortaya cikti? Bu

Dergisi:

kavramin ortaya cikisinda Misliman
toplumlar ve Bati dilinyasi agisindan
hangi faktorler ve siirecler etkili oldu?

Prof. Dr. Farid Hafez: islamofobi bir
terim olarak ilk kez yaklasik 120 yil 6nce
kullanilmigtir. Su anki kullanimi, biri
1997'de digeri 2017'de olmak (zere
iki 6nemli analiz yapan Runnymede
Trust adli irkgilik karsiti bir ingiliz
distince kurulusu tarafindan yirdtulen
1997'den
itibaren islamofobi (zerine akademik

arastirmaya dayanmakta.
Uretimlerde ve politika tartismalarinda
artis gozlemleyebiliriz.

TRT Akademi Dergisi: islamofobiyi

nasil  tanimliyorsunuz? Uluslararasi

toplumun islamofobiye yaklasimini

nasil degerlendiriyorsunuz?

Prof. Dr. Farid Hafez: islamofobi
calismasina cesitli yaklasimlar mevcut.
Runnymede Trust raporunun 2017'den
gosterdigi  gibi Islamofobi su anda
Musliman karsiti irkgihigr bir birey
olarak adlandirmanin yani sira egemen
toplumlar ile Mislimanlar veya
Mdsliman olarak algilanan insanlar

arasindaki iliskiyi sekillendiren yapisal

Known for his articles on the European
Islamophobia Report and against Isla-
mophobia, Prof. Dr. We had an inter-
view with Farid Hafez on Islamophobia
and hate speech.

TRT Akademi Dergisi: How was a con-
cept like Islamophobia created? What
factors and processes were effective in
the production of this concept in terms
of Muslim societies and the Western
world?

Prof. Dr. Farid Hafez: Islamophobia as
a term has been used the first time
around 120 years ago. Its current use
is based on research conducted by an
anti-racist British think tank called The
Runnymede Trust, which has done two
important analyses, one in 1997 and
the other in 2017. From 1997 on, we
could observe an increase in academic
productions and policy discussions on
Islamophobia.

TRT Akademi Dergisi: How do you de-
fine Islamophobia? How do you evalu-
ate the international community’s ap-
proach to Islamophobia

Prof. Dr. Farid Hafez: There are several
approaches to the study of Islamop-
hobia. As the Runnymede Trust report
from 2017 has shown, Islamophobia
is currently used to name anti-Mus-
lim racism as an individual as well as
a structural phenomenon that shapes
the relationship between dominant
societies and Muslims or people who
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bir fenomen olarak adlandirmakta
kullaniliyor. Birlesmis Milletlerin 15
Mart'i Uluslararasi islamofobi ile Mii-
cadele Giinii ilan etme karari ile isla-
mofobinin siyasi olarak taninmasini
arttigini gorebiliriz. Ayrica, Irkgiliga ve
Hosgorisizlige Karsi Avrupa Komisyo-
nu (ECRI), Avrupa Konseyi tye ulkeleri-
ne Misliman karsiti irkgilik ve ayrim-
cihgin 6nlenmesi ve bunlarla micadele
konusunda yeni bir genel politika 6ne-
risi yayimladi. Bir yandan bilinglenme
artarken 6te yandan bazi uluslararasi
kuruluslar hala sorunun boyutunu kav-
rayamadi.

TRT Akademi Dergisi: Avrupa’da artan
islam karsithginin arkasindaki gercek
nedir?

Prof. Dr. Farid Hafez:
neden var. Genel anlamda, Avrupa
hala

de fasizmden

Birden fazla

somdirgeciligiyle, bazi Ulkeler

kalan  miraslariyla
ugrasmakta. Bunun da Otesinde, asiri
sagcl siyasi partilerin, irk¢i toplumsal
hareketlerin ve asiri sagci militan
yeralti aglarinin artan giicliyle ¢ok 6zel
bir meydan okuma var. En sorunlu
cevap, islamofobinin giic odaklarinca
cevaplanmasinin ya da is birligi yapil-

masinin basarisizligidir.

TRT Akademi Dergisi: Batili, bir Msli-
mani gordiginde ilk bakista ne disi-
nar? Aklina ne gelir?

Prof. Dr. Farid Hafez: Son yirmi yilda
yapilan bircok anket ve arastirma-
ya gore islam ve Muslimanlik terimi

are perceived as being Muslims. With
the resolution by the United Nations to
declare 15 March as the International
Day to Combat Islamophobia, we can
see an increasing political recognition
of Islamophobia. Also, the European
Commission against Racism and Into-
lerance (ECRI) has just released a new
General Policy Recommendation to
Council of Europe member states on
preventing and combating anti-Mus-
lim racism and discrimination. While
on one hand, there is a growing cons-
ciousness, on the other hand, some
international institutions still don’t re-
alize the extent of the problem.

TRT Akademi Dergisi: What is the real
reason behind the growing anti-Isla-
mism in Europe?

Prof. Dr. Farid Hafez: There are seve-
ral. In very general terms, Europe is still
struggling with its colonial and in some
countries with its post-fascist legacies.
Beyond this, there is a very specific
challenge with the growing strength
of far-right political parties, racist soci-
al movements as well as with far-right
militant underground networks. Most
problematic is the failing answer or
the cooptation of Islamophobia by the
power centers.

TRT Akademi Dergisi: What does a
Westerner think when he/she sees a
Muslim at first glance? What comes to
his/her mind first?

Prof. Dr. Farid Hafez: According to
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basta kadinlar olmak lzere baski, sa-
vas, siddet ve teror gibi terimlerle ¢ok
olumsuz bir sekilde ¢agristirilmaktadir.
Bu, Misliman karsiti séylemin hege-
monik olmasa da oldukga gii¢lii oldu-
gunu gosteriyor.

TRT Akademi Dergisi: Bir Batili igin ge-
nel “islam algis’”’ni yaratan dinamikler
nelerdir?

Prof. Dr. Farid Hafez: Musliimanlarin
ilis-
kin medyada yer alan ve siyasi tartig-

din  6zglrlGginin ayrimciligina

malar gibi farkli dinamiklerde yatan
temellerden birinin, Misliimanlarin
ulus devletlerin ulusal organina tehdit
olusturdugu varsayimi oldugunu disu-
nlyorum. Boyle bir okumaya ve Mus-
Iimanlarin toplumsal tehdit olarak al-
gilanmasina dayanarak kisitlamalarin

uygulanmasi uzak degildir.

TRT Akademi
ve nefret

Dergisi: Carpitilan

soylemiyle birlestirilen
"Mdisliman imajina" karsi yapilacak
cahsmalar hakkindaki disinceleriniz

nelerdir?

Prof. Dr. Farid Hafez: Bence bu imaj sa-
dece bir tarafi. Asil sorulmasi gereken
soru, iktidardakilerin neden Musli-
manlarin bu k&t imajina en basta ihti-
yac duyduklaridir. Mislimanlar ile ilgili
higbir sorun yok. Ama iktidardakiler bu
sorunu yarattilar ve ona "Musliman"
adini verdiler. Degisim ancak iktidarda-
kiler her seyi islam’a ve Misliimanlara
yikmamaya, Muslimanlar iktidar ya-
pilarindan dislamamaya ve hayatlarini

many polls and researches conducted
throughout the last two decades, the
term Islam and Muslim is very negati-
vely connotated with terms like opp-
ression, especially of women, war and
violence as well as terror. This shows
that the anti-Muslim discourse is quite
strong if not nearly hegemonic.

TRT Akademi Dergisi: What are the dy-

|u

namics that creates the general “per-

ception of Islam” for a Westerner?

Prof. Dr. Farid Hafez: | think one of the
roots that lies at different dynamics
such as media coverage and political
debates about the discrimination of
Muslim religious freedom is the as-
sumption that Muslims pose a threat
to the national body of nation states.
Based on such a reading and the per-
ception of Muslims as social threats,
the implementation of constraints is
not far.

TRT Akademi Dergisi: What are your
thoughts on the work to be done aga-
inst the “Image of Muslims”, which is
being distorted and combined with
hate speech?

Prof. Dr. Farid Hafez: | think the image
is one thing. The much more impor-
tant question to be asked is why those
in power need this bad image of Mus-
lims in the first place. There is no prob-
lem with Muslims. But those in power
have created this problem and named
it ‘Muslim’. A change can only come if
those in power are willing not to blame
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yasamalarina izin vermeye istekliyse
gerceklesebilir.

TRT Akademi islamofobik

hareketler hangi araclarla yuruttliyor?

Dergisi:

Medya bu araglari haber dilinde nasil
kullaniyor?

Prof. Dr. Farid Hafez: Medya, islam ve
Musliimanlara yonelik bakis agilarini
vayginlastiran en glcli kanallardan
biridir. Ozellikle Mislimanlarin azinlik
oldugu ve ¢ogu insanin highir Misli-
mani bizzat tanimadigi llkelerde med-
yanin etkisi cok buyik. iktidardakileri
dengede tutmak i¢in kullanilan ideolo-
jik bir kelime hazinesine ait olan teror,
radikallesme ve asirilikgilik gibi termi-
nolojilerin islam ve Mislimanlarla il-
gili olacak kadar yaygin ve normal hale
geldigini gorebiliriz. Bu, medya kapsa-
minin politik etkisini ortaya koymakta-
dir.

TRT Akademi islamofobi

geleneksel ve dijital medyaya nasil

Dergisi:

yansiyor?

Prof. Dr. Farid Hafez: Geleneksel med-
ya, uzun slredir faaliyet gosteren ga-
zeteler, devlet televizyonu ve radyo-
su, muhalif gruplar icin daha merkezi
hale gelen sosyal medyanin aksine,
cogu Ulkenin gli¢ yapilarini genis ol¢u-
de yansitmaktadir. Genel olarak sosyal
medya, Muslimanlara karsi kullanilan
saldirgan nefret sdyleminin yayginlas-
tirilmasi igin kesinlikle énemli ve bi-
yiiyen bir ara¢ haline gelmistir. izleme
merkezleri, Mdislimanlara karsi sal-

everything on Islam and Muslims, not
to exclude Muslims from the power
structures and let them live their lives.

TRT Akademi Dergisi: Through which
instruments are Islamophobic move-
ments being carried out? How does
the media use these instruments in
the language of news?

Prof. Dr. Farid Hafez: The media is one
of the strongest channels to dissemina-
te perspectives on Islam and Muslims.
Especially in countries, where Muslims
are minorities and most people do not
even know any Muslim personally, the
media’s impact is tremendous. We can
see those terminologies like terror, ra-
dicalization, and extremism, which be-
long to an ideological arsenal of voca-
bularies that are used to stabilize those
in power, have become so mainstream
and normal to be related to Islam and
Muslims. This reveals the political im-
pact of media coverage.

TRT Akademi Dergisi: How is Islamop-
hobia reflected in traditional and digi-
tal media?

Prof. Dr. Farid Hafez: Traditional media,
longtime established newspapers and
state television and radio, widely refle-
ct the power structures of most count-
ries in contrast to social media that has
become more central for oppositional
groups. Social media in general has
definitely become an important and
growing tool for the dissemination of
aggressive hate-speech that is used
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dirgan ve siddetli konusmalarin nasil
kullanildigini gozlemliyor ve bazi du-
rumlarda Myanmar veya Hindistan’da
oldugu gibi Muslimanlara karsi ayak-
lanmalarin ve katliamlarin da merke-
zinde yer aliyor.

TRT Akademi Dergisi: Bati ile islam
medeniyeti arasinda saglikh bir iliski
kurulmasi agisindan, iliskinin her iki
tarafinin bireysel, sosyal ve kurumsal
diizeyde sorumluluklari sizce nelerdir?

Prof. Dr. Farid Hafez: Bati Ulkelerinin
pek c¢ogunda Mislimanlar dikkate
deger bir azinlik olusturmaktadir. Dini
azinliklara diger dini gruplarla ayni
haklar taninmalidir. Misliimanlara gu-
venlik sorunlari merceginden bakma
egiliminin sirmesi durmali ve esitlik
yolunda yeni bir adim atilmahdir.

against Muslims. Monitoring centers
are observing how aggressive and vio-
lent talk against Muslims is being used
and in some cases is also central to ri-
ots and pogroms against Muslims such
as it was the case in Myanmar or India.

TRT Akademi Dergisi: In terms of estab-
lishing a healthy relationship between
the West and Islamic civilization, What
do you think are the responsibilities for
both sides of the relationship at the in-
dividual, social and institutional level ?

Prof. Dr. Farid Hafez: In many places
in Western countries, Muslims form
sizeable minorities. Religious minori-
ties should be granted the same rights
as other religious groups. The ongoing
tendency to look at Muslims through
the lens of security issues has to stop
and a new path towards equality has
to start.
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