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Abstract

Ankara, the capital city of Turkey, went through a rapid urbanization process, especially in the
1970s, in parallel with the growth of the country. While immigration and increasing housing
needs triggered the uncontrollable growth of the city, it accelerated its development in many
areas. Standing out with its rapid growth and development in these years, Ankara has been the
subject of a comprehensive research conducted by Geoffrey Payne between 1974-1976. The cur-
rent study provides a longitudinal approach to the city’s development and started in 2019 with
members of the Eryilmaz family, who moved from Corum to Ankara and lived in a modest
gecekondu in Dikmen and were representative of the many families who were the subject of
Payne’s work. During a reunion in 2019, the family’s story was examined via a semi-struc-
tured in-depth interview in a way that sheds light on the past as it applied to numerous house-
holds. Thus, the interactions of the people with the city, the socio-economic changes, the devel-
opments in housing and its reflections on the inhabitants are presented through a real story.
This research, which started in 1974 and has been evolving since 2019 is carried out with the
support of Professor Rugen Keles.
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Oz

Tiirkiye'nin baskenti Ankara, iilkenin biiyiimesine paralel olarak 6zellikle 1970'li yillarda hizl
bir sehirlesme siirecinden gecmistir. Artan go¢ ve ¢ogalan konut ihtiyact kentin kontrol
edilemez bicimde biiyiimesini tetiklerken, bircok konuda da sehrin kendisini gelistirmesini
hizlandirmugtir. Bu yillarda Tizla biiyiimesi ve gelismesiyle goze carpan Ankara, Ingiliz
akademisyen Geoffrey Payne'in 1974-1975 yillart arasinda yiiriittiigii kapsaml bir sehircilik
aragtirmasia konu olmugtur. Bu calisma 2019 yilinda boylamsal bir yaklagimla yeniden
giincellenmeye baslanmistir. Bu nedenle, Payne’in ¢alismasina Corum'dan Ankara’ya go¢ edip
Dikmen'de miitevazi bir gecekonduda hayatim siirdiiriirken konu olan Eryilmaz ailesinin
iiyeleri ile 2019 yilmda tekrar bulusma saglanmis ve goriisme gerceklestirilmistir. Bu
bulusmada, Eryilmaz ailesinin farkly kugaklariyla biraraya gelinmis ve ailenin Ankara ile
biitiinleserek gelisen ve degisen 50 yillik yasam hikayesi, gecmise 151k tutacak sekilde yari
yapilandirilmig sorularla derinlemesine bir goriisme teknigiyle irdelenmistir. Boylelikle kentte
yasayanlarin kent ile etkilesimleri, yasanan sosyo-ekonomik degisimler, konut kavramindaki
gelismeler ve kentin yasayanlar: iizerindeki yansimalari gercek bir hikaye iizerinden
sunulmugtur. 1974’te baslayan ve 2019 yilindan itibaren giincellenerek devam eden bu
aragtirma Prof. Dr. Rusen Keles'in destegi ile siirdiiriilmiistiir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Sehir planlama, kentsel gelisim, boylamsal arastirma, Ankara.
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Introduction

Turkey has undergone a significant population growth and urbanization pro-
cess particularly after the 1950s, and the capital city Ankara has experienced
it in all its dimensions (Ankara Metropolitan Municipality, 2017a). The pop-
ulation of Ankara increased at a far higher rate than that of the country as a
whole and increased approximately 6 times during the period 1927-1975
(World Bank, 2015). In other words, while Ankara was only a small-scale
town before the First World War with less than 30,000 people (Batuman,
2013), the city started to grow enormously after it was designated as the na-
tional capital in 1923. Based on development proposals such as the Loercher
Plan in 1924, the Jansen Plan 1928 and the Yucel & Uybadin Plan in 1958, the
population of the city reached 225,000 in 1945 and 288,000 in 1950, which
means that the city came up to the projected population for the year of 1978
almost 30 years earlier (Ankara Metropolitan Municipality, 2017b). In this pe-
riod, migration from the rural to the urban areas also considerably acceler-
ated, and Ankara became one of the most migration-receiving cities in the
country. While the annual population growth of Turkey was 2.7%, this rate
became 7.5% for Ankara (Ankara Metropolitan Municipality, 2017b). Unsur-
prisingly, this newly developing and urbanizing city was not prepared to ac-
commodate this incredible population increase and the informal settlements
(gecekondu®) became an option for meeting the increased housing needs,
which also took place in the other major cities like Istanbul and Izmir (World
Bank, 2015).

In this period, while Ankara was urbanizing rapidly, the number of rural-
urban migrants and gecekondus also increased. The gecekondus were mostly
located in Etlik, Kegiéren and Dikmen districts of Ankara, and the migrants
proved highly ingenious in meeting their needs for employment, housing
and transportation on their own despite limited physical and technical re-
source of the country (Ankara Metropolitan Municipality, 2017c).

While Ankara was facing these challenges, the city also became an attrac-
tive place that provided practical opportunities for many research studies in
terms of urban planning. Geoffrey Payne was one of the researchers who un-
dertook a comprehensive research study in Ankara in 1974-76 with the full

5 gecekondu: (Turkish for put up overnight) In violation of the zoning and building laws, on lands
or lands belonging to others or publicly, a house was built without the knowledge and consent
of the landlord (Turkish Language Association Dictionaries, 2022).
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support throughout of Professor Rusen Keles. For his study, Payne visited 12
neighbourhoods (mahalles) of Ankara and conducted household surveys and
in-depth case studies. Mehmet Ali Eryilmaz and his family, who lived in Dik-
men, were one of the leading case studies in this research even though the
research has never had a chance to be published before. However, Payne’s
research is currently used as a reference study for Cemre Sahinkaya Ozer’s
ongoing PhD study that reviews the last half century of Ankara in a longitu-
dinal study approach. Within the scope of the PhD study’s preliminary work,
Mehmet Ali Eryillmaz's family were contacted again in 2019, and a semi-struc-
tured, in-depth interview was undertaken with the family members with
Geoffrey Payne almost five decades after his original research. The story of
the Eryilmaz family was conferred as a valuable representation of the changes
in the city and at the end, the lessons and outcomes from the family’s life were
evaluated as a reflection of a rapid urbanizing capital city’s development pro-
cess. Therefore, this paper aims to investigate and present the development
process of Ankara in the last half decade (1974-2022) through the Eryilmaz
family’s story.

Methodology

In this paper, storytelling and semi structured in-depth interviews are uti-
lized as qualitative research methods with inclusion of a longitudinal ap-
proach.

Storytelling is one of the most significant ways of communication in daily
practices and life stories are a useful part of this practice. Life stories have
emerged from oral history, life history or ethnographic studies and other sim-
ilar disciplines and are mostly used to present a person's life story by bringing
notable moments together to provide information qualitatively. A life story
not only provides primary information that the interviewee and researcher
produce collaboratively. It also provides a secondary document that is open
to interpretation and contribution of third eyes such as researchers and read-
ers from any other background who are interested in the same topic. In other
words, life stories can provide useful templates to be benefitted and fulfilled
by many researchers depending on the researchers’ field of interest (Atkin-
son, 1998). Life stories are a form of their own and they are one of the most
crucial aspects of burgeoning subfields of narrative studies (Cohler, 1988;
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Josselson & Lieblich, 1993). Therefore, the life stories help not only to under-
stand the single lives stories in the communities but also their roles in the
community as a part of it (Cohler, 1998; Gergen & Gergen, 1993).

On the other hand, semi-structured in-depth interviews are mostly seen
as a conversation between two sides who have mutual interests on a topic,
and these are ideally conducted in an open and honest atmosphere (Mason,
1998). During the semi-structured in-depth interviews, the researcher asks
semi-structured and follow-up questions to the interviewee to explore more
about the topic. In contrast to a usual conversation, in-depth questions are
shaped by the probing questions of the interviewer which aims at eliciting
specific kind of information and unearthing the details of the topic (Morris,
1998). Semi-structured in-depth interviews have become a common method-
ological practice, particularly in research which investigates, interprets and
discovers the issues mostly in the context of social fields. Primary subtypes of
these interviews are thought oral histories, life stories, focus group discus-
sions and key informant meetings (Blee & Taylor, 2002). In addition to story-
telling and semi-structured in-depth interviews, a longitudinal approach is
also used in the methodology of the project. Longitudinal research is de-
scribed according to 3 main aspects which also meet the project’s cohort char-
acter: i) the data collection is conducted at least two times. ii) the data is ana-
lysed for the same or similar time period. iii) the data has comparisons across
the periods (Menard, 2002).

Since the research has unique data that covers almost a half-century of a
family’s life story, all these methods and approaches have been combined
and applied for this paper. Regarding the fact that, the first key person of the
family (Mehmet Ali Eryilmaz) already shared his family’s life story in 1974,
the second and the third generations’ life stories, were revealed during the
semi-structured in-depth interview with a longitudinal approach. The chal-
lenges, changes and enhancements in the story of the Eryilmaz Family are
evaluated as a reflection of the development of Ankara.

The Eryi1lmaz Family Story

The family in the 1970s

Life in Mehmet Ali’s hometown, Kemalli village in Corum, a village lo-
cated in central Anatolia, was not an attractive place to live in during the
1960s due to the village’s limited economic activities and the land conditions,
in addition to an unfavourable climate. Therefore, Mehmet Arif, Mehmet
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Ali’s father, sold some part of his land and distributed the money among his
sons to support them in establishing a new life in a big city with more attrac-
tions, Ankara in 1966.

Mehmet Ali and his wife Afire, as a young couple, gladly accepted this
offer, and decided to move to Sehit Mevliit Meri¢ Mahallesi® close to Dikmen
area in the south of Ankara with the help of their former villagers who al-
ready migrated to the same place. They believed that their contacts would
help them to find a squatter unit (gecekondu) to settle in the neighbourhood.

After Mehmet Ali’s arrival in Ankara in 1966, his other two brothers,
[brahim, Mustafa and Adil, decided to move to the same place as well in 1967
and 1968, respectively. In this period, Mehmet Ali hosted his brothers in his
gecekondu, and supported them economically. However, city life needed more
money, and Mehmet Ali still had to search for a permanent job. Luckily, With
the help of his friends, he was able to find a job at the Middle East Technical
University as a service worker. This improvement encouraged Mehmet Ali
to build a new and more comfortable gecekondu for his family and his broth-
ers. Therefore, he started searching for an empty piece of land in the same
neighbourhood, and eventually, found a convenient plot and bought it via a
private speculator. This plot was approximately 450m? and Mehmet Ali built
his own gecekondu on it for his extended family of 8. Meanwhile, the oldest
brother, Fikri, got married in 1973. Even though Fikri and his wife carried on
living in the same gecekondu with Mehmet Ali’s family and the other brothers,
things got harder when Fikri and his wife had a child. The gecekondu became
too small for all of them, and Mehmet Ali decided to extend the gecekondu to
provide more space for Fikri and his family.

Mehmet Ali and his brothers carried on living in $Sehit Mevliit Meri¢ Ma-
hallesi in Ankara in the 1970s, and kept their network with their former vil-
lagers and often met. Moreover, the wives of the brothers also spent most of
their days together and did not need to change either their daily habits or
their clothes. They even carried on spending a day of each month to make
bread as they used to do in their village in Corum. Distinctively, the younger
brothers could integrate into city life more easily than the older ones. For in-
stance, the young brother, Veyis, moved to France for working even though
he stayed there less than a year, started learning French and his children got

¢ mahalle: Each of the parts into which a city, town, or large village is divided (Turkish Language
Association Dictionaries, 2022).
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their primary school diplomas, unimaginable in their former life in the vil-
lage.

With the passing of time, the expectations of the families on housing got
higher as the core families of each brother extended. As a reflection of adapt-
ing to city life better and a response to the need for individualization, the
brothers started having separate and larger rooms in their own gecekondus,
particularly to be used as living room and bedroom. In 1976, even though
Mehmet Ali concerned about not having an official title for his gecekondu and
its plot, he decided to rebuild his gecekondu as all the neighbours and friends
guaranteed that it would not be a risk for him.

Meanwhile, Mehmet Ali’s father Mehmet Arif started to come to Ankara
from Corum, and stay during winters in his sons” houses until the snow
melted in the village in Corum. There were also internal conflicts in the village
among the siblings of Mehmet Arif in contrast to his children in Ankara, who
were supporting each other to establish a new life together.

Mehmet Ali and his sons carried on living in their own gecekondus in the
same area and things improved gradually. Mehmet Ali passed away in 1989
and his children started to gain their independence, improved their living
standards and moved to apartments in multi-storey buildings. As many ex-
amples, the Eryilmaz family successfully adapted and integrated into urban
life and established their lives in the city (Payne, 1977; Payne, 2007).

The family in the 2020s

Even after Mehmet Ali passed away, the Eryilmaz family and Geoffrey
Payne stayed in touch until the early 2000s, though both sides unfortunately
then lost each other’s contact details.

However, as part of the research for the ongoing longitudinal research
project, Cemre Sahinkaya Ozer made a search of local registries. A major chal-
lenge was that administrative changes resulted in the names and the borders
of the neighbourhood were changed in the 1980s. After a short meeting with
the district municipality, it was discovered that the neighbourhood that was
called Sehit Mevliit Meri¢ Mahallesi in Payne’s reference study in the 1970s,
is currently called Sehit Cengiz Karaca Mahallesi. In addition to this, the bor-
ders of the neighbourhood also became smaller due to the regulatory
changes. The overlapped current and old maps of the neighbourhood are
demonstrated within the plot of the Eryilmaz family in Map 1 below (See Fig-
ure 1).
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Figure 1. The changes in the borders of the mahalle, and Eryilmaz family's plot (in circle)
in 1971 and 2019 (Sahinkaya Ozer & Payne, 2022: This image was created by the authors.)

Afterwards, a meeting with the administrative representative of the neigh-
bourhood (muhtar’) was conducted and the idea of the research was ex-
plained. It was confirmed that the members of the Eryilmaz family were still
living in the same neighbourhood. With the help of the mukhtar, Arif Eryil-
maz, the youngest son of Mehmet Ali, was contacted and a reunion with
Eryilmaz family members and both authors of this chapter was arranged al-
most 50 years after Payne’s initial meeting.

The Meeting with the Eryi1lmaz Family After 5 Decades

The meeting with the Eryillmaz Family was undertaken at the end of Novem-
ber 2019 in Arif Eryi1lmaz’s apartment, which was located in the next plot of
the family’s former gecekondu.

Geoffrey Payne came from London to meet the family again after 5 dec-
ades, and the Eryillmaz family was out in force for the meeting. Most of the
members that consist of the second and third generations of the family joined
the meeting as shown in bold the family tree in Figure 2 below. Unfortu-
nately, it was learnt that the wife of Mehmet Ali, Afire, and the two sons, Fikri
and Musa, had sadly passed away.

7 mukhtar: The person chosen by the residents of that village or neighborhood to carry out the
legal affairs of the village or neighborhood (Turkish Language Association Dictionaries, 2022).
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Mehmet Arif - Hafize Eryilmaz
Mustafa Eryrimaz Ibrahim Eryilmaz Mehmet Ali - Afire Adil Eryiimaz Veyis Eryiimaz Seyfi Eryiimaz
Eryilmaz
— O Salim - Fatos if - Nil Hafize Eryil
Fikei Eryilmaz Oifet Hanim Ramazan - Edaviye hruss = URd Eryl Arif = Nilifer Pl
Eryiimaz Eryiimaz s Eryilmaz Ayhan §imsek
Murat-  Sedat Vedat Serap  Sema Esma Umit Ezgi Beste Esra Merve Burcu Elif Tuba Ahmet Beyza
Nilifer Eryimaz Eryilmaz Eryimaz Eryiimaz  Eryilmaz gryiimaz  Eryimaz Eryilmaz  Eryilmaz Eryimaz  Eryilmaz  Eryilmaz  gimgek- §imgek  Simgek
Eryilmaz Bolent  -Burel -Nils Tunca Onur
Golak Senkalayci Nolde Biger Kilavuz

Figure 2. The family tree of the Eryilmaz family
(Sahinkaya Ozer & Payne, 2022: This image was created by the authors.)

In the meeting, the story of the family over the last 50 years was discussed
with semi-structured questions during a feast of home-cooked food. The
youngest son of Mehmet Ali Arif Eryllmaz and the daughter Hafize Eryillmaz
confirmed that they remembered Geoffrey Payne’s visit in their gecekondu in
the 1970s during the research project and photographs of the early study were
shown with great interest. Arif Eryilmaz mentioned that he carried on living
in the same area even though his siblings settled in other districts of Ankara
and underlined that only his brother Musa Eryilmaz lived in Mersin, in the
south of Turkey, due to his work as a teacher.

Arif Eryilmaz gave a particular importance on recording the interview
and recounted changes on the family’s gecekondu housing over the years. In
Figure 3 below, the view from the family’s extended gecekondu is shown.
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Figure 3. The Eryilmaz family’s gecekondu in the 1990s (Photo credit: Arif Eryilmaz)

Afterwards, Arif Eryillmaz carried on replying the questions about the de-
tails of the transformation process of their gecekondus in parallel to their lives
in the city (See Figure 4).

, Wl

Figure 4. Arif Eryilmaz showed the family pictures during the meeting
(Photo credit: the authors.)

According to his statements, the gecekondu of the Eryilmaz Family was
transformed into apartment blocks in the early 2000s and the family agreed
with a contractor to give their plot to be constructed. He also explained that
“We used to live here, just in the next plot. When the gecekondus started to be demol-
ished, we had a plot of 350m?. However, we have voluntarily left some part of our land

2060 idealkent



A Reflection of a Capital City, Ankara: The Eryilmaz Family Story

to the municipality to come into service as a public green area. After this change, we
had a share for the leftover 187 m? land. According to our contract with the builder,
we received 2 flats in this building including one on the first floor. Later, we sold the
flat on the first floor and shared the money among the siblings. Since then, I am living
in this flat with my core family...” A current view from the Arif Eryillmaz’s
house can be seen in Figure 5 below.

Figure 5. The view from Arif Eryilmaz's apartment (Photo credit: the authors.)

Here, it is beneficial to give some details about the transformation process
of the family’s gecekondu and the family in order to understand the transfor-
mation process and the cultural approach that often takes place.

The six children of Mehmet Ali Eryllmaz (Arif, Ramazan, Musa, Salim,
Fikri, Hafize) became official owners of the two flats and normally, it is usual
to sell the houses and share the money equally between the siblings. How-
ever, Arif Eryllmaz suggested giving the priority to the two siblings before
they shared the money, as the chief of the family since these two siblings did
not own a house and their economic conditions were not strong enough to
afford to buy one for themselves. Therefore, the money after the sale of the
flat was first used in order to help to buy new dwellings for these two siblings.
Later, the rest of the money was distributed among the other siblings that
already had a flat. Here, it is understood that the Eryilmaz family has strong
and sentient relationships and they do care about each other. As another
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point, the family members see Arif Eryillmaz as an authority, and they respect
his decisions and are open for suggestions.

Moreover, it was clear that the Eryillmaz family felt a personal attachment
to their mahalle. Although the family accepted to move into an apartment in
the same mahalle after the transformation of their gecekondu, it is obvious that
it would not be that easy to move into any other neighbourhoods in Ankara
for them as they had lived in the same place for almost half a century and
were familiar with it.

In the meeting, the changes in the lives of the other siblings and the
younger generations were also discussed as parallel to other changes in the
city. For instance, Ezgi Eryillmaz (the granddaughter of Mehmet Ali Eryilmaz
and the daughter of Musa Eryilmaz) replied to questions related to gecekondu
days and her childhood as a third-generation representative and said that
“My father (Musa) is the only one among the six children of Mehmet Ali, who lived
his life outside of Ankara. He is also the only one among the siblings who went to
university for further education. He had thought about giving up studying at some
point because he needed to work full time and support his family. It is fair to say edu-
cation was seen a luxury in economic conditions like his family’s. But my grandfather
Mehmet Ali was actually very fond of education. He only never had even the slightest
chance to pursue it. It is a very nice detail that he was a worker in this university, and
I studied there 40 years later. So my grandfather and my father’s siblings supported
him economically and spiritually for him to complete his studies, which again proves
that they are always there for each other. I find it very emotional. And later as my
father was appointed to Mersin after university in the beginning of his career, there it
started for the Eryilmaz family to expand outside of Ankara. So we used to live in
Mersin with my parents (Musa-Ulkii Eryilmaz). Therefore, we only visited Ankara
in holidays twice a year or so. Actually, I remembered that I was really enjoying the
time when we came here for visits. I used to find gecekondu life very adventurous and
exciting, because in Mersin we were living in apartments. It was even possible here
to feed the chickens and collect the fresh eggs every day from the coop in the garden. ..
Kids were playing all around, trees have handmade hammocks, there were even cows
in the garden and this was the middle of Ankara! 1t felt like a calm rural village there.
At the first grade when my classmates in Mersin who never seen Ankara get excited
about learning about our capital city, surely it wouldn’t be what they expect to see.
Such a contrast... I loved playing with 30-40 kids at the same time in the streets. But
I also remember the other kids that were living here were sometimes judging me for
being a “city girl” because perhaps they knew that I did not experience those things
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in my daily life in Mersin. I was feeling a little apologetic each time I come here for
some reason. But I loved being here no matter what.”

Ezgi Eryilmaz graduated from METU (Middle East Technical University)
as an urban planner in 2014, the same university where her grandfather
Mehmet Ali used to work providing services. She has worked for interna-
tional organizations and currently started to live abroad with her husband
who is a foreign national, which would still be seen unlikely for a modest
family in a mahalle, since residents are normally more reserved and attached
to their communities.

However, Eryllmaz family’s ties with the past and their village did not
end here. At the end of the meeting, Arif Eryillmaz underlined that they still
visit their village in Corum every year yet they feel more attached to Ankara,
and also added that they have a hobby house in Golbas: district, on the out-
skirts of Ankara. In the last part of the meeting, the authors visited the hobby
house and learnt that the family spend their weekends in there, and be closer
to the nature, and feel better. In this sense, they now have the best of both
rural and urban worlds, the result of a journey through the generations that
has proved typical for millions of people who migrated to Ankara, and many
other rapidly growing cities during the 1970s and since.

Conclusions

According to the findings of the original research, the initial findings of the
ongoing study and the semi-structured in-depth interview with the family
members, it was found that the Eryillmaz family was an excellent example of
how a traditional family could improve their socio-economic and educational
level over the last half-century in a rapidly growing city (See Figure 6).
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Figure 6. The members of the Eryilmaz Family and the authors during the meeting
(Photo credit: the authors.)

In parallel to Ankara’s development, expansion and transformation over
the last 50 years, the family was able to adapt to modern city life and its re-
quirements as individuals without losing their strong family bonds and tra-
ditions and they continue improving and developing. In the meeting, it be-
came possible to observe and discover details and changes in a family over the
five decades with the contributions of the three generations of family members.

First of all, it was observed that the first and particularly the second generation
of the family (Arif Ery1llmaz and his siblings) have led a more modest and tradi-
tional life style in the apartments they acquired after the transformation of the
gecekondus and continue to reside in Ankara. This generation has developed in
accordance with the changing and developing life conditions of the city and suc-
ceeded in improving their living conditions. However, the generation that we
can call the third generation (as understood in the interview with Ezgi Eryillmaz)
has a more open profile to develop and benefit from the opportunities offered by
the international opportunities. In other words, with the second generation of the
family who migrated from Corum to Ankara, a sense of belonging to the city was
formed and they became a part of the city, whereas the third generation has
spread their wings thanks to the achievement of their parents.

At the end of the meeting, it was seen that particularly the second generation
of the family still feel more connected to the single houses and gardens, rather
than a flat-based city life with a limited green area in the city, as the city loses its
green space and has more built-up areas. Therefore, it can be said that the

2064 idealkent



A Reflection of a Capital City, Ankara: The Eryilmaz Family Story

Eryilmaz family, who started their journey with a gecekondu in Ankara, has com-
pleted their circle and ended up both with a modern apartment in the city and a
hobby garden within a small shelter on open land outside the built-up area, giv-
ing them the benefits of both. Even though the family is very engaged in city life,
they feel more comfortable and relaxed when they are back to their roots, when
they are free in a garden with a shelter and be more productive again. This im-
pression was shared by households in other mahalles. Several reported that they
could not imagine when they first moved to the city that they would ever enjoy
the facilities and services they now have in Ankara. Yet, they also miss the sense
of community that had enabled them to settle and thrive in the city.

All in all, one can therefore say that the Eryilmaz family has become a suc-
cessful representative of the changes in the capital city over last half-century pe-
riod. Naturally, the priorities and the perspectives of the family members have
changed among the generations as the city has developed. The conditions have
also improved in the family members’ lives gradually throughout these three
generations. While the first generation (Mehmet Ali Eryilmaz) was able to mi-
grate to Ankara from Corum and could settle in a gecekondu and find a job, the
second generation (Arif Eryillmaz and his siblings) could receive a better educa-
tion, find proper jobs in time and afford their own houses in the city. The third
generation, as represented via Ezgi Eryillmaz’s story, the members could reach
satisfying educational facilities and later, became able to complete the university
degrees, find jobs as qualified employees even in abroad, and afford their hous-
ing and other needs easier than their previous generations. In this process, the
family members started to live internationally and accepted all these changes as
a part of their lives. Even though the family still miss their gecekondu days, they
are happy to live in the same mahalle that they feel they belonged to and adapt to
the changes without losing their traditional characteristics. Therefore, we can still
discuss the meaning of “development” and “progress”. Even though these terms
are closely related to economical and physical changes and improvements in the
city-scale, one may still argue that these will not be possible without having the
inhabitants” support and involvements. It is also possible to say that many fami-
lies were not as lucky and successful as the Eryilmaz family was considering
other challenges such as being forced to move out to another place due to the
transformation of the residential areas or having serious economic limitations.

At a personal level the biggest advantage of the Eryillmaz family was having
strong family and community relationships and being able to adapt to the city
life, and willingness to improve themselves, starting from the Mehmet Ali
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Eryllmaz’s first days in Ankara. At a societal level, conditions in the 1970s and
80s made it relatively easy for rural-urban migrants to find a plot of land, build a
home and access services on terms and conditions that were amenable to tradi-
tional rural practices of community management such as imece® and salma’.

Unfortunately, these traditions -like many similar ones- have weakened over
time and lost their importance in the major cities. Ankara now has a population
of nearly 5.6 million, is freed from gecekondus and continues to grow, but faces the
danger of losing its identity, culture and texture. Dikmen Valley, which was de-
scribed as "a developed agricultural area before rural-urban migration expanded the city”
in Payne's report in 1977, has turned into one of the wealthiest central districts of
Ankara today and is famous for its high-rise buildings. Nevertheless, examples
such as the Eryllmaz family shed light on the city's past and the great change it
has undergone, and provide hope for the future. Conditions have changed sig-
nificantly over the decades and the current research seeks to assess the current
options available to the city’s increasing population and how the past can help
improve understanding of the present and prepare for the future.

All in all, the Eryillmaz family's story can be seen as a valuable source that
reflects the changes, challenges, and improvements in the capital city over the last
half-century. Obviously, the family has not only built their gecekondus and their
individual lives, but they have also helped the city to build itself. Hopefully, the
family will carry on reflecting the positive changes of the city in the future as well.
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