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PRAEFATIO

Seleucia dergimiz on ikinci sayisinda yine degerli yazarlarin katkilariyla ve zengin
bir igerikle sizlerle bulusuyor. Bu sayimizda, Seleucia ad Calycadnumdaki Azize
Thekla kutsal yerinden, Anemurium ve Flaviopolise; Olba’ya kadar uzanan bir
cografyada ulagilan arkeolojik veriler 1g131nda yapilan yorum ve yaklagimlarin yer
aldigy Cilicia ¢aligmalarini okuma firsatin1 bulacaksimiz. Hazir Ciliciadan ¢ok
uzaklasmadan, Isauriada Eirenopolis kirsalina, oradaki sarap atdlyeleri ile ilgili
bilgi sahibi olacaksiniz. Bati Anadoluda Kadikalesi - Anaia sikke buluntularini,
Klazomenai kazist amphora buluntulari i¢inde 6zel bir grubu, Stratonikeiadan iyi
¢oban heykelcigini taniyacaksiniz. Bu sayimizda farklilik yaratan ti¢ ayr1 ¢alisma da
yer almakta. Bunlardan biri, sizleri Endiiliis diyarina gotiirecek; digeri Bizans kilise
muzigi konusunda bir degerlendirme niteliginde sizlere ulagacak. Sonuncusu ise
1740 yilinda Paris’te basilan Michel Le Quien’in yapitinda Anemurium konusunda
verilen bilgileri sunacak. Mimaride “anitsallik” kavramini ¢ok yonli olarak inceledigi
degerli ¢aligma ise zengin yorumlariyla mimarlik tarihi ¢aligmalarinda 6nemli bir
bagvuru yapiti olacak. Seleucianin editérleri olarak 2011 yilindan bu yana her
yil araliksiz olarak yayinlanan dergimizin on ikinci yilinda sizlerle bulusmanin
mutluluk ve gururunu yasamakta ve gelecekte de yayin gelenegimizi siirdirmeyi

amaglamaktayiz.

Editorler:

Prof. Dr. Emel Erten

Prof. Dr. Diane Favro

Prof. Dr. Fikret Yegiil

Dr. Murat Ozyildirim (Bas Editor)



PREFACE

As the commission of editors of Seleucia we are proud to present the twelfth issue
of our journal. This issue is rich in content: Our followers will have the privilege of
reading a selection of original works on Cilicia starting from the holy site of Hagia
Thecla in Seleucia ad Calycadnum to Anemurium, Flaviopolis and Olba. They will
be acquainted with the wine workshops in Isauria in Eirenopolis, not much far from
Cilicia. This issue also contains a group of articles on the archaeology of western
Anatolia such as coins from Kadikalesi - Anaia, a specific group of amphorae from
Clazomenai, a statuette from Stratonicaea. We believe that three articles in this issue
will particularly attract the attention of our readers, the one on the caliphal image
in Medinat’al Zahra in Andalusia and the other on Byzantine music, and finally the
article about the mention of Anemurium in the French scholar’s Michel Le Quien’s
work which was published in 1740 in Paris. The valuable article on monumentality
in architecture with its exceptional treatment of the subject will be a reference work
of great importance for future studies of architectural history. As the editors of
Seleucia, we are glad and proud of being able to publish continuously since 2011

and are hoping to maintain the tradition in the future.

Editors:

Prof. Dr. Emel Erten

Prof. Dr. Diane Favro

Prof. Dr. Fikret Yegil

Dr. Murat Ozyﬂdmm (editor in chief)



Olba Kazis1 Serisi
Seleucia

Makale Bagvuru Kurallar:

Seleucia, Olba Kazisi yayini olarak yilda bir say1 yayinlanir. Yayinlanmas: istenen makalelerin
en ge¢ Subat ayinda gonderilmis olmasi gerekmektedir. Seleucia, arkeoloji, eski ¢ag dilleri ve
kultirleri, eski ¢ag tarihi, sanat tarihi konularinda yazilan, daha 6nce yayinlanmayan yalnizca
Tiirkge, Ingilizce caligmalar: ve kitap tanitimlarini yayinlar.

Yazim Kurallar

Makaleler, Times New Roman yazi karakterinde, word dosyasinda, baglik 12 punto bas harfleri
biiyiik harf, metin ve kaynakga 10 punto, dipnotlar 9 punto ile yazilmalidir. Sayfa sayisi, kaynakea
dahil en ¢ok on sayfa olmalidir. Mize, kazi, ylzey arastirmasi malzemelerinin yayin izinleri,
makale ile birlikte yollanmalidir. Kitap tanitimlari, ti¢ sayfay: gegmemelidir. Caligmada ara baghik
varsa bold ve kiigiik harflerle yazilmalidir. Tiirkge ve Ingilizce 6zetler, makale adinin altinda, 9
punto, iki yiiz sézctigi gegmemelidir. Ozetlerin altinda Ingilizce ve Tiirkge beser anahtar sozciik,
9 punto olarak “anahtar s6zciikler” ve “keywords” bagliginin yaninda verilmelidir. Doktora ve
yiiksek lisans tezlerinden olusturulan makaleler, yayina kabul edilmemektedir.

* Dipnotlar, her sayfanin altinda verilmelidir. Dipnotta yazar soyads, yayin yili ve sayfa numarast
siralamast agagidaki gibi olmalidir. Demirig 2006, 59.

* Kaynakga, ¢caligmanin sonunda yer almali ve dipnottaki kisaltmay: agiklamalidir.

Kitap i¢in:
Demirig 2006 Demirig, B., Roma Yazininda Tarih Yaziciligy, Ege Yay., Istanbul.

Makale igin:
Kagar 2009  Kagar, T., “Arius: Bir ‘Sapkin'in Kisa Hikayesi”, Lucerna Klasik Filoloji Yazilar,
Istanbul.

* Makalede kullanilan fotograf, resim, harita, ¢izim, sekil vs. metin i¢inde yalnizca (Lev. 1), (Lev.
2) kisaltmalari bigiminde “Levha” olarak yazilmali, makale sonunda “Levhalar” baglig1 altinda
sirali olarak yazilmalidir. Biitiin levhalar, jpeg ya da tift formatinda 300 dpi olmalidir. Alints
yapilan levha varsa sorumlulugu yazara aittir ve mutlaka alint: yeri belirtilmelidir.

* Levha sayis1 her makalede 10 adet ile kisitlhdur.

* Latince - Yunanca sozciklerin yaziminda 6zel isimlerde; varsa Turkge ek virgille ayrilmals,
ornegin; Augustus’un, cins isimler italik yazilmali, varsa Turkge ek, italik yapilmadan sozciige
bitisik yazilmalidir, 6rnegin; caveanin.

* Tarih belirtilirken MO ve MS nokta kullamilmadan, makale baghklari ile yazar ad ve
soyadlarinda sadece bag harfler biytik harf olarak yazilmalidir.



Olba Excavations Series

Seleucia

Scope

Seleucia is annually published by the Olba Excavations Series. Deadline for sending papers is
February of each year. Seleucia features previously unpublished studies and book reviews on
archaeology, ancient languages and cultures, ancient history and history of art written only in

Turkish or English.

Publishing Principles

Articles should be submitted as word documents, with font type Times New Roman, font sizes
12 points for headings (first letters should be capitalized), 10 points for text, and 9 points for
footnotes and references. The number of pages of each article should not be longer than ten
pages, including the bibliography. If the study is on some material/materials from a museum or
an excavation, the permission for publication should be submitted together with the article. The
book reviews should not be longer than three pages. If there are sub-titles, the headings should
be written bold with small letters. Abstracts written in both Turkish and English should appear
below the heading of the article, should be size of 9 points and minimum count of words should
be 200. Below the abstracts, a minimum of 5 keywords for both languages should be included (of
size 9 points) below the headings “anahtar sozciikler” and “keywords”. The articles produced out
of master’s theses or doctoral dissertations will not be accepted for publication.

¢ Footnotes should be given under each page. The ordering of author surname, year of publication
and page number should be as follows: Demirig 2006, 59.

¢ 'The reference list should appear at the end of the study and should explain the abbreviation
given in the footnote.

Book format:
Demirig 2006 Demirig, B., Roma Yazininda Tarih Yaziciligi, Ege Yay., Istanbul.

Article format:

Kagar 2009  Kagar, T., “Arius: Bir ‘Sapkin'in Kisa Hikayesi”, Lucerna Klasik Filoloji Yazilari,
Istanbul.

* Photographs, pictures, maps, drawings, figures etc. used in the article should be referred to in
the text as (Fig. 1), (Fig. 2) as abbreviations, and an ordered list of these items should appear
at the end of the article under the heading “Figures”. All figures should be in JPEG or TIFF
format with 300 dpi. If there are figures cited, the responsibility lies with the author and
citation should be explicitly given. The number of figures for each article is limited to 10.
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Hellenistic and Early Roman Imperial Glass Finds
from the Acropolis of Olba

Emel Erten’ — Emine Akkus Kogak™

Abstract

Archaeological excavations carried out at the acropolis of Olba provided important evidence
on the settlement history of the site from the Late Chalcolithic — Early Bronze Age onwards.
Roman rule and the process of “Romanization” started in the region - including Olba - after
Pompey’s victory over the Cilician pirates in the Eastern Mediterranean. Olba which was already
a residential center in the Hellenistic period, transformed into a Roman town during the process
of “Romanization” in the region. Excavations on the eastern slope of the acropolis in AZ 5 - AZ
14 trenches yielded glass finds dating back to the Hellenistic period until the end of the seventh
century when Olba was abandoned.

In this study the Hellenistic and Early Imperial Roman glass from the acropolis of Olba will be
presented and evaluated. While Hellenistic glass finds from the acropolis reveal the presence of
typical forms for the time; Roman Imperial glass vessels and objects have characteristics found
throughout the entire Roman world. In addition to the mass-produced, regular free-blown table
wares, highly sophisticated products from Early Imperial times were discovered during the
excavations of Olba. Thus, it should be concluded that Olba was more than a provincial hilltop
settlement center, but rather a typical Roman town demanding luxury goods for an exclusive life
style.

Keywords: Rough Cilicia, Olba, Glass, Hellenistic Period, Roman Imperial Period.

Olba Akropolisi Hellenistik ve Erken Roma Imparatorluk Dénemi
Cam Buluntular:

Oz
Son yillarda Olba akropolisi kazilarindan elde edilen veriler, daha 6nce Hellenistik Dénemde
basladig: distntilen yerlesimin ¢ok daha erken tarihlere, Ge¢ Kalkolitik — Erken Tun¢ Cagi'na

Prof. Dr. Emel Erten, Ankara Haci Bayram Veli Universitesi, Edebiyat Fakiiltesi, Arkeoloji
Bolimi, Emniyet Mahallesi, Abant 1 cad., Yenimahalle/Ankara, Ttirkiye.

E-posta: emel.erten@hbv.edu.tr Orcid no: 0000-0002-3295-3610.

Arg. Gor. Dr. Emine Akkus Kogak, Yozgat Bozok Universitesi, Fen-Edebiyat Fakiiltesi, Arkeoloji
Bolimi, Erdogan Akdag Kampist, Atatiirk Yolu 7. km, Merkez/Yozgat, Turkiye.

E-posta: emine.akkus1982@gmail.com Orcid no: 0000-0001-7365-0029.
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kadar dayandigini géstermektedir. Dogu Akdenizdeki korsanlik hareketine karst MS birinci
ylzyilin ikinci yarisinda Pompeius’un kazandig: basari sonrasinda, Roma egemenligi altina giren
bolge genelinde oldugu gibi Olbada da “Romalilasma” stireci baglar. Hellenistik Dénemde kent
kimligi kazanan Olba, bdylece tarihinde yeni bir agamaya girmis olur. Olba akropolisinin dogu
kesiminde AZ 5- AZ 14 agmalarinda yapilan kazilar, konut ve mezarlarin yer aldif1 bir yerlesim
alanini agiFa ¢ikartmistir. Burada ele gecen cam buluntular Hellenistik Dénemden bagslayarak
Olba yasantisinda camin yer aldigimi ve kullanildigini géstermektedir. Cam buluntular, kentin
terk edildigi MS yedinci ytzyila dek uzanan bir zaman diliminde streklilik géstermektedirler.

Bu ¢aligmada s6z konusu kazilarda bulunan Hellenistik ve Erken Roma Imparatorluk Dénemi
camlar1 incelenecek ve tamitilacaktir. Bu camlar, Olba'min 6ncelikle Hellenistik Donem’in tipik
cam eserlerinin tanindifs, ulagtiFt bir merkez oldugunu géstermektedir. Romalilagma stirecinde
ise, ortak Roma kiiltirtintin bir Gyesi olarak Olba’nin iligkilerini ve varligini devam ettirdigi cam
buluntular araciligiyla anlagilmaktadir. Ozellikle sadece giinlitk kullanimi yansitan basit ve seri
tiretim cam vazolarin yaninda Roma diinyasinin seckin ve ender bulunan liks cam vazolarina ait
pargalarin da Olbada ele ge¢mis olmasi, kentin basit bir tagra dagbas: yerlesiminden 6te Roma
dunyasinin seckin eserlerini barindiran bir merkez oldufunu gdstermesi bakimindan 6nem

tagimaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Daglik Cilicia, Olba, Cam, Hellenistik Dénem, Roma imparatorluk Donemi.

Introduction

Recent archaeological excavations carried out at the acropolis of Olba produced results
that shed light on the site’s settlement history. The former view that the acropolis hill was
inhabited starting from the Hellenistic Period was completely updated based on new data
that came from the excavations!.

In the second half of the first century AD, when the process of Romanization in Rough
Cilicia was started after Pompey’s victory over the piracy in the Eastern Mediterranean,
Olba already had a long historical past. The city had connections not only with neighbouring
sites but also with many regions of the ancient Mediterranean. The urban character of Olba
which had probably coalesced during the Hellenistic period transformed to a newer stage
and completed by the architectural and social progress during the “Romanization” in the
region?. The numismatic evidence from the acropolis excavations proves that Olba was one
of the provincial towns that struck independently from nearby Diocaesareia. The coin finds
also reflect the relations of Olba with neighbouring sites such as Elaiussa Sebaste, Corycus
and Seleucia ad Calycadnum?®.

Excavations at the summit of the acropolis of Olba starting from the 2017 season have

1 Pottery finds (scored ware) from the acropolis suggests a settlement as early as the Late Chalcolithic
—Early Bronze Age in Olba: Erten 2018 b, 81-89; Erten 2021 a, 33-48.

2 For the process of Romanization in Olba see: Erten 2009, 76-85; Erten 2019 b, 103-120.

3 Aksoy 2019.
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revealed a settlement texture composed of houses, tombs and agricultural workshops that
dates back to the Hellenistic period but that intensified in the Roman Imperial era. During
the excavations in the residential area discovered on the Eastern section of the acropolis peak
(Trenches AZ 5- AZ 13), a number of glass finds were discovered which testifiy to the wide
use of glass (Fig. 1, Fig. 2). These finds are not only important for providing evidence for the
settlement history and relations of Olba but are also valuable for ancient glass studies as finds
that can be evaluated and dated by their archaeological context as well. The Early Roman
Imperial blown-glass from the site has previously been published; this study will focus on the
material as a whole including the Hellenistic finds and non-blown glass vessels and objects.

The Glass Head-Pendant

One of the earliest glass finds discovered during the acropolis excavations is a rod-formed
(shaped on a metal rod, a technique known and applied in glass production since the second
millennium BC) female head- pendant (Fig. 9.1)*. The pendant which has a height 0of 2.2 cm
was mainly made of brick-coloured glass except for the very dark blue or black glass used for

the applied eyes and dark blue and yellow glass for the twisted head-band or turban.

'The pendant is a member of a well-defined group that was current in between the seventh
and third centuries BC. The glass rod-formed pendants are known to be typical products of
Phoenecia and Carthage. They are also known for having a wide geographical distribution
including the entire Mediterranean (Levant, Cyprus, Anatolia, Greece, Italy, Spain, Egypt,
Cathage) and as far as to the Black Sea region and Central Europe (Switzerland). Since the
female head pendant from Olba came from the earth-fill in Trench AZ 5 it cannot be dated
according to its context, it should be dated and evaluated stylistically. Therefore, according
to the typologies that formed by various glass specialists, the characteristics of Olba pendant
reveal a date in the third century BC® and can be considered as the earliest glass find from
Olba, important evidence for affirming Olba’s relationships with the Mediterranean world
in the Hellenistic period.

Hellenistic Bowls

Bowls produced by sagging method were widely-used in the Hellenistic Period®. They were

classified by D. F. Grose on the basis of material that came from Tel Anafa excavations

4 'The pendant from the acropolis of Olba has been studied in detail and published: Erten 2019 a,
331-344; Erten 2021 b, 162-163, fig. 2.

5 According to V. Tatton-Brown’s typology, the Olba pendant belongs to group “h”and can be dated
to the third century BC similar examples come from Carthage and Ibiza: Tatton-Brown 1981, 148.
In the typology of M. Seefried, the Olba pendant can be placed in the “D-II” group dated to the
third and first centuries BC: Seefried 1979, 19, 21, fig. 13a-b; Seefried 1982, 30, PLIII fig. 7. The
Olba pendant can be situated in “Group IV” in Th. E. HaevernicK’s classification and again may
belong to the third century BC: Haevernick 1977, 308-309, Taf 4, 315-316, cat. No.153

6 For the production technique of the Hellenistic bowls see: Stern —Schlick-Nolte 1994, 68-79;
Lierke 2009, 101.
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and his interpretations are widely accepted though with some further comments on this
typology’.

'The Hellenistic glass bowls from Olba excavations have been studied in detail and recently
published®. The acropolis trenches are among the findspots of these typical Hellenistic glass
bowls including the “grooved”, “ribbed” and “linear-cut” versions of the type’. The majority
of the bowls that came from the acropolis trenches belong to the “grooved” type (Group A)
which is considered as the earliest (150-80 BC). A total of eight grooved bowl fragments
were found (Fig. 3.1-8), three with hemispherical form (Fig.1.1-3) and four with conical
(Fig.3.4-7).

A yellowish-green coloured bowl fragment, unlike the others, has an everted rim and
a groove on the outer surface. It was part of a large and deep bowl with a diameter of rim
of 18 cm (Fig. 3.8). Such deep bowls with no inside-grooves but with bands of external
grooves were recorded in Delos, the Athenian Agora and Knossos'. Weinberg and Stern
suggest that such bowls decorated with external grooves might be derived from Achaemenid
metalware and a date before 180 BC based on recorded examples'’. It is important to note
that this version which is less-known, having a relatively earlier date, is not considered in
general typologies and presented in a limited number of publications is among the finds of

the acropolis of Olba.

Seven examples of ribbed-bowls and linear-cut bowls from the acropolis of Olba are the
successors of the grooved type. As they were found in small pieces, it was not possible to
determine their diameters but various rim and rib shapes could be identified (Fig. 3.12-15).
Two of the linear-cut bowl fragments were identified as belonging to the deep bowls (Fig.
3.9,10); one fragment was identified as piece of a semi-spherical shallow-bowl (Fig. 3.11).

Vessel Fragment with High-Relief Decoration

An opaque white colored vessel fragment with floral (rosette) decoration in high relief was
found in Trench AZ 12 on the acropolis (Fig. 4.1). It belongs to a very exceptional group
of vessels in Roman glass which is usually considered rare and highly sophisticated'. These
products were probably inspired by the contemporary stone and metal vessels of the first
century AD. Such high relief decorations in glass occured on beakers, two handled jugs
(amphoras).

7 Grose 1979, 54-67; Grose 1981, 61-71; Grose 2012, 1-98; on the typological suggestions after
Grose see: Jackson-Tal 2004, 17-25; Jennings 2000, 41-59; Henderson 2013, 211.

8 Erten-Akkus Kogak 2019, 43-63. The study published in 2019 includes Hellenistic glass vessels
from trenches AZ 1-AZ 9 and Hellenistic glass vessels from trenches AZ 11 and AZ 12 are also
evaluated in this study.

9  Erten — Akkus Kogak 2019, 51.

10 Delos: Nenna 1999, 82, 83, P1.21.160-167; Athenian Agora: Weinberg — Stern 2009, 24, Fig. 1.17-
20; Knossos: Price 1992, 419, nos. 22-26.

11 Weinberg-Stern 2009, 24.

12 For the recorded examples of the type see: von Saldern 1991,112,117.
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'There are several views on the production techniques of these vessels and the creation of
high relief decorations composed of leaves, rosettes, circlets, and kidney-shaped projections.
One suggestion is that the surface of the cast vessel was cut for the creation of high-relief
decoration composed mainly of floral patterns®. In this case, the surrounding areas of the
high relief decoration were completely been removed, unlike the intaglio engraving which is
considered to be a decoration easier to do than high-relief. According to another suggestion
for the production of these vessels, the high relief patterns were first created by pressing hot
glass into a mold when the glass with refinements made by polishing or grinding.

Recorded examples bearing high-relief decorations come from European findspots such
as Cologne, London, Fishbourne, Rome, Pompetii, etc. Others examples come from Olympia
and Athenian Agora® . Turkey is recorded as the provenance of an elaborate amphora now
in the Hamburg Museum fiir Kunst und Gewerbe in Germany'. Apart from this vessel, it is
important to note that the Olba fragment - which probably belongs to a beaker- is the only
recorded excavation find of the type from Asia Minor

Beakers

'The major achievement in glass technology in Late Hellenistic — Early Roman Imperial
Period was the invention of glass blowing. Glass finds from Olba acropolis reveal that early
products of glass blowing technique reached Olba at an early date. Beakers are among the
major forms of free-blown glass discovered at the site, both at the residential area on the
summit and at rock-cut cultic grounds on the slopes'. Four types of glass beakers from the

acropolis of Olba were identified:
- Beakers with thickened rim (Fig. 4.2-17, Fig. 9.2)
- Conical beakers with unworked rimmed (Fig. 5.1-4, Fig. 9.4,5)

- Beakers with unworked rimmed body narrowing towards the base (Fig. 5.6-8, Fig.
9.3)

- Indented beakers (Fig. 6.1-12, Fig. 9.6).

Beakers with thickened rim is the most common type (Fig. 4.2-17, Fig. 9.2). It was
estimated that the diameters of rims of the beakers are 6 cm to 7.5 cm and the diameters of
bases are 3.5 cm to 4.5 cm. The simple form of the beakers’body was formed by a single blob
of blown-glass and the bases were not applied separately but tooled from the same blob of
glass that formed the body. All beakers have rims that were thickened and rounded in flame.
This type of beaker which was current in the Roman world from the first century until the

fourth century reflects a wide distribution, including the Syro-Palestinian coast, Cyprus, and

13 von Saldern 1991,111-121.

14 Lierke 1999, 100-104; Lierke 2009, 117-118; Foy et.al. 2018, 16.
15 Weinberg-Stern 2009, 41-42, no.80-81.

16 von Saldern 1991, 112-113, pl. XXVIIL.a.

17 Erten 2015, 11-30.
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even as far as the Athenian Agora'®. The examples of the same type from Elaiussa Sebaste
and the collections of the museums of Adana and Mersin reveal the type’s presence and use
Cilicia®.

'The archaeological data that came from the cultic grounds on the acropolis slopes and the
numismatic evidence from the acropolis summit are important for dating the glass beakers
to the first century AD. The evidence from the Olba acropolis also gives a chance to suggest
the function of the glass beakers. They were either used in the feasts related to the funerary
cult on the rock-cut grounds or meals in the residential areas. It appears food was served on
red slip table ware, while wine and water was drunk from the glass beakers.

Although beaker type with a conical body, unworked rim and wheel-cut band decoration
seems to be uncommon in the region, a number of examples were recorded in Olba. It was
suggested that this type of conical beakers (which are generally dated to the first half of
the 1st century AD) were produced in Italy and the Northwest provinces of the Roman
Empire. They were the exported from the western settlements to the eastern Mediterranean
and the northern Black Sea regions where only a few examples were found®. Diameters of
the conical beakers from Olba varying between 6.5 cm to 9 cm (Fig. 5.1-4, Fig. 9.4,5). They
could have slightly concave bottoms. The presence of highly-distinguished and imported
Early Roman Imperial glass vessels in Olba confirms the suggestion that the conical beakers

could also be the imports from the west.

Beakers with everted and unworked rims and having a gradual narrowing from the rim to
the body (Fig. 5.5-7, Fig. 9.3) were also recorded on the acropolis. On one of the examples
the body has a decoration of five sets of wheel-cut lines. A similar example is in the Erimtan
Museum’s collection in Ankara and was dated to the 1st century AD?'. Based on the study of
the well-preserved examples of these beakers it is possible to conclude that they had massive
bases and note that a similar massive-base fragment was also found at the acropolis of Olba
(Fig. 5.8).

'The indented beakers which were among the excavation finds of the acropolis of Olba

will be considered under the following heading: “Vessels with Indented Decoration”.

Vessels with Indented Decoration

Since the glass finds with indented decorations from Olba acropolis are all in very fragmentary
state, it is not possible to determine the vessel forms but are probably either beakers or

flasks which were typical shapes for Roman glass with indented decorations. It was formerly

18 Stern 1977, 88-90, no.25, pl. 4.25; for examples from Cyprus see: Vessberg 1952, 119,123, pl. IV
2-9. Similar beakers were recorded in the excavations of the Athenian Agora: Weinberg-Stern
2009, 63,79, no. 135-136-137, fig. 8, pl. 12.

19 Erten 2001, 98, cat. no. 6, fig. 6, drawing 6; Gengler 2009, 62-63,198, cat. no. 141-143, drawing XII

20 Stern 2001, 46,79,80, Cat. No. 21, 22.

21 Lightfoot — Arslan 1992, 66, Nr. 25; See also for similar examples from different regions Hayes
1975, 56,57, Nr. 136.
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suggested that decoration with indentations was a style characteristic for Cilicia from the
Early Roman Imperial period onwards®>. Two everted and unworked rims (Fig. 6.1, 2) and
ten bottom fragments (Fig. 6. 3-12, Fig. 9.6) belonging to indented vessels (most probably
beakers) were found at the Olba acropolis. On one of these fragments, there are two wheel-
cut bands on the upper body. It was estimated that the diameter of the rim of an indented
beaker from Olba should be around 5.5 cm and apporoximate diameter of the bottom were
3to4cm.

Skyphos Handles

Itwas suggested that many glass workers from Sidon immigrated from Eastern Mediterranean
to Italy during the Augustan period to introduce and improve the new technique of glass-
blowing. A good proof for this suggestion is the stamped names of the glass workers on the
handles of skyphoi which is supposed to be the products of Italy or western Europe®. In
spite of the fact that no glass handles with stamped names were discovered in Olba, there
are a considerable number of plain skyphos handles from the acropolis which were surely
the specimens of the same type (Fig. 6.13-16, Fig. 10.1). The Olba pieces can be regarded
as unique examples of the type in the Eastern Mediterranean. It is also interesting to note
that the only skyphos handle with an inscription from the east is from Cilicia found in
Tarsus — Gozlikule with I'diog €noiet stamp, made by a glass worker named Gaios*. Thus, it
may be possible to consider that Cilicia had either established direct contacts with the glass
production centers in the west or was part on the route followed by the glass workers from
Sidon to Italy.

Bottles with Collar-Rims

During the excavations of the residential area on the summit of the acropolis, a series of
collar-rim fragments belonging to the large, spherical flasks were discovered (Fig. 6. 17-
21, Fig. 10.2,3). These flasks are among the most well-known forms in Roman glass with
their typical collar-rim shaped by folding outwards - downwards- upwards- outwards and
flattened on top®. They have cylindrical necks, large spherical bodies - sometimes decorated
with fine incised lines running parallel in groups. These bottles are considered characteristic
vessels of Asia Minor although they have a larger distribution in the Roman world from the
second half of the first century to the first half of the second century AD?. In addition to
ones from Olba, a complete example of the type in the museum of Siliftke may suggest the

wider existence and use of this specific vessel form in the Cilician region®.

22 Stern 1989, 123- 125, fig. 2-4; Erten 2018a, 20-21, kat. no. 2; 30-31, kat. no.6.

23 Weinberg - Stern 2009, 55, n.274.

24 Goldman 1950, 401, no.14; Weinberg - Stern 2009, 55, n.283.

25 Isings 1957, 90, Form 70

26 For the general information and distribution of the form see: Stern 2001, 50, 101-103.
27 Erten 2018, 246-248, kat.no.100.
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Vessel with Facet-Cut Decoration

Decoration of the blown-glass vessels’ surface by oval, circular or hexagonal wheel-cut facets
was said to be an invention of glass-cutters in Italy in the last quarter of the first century
AD.? The technique was applied to colorless, clear glass bowls or cups” and the type had a
large distribution in the Roman World, including a number of examples from the findspots
in Asia Minor. Facet-cut vessels continued to be made and up to the Late Antique Period not
only by the Romans but by the Sassanians as well. On earlier vessels facets covered the entire
surface, while zoned facet decoration was introduced and became popular starting from the
mid second century AD*. The only one facet-cut glass fragment from Olba was recorded in
Trench AZ 7 on the acropolis (Fig. 7.1). Although it is not a large peace, it seems quite clear
that it belonged to a bowl decorated with facet-cut ovals covering the whole surface of the

vessel. Thus, the fragment can be dated to the second half of the first century AD.

Yellow Bowl Fragments

Two yellow coloured glass fragments probably belonging to a bowl with tubular rim are
among the finds from the Olba acropolis which can be considered as a member of Isings
Form 44, dating back to the first century AD (Fig. 7.2)*. These fragments were found in
Trench AZ 5 at the same levels and must have been parts of the same bowl. In the Corning

and Princeton Musem collections there are similar examples of the same type®.

Modioli

It is interesting to note that two modiolus rim fragments were recorded from the Olba
acropolis. Glass modioli are one-handled cups typical of the Early Roman Imperial period.
Although the name comes from the Latin word “modius” meaning a measuring vessel with
a capacity of 8.75 liters, they were mainly drinking or food-serving vessels and it has been
suggested that they were the cheaper, monochrome imitations of the Roman fine silver
tableware®. A number of examples of modioli in different sizes were recorded in the Roman
world starting from the 1st century AD until the beginning of the 2nd century AD*. Apart
from piecces from the western half of the Roman Empire (where modioli were also used

as burial vessels), there are modioli finds from the east as well, including Greece® and

28 Stern 2001, 24, 137.

29 Stern 2001, 137.

30 Stern 2001, 24.

31 Isings 1957, Form 44 (Bowl with Tubular Rim), 59-60.

32 Antonaras 2012, 113, Nr. 145; Whitehouse 1997, 83-84, no.113.

33 Weinberg-Stern 2009, 53-54, 56.

34 Isings 1957, Form 37 (One-Handled Cup), 52-53; Haevernick 1978, 328-330.

35 'There are two recorded fragments from the Athenian Agora and some examples from Russia,
Romania and Palestine: Weinberg-Stern 2009, 55-56, 77, nos. 113-114, fig.7, pL.11.
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Anatolia®. Two modioli fragments of the type with different diameters of rims (one 16.8
cm and the other 13 cm) come from the Olba acropolis, Trench 12 where much glass from
the first century AD glass was discovered (Fig. 7. 3, 4, Fig. 10.4,5). It is significant that both
fragments have a fold at the transition from the rim to the body, a relatively typical feature

for glass modioli.

Mold-Blown Vessels

The mold-blowing technique was first applied soon after the invention of the free-blowing
technique and became a major production and decoration technique starting from the first
century AD onwards®. The mold-blown vessel fragments discovered on the acropolis reveal
the presence and use of these elaborate glass product in Olba and can be studied under the

following groups:

— Ribbed Bowls
The rim and body fragments as well as a tondo (Fig. 7.5-8, Fig. 10.6,7) belonging to the

ribbed bowls are the Roman mold-blown versions of the earlier Hellenistic sagged bowls®.
These bowls with fine vertical ribs surrounding the body are quite frequent in the Roman
world, both in the East and West in the first century AD* including Asia Minor. Although
it was suggested that the type was not “well documented” in the Syro-Palestinian region®,
it is important to note that there are a number of examples from Olba which is, after all,
geograhically not far from the Syrian coast. The ribbed bowls from Olba are all fragmentary
a complete bowl was found in Raqqa (Syria), now the collection of Princeton Museum,
provides a good specimen for comparison*. Based on the Olba finds, the suggestion that

»42

“these bowls were blown in the West”*? should be reconsidered.

Although the production technique is not mold-blown, it is worth mentioning the
presence of another bowl-type: “zarte rippenschale”at the acropolis of Olba. A small fragment
of free-blown “zarte rippenschale” was found in Trench AZ 12 (Fig. 8.1) and this type is

considered as a common version of Early Imperial blown-glass bowls in Rough Cilicia®.

36 Cizmeli Ogiin — Ozcan 2010, 56.

37 For a detailed study on Roman mold-blown glass see: Stern 1995.

38 'The free-blown versions of the Hellenistic glass bowls are “zarte rippenschalen” were also recorded
in Olba and in Cilicia. For Olba finds see: Erten — Akkus Kogak 2020, 209-210; for the bowl in
Siliftke Museum: Erten 2018, 170-173, cat. No. 66.

39 Examples of the type were recorded in Austria, France, Holland, Spain, North Africa, Greece,
Cyprus and in Black Sea region: Weinberg-Stern 2009, 66-67.

40 Weiberg Stern 2009, 66-67, no. 147-148.

41 Antonaras 2012, 76, kat. no.74.

42 Weinberg-Stern 2009, 66.

43 For details on the “zarte rippenschalen” in Cilicia see: Erten 2018, 171-173, cat.no 66; Erten 2021
¢,31-32,50, fig.9.
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— Mold-Blown Body Fragments

One of the mold-blown fragments from Trench AZ 8 bears the decoration of wine leaves and
grapes (Fig. 8.2, Fig. 10.8). Similar grape ornaments were recorded on a mold-blown beaker
in The Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York as well as the beakers from the Adriatic
coast in Slovenia and Croatia (Liburnia). On the other body fragment from Trench AZ 6,
there is a composition of cross-hathched bands and concentric circles (Fig. 8.3, Fig. 10.9),
a decoration scheme which is not unknown in Roman glass and presented by D. Foy* and
J. Price®. According to Price’s classification, the Olba fragment belongs to Group 2 which
was dated to the Claudio-Neronian period. The Olba example can be regarded as a unique
example of the type which was recorded in an eastern findspot. On another small fragment
from Trench AZ 6 there is a circular decoration which cannot be identified (Fig. 8.4).

— Squre Bottles

Square bottles are considered as one of the widespread forms of the Early Roman Imperial
glass*. They were used for several purposes such as the transportation of agricultural
products, jugs on the tables or cremation vessels. Excavations in the rock-cut cultic grounds
reserved for the cult of dead on the slopes of the acropolis of Olba yielded square bottles,
including an example which was used as a cremation vessel*”. There are a number of base and
body fragments belonging to the square bottles from the residential area on the summit of
the acropolis (Fig. 8.5-10, Fig. 10.10-12). Although the common production technique of
the square bottles is mold-blowing (Fig. 8.5-7,10), there are some free-blown examples of
the type (Fig. 8, 9). The majority of the finds from Olba acropolis are mold-blown but two

fragments belonging to the free-blown square bottles were recorded.

Bottle with zig-zag thread decoration

'The applied base-ring and lower body fragment surrounded by a zig-zag thread of a greenish
colorless glass bottle was found in Trench AZ 11 (Fig. 10.13). Although no exact parallel of
this vessel could be determined, the small size, thick walls, zig-zag decoration and applied
ring-base resemble the core-formed glass vessels. Thus, it can be suggested that the vessel

could be an Early Roman blown imitation of the former core-forming technique.

Glass Rod

It is interesting to note that a fragment belonging to the flattened end of a twisted rod
was discovered during the excavations of Trench AZ S14 (Fig. 10.14). The sophisticated
examples of glass rods that were in the collection of Silitke Museum*® and possible functions

44 Foy 2010,211-214.

45 Price 1991

46 Isings 1957, Form 50, 63-67; Charlesworth 1966, 26-40.
47 Erten 2015,17-19,lev. 5.

48 Erten 2018, 74-75, cat. No.26, 100-102, cat. No.37.
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of the rods beside as stirring sticks or distaffs have previously been studied in detail and
published®. They must have had a role in funerary rituals and also functioned as grave gifts.
After the publication of the glass rods from the region and the evaluation of their functions,
the discovery of another example was found in the excavations on the acropolis in 2021

confirms the assumption that the glass rods were in use in the region.

Conclusion

Hellenistic and Early Imperial glass finds from the acropolis of Olba are important for
giving a complete picture of various products of glass circulating at the time as well as the
application of different production and decoration technologies in glass. In the Hellenistic
period several production techniques (core-forming, sagging, rod-forming, casting etc.) were
practiced and a wider distribution of glass objects took place. As the earliest glass find from
Olba the head pendant reveals that the site was a member of the common culture of the
Hellenistic period. The number of standard forms of glass bowls discovered at Olba were
characteristic products of the time. A bowl with exterior-groove decoration which was a rare

example of its time can be considered as the only recorded example from Anatolia to date.

Finds from the acropolis reveal that the glass-blowing technique which is the major
improvement in glass technology reached Olba soon after its discovery. A number of free-
blown beakers from the acropolis (Fig. 4.2-17, Fig. 9.2), uniform in dimensions and shapes
must be the earliest representatives of this innovative technology. Skyphos handles are
considered to be products of Sidonian glass workers who immigrated to Italy and western
Europe. Skyphos handles discovered on the acropolis are important as unique examples in
the eastern Mediterranean region (Fig. 6.13-16, Fig. 10.1). Two fragments of modioli in
different sizes reveal that they were used in the residential area on the acropolis of Olba,

probably as imitations of fine Roman silver tableware as in many other regions of the empire.

Apart from the common forms of glass such as Hellenistic bowls or early free-blown
beakers, the presence of fragments at Olba belonging to the exclusive groups of the art of
ancient glass is notable. The vessel bearing high relief rosette decoration is remarkable for
being one of the rare examples of Roman glass (Fig. 4.1). Another example of luxury glass
from the acropolis is the vessel fragment with oval facet-cut decoration (Fig. 7.1). The mold-
blown vessels with relief decorations from Olba can also be considered as the luxury products
at their time (Fig. 8.2-4, Fig. 10.8,9). The direct contacts of Olba with Roman Italy have
been introduced and discussed in a previous study®. These sophisticated finds of glass bring

additional evidence for the relations of Olba with Rome.

Square bottles which were one of the most frequent forms in Roman glass are usually
mold-blown, although they were not considered as exclusive as the mold-blown vessels with

relief decorations. They were either used as storage vessels, common tableware or even as

49 Erten 2020, 57-74.
50 Erten 2019 b, 103-120.
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cremation vessels (urns). They are among the glass vessel groups discovered at the acropolis
of Olba like the collar-rim spherical bottles, a typical form for Asia Minor in the Early
Imperial Period (Fig. 8.5-7,10, Fig. 10.10-12). Vessels with indented decorations which
are considered as typical types in Cilicia are also represented by the finds from the Olba
acropolis (Fig. 6.1-12). Skyphos handles (Fig. 6.13-16) reveal that they were frequently used
as drinking vessels in Olba like Early Imperials beakers. Glass rods are common objects in
Roman glass from the Early Roman Imperial Period onwards and the fragment of a glass rod
found at the acropolis belongs to the type dating back to the first century AD (Fig. 10.14).

All of the glass finds (except the glass rod from Trench AZ 14) from the acropolis of
Olba were found in the residential area where the AZ 5-AZ 13 trenches are located (Fig.
1). As this location was used for agriculture until modern times, there is no possibility of
building a stratigraphy for dating down to a depth of -50 cm. The floor of a room which
was formed by cutting the bedrock covers a large area at -35 cm level (Trenches AZ 5, AZ
6, AZ 7 and AZ 10). On the other hand, the location of the trenches which contain more
soil to excavate (Trenches AZ 8,AZ 9, AZ 11 and AZ 12) provide more glass. In addition
to the glass finds, a large number of Sigillata Group-A pottery and Hellenistic black glazed
pottery were found during the excavation of this section. Based on both pottery and glass
finds, it can be concluded that they were used as tableware and may belong to the eating and
drinking sets associated with the residential area at the higher slopes and top of the acropolis.
Various types of beakers as the largest group of glass vessels and the abundance of skyphos
handles, modioli, various bottle and bowl fragments seem to support the common use of

glass vessels in the daily life of Olba during the Early Imperial Period.
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Figure 1: Trenches on the eastern side of the acropolis of Olba.
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Figure 3: Late Hellenistic — Early Roman Imperial Glass Bowls from the Olba Acropolis.
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Figure 4: Glass beakers from the acropolis of Olba.
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Figure 5: Glass beakers from the acropolis of Olba.
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Figure 6: Indented vessels, skyphos handles and collar-rim bottle fragments from the acropolis of
Olba.
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Figure 7: Glass bowl fragments from the acropolis of Olba.
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Figure 8: Glass bowl and bottle fragments from the acropolis of Olba.
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Figure 9: Glass head-pendant and beakers from the acropolis of Olba.
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Figure 10: Various glass vessel fragments and the glass rod fragment from the acropolis of Olba.
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