4 . kiftor ve iletisim » culture & communication

147
low the Quality Press Defines the World for Us: A Comparative Study of News
flow fhe e Reporting on the Environment and Unemployment.
Joelle van der Mensbrugghe

165

i ions*: Case of Turkey
New Information Technologies as “Innovations*: The

Halil Nalgaogln

175

Turkish Televisual Landscape and Domestic TV Fiction
Sevilay Celenk

185

Methodology Issues: Problems in Published Empirical Research in Turkey
| Irfan Erdogan

209 o
Why Does Ideology Still Matter in Social Studies?
Nur Betiil Celik

223

How To Straighten A Crooked Timber
Bora Kanra

235

fosi Proiect
Imagining Interactive Docunentary — the Halfeti Projec
Brogan Bunt

249
Kitap Elegtirileri
Medyamn Zorbalyg » Kiiltiirel Bellek

Editorden...

Kiiltitr ve fletigim dzel bir say1 ile yeniden karginizda. Bu say1-
da 10-12 Nisan 2001 tarihleri arasinda Ankara Universitesi, fleti-
gim Fakiiltesi ile Avustralya’dan Canberra Universitesi, letigim
ve Egitim Boltmii ortak girisimi ile Ankara'da diizenlenen konfe-
ransin bildirilerini bulacaksmz.

Medya calismalarimin Batt odakls literatiiri; dzellikle 907ar- -

dan bu yana hizla kirimaya bagladi. Medya iletilerini, bu iletileri
tireten kurumsal yapilari ve yine bu iletilerin tiiketildigi sosyal,
ckonomik ve kiiltiirel baglamlan sorgularken araghrmacilarm
kullandit Batt merkezli kuramsal cerceveler artik medyaya ilig-
kin birgok olgunun agiklanmasmnda yetersiz kalyor. Kiireselles-
meye iliskin tarbsmalar ve dolayisiyla bu alandaki aragtirmalar,
kitresel olan kargisinda yerel olarin dinamiklerinin de kendi 6z~
Bun yapist icerisinde sorgulanmas: gerektigini énemle vurgulu-
yor. Sosyal bilimlerin sorgulanmasina ve “acilma“sina yonelik
60ardan bu yana kurulan yaklagimlar bugiin kendi Ozgiin litera-
tirtinii de olusturmus durumda. Artk Bah odaklr kuramlar icer-
diklerinden cok icermedikleri, disladiklar tizerinden sorgulamn-
yor.

- Nedya calismalar: da bu etki alan; icerisinde yeni bi{'dtine-
me g.edli. Medyayt sorgulama bicimimiz artik kiiresel olax ile ye-
rel olan arasmdaki miicadeleyi kavramsallagtirabilme ve tartiga-

bilme becerilerimiz_ ve olanaklanimizla yakindan iliskili hale geldi.
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Bu efilim medyanun ekonomi politigi ¢ahgmalanndan, izler kitle
arastirmalarina kadar genis bir yelpaze igerisinde etkisini gosteri-
yor. Bu noktada ozellikle kargilagtirmal gahigmalarm énem kazan-
digi gértiyoruz; linkd, bir cofirafyada olup biterin kendine 6z-
gii yapist ancak bir "Steki"sinin yaninda durabilme ya da onunla
higbir gekilde értiigmeme durumunda goviintirtiak kazaniyor. An-
cak kargilaghrmal aragtirmalarin verileri her zaman bu kadar net
de olmayabiliyor. Benzerlikler arasindaki kanlmalar, farklihidar
arasindaki ortakhklar aragtirmalan daha da verimli kaliyor ve sor-
gularumas gereken bir bagka boyutu ya da boyutlan netlegtiriyor.

Avustralya cografi anlarmnda bize oldukga uzak; ama bellegi-
mizin cofrafyasinda bir o kadar da yakin bir tilke. Avustralya'yr
diinya haritasindaki yeri bakimmdan ilging kilan, Batih bir koke
sahip olmayla, ‘resii' haritanin en dogusunda yer alma arasindaki
stivekli bir miicadele durumudur. Avustralya'da ger¢eklestirilen
son donem akademik ¢ahgmalarn dnembi bir béliimd tam da bu
miicadele alaninin igerisinden olgulan aragtimyor. Artik somitirge-
ci tarthin de farkh okunuyor olmas), kitamin kendi tarihi ile resmi
tarthi arasindaki satir aralarin stireki olarak yeniden yorumlan-
masy, Avustralya'daki son dénem akademik ¢ahsmalarda elegtirel
geleneklerin ne denli énemli oldugunu vurguluyor. Bu agidan ba-
kildigmda, Avustralya dzellikle elegtirel kiiltiirel qahismalar atarun-
da her gecen gitn daha da 6n plana gikayor.

Bizim kiiltiire} bellegimizde ise bir yandan Gelibolu'da Ttirk-
fer ile Anzaklar arasinda savas ortarruncta yaganan dosttuklann hi-
kayeleri, ote yandan da Avustralya'va da yonelmis olan Titrk isgi
gbell zibi etmenler iki cofrafya arasmdakd bagin devamhhiji agisin-
dan teme] niteligini stivdiriiyor. Ancak, iki titke arasimdaki bu ilgi-
nir akademik anlamda da var oldugunu soylemek olffvkea giic.
Dt senlenen ortak kenferans tam da bu eksikligin farkind ahindan ¢
yeia gikilarak tasarlanan bir olusum. Bu aqidan bakildzinda, Tiir-
kiye'de ender gortildiifit bigimiyle iki tiniversite, belirh bir akade-
mik alanm kargilasirma yoluyla sorgulanmast amaciyla bir araya
geldi. Titm bu cazibesine kargin, konferansa gosterilen ilginin az ol{
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yaklagimlar arasindaki gerilim, medya sektdrlintin yapisal oia-
rak diizenlenmesi, kurallarn goziilmesi (deregti]asyon) slireci
ve titm bu politikalarm ortaya gikmasint saglayan siyasal, kil-
tiirel ve ekonomik baglamlarla iligkisi cerqevesindeki tartigma-
Jara odakland1. Bu baglik altinda Bitlent Caply, TRT tekelinin
kiriimast ile ozel radyo televizyon yayinaligimin ortaya gkt
90 sonrast medya ortammu ele aldign - yazisinda, Tﬁrkiy‘e‘.de
medya politikalari alamunda politikasizhfan nasil bir Pohhka
halini aldigm ve bu durumun cogunlukla giindelik sj1yaseiie
nasil bagimli olarak gekillendigini tartigiyor. Beybin Ke;zmhqg-
Ju jse Tirkiye'de medya politikalarina tarihsel bir perspektif
icerisinden bakarak, politika tiretme siirecindeki devamlilikla-
11 ve kimlmalar ortaya koyuyor. Bu baglamda Kejanhoglu,
devlet tekelciliinden ozel yaymalifa gecis stirecinde politika
iiretimine dahil olan kurum ve aktorlerin ayn kaldsldarim, go-
gulculugu saglayacak yeni aktorler ile faktorlerin medya p(-)li-
tikalarina dahil olmadiklarimn altim giziyor. Rob Schaap ise,
son 30 yildir medya politikalarmna etkide bulunan teknqlojik
ve ekonomik belirlenimeilik, postmodernizm, politik ve eko-
nomik kitreselleme ve bilgi devrimi tarbigmalarimin Avustral-

ya yaymciifi szelindeki yansimalarm ele aliyor.

"Kimlik ve Temsil" baghg: altinda ilk olarak Alaine Chan-
ter, ozellikle 2000 Sidney Olimpiyatlar'ndan yola gikarak
-Aborigin'lerin Avustralya medyasindaki temsili tiZferinlcjle
odaklamyor. Chanter, hitkiimetin ve medyanin Aborigin kiil-
tiivel tarihini (history) genlikli bir oykiiye (hi [story) di:’om‘i;;t?'ir-
diigtini aktartyor. Bu bsliimde yer alan tkinci yazida Mine
Gencel Bek, Tiirkiye'nin Avrupa Birligi adayhigmmn yazih ba-
sinda temsil edilme bigimlerini sorguluye:. Gencel-Bek, aday-
ik konusunun basina yansimalarinin ter~el-hedef gosterilen
‘batililagma’ tartigmalar icerisinde sekillendigini dile get‘ire.-
rek, tiraji en yiiksek olan {ig gazeteyi Avrupa ve Avrup.a Etlrll-

$i'nin tamum1, Avrupa Birliginden beklentiler ve Tiirkl}/e den
talep edilen ckonomik ve politik kogullar agisindan degerlen-

diriyor.

"Kurumlar ve Uygulamalar” baghgindaki Gi¢lincii boltim-
de, ilk olarak Joelle van der Mensbrugghe sadece Avustral-
ya'da degil Ingiltere, Fransa ve Belgika'dan segtigi yazih basin
trneklerinde, cevre sorunlar ile igsizlik konularinin ele alinma
bigimlerini kargilagtirmali olarak degerlendiriyor. Bu kargilag-
tirma aracihfiyla, gazetelerin liberal ve/veya muhafazakar

olarak tanimlanabilecek kiiltirel kimliklerinin haber aktarma

bigimlerinde belirleyici oldugunu vurguluyor. Tiirkiye'deki
yeni enformasyon teknolojilerini konu alan yazisinda Halil
Nalgaoglu ise cep telefonu ve internet benzeri teknolojilerin
kiiltiirel agidan kullanimi ve yayginhifi tizerinde durarak, bu
teknolojilere iligkin beklenti ve taleplerin elestirisini sunuyor.
Bu bélitmiin son yazisinda Sevilay Celenk, dzellikle yerli tele-
vizyon dizilerine odaklanarak, Avrupa tlkelerinden farkli ola-
rak Tiirkiye'deki yerli yapimlarin yabanci yapimlara oranla
daha ¢ok izleyici buldugunu dile getiriyor. Celenk, Tiirki-
ye'deki bu ézgiin durumun, program iceriklerinin ya da yara-

ticr enddistrinin gesitliliginin varligi anlamina gelmedigini vur-
guluyor.

"Kuram ve Metodoloji” bashii altindaki yazilar sadece
iletisim ve medya alanina iliskin degil, genel olarak tiim sosyal
bilimlerin yagadi kuramsal ve metadolojik sorunlara odak-
lantyor. Bu bélimiin ilk yazisinda Irfan Erdogan, Tiirkiye'de
yayinlanan ampirik aragtirmalarin temel eksikliklerini ve yan-
liglariny; problem formiilasyonu, kirramsal gergeve, varsayim
olusturma, ydntem ve son olarak bulgular-tartigmalar-sonug-
lar baghklari altinda degerlendiriyor. Nur Betiil Celik ise
yazisinda sosyal bilimlerde ideolojinin neden hala énemli ol-
dugu sorusunun yarutini ariyor. Celik, idecloji kavraminin bir
aragtirma nesnesi olarak hala gege:iligini korudugunu ancak
ideolojinin farkli hegomonik yapi] - ierisinde stirekli olarak
yeniden tanimlanmasi gerektiginin altnu ¢iziyor. Bu boéltim-
deki son yazida Bora Kanra, Habermas'm kamusal ve &zel
dzerkligin olugumu ve kargihikl iligkileri konusundaki diisiin-
celerine elegtirel bir bakis getiriyor. Kanra, insan haklariun
ulusal diizeyde degil, kozmopolitik kurum ve yapilar igerisin-
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de yeniden tanimianmasi gerekliligini Habermas tizerinden
yeniden tartigiyor.

Kiiltiir ve lletigim'in bu 8zel sayisinda son olarak Brogan
Bunt bilgisayar teknolojilerinin belgesel formatt ile nasit ilis-
kilendirilebilecegini, Tiirkiye'de Bora Kanra ile birlikte gergek-
lestirdigi deneysel "Halfeti Projesi” dzelinde tartisiyor. Bunt,
interaktif tasarimlarin, bilgisayar ortaminda belgesel anlatist
ile harmanlanmasinmn belgesel tiiriinde yeni olanaklar sunabil-
me potansiyeline dikkat gekiyor.

Kiiltiir ve Hletisim dérdiined yihnin sonunda 6zel bir sayt
ile karsimza gikti. Bu sayi, diizenlenen konferansta sunulan
bildirilerin daha ¢ok sayida insana ulagmasina aracilik etme
amacm tagtyor. Kiiltiir ve [lctisim, gelecek sayidan itibaren
yine iletigim, kiilttir elegtirisi ve toplumsal déigiince alanlarm-
daki dzgin makalelere yer vermeye devam edecek. Her
zaman oldu@u gibi bu alandaki ¢aligmalar1 desteklemeye
devam ediyor ve yazilarimzi bekliyoruz.

Editor’s Note

Culture&Communication is printed again with a special
issue. In this issue you will find papers, presented in a joint
conference, which was held with the common initiative of
Ankara University Faculty of Communication and Canberra
University Division of Communication and Education in
Australia in April 10-12, 2001

The Western-dominated literature of media studies has
been continuously challenged since early 90s. The Western
oriented theoretical frameworks those have been used by social
researches are no more capable enough to question and
understand media messages, the institutional structures in
which these messages are produced and the social, economic
and cultural contexts in which they are consumed. The debates
centering on globalization and consequently researches on the
issue, underline the necessity of questioning not only the
dynamics of the global but also the focal within its specific
structure and context. The critical approaches that started to
emerge in early 60's with a demand for broadening the context
of social sciences and moreover with a call to criticize the
formation of social science itself have already established a wide
literature of it's own. .oday Western-oriented studies are
questioned not by focusing on what they include but by
focusing on what they particularly exclude.

Capht - Editor's Note » 11
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Under this impact, media studies have also shifted to a new
era. The ways in which we question media can only be more
purposeful and suggestive in linkage with our capabilities to
conceptualize and debate the shuggle between the global and
local. This tendency has affected a wide variety of research field,
changing from studies on the political economy of media to the
studies on audience analysis. At this point, we see that
comparative studies are much more valued since the specific
features and insights of the phenomenons occurring in any part
of the world can be much more explicit when evaluated in
relation with the ways in which they are similar or different than
the "other'(s). However, the outcomes of the comparative
researches may not be clear-cut for every case. The fragments
between the similarities as well as the differences between the
commonalities make the researches more suggestive and
moreover open up new ways for follow-up researches of an
aspect or aspects that should me further questioned.

Australia is a country that is quite far away from us in
geographic terms; however it is also that much close to us in our
cultural memory. What makes Australia intriguing on the world-
map the continuous existence of the realm of struggle between
having strong roots in Western culture and at the same time
being situated in the very far east of the 'official' world-map. Most
of the recent academic studies in Australia directly question the
world within and through this realm of struggle. The re-
conceptualization of the colonial history, the continuous re-
interpretation of the between the lines of the "official” history and
the history of the continent, make us see how much the critical
traditions are valued in recent academic studies. When it is
regarded in this con ext, we see that Australia has come to
foreground particular y with its research tradition centering on
critical cultural studies.

In our cultural memory, our hearings of the friendship
stories among Turks and Anzacs in Gallipoli war and the labor
migration from Turkey to Australia still provide important

common grounds for the maintenance of the bound between the
two cultures. However, it is hard to say that the same interest
exists in academic terms belween the two. The idea of this joint
conference was directly the outcome of the awareness of this
issue. In this context, as it is rarely seen in Turkey, two
universities from two different countries came together with the
objective of questioning a specific field. However, it must also be
noted that, the interest in the conference was not as much as it
was expected. This lack of interest can be explained to a certain
extent with the deficiencies that occurred in the announcement
process or with the routine practicalities of life in the individual
level. However, the question "what would have changed if this
conference was held in co-operation with an American or British
University rather than with a one from Australia? needs to be
answered. If there is a belief that the attendance would have been
more in that case, then such an answer can be an indicator to
reveal the direction of our stands in academic practice. On the
conirary if the answer to this question will be "nothing would
have changed” than we should upon up a new discussion on
different problems and dilemmas in the academia. It seems
important for all of us to start another comparative questioning
within this framework.

In the conference that was held under the heading "Australia
and Turkish Media in Question”, 15 papers were presented. In
this special issue of Culture&Communication you will find 13 of
them. The nine of these papers are owned by the academic
mernbers of Ankara University Faculty of Communication and
the other six are by the academic members of Canberra
University Division of Communijcation & Education. The
conference co sisted of four sessions, in which each of them
issued a different aspect of recent media and communication
studies. At the final session of the conference the interactive
multi-media project and student’s short films were presented.
The titles of the sessions were as follows: "Comparative Media
Policy", "Identity and Representation”, "Media: Institutions and
Practices” and "Issues in Theory and Methodology".

Capl -
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The opening session was held with the presen.tation of a
video focusing on the features of the Australian @edm and how
they are regulated. The first paper of this iSSl-lE is a study donce1
by Deter Putnis, john Penhallurick and MICh'ElEl Bour.k andl
focuses on the general framework of Australian media an
moreover it issues the analysis of the international news t%mt
are published in two main newspapers in Australia. By dou;g
so, they picture out the factors, which are the sources for the
mentioned news stories and explore the profile of the news.

The presentations under the heading "COTnparaTti\fe Medii.a
Policy"” basically focus on the issues such as sluFts within mec}m
policy both in Australia and Turkey, the tension betvx_:een tlua
monopolist and pluralist approaches to broacicastm‘g, the
structural regulation of media sector hand in h_ancll with the‘
deregulation policies of the period and the underp-mmn'g aspects
of the political, cultural and economic contexts in wi}mch t‘l'wse
policies are emerged. With his paper under this heading, IBule.r;t
Gaph highlights the framework of the media sector of 90's with
its newcomer private radio and television broadcaste‘rs; thaf
emerged after the end of the meonopoly of TRT. He dllSCUSSC:!!:-
how "the policy of having no-policy” become.s ‘dominant u’;
media policy-making circles and shows how this preference f)
policy-making is related with daily political concgrns. pf‘eyb%n
Kejanhoglu, on the other hand, by evaluating media pol}me.s.m
Turkey from a historical perspective, explores the contmume‘s
and discontinuities within the policy-making process. In this

context Kejanliogly, underlines the fact that both acfors and
factors were always the same and no newcomers were mch}ded
to the process of shifting from state monopoly to private

broadcast: 1g which would have provided plurality. Inlast pajer.

of this he ling Rob Schaap, evaluates the refiections.of e
debates -entered around issues such as techpologlc and
economic  determinism, postmodernism, political and
economical globalization, information revolution, which l‘\ac‘l
influence on media policies of the last three decades worldwide,
in Australian media context.

Under the heading "Identity and Representation” Alaine
Chanter, issues the representations of Aborigines in Australian
media by particularly focusing on 2000 Sydney Olympics.
Chanter states that both the government and the media have
displaced cultural history of Aborigines to a kind of hi/story. In
the second paper of this part, Mine Gencel Bek questions the
ways in which Turkey's European Union candidacy process is
reflected in the press. Gencel-Bek analysis the three main national
newspapers in terms of the identification of Europe and
European Union, and the expectations from European Union.
Gencel-Bek states that candidacy issue is shaped in the press

within the debated of "Westernization" that has been determined

as a target in the public eye.
f
Under the third heading that is "Media: Institutions and

Practices”, Joelle van der Mensbrugghe makes a comparative
analysis of the ways in which environmental and unemployment
issues are taken into consideration by focusing on different
examples not only from the Australian press but also from
French, Belgium and United Kingdom. By this comparison van
der Mensbrugghe states that the cultural identities of the
newspapers which can be defined as liberal or conservative,
determine the ways in which news stories are formulated. In his
paper, which focuses on the new information technologies, Halil
Nalgaoglu debates the usage of technologies such as mobile

phone and internet by centering on cultural aspects and diffusion

and he presents a critique of the expectations and demands for
such technologies. In the last paper of this part, Sevilay Celenk
focuses mainly on national television dramas and argues that
differing from the European countries, the national productions
ralaer-than the imported ones are preference of th.: Turkish
au fience. Celenk, points out the fact that, thi: original
phenomenon does not mean the existence of diversity neither in
the content of the programs nor in the creative industry.

Papers under the heading "Issues in Theory and
Methodology” focus not only in the fields of media and

Caplt ~ Editor’s Note + 15
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communication but they also question the theoretical and

methodological problems that occur in social sciences in general. The AllS tr alian Me di a an d

In the first paper of the part Irfan Erdofian evaluates the problems I
of the empiric researches published in Turkey by focusing on ' nter 1

different aspects such as problem formulation, theoretical natlonal NBWS
framework, derivation and statement of hypothesis or research
questions, method, and findings-discussions- conclusions. In the
following paper, Nur Betill Celik underlines the fact that
ideology’ is still a valid concept within social studies and she
states that it must be continuously re-conceptualized within
different hegemonic structures. In the last paper of this part Bora

Abstract
Kanr.a argues the thoughts of Habermas regarding the f.ormatlon This pager analyses Australia's media system and the factors that have i _ Peter Putnis
of private and public autonomy and their mutual relations from davelopment including the impact of averspas madels and nfS e;.ta;:aﬁe T ﬂuenfe.d s John Penhallurick
i ent fegulation. |t

. i i : then focuses ; .
a critical perspective. Kanra, by following Habermas states that on imernational news and addresses the question of what factors determine Michael Bourk
human rights should be re-defined not in the national level but reseaich project which analyses the relative prul3 Ausiralian et It reparts on a University of

minence of various countries and regions |
- ‘ 1 ' . f ! regl
rather in cosmopolite institutions and structures. | kDo

i i o 9 topic profiles’ of o
regians. Comparisons are made with British data and earlier Austraiiannset‘lllut;:;nm different  Divjsion of
In the last paper of the special issue of Culture& : Communication
Communication, Brogan Bunt debates the ways in which web and Education

design technologies can be juxtaposed with the features of the
documentary genre by focusing on his own experimental
"Halfeti" project, which he also worked together with Bora Kanra
in the pre-production phase.

The last but not the least, here is the special issue of
Culture&Commuuntication at the end of its fourth publishing year.
This issue has the objective to make many others reach the papers
which were presented in .the joint conference of Ankara
University Faculty of Communication and Canberra University
Division of Communication and Education. Culfure&
Communication will present original papers in communication,
cultural criticism and social thought in its next issue, as usual. As
we always did, we continue to support related studies in the field
and make a call for your papers.
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