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Giris: 11k genglik ¢agi romanlari, genglerin 6zel gereksinimli bireylere iliskin bilgilerini ve duyarhiliklarini
artirmak igin kullanish araglardir. Ozellikle nitelikli bir bigimde yapilandirilmis, genglerin diinyasina hitap eden
eserler, tipik gelisim gosteren bireylerle 6zel gereksinimli bireyler arasinda saglikli iletisim kdopriileri
kurulabilmesi adina faydali olacaktir. Bu sebeple 6zel gereksinimli bireyleri konu alan nitelikli eserlerin
belirlenmesi 6nemlidir. Bu maksatla bu arastirmada karakter olarak 6zel gereksinimli bireylere yer veren eserler,
karakterlerin yapist, tasviri ve gelisim 6zellikleri bakimindan incelenmistir.

Yontem: i1k genclik ¢ag1 romanlarindaki dzel gereksinimli karakterlerin cesitli dlciitlere gore incelendigi bu
aragtirmada nitel arastirma yontemlerinden dokiiman incelemesi modeli kullanilmistir. Arastirmada 38 eser
degerlendirmeye alinmistir. Eserler belirlenirken ilk genclik c¢agina hitap ediyor olmasi ve en az bir dzel
gereksinimli karaktere yer veriyor olmasi kosulu aranmistir. Arastirmanin analizleri, igerik analizi teknigiyle
gergeklestirilmistir.

Bulgular: incelenen 38 romanda 11 farkli 6zel gereksinim durumuna yer verildigi tespit edilmistir. Bunlardan
10°u goérme yetersizligi, 11’1 fiziksel yetersizlik, altisi isitme yetersizligi, altis1 zihin yetersizligi, altis1 otizm
spektrum bozuklugu (OSB), besi beyin felci, tigii dil ve konusma bozuklugu, ti¢ii istiin yetenek, bir 6zel 6grenme
glicluigii, biri dikkat eksikligi ve hiperaktivite bozuklugu, biri de fiziksel bozukluktur. Bunlardan 33’{inde olumlu
tasvire yer verildigi tespit edilmis; eserlerdeki karakterlerden 33’iiniin devinimsel &zellikler tasidigi, biri harig
hepsinin gercekei kurguya sahip oldugu belirlenmistir.

Tartisma: Calismanin sonuglari, karakterlerin 6zel gereksinim ¢esitliligi bakimindan alanyazindaki ¢alismalardan
ayrilmaktadir. Kurgularin gercekligi bakimindan alanyazindaki ¢aligmalarla 6rtiismektedir. Bu aragtirmaya konu
olan eserlerdeki devinimsel karakterlerin oran1 6nceki arastirmalardan yiiksektir. Ozel gereksinimli karakterlerin
akranlariyla iliskisine yonelik sonuglar da konuyla iligkin aragtirmalarin sonuglariyla uyumludur.
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Giris

Bireyin dogrudan tecriibe edebilecegi deneyimler sinirlidir. Alisilmadik durumlar onu kaygilandirabilir.
Tipik gelisim gosteren geng bir birey, hayat1 boyunca 6zel gereksinimli bir birey ile hi¢ bag kurmamis ya da siirli
zaman dilimlerinde yiizeysel baglar kurmus olabilir. Bu durum tipik gelisim gosteren bireylerle 6zel gereksinimli
bireyler arasindaki irtibatin zayiflamasina sebep olarak 6zel gereksinimli bireylerin sosyallesmesini
zorlastirabilecek, onlarm iretkenligini yasam doyumunu azaltabilecek sonuglar dogurabilir. Konuyla ilgili
calismalar boylesi bir problemin varligina isaret etmektedir. Ornegin 349 iiniversite dgrencisiyle gerceklestirilen
bir arastirmanin sonuglar1 katilimei 6grencilerin %75’inin 6zel gereksinimli bir yakininin ve %86’sinin 6zel
gereksinimli bir arkadasinin olmadigmi gostermistir (Sahin & Bekir, 2016). Benzer sekilde 525 iiniversite
ogrencisi ile yapilan bir bagka calismada ise katilimc1 dgrencilerin %68’inin 6zel gereksinimli bir yakininin veya
ozel gereksinimli bir arkadaginin olmadig: belirtilmistir (Saglam & Altindag, 2017). Gengler, 6zel gereksinimli
bireylerle iletisim kurmaktan kaginabilir, endise duyabilir, nasil davranacagini bilemeyebilir veya gerekli
duyarlilig1 gésteremeyebilirler. Ancak 6zel gereksinimli bireylerle uzun dénem boyunca ayni ortamda olmanin
gerek normal gelisim gosteren bireyler icin gerekse 6zel gereksinimli bireyler i¢in psikomotor, biligsel, dil, sosyal
ve duygusal gelisime katki sagladigi bilinmektedir (Sucuoglu vd., 2020). Normal gelisim gosteren fakat daha 6nce
herhangi bir &6zel gereksinimli bireyle karsilagmamig veya sinirli etkilesimlerde bulunmus genglerin
yasayabilecekleri olas1 iletisim kaygilarini azaltmak igin cesitli yontemlere basvurulabilir. Ornegin ortak sosyal
etkinlikler yiiriitiilebilir, aile bulugmalar1 gerceklestirilebilir, tiyatro ve sinema gosterimleri yapilabilir. Biitiin
bunlarin yani sira 6zel gereksinimli karakterlerin yer aldigi ilk genglik ¢ag1 edebiyati eserleri de bu konuda ise

kosulabilir (Prater vd., 2006).

Ik genclik cag1, 14-18 yas araligini kapsayan bir gelisim dénemi olarak tanimlanmaktadir (Birlesmis
Milletler Cocuklara Yardim Fonu [UNICEF], 2018). Bu dénemde genglerde fiziksel, bilissel ve psikososyal
alanlarda degisimler gozlenmektedir. Ik genclik cag1 edebiyat: olarak nitelendirilen kitaplar genclerin sozciik
dagarcigy, farkli konular hakkindaki duyarliliklart, ilgi ve ihtiyaclar: hesaba katilarak kaleme alinmaktadir (Lukens
vd., 2021). Kaleme alinan bu eserlerden hareketle genglerin kendilerine 6zgli okuma egilimleri gelistirdikleri
bilinmektedir (Moffitt & Wartella, 1992). Bu okuma egilimleri iizerinde zamanin biiyiik bir etkisi bulunmaktadir.
Ornegin Compton-Lilly (2012) geng okurlarin okuma egilimlerinde yillar igerisinde aile, okul, sosyal gevre ve
o0gretmen beklentileri gibi faktorlere bagli olarak degisimler gézlendigini belirtmistir. Hassett (2008) ise okuma
egilimini, belirli bir sosyal ¢evre icerisinde gelisen karmasik, kiiltiirel ve tarihsel bir olgu seklinde tanimlamustir.
Bu bakis agisindan geng okurlarin okuma egilimlerinin gelisim donemlerinde sabit kalmadigi, gegici oldugu ve
zaman igerisinde bu okurlarin okuma etkinlikleri i¢in bir anlam arayist igerisine girdiklerini sdylemek miimkiindiir.
Geng okurlarin diinyasindan hareketle ve onlara 6zgii bir dille kurgulanmis edebi eserler, gengleri farkli tiir ve
konulardaki eserleri aragtirmaya ve se¢meye, bu sayede daha saglikli tutumlar sergilemeye tesvik edebilir. Bu
anlayisla 6zel gereksinimli karakterleri igeren ilk genclik ¢agi edebiyati eserlerinin tespit edilmesi, incelenmesi ve
bu eserlerin igeriklerinin ¢esitli degiskenler agisindan degerlendirilmesi bu sebeple nem kazanmaktadir.

Ozel gereksinimli karakterleri olan ¢ocuk ve genclik edebiyat: eserlerini farkli 6zellikleri bakimindan
incelemek miimkiindiir. Uluslararasi alanyazinda 6zel gereksinimli karakterleri bulunan eserlerde bu karakterlerin
nasil betimlendigine dair baz1 incelemeler yapilmistir. Ornegin, Dyches ve Prater (2005), Dyches vd. (2001) ve
Dyches ve digerlerinin (2009) calismalarinda aragtirmacilar 6zel gereksinimli karakterler bulunan kitaplar
degerlendirirken (a) karakterler ve kisisel 6zellikleri, (b) karakter 6zellikleri (ana karakter, yan karakter), (c) kurgu
(gergekei, yar1 gergekgei, gergek disi), (¢) tasvir (olumlu, olumsuz, notr), (d) karakter gelisimleri (duragan,
devinimsel) ve (e) bakis agisi olmak tizere alt1 6l¢iit kullanmiglardir. Bu tiir degerlendirmelerle arastirmacilar edebi
eserlerde 6zel gereksinimli bireylerin ¢gagin gereklerine uygun bigimde tanitilip tanitilmadigini ortaya koymustur.
Bugiin gelinen noktada 6zel gereksinimli bireyler, toplumsal yasama ge¢cmige kiyasla daha aktif katilmakta ve
toplumun pek ¢ok alanmna (drnegin spor, egitim, is giicli gibi) 6nemli katkilar saglamaktadir. Bu nedenle edebi
eserlerde sunulacak gergek¢i ve olumlu betimlemeler 6zel gereksinimli bireylere yonelik farkindaligi artirma
konusunda faydali olacaktir (Leininger vd., 2010).

Ozel gereksinimli bireyler hakkinda farkindalik olusturmak, yanlis bilinenleri diizeltmek ve toplumsal
kabul siirecine katki saglamak i¢in edebi eserler kullanilmaktadir (Prater vd., 2006). Alanyazinda farkl: tiir ve yas
grubu icin yazilmig 6zel gereksinimli karakterler iceren eserlerin analizini gerceklestiren bazi calismalar
bulunmaktadir. Bu caligmalar, 6zel gereksinimli karakterleri konu alan eserlerde karakter betimlemelerinin yillar
icerisinde olumsuz ve ger¢ek disi tasvirlerden olumlu ve gergekgi tasvirlere doniistiiglinti géstermektedir (Lemoine
& Scheider, 2021). Olumlu &zellikler 6zel gereksinimli karakterden yiiksek beklentilerin oldugu, karakterlerin
olumlu toplumsal katkilarinin 6ne ¢ikarildigi, giiclii yonlerinin gelistirildigi, kisisel tercihlerinin belirginlestirildigi
ve bagkalariyla karsilikli iliskiler yiirtitebildigi anlamina gelmektedir (Dyches vd., 2001; Meacham vd., 2022).
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Gergekgei Ozellikler ise karakterlerin fiziksel, davranigsal, dil ve konusma gibi 6zel gereksinimlerinin gercekte
oldugu gibi dogru bir sekilde betimlenmesi olarak tanimlanmistir (Dyches & Prater, 2005; Pennel vd., 2018).
Ornegin Rubin ve Watson (1987) klasik eserlerdeki 6zel gereksinimli karakterlerin cogunlukla olumsuz ve gergek
dis1 6zelliklerle resmedildigini belirtmistir. Buna kargin daha giincel bir ¢aligmada Leininger ve digerleri (2010),
1975-2009 yillar1 arasinda yayinlanmis Newbery Odiillii kitaplarda 6zel gereksinimli karakterlerin yillar icerisinde
daha gercekei ve olumlu 6zelliklerinin betimlendigini belirtmistir. Lemoine ve Scheider (2021), otizm spektrum
bozuklugunu (OSB) konu alan 1999-2019 yillar1 arasinda yaymlanan resimli ¢ocuk kitaplarmi DSM-V
kapsaminda incelemislerdir. Caligma sonucunda DSM’de yer alan OSB’ye 6zgii kriterlerin incelenen eserlerde yer
almadigini tespit etmislerdir. Bir diger ¢alismada Dyches ve digerleri (2009) Dolly Gray Cocuk Edebiyat: Odiiliine
aday gosterilmis ve 2004-2007 yillar1 arasinda yayinlanmis kitaplarda gelisimsel yetersizligi olan karakterlerin
genellikle olumlu ve gergekgei 6zellikleri ile tasvir edildigini belirtmistir. Bir bagka ¢alismada Dyches ve digerleri
(2001) ise 1997-1998 yillar1 arasinda yaymlanmis zihin yetersizligi veya OSB’li karakteri olan ¢ocuk edebiyati
kitaplarinda karakterlerin genellikle gercek¢i ve olumlu oOzellikleri ile betimlendigini belirtmistir. Ozel
gereksinimli bireylere yonelik farkindalik olusturma konusunda gergeklestirilen bir bagka calismada (Matthew ve
Clow, 2007) resimli gocuk kitaplar1 ve ¢gocuk medyas1 incelenmis, ilgili materyallerdeki bilgilerin farkindalik
yaratmak agisindan gereken nitelikleri tagimadigi goriilmiistiir.

Uluslararasi alanyazinda 6zel gereksinimli karakterleri olan kitaplar1 incelemeye yonelik ilgi; bu konunun
egitim, aragtirma ve toplumsal alanlardaki 6nemini agik¢a ortaya koymaktadir. Konuyla ilgili Tiirk¢e yaymlanmig
eserlerin tespit edilmesi, alanyazinda yer edinmis nesnel oOlgiitlerle incelenmesi ve degerlendirilmesi, 6zel
gereksinimli bireyleri konu alan kurgu eserlerden yararlanabilecek kisilerin (6rnegin 6gretmen, aile, dgrenci,
aragtirmaci) isini kolaylastiracaktir. Nitekim Tiirk¢e yayimlanmis eserler {izerinde son yillarda yapilan
aragtirmalarda arastirmacilarin alanyazin temelinde gelistirdikleri 6lgme araglar1 kullanarak 6zellikle kiiciik yas
cocuklar i¢in hazirlanan resimli 6ykil kitaplarmi inceledikleri goriilmektedir (Arikan vd., 2021; Celikel &
Durmusoglu, 2020; Kaymaz, 2017; Kirkgdz & Diken, 2019; Oztiirk vd., 2022). Benzer sekilde ilk gengclik cagi
yas gruplarina yonelik yazilan edebi eserlerin de degerlendirilmesi 6gretmenler, arastirmacilar ve gengler i¢in
faydali olacaktir. Cocuk ve genclik edebiyati yazarlari tarafindan kaleme alinan edebi eserler, kurgusal bir diinya
yaratarak dolayli deneyimlere kapi aralamakta ve &zellikle ilk genglik ¢agindaki okurlara kendilerinden farkl
insanlarin hayatlarmma bakabilme ve farkliliklari kesfetme imkani tanimaktadir. Kendi yasami ile kurgusal
yasantilar arasinda baglar kuran Kkisiler, gesitli yasam bicimleri hakkinda diisiinebilme olanaklarini elde
edebilmektedir (Sever, 2012). Tiim bu nedenler géz oniinde bulunduruldugunda, bu ¢alismanin amaci 6zel
gereksinimli karakterleri olan ilk genglik ¢agi romanlarinin bir incelemesini sunmaktir. Tiirk¢e alanyazinda ilk
genclik ¢agi romanlarindaki 6zel gereksinimli karakterleri kapsamli bir bicimde analiz eden bir arastirmaya
rastlanmamuistir. Boyle bir calismanin 6gretmen, ebeveyn ve arastirmacilara rehberlik edebilecegi diisiiniilerek s6z
konusu romanlar1 belirlemek ve analiz etmek iizere bu arastirma gerceklestirilmistir. Tespit edilen kitaplart
incelemek i¢in Dyches ve digerleri (2001), Dyches ve Prater (2005) ve Dyches vd. (2009) tarafindan yapilan
geemis calismalar 6rnek alinmis ve bu galigmalarda belirtilen degerlendirme formlart kullanilarak 38 ilk genglik
¢ag1 romant iizerinde icerik analizleri yapilmistir.

Yontem

Bu ¢alismada 6zel gereksinimli karakterleri bulunan Tiirk¢e yazilmis veya cevirisi yapilmus ilk genglik
¢agl romanlarimin tespit edilmesi ve incelenmesi amaglanmistir. Calismada 6zel gereksinimli karakterlere yer
veren 38 ilk genclik ¢agi romani arastirmacilar tarafindan tespit edilip degerlendirilmistir. Bu nitel ¢alisma,
dokiiman analiziyle gergeklestirilmistir. Nitel aragtirma derinlemesine incelenmek istenilen bir olguyu
sorgulamayi, yorumlamay1 ve o olgunun dogasim anlamay1 hedefleyen bir arastirma yontemidir (Patton, 2014).
Nitel aragtirmada en sik kullanilan yontemlerden biri olan dokiiman analizi, yazili {iriinlerin sistematik ve titiz bir
sekilde incelenmesi ve yorumlanmasidir (Wach & Ward, 2013). Bu ¢alismada ilk genclik ¢agi romanlarindan elde
edilen veriler, caligmay1 yiiriiten aragtirmacilar tarafindan sistematik bir bicimde incelenmis ve yorumlanmistir.

incelenen ilk Genglik Cagi Romanlarimin Belirlenmesi

Birtakim eserler analiz edilerek gerceklestirilen arastirmalarda s6z konusu eserler, ayn1 zamanda
incelenen belgeler grubunu olusturdugundan eser segim siireci bilyiik nem tasimaktadir (Dyches & Prater, 2000).
Bu c¢alismanin 6rneklemini olusturan eserlerde, ilk genclik ¢agma yonelik yazilmis bir roman olmasi, 6zel
gereksinimli karakter icermesi kosullar1 aranmigtir. Eserlerin se¢ciminde ulagilabilir basili ve ¢evrimigi kaynaklar
taranmis ve s0z konusu Olgiitlere uygun eserlerin tamamina ulasilmaya calisilmistir. Kitap satis siteleri, kitap
tanitan ve inceleyen basili ve gevrimici dergiler, web siteleri ve sosyal medya hesaplari, kitap incelemelerine
yonelik akademik arastirmalar taranmistir. Incelenecek eserler taranirken ‘yetersizlik’, ‘6zel gereksinim’, ‘OSB’,
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‘zihin engelli/yetersizligi’, ‘gérme engelli/yetersizligi’, ‘isitme engelli/yetersizligi’, ‘fiziksel engelli/yetersizlik’,
‘konusma engeli/yetersizligi’, ‘kekemelik’, ‘dil ve konusma bozuklugu’, '6grenme giicligii’, ‘disleksi’, ‘dikkat
eksikligi ve hiperaktivite’, ‘listiin yetenek/zekd’ gibi kelimeler taranmigtir. Taramalar sonucunda 58 esere
ulagilmis, bunlardan 38’i dlciitlere uygun bulunmustur. Olgiitlere uymayan 20 eser, okul 6ncesine yonelik kitaplar
oldugundan inceleme disinda tutulmustur.

[k 6lgiit, eserlerin ilk genglik cagindaki bireylere hitap etmesi olarak belirlenmistir. UNICEF (2018) ilk
genglik cagini 14-18 yas aralig1 olarak tanimlamistir. Kitaplardan 23 {iniin lizerinde hangi yas grubuna hitap ettigi
belirtilmemigken bes kitapta 10+, ¢ kitapta 11+, {i¢ kitapta 9+, ii¢ kitapta 13+, bir kitapta 7+ ibaresi yer almustir.
Bu kitaplar hakkinda iki ayri uzmandan goriis alinarak karar verilmistir. Her iki uzmanin da onayiyla kitaplar,
aragtirmaya dahil edilmistir. Incelenen eserlerin seciminde kullanilan ikinci 6lgiit, eserlerde 6zel gereksinimli
karakter ya da karakterlerin yer almasidir. Milli Egitim Bakanlig1 (2018) tarafindan yayilanan Ozel Egitim
Hizmetleri Yonetmeliginde 6zel gereksinimli birey “Bireysel ve gelisim o6zellikleri ile egitim yeterlilikleri
acisindan akranlarindan anlaml diizeyde farklilik gosteren birey” olarak tanimlanmaktadir (s. 2). Bu tanim OSB,
zihin yetersizligi, bedensel yetersizlik, gdrme yetersizligi, isitme yetersizligi, dil ve konusma bozuklugu, 6grenme
giicliigii ve Ustiin yetenekli olan bireyleri kapsamaktadir. Bu 6zel gereksinim tiirlerinden herhangi birine sahip
bireylere ya da beyin felci gegirdikten sonra 6zel gereksinimli olan bireylere yer veren eserler ¢alismaya dahil
edilmistir. Yapilan taramalar sonucunda ulasilan kitaplardan 38’1 belirlenen oSlgiitleri karsiladigi igin ¢alismaya
dahil edilmislerdir. Calismanin drneklem grubunu olusturan eserlere ait eser adi, yazar, ¢evirmen ve resimleyen
bilgisi, yayinevi ve okuyucu yas1 Tablo 1’de yer almaktadir.

Tablo 1
Incelenen Eserler
No Eser ad1 Yazar Cevirmen Resimleyen Yayin evi Okuyucu yasi
1 I¢imdeki Miizik Sgar;i)lrM. Zeynep Kiirtik - Geng Timag Belirtilmemis
. . Margaret Tilin
2 Louise Braille Davidson Sandikioglu Kutlay Sindirgt ~ Can Cocuk 7+
3 Annemin Kelimeleri Sarah Weeks Elif Ersavci - Can Cocuk 9+
4 Harflerin Dans1 L&Eﬂ? Mullaly Simge Piskinsoy - Epsilon 10+
Hayat1 Sevmeye Saliha Nazli )
5 Devam Et Jaap Ter Haar Kaya Can Cocuk 13+
6 Mucize R. J. Palacio Berna Sirman - Pegasus Belirtilmemis
Yayincilik
7 Nemik ile Onbasi Aydin Ozakin - Mustafa Can Cocuk 9+
Delioglu
Parmak Uglari Seran Demiral - - Tudem Belirtilmemis
Petey Ben Mikaelsen  Asli Anar - Beyaz Balina 9+
o Andreas ao - .
10 Derin Golgeler Steinhofel Kazim Ozdogan - Tudem Belirtilmemis
17 Horoz Adam ve Sevim Ak - Behi¢ Ak Can Cocuk 11+
Korsan
Kiraz Agaci ile . Esma Fethiye . . .
12 Aramdaki Mesafe Paola Peretti Giiclii Carolina Rabei  Geng Timas 10+
13 Gazeteci Cocuk Vince Vawter Alaz Ozbek - Kirmizi Kedi Belirtilmemis
14  Mirildanan Cocuk Gabriele Clima E(s}rgslgethlye llaria Campana  Geng Timasg 10+
. - . ) ) Giin Is181 .. .
15 Gokkusagt Yazi Sevim Ak Kitaplig Belirtilmemis
16 Siradist M. S. Franklin  Aylin Colak - Geng Timag 10+
17 Kekeme Hamlet Dogukan Isler - - Timas Cocuk 10+
18 Ben Bir Hayaletim Giizin Oztiirk - - Tudem Belirtilmemis
Diinyay1 Sirtinda - ) ) .
19 Tagiyan Balik Ozgiir Balpmar Geng Timag 11+
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Tablo 1 (devam)

No Eser ad1 Yazar Cevirmen Resimleyen Yayn evi Okuyucu yast
20 Yildizlar Neden Olusur ~ Sarah Allen Kiibra Demir - Panama Belirtilmemis
21 Kristal Yelkenli J. Mauro de Sehsuvar Adil  Kutlay Sindirgi ~ Can Cocuk 13+
Vasconcelos
22 Lars Cok Komik lben Akerlie ~ AYdaAkea - Sola Kids Belirtilmemis
Akkoc¢
. ) Thomasz Ismail Zeki . . i .
23 Elleriyle Goéren Cocuk Matkowski Dikici Joanna Rusinek  Beyaz Balina Belirtilmemis
24 Siradisi Basit M@Ufaﬁ\we Sibel Cekmen - Delidolu Belirtilmemis
25 Kéglcfl(lekPantolonlu Nadia Hashimi ~ Yasemin Biite - Beyaz Balina Belirtilmemis
i Wendelin Van . - .
26 Kosmak Istiyorum Draanen Asl1 Anar - Beyaz Balina Belirtilmemis
Enno ya da Asfalttaki - . . - .
27 Karahindiba Astrid Frank Semra Pelek Regina Kehn Kirmizi Kedi Belirtilmemis
28 Kelebek Zihinli Cocuk Victoria Gizem Sakar - Geng Tima Belirtilmemi
1 SOCUE williamson z ¢ mas Hmemts
- Mary E. Mapes . o Cemalettin . . .
29 Glimiig Patenler Dodge Ali Aydogan Giizeloglu Arkadas Yayinevi  Belirtilmemis
Ahmet Bora Kenny - - .
30 Ada Thedore Taylor Pekiner McKendry Beyaz Balina Belirtilmemis
o Miyase - .
31 Bir Giin Herkes Sertbarut Merve Atilgan - Tudem Belirtilmemis
32 Caylak Gazeteci Vince Vawter Rengin Arslan - Kirmizi Kedi Belirtilmemis
33 Bana Bir Isaret Goster ~ A.N. Lezotte Arzu Altinanit - Cimar Yayinlar Belirtilmemis
34 Sessizligin Sesi Myron Uhlberg  Cigdem Oztekin - Beyaz Balina Belirtilmemis
35 Sol Ayagim Christy Brown  Kaan Mutlu - Nokta Kitap Belirtilmemis
36 Bir Tiir Kivilcim Elle McNicoll Gizem Sakar B(lgl;;zrlgsygm Geng Timag Belirtilmemis
37 igimdeki Melodi Sharon M. Zeynep Kiiriik ; Geng Timag 11+
Draper Ergetin
38 Giinesten Sonra Gabriele Clima Esma Fethiye - Geng Timas 13+

Giigli

Icerik Analizi ve Kodlamalar

Bu olgiitleri karsilayan kitaplarm belirlenmesinin ardindan igerik analizleri gergeklestirilmistir. Igerik
analizi, bir konu hakkinda yapilan ¢alismalarin sonug¢larinin tanimlayici bir boyutta degerlendirilmesine yonelik
sistematik bir analiz teknigidir (Creswell, 2014; Patton, 2014). Igerik analizi i¢in daha 6nce Dyches vd. (2001)
¢alismasinda belirtilen degerlendirme formu kullanilmigtir. Caligmada kullanilan formun tercih edilme nedeni
eserlerin edebi niteliklerinin yani sira 6zel gereksinimli bireylerin eserlerde nasil betimlendigine de yer vermesidir.
Degerlendirme formu, 6zel gereksinimli bireyleri konu alan eserleri: (a) 6zel gereksinimli bireylerin karakter
betimlemeleri; (b) karakterlerin, 6zel gereksinimi olan ve olmayan diger bireylerle iliskisi; (c) 6zel gereksinimli
birey ve diger bireylerdeki degisim ve (¢) 6zel gereksinime yonelik 6zel konulardan olugan dort tema gergevesinde
incelemeye olanak tanimaktadir. {laveten bu formda 6zel gereksinimli bireylerin karakter tasvirlerinin ve sosyal
iligkilerinin edebi ve sanatsal unsurlarla birlikte incelenmesine firsat sunulmaktadir (Dyches vd., 2001; Dyches
vd., 2009; Dyches & Prater, 2005). Kitaplardaki karakter sayilar1 belirlenirken karakter 6zelliklerine ve kurduklar:
ikili iliskilere deginilmeyen karakterler degerlendirmeye almmamustir. Ornegin “I¢imdeki Miizik” kitabinda
Melody haricinde bir¢ok 6zel gereksinimli cocugun bulundugu H-5 adinda bir siniftan bahsedilmektedir. Bu sinifta
fiziksel yetersizligi olan Ashley, fiziksel ve zihinsel yetersizlikleri olan Carl, Down Sendromlu Maria, zel
gereksinimleri net olarak tanimlanmayan Gloria ve Freddy gibi okurun derinlemesine taniyamayacagi, yalnizca
temel 6zelliklerinden haberdar olabildigi karakterler vardir. Bu karakterler kapali karakterlerdir. Bir baska deyisle
okur onlar1 yakindan tanryamamakta, i¢ diinyalarmni bilememektedir. Bu nedenle romanlarda ana ve yardimci
karakter olarak ¢ok yonlii iliskiler kuran bireyler degerlendirmeye dahil edilmistir.
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Eserlerde 6zel gereksinimli karakterleri incelemek i¢in formda yer alan karakter 6zellikleri, kurgu, tasvir,
karakter gelisimi ve bakis agis1 kodlama kategorileri kullanilmistir (Dyches, Prater, vd., 2001; Dyches vd., 2018;
Dyches & Prater, 2005; Taylor vd., 2020). Karakter 6zellikleri, karakterlerin 6zel gereksinim durumlarini ve ana
veya yan karakter olup olmadiklarini tespit etmek igin kullanilmistir. Kurgu temasinin iceriginde gergekei, yari
gercekei ve gergek dist olmak tizere li¢ kodlama kategorisi yer almaktadir. Gergekei bir bigimde kurgulanmis
eserlerde olaganiistiiliik, fantastik dgeler yer almazken gergek dist kurgularda bu 6zellikler yer alabilmektedir.
Zaman zaman da olaganiistiiliikler eserin biitiinliine yayilmadan kismen yer alabilmektedir. Bu eserler de yari
gercekei olarak kodlanmustir. Ozel gereksinimli bireylerin karakter tasvirleri icin belirlenen kodlar: Olumlu,
olumsuz ve nétrdiir. Olumlu betimlemeler; (a) 6zel gereksinimli bireyler i¢in yiiksek beklentiler 6ngoriilen, (b)
olumlu katkilarin géz oniine ¢ikarildigi, (c) giiclii yonlerin gelistirildigi, (¢) bireylerin secimlerinin 6n plana
cikarildigi, (d) diger bireylerle gelisen karsilikli iliskilerin tasvir edildigi, (e) 6zel gereksinimli bireylerin diger
bireylerle esit vatandaslik haklarina sahip oldugunun garanti edildigi betimlemelerdir (Dyches vd., 2001). Bu
ozelliklerin tam karsit1 seklinde yapilan tasvirler ise olumsuz olarak kodlanmigtir. Notr betimlemelerde herhangi
bir 6zellik 6ne plana ¢ikarilmamaktadir. Karakter gelisimine ait kodlar devinimsel ve duragan olarak belirtilmistir.
Devinimsel karakterler, roman boyunca siirekli olarak bilgi ve beceri agisindan gelisim gosterirken duragan
karakterlerde herhangi bir gelisim s6z konusu degildir (Dyches & Prater, 2000). Bakis acis1 kodlamalarinda ise
kitaplarin kimin bakis a¢isindan anlatildig1 (birinci kisi veya iiglincii kisi) belirtilmistir. Kodlamalara iligkin
orneklere eserlerden alintilarla birlikte bulgular kisminda yer verilmistir.

Calismada analiz edilen bir diger konu ise 6zel gereksinimli karakterlerin 6zel gereksinimli olmayan
karakterlerle iliskisidir. Bu iliskileri analiz etmek i¢in Dyches ve digerleri (2001) ¢alismalarinda belirttikleri (a)
birincil iligkiler, (b) magdur, suclu ya da koruyucu iliskisi, (¢) bagimli ve bakici iliskisi, (¢) arkadaslik, (d) 6grenci
ve 0gretmen iligkisi, (e) birliktelikten kaginma ve (f) sugluluk hissetme olmak iizere yedi iliski tiiriinden hareketle
incelenmis ve betimlenmistir.

Kodlayicilar Arasi Giivenirlik

Calismada incelenecek eserlerin belirlenmesinin ardindan ikisi 6zel egitim ikisi Tiirk¢e egitimi alan
uzmani olan arastirmacilar tarafindan eserler okunmus ve icerik analizleri yapilmustir. Ilk olarak calismada yer
alan eserlerin %20’sinin incelenmesi amaciyla sekiz eser tim arastirmacilar tarafindan bagimsiz bir bigimde
okunarak kodlamalar yapilmigtir (O’Connor & Joffe, 2020). Arastirmacilar daha sonra bir araya gelip
kodlamalarini karsilastirmistir. Gorilis ayriligi tespit edilen kodlamalarda eserler yeniden gézden gecirilmis,
farkliliklar tartigilmis ve aragtirmacilar arasinda goriis birligi saglanmistir. Arastirmacilar her kitabi en az iki kisi
okuyarak kodlamalari tamamlayip karsilagtirmalarmi yapmistir. Bu karsilastirmalar  gerceklestirilirken
aragtirmacilarin tamami ¢alisma ortaminda hazir bulunmustur. Bu ¢aligmanin giivenirlik hesaplamasi kodlayicilar
arasi glivenirlik yontemiyle yapilmistir. Kodlayicilar arasi giivenirlik hesaplamasinda Miles ve Huberman (1994)
tarafindan gelistirilen “Goriis birligi / (Goriis birligi + Goriis ayriligr) x 100”7 formiilii kullanilmistir. Goriis
ayriliklarinin giderilmesinin ardindan ¢alismanin kodlayicilar arasi giivenirligi %100 olarak hesaplanmustir.

Bulgular

Bu bdliimde arastirmanin bulgulari, dnce bir tabloda toplu héalde gosterilmistir. Ardindan her bir siitundaki
bulgu setinin ne anlama geldigi sirasiyla agiklanmigtir. Sonrasinda eserlerden alintilarla bu agiklamalar
desteklenmistir.

Tablo 2
Ozel Gereksinimli Karakteri Olan Ilk Genglik Cagi Romanlarinin Analizi

No Kitap ismi Karakter Kisisel ozellikler Pfarak.twe.r Kurgu  Tasvir Kar.al.<te.r Bakis agis1
ozelligi gelisimi
Beyin felci gegirmis Ana
1 l¢imdeki Miizik Melody fiziksel yetersizligi olan karakter Gergekgi Olumlu Devinimsel ~ Melody

11 yasinda bir kiz

- - Louise Gorme yetersizligi olan bir ~ Ana . . e
2 Louise Braille Braille erkek karakter Gergekgi Olumlu Devinimsel  Ugtincii kisi
Annemin Zihin yetersizligi olan bir ~ Yardimc1 Heidi,
3 Kelimeleri Sophia Kadm karakter Gergekei  Notr Duragan E:)Z;:hla nin
4 Harflerin Dansi Ally Disleksi olan bir kiz Al?;akter Gergek¢i Olumlu Devinimsel — Ally
Hayati Sevmeye Gorme yetersizligi olan bir  Ana . . e
5 Devam Et Beer erkek karakter Gergekei Olumlu  Devinimsel — Ugilincii kisi
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Tablo 2 (devam)
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No Kitap ismi Karakter Kisisel ozellikler ISaralftvgr Kurgu Tasvir Kar.alfter Bakis agis1
ozelligi gelisimi
Fiziksel bozuklugu ve Ana
6 Mucize August isitme yetersizligi olan 11 Gergekgi  Olumlu  Devinimsel  Coklu anlatici
. karakter
yasinda bir erkek
Nemik ile . Fiziksel yetersizligi olan Ana Gergek i - P
! Onbag1 Nemik bir kiz gocuk karakter dist Nor Duragan Uginei kisi
Dogustan gorme Ana
Dogan yetersizligi olan bir geng Gergekgi  Olumlu  Duragan
Karakter
erkek
Sonradan gérme Ana
8 Parmak Uglar1 Mert yetersizligi meydana Gergekei  Olumlu  Devinimsel
. karakter
gelen bir geng erkek
Sonradan gérme Yardimet
Selma yetersizligi olugan bir Gergekgi  Olumsuz Duragan
N . karakter
kadin (Isik’1n annesi)
Fiziksel yetersizligi olan Ana . .
Petey bir erkek karakter Gergekgi  Olumlu  Devinimsel
9 Petey _ F|2|kse! ve 2|h_|nsel _ Yardimet . o Ugiincii kisi
Calvin yetersizlikleri olan bir Gergekgi  Olumlu  Devinimsel
karakter
erkek
Rico Zihin yetersizligi olan bir  Ana Gergekgi  Olumlu  Devinimsel
. erkek ¢ocuk karakter .
10 Derin Golgeler - S Rico
Ustiin yetenekli bir erkek ~ Yardimci . .
Oskar Gergekgi  Olumlu  Devinimsel
gocuk karakter
Horoz Adam ve - Isitme yetersizligi olan 10~ Ana . - _
11 Korsan Yagmur yasinda bir erkek gocuk Karakter Gergekgi  Olumlu  Devinimsel  Yagmur
Kiraz Agaci ile . s
12 Aramdaki Mafalda Gorme yet?rSIZhgl olan9  Ana Gergekgi  Olumlu  Devinimsel  Mafalda
yaginda bir kiz ¢ocuk karakter
Mesafe
Dil ve konusma bozuklugu Ana
13 Gazeteci Cocuk  Victor olan 11 yaginda bir erkek Karakter Gergekgi  Olumlu  Devinimsel  Victor
gocuk
Mirildanan . ey Yardimci . . - .
14 Cocuk Tommi  OSB’li bir erkek ¢ocuk karakter Gergekei  Notr Duragan Pepe (Kedi)
15 Gokkusagi Yazi  Goksu  OSB’li bir kiz Y;;:i;llgg: Gergekgi  Olumlu  Devinimsel  Melisa
. L Pansy
16 Siradisi Anna Beyin felc1‘ gegirmis 11 Yardimer Gergekei  Notr Duragan (Anna’nin
yasinda bir kiz karakter
arkadast)
17 Kekeme Hamlet Hikmet Dil ve k_0nu§ma bozuklugu ~ Ana Gergekgi  Olumlu  Devinimsel  Hikmet
olan bir geng erkek karakter
Ben Bir . e s Ana . - .
18 Hayaletim Mila 10 yaginda OSB’li bir kiz karakter Gergekgi  Olumlu  Devinimsel  Mila
Diinyay1 i e .
19  Sirtinda Emir lsitme yetersizligi olan bir  Ana Gergekgi  Olumlu  Devinimsel  Emir
¢ocuk karakter
Tastyan Balik
- . Fiziksel yetersizligi olan Ana Gergek . < P
20 Kristal Yelkenli  Eduardo 13 yaginda bir erkek Karakter Digi Notr Duragan Ugiincti kisi
. Down sendromlu bir erkek  Yardimci . N -
21 Lars Cok Komik Lars cocuk Karakter Gergekgi  Notr Duragan Amanda
. .. Gorme yetersizligi olan
22 Elleriyle Goren Kamil bes yasinda bir erkek Ana Gergekgi  Olumlu  Devinimsel — Ugiincii kisi
Cocuk karakter
¢ocuk
Gorme yetersizligi olan Yardimei . . <
23 Yildizlar Neden Ela bes yasinda bir kiz gocuk  karakter Gergekgi - Nowr Duragan Libb
Olusur Libb; 12 yasinda turner Ana Gergekei  Olumlu  Devinimsel Y
Y sendromlu bir kiz ¢ocugu  karakter Gexs
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No Kitap ismi Karakter Kisisel ozellikler Ifaralgtvgr Kurgu Tasvir Kar.alfter Bakis agis1
ozelligi gelisimi
Zihin yetersizligi Ana
Basit olan 22 yaginda bir karakter Gergek¢i  Olumlu  Devinimsel
24 Siradis1 Basit erkek Ugiincii kisi
. Isitme yetersizligi Yardimci . . <
Amira olan bir kiz gocuk karakter Gergekei  Notr Duragan
Kadife R Fiziksel yetersizligi
25 Pantolonlu Obayda’nin olan erkek bir Yardimer Gergekgi  Olumlu  Devinimsel ~ Obayda
babasi o karakter
Cocuk yetiskin
. Fiziksel yetersizligi Ana . -
Kosmak Jessica olan bir geng kiz karakter Gergekgi  Olumlu  Devinimsel _
26 . . - - Jessica
Istiyorum Rosa Beyin felci olan bir Yardimci Gereekei  Notr Duragan
kiz karakter Gexe &
11 Yaginda iistiin Ana
Enno yetenekli bir erkek Gergekgi  Notr Duragan
Enno ya da karakter
- gocuk L
27 Asfalttaki - Ugltincii kisi
- 11 Yasinda tistiin
Karahindiba - Yardimci . -
Olsen yetenekli bir erkek Gergekgi  Olumlu  Duragan
karakter
gocuk
Kelebek
28 Zihinli Jamie 1 Yasl.nda DEHB Ana Gergekgi  Olumlu  Devinimsel  Jamie
olan bir kiz karakter
Cocuk
- Beyin hasar1 sonucu
Gilimiis Raff S Yardimci . . - .
29 Patenler Brinker yataga bagl kalan Karakter Gergekei  Notr Devinimsel  Uglincii kigi
bir adam
12 yasinda gorme Ana
30 Ada Phillip yetersizligi olan bir Gergekgi  Olumlu  Devinimsel  Phillip
karakter
erkek ¢ocuk
Bir Giin . OSB’li 8 yasinda bir ~ Yardimci . - .
31 Herkes Mahir erkek cocuk karakter Gergekgi  Olumlu  Devinimsel ~ Asmin
16 yasinda konusma
32 Caylak . Victor yetersizligi olan bir Ana Gergekg¢i  Olumlu  Devinimsel  Victor
Gazeteci karakter
erkek
. Isitme yetersizligi
Bana Bir . Ana . . -
33 fsaret Goster Mary ]ci:zn 11 yaginda bir Karakter Gergekgi  Notr Devinimsel  Mary
Myron
Sessizligin - Isitme yetersizligi Yardimei . - Uhlberg
34 Sesi Louis olan bir adam karakter Gergekei  Olumlu  Devinimsel (Louis’in
oglu)
Beyin felci gegirmis Ana
35 Sol Ayagim Christy fiziksel yetersizligi Gergekgi  Olumlu  Devinimsel  Christy
. karakter
olan bir erkek
- s Ana . -
Bir Tiir Adeline OSB’li bir kiz Karakter Gergekgi  Olumlu  Devinimsel _
36 Kivileim Yardimci Adeline
vie Keedie OSB’li bir kiz a N Gergekei  Notr Duragan
karakter
Beyin felci gegirmis
Icimdeki fiziksel yetersizligi Ana . - .
37 Melodi Melody olan 12 yagmnda bir karakter Gergek¢i  Olumlu  Devinimsel ~ Mila
kiz
Giinesten Andy Fiziksel yetersizligi Yardime1 . - T
38 Sonra (Andrea) olan geng bir erkek karakter Gergekgi  Olumlu Devinimsel  Ugiincil kisi

Not: OSB = otizm spektrum bozuklugu; DEHB = dikkat eksikligi ve hiperaktivite bozuklugu.

Incelenen 38 ilk genglik ¢ag1 romaninda toplamda 48 &zel gereksinimli bireye yer verilmistir. Yedi kitapta
iki, bir kitapta ii¢, kalan kitaplarda birer 6zel gereksinimli karakter bulunmaktadir. Incelenen romanlarda yeni
dogan kiz ve erkek cocugundan yetiskin erkek ve kadina kadar genis bir yas araliginda sunulan 6zel gereksinimli
karakterlerin 20’si kiz, 28’i erkektir ve kitaplarin tamaminda karakterlerin cinsiyetleri agik¢a belirtilmistir.
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Eserlerde 6zel gereksinim durumlari ¢esitlilik gostermektedir. Arastirmaya déahil edilen romanlardaki karakterlerin
ozel gereksinim siniflandirma kategorileri dikkate alindiginda 10’unun goérme yetersizligi, 11’inin fiziksel
yetersizlik, altisinin isitme yetersizligi, altisinin zihin yetersizligi, altisinin OSB, besinin beyin felci, {igiiniin dil ve
konusma bozuklugu, i¢liniin Ustiin yetenekli, birinin 6zel 6grenme giigliigii, birinin dikkat eksikligi ve
hiperaktivite bozuklugu, bir karakterin fiziksel bozuklugu olmak iizere toplamda 53 6zel gereksinim durumu tespit
edilmistir. Zihin yetersizligi olan karakterlerin yer aldig1 kitaplarin dordiinde tiirii belirtilmemis zihin yetersizligi,
birinde Down sendromu, birinde de Turner sendromu islenmektedir. Dil ve konusma bozuklugu olan karakterlerin
yer aldig1 kitaplarin tamaminda kekeme bireylerin hikayeleri anlatilmistir. Ozel 6grenme giigliigiinii isleyen
kitaptaki karakterde ise disleksi vardir. Incelenen kitaplarda birden fazla 6zel gereksinim tiiriine sahip kahramanlar
oldugu i¢in inceleme sonucunda kahraman sayisindan fazla 6zel gereksinim durumu tespit edilmistir.

Bu karakterlerin tabloda yer alan 6zellikleri incelendiginde 29’unun ana karakter, 19’unun yardimci
karakter oldugu gortilmektedir. Eserlerin bir boliimiinde birden fazla 6zel gereksinimli karakter yer almaktadir ve
bazen 6zel gereksinimli bireylerden biri ana karakterken digeri yardimer karakter (Siradisi Basit); zaman zaman
da iki 6zel gereksinimli birey de yardimer karakter (Gokkusagi Yazi) olabilmektedir. Arastirmaya dahil edilen
kitaplardaki aile yapilar1 incelendiginde eserlerin biiyiik ¢cogunlugunda anne, baba ve kardeslerin varligindan
bahsedilen ¢ekirdek aile yapisinin (n = 28), iigiinde amca, dede, day1, teyze gibi bireylerden olusan genis ailelerin,
ikisinde sadece ¢ocuk ve annenin bulundugu ve ikisinde de pargalanmis aile yapilarmin oldugu goriillmektedir.
Kitaplarin dordiinde ise herhangi bir aile yapisina yer verilmemistir.

Ik genglik gag1 romanlar kurgu tiirii agisindan incelendiginde Nemik ile Onbasi1 ve Kristal Yelkenli
disinda tiim kitaplarin gergekei kurguya sahip oldugu goriilmektedir. Gergekei kurguya sahip kitaplarin tamaminda
karakterler gerceklige uygun iliskiler kurarak kendilerinden beklenen diizeyde, 6zel gereksinimlerine uygun
davranislar sergilemektedir. Ornegin “Sol Ayagim” isimli kitabin aym1 zamanda yazar1 olan Christy, beyin felci
gecirmis Ozel gereksinimli bir bireydir ve sol ayagi haricinde hi¢cbir uzvunu istemli bir sekilde hareket
ettirememektedir. Annesinin destegi ile gelisim gosteren Christy, sol ayagini kullanarak nesnelere uzanmakta ve
cizimler yapmaktadir. Ayrica kardesleri ve kardeslerinin arkadaslartyla gezilere katilmakta, onlarla vakit
gecirmektedir. Zamanla sol ayagini kullanma becerisini gelistiren 6zel gereksinimli Christy, kendi yazilarini
yazmaya baglamis ve bu gelisim seriiveninin bir iriinii olarak Sol Ayagim isimli kitab1 kaleme almistir.
“Sessizligin Sesi” kitabinda da benzer sekilde hem kitabin kahramanlarindan biri hem de yazari olan Myron
Uhlberg, isitme yetersizligi olan bir ailedeki yasamini anlatmaktadir. Babasi Louis’in igitme yetersizliginden
dolayr toplumda saygmliktan mahrum kahisina dikkat ¢eken yazar, yasadigi donemdeki insanlarin 6zel
gereksinimli bireylere bakis agisini gergek¢i bir anlatimla aktarmaktadir. Diger taraftan “Kadife Pantolonlu
Cocuk” kitabinda ise bir kaza sonucu Obayda’nin babasinin bacagini kaybetmesiyle yasamlar1 tiimiiyle degisen
bir ailenin anlatildig1 goriilmektedir. Afganistan’daki kdyiine taginmak zorunda kalan ailenin ve bagkahraman
Obayda’nin yasadig1 sorunlar ile babasmin 6zel gereksinimli bir birey olmay1 kabullenme siirecinin gerceklik
kavraminin digina ¢ikilmadan anlatildig kitapta, kurgu dogal yasam seyrine uygun olarak ilerlemektedir.

Gergek dis1 kurguya sahip iki eserden biri olan “Nemik ile Onbasi”nda fiziksel yetersizligi olan Nemik,
ailesi tarlada ¢alisirken siirekli olarak agacin altinda ailesinin islerini bitirmesini beklemekte ve bu siiregte olduk¢a
sikilmaktadir. Bir giin karincalar1 fark eden Nemik, iki karmncay1 doviistiirmeye karar verir ve bu doviis sonucu
karincalardan biri agir bir sekilde yaralanir. Bu olay sonrasinda Onbasi adindaki karimcanin Nemik’e: “Nemik,
annecigim bak dondiim.” (s.63) demesinin ardindan gergek dis1 kurgu 6geleri gozlemlenmeye baslanir. Nemik ve
Onbas1’nin ugarak farkli bir mekana gittiklerini gosteren su climleler kurgunun gercek disiligina isaret etmektedir:
“Sozii biter bitmez kendisini karincasmin sirtinda, iki kanadinin arasinda buldu. Once karmcasinin mi onu
tasiyabilecek kadar biyiidiiglinli, yoksa kendinin mi karmcanin sirtina yerlesebilecek kadar kiiglildigiinii
kavrayamadi. Sonunda kendisinin kiigiik bir kiz oldugunu anladi. Bir susam tanesi kadar olmustu...” (s.71).

Karakter tasviri temasinda da goriildiigii iizere incelenen kitaplardaki karakterlerin 33’1 olumlu, 14’
ndtr, 1°1 ise olumsuz tasvir edilmistir. Olumlu tasvirlerin 6ne ¢iktig1 kitaplardan biri “Bir Tiir Kivilcim”dir. OSB’yi
konu edinen bu kitabin bagkahramani 11 yasindaki OSB’li Adeline’dir. Adeline {i¢ kiz kardesin en kii¢ligii ve ayn1
ailenin ikinci OSB’li ¢ocugudur. Kitabin ilk sayfalarinda okur Adeline’in 6gretmeni Murphy ile yagadig: olumsuz
duruma sahit olmaktadir. Ozel gereksinimli bireylere kars1 farkindaligi olmayan bir dgretmenin sinifinda egitim
goren baskahraman, zaman zaman siniftaki diger arkadaslarinin hos olmayan davranislarina maruz kalir.
Adeline’in asil macerast 6gretmeninin smifta anlattigi ve daha sonra kendisinin de {izerine okumalar yaptig1
Juniper koyiinde gegmiste yasayan cadilar1 6grenmesiyle baglamaktadir. Cadi olarak nitelendirilen insanlarin
oldiiriilmesinden fazlasiyla etkilenen ve cadilarla kendi 6zel gereksinimi arasinda bir bag kuran Adeline, kdy
meclisinde onlarin anisina bir anit yapilmasini teklif eder ancak koy meclisi tarafindan dikkate alinmaz. Bunun
iizerine bir kampanya baglatan Adeline, yeni tanigtig1 arkadasi Audrey ile birlikte kdye anitin yapilmasi i¢in birgok
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girisimde bulunur ve sonunda kdy meclisinin ikna olmasini saglar. Eserden alinan su ciimleler karakterin basarisini
gosterir niteliktedir: “Juniper’da cadi olmakla suglanip idam edilen pek ¢cok kadinin anisina. Bu levha onlarin
hayatlarin1 onurlandirsin ve hosgoriisiizliiklerin sonlanmasina katkida bulusun. ...OSB’li insanlar muhtemelen
yiizlerce yildir hi¢ takdir edilmeden pek ¢ok sey yaptilar. Belki de bu bir gegis torenidir.” (s. 204).

Ozel gereksinimli bireyin herhangi bir 6zelliginin 6n plana ¢ikarilmadigi, nétr tasvir edildigi kitaplardan
biri “Sira Dis1”dir. Kitabin baskahramani Pansy ve yardimei karakter olarak betimlenen Anna iki yakin arkadastir.
Birgok etkinligi birlikte yapan ikilinin yollar;; Pansy’nin Anna’ya verdigi s6zii tutmamasi iizerine ayrilir. Anna
kamptayken yiiksek ates sonucu menenjit gegirir ve o giinden sonra hicbir zaman eskisi gibi olmaz. Anna’ya
verdigi sozii tutamadigi igin kendisini suglu hisseden Pansy, yasamini Anna’ya adar ancak en yakin arkadasi artik
tekerlekli sandalyesinde etrafindakilerle higbir sekilde iletisim kurmayan bir insana doniigmiistiir. Anna karakteri
kitap boyunca herhangi bir gelisim gostermeyen, olumlu katkilarinin 6n plana ¢ikarilmadigi ve diger karakterlerle
iletisimi olmayan bir karakter olarak betimlenmistir.

Ozel gereksinimli karakterlerin olumsuz tasvir edildigi tek kitap “Parmak Uglar1”dir. Gorme yetersizligini
konu edinen kitapta Dogan, Mert ve Selma adlarinda 6zel gereksinimli ii¢ karakter bulunmaktadir. Dogustan
gorme yetersizligi olan Dogan ve sonradan gérme yetersizligi yasayan Mert, kitapta olumlu tasvir edilirken kitabin
sonlarina dogru varligindan bahsedilen Selma’nin kitabin ana karakterlerinden biri olan Isik’in annesi oldugu ve
geecmiste gdrme yetersizliginin oldugu anlasilmaktadir. Selma, geng yasta gorme yetersizliginin yarattii
duygulardan dolayi birtakim psikolojik sorunlar yagamistir. Bu siireci kabullenme giiciinii kendisinde bulamayan
karakter, iginde bulundugu psikolojik bunalim sebebiyle intihar etmistir.

Ik genclik ¢ag1 romanlarindaki anlatic1 bakis agilar1 incelendiginde en fazla tercih edilen bakis agisinin
ozel gereksinimli bireyin géziinden anlatim oldugu (n =17), bu bakis acisini ise sirasiyla tigiincii kisi bakis agis1 (n
=11) ve kitapta bulunan diger karakterlerin bakis agisinin (n = 9) takip ettigi goriilmektedir. Kitaplar arasinda
sadece bir kitapta ¢coklu bakig acis1 (n =1) ile anlatimin oldugu tespit edilmistir.

Karakter gelisimi temasindaki bulgular incelendiginde karakter gelisimlerinin devinimsel ve duragan
olarak betimlendigi goriilmektedir. Devinimsel, gelisim gosteren ve gelismeye devam eden karakterleri ifade
ederken duragan, herhangi bir gelisim gostermeyen karakterleri belirtmektedir. Kitaplardaki karakterlerin 33’
devinimsel karakter gelisimi, 15’i ise duragan karakter gelisimi gdstermektedir. Ornegin “Giimiis Patenler”
kitabindaki Raff Brinker; igyerinde diiserek basini g¢arpmasi sonucunda 10 yil boyunca yataga bagh kalan,
konusamayan ve hareket edemeyen bir adamdir. Roman kurgusu igerisinde yasanan birgok olaym ardindan Raff
Brinker’in yavas yavas hareket ettigi ve konusmaya basladigi goriilmektedir. Kitaptan alinan su climleler 6zel
gereksinimli karakterin gelisimini 6rneklendirmektedir: “Esinin ve g¢ocuklarinin yardimiyla yavasga dogruldu.
Tim cesaretini toplayarak bir adim atmay1 basardi. Biiyiik bir sevingle: oh, yiirliyebiliyorum dedi.”. (s.92). “Lars
Cok Komik” kitabinda ise 6zel gereksinimli karakterin herhangi bir gelisme gostermeyerek duragan karakter
gelisimi sergiledigi goriilmektedir. Down sendromlu olan Lars, okurla tanistigindaki karakter 6zelliklerini kitabin
sonuna kadar korumaktadir ve herhangi bir gelisim ve ilerleme 6zelligi gdstermemektedir.

Ozel gereksinimli karakterlerin 6zel gereksinimli olan veya olmayan diger karakterlerle kurduklari
iligkiler incelendiginde Dyches ve digerleri (2001) de ¢alismasinda belirttikleri (a) birincil iligkiler, (b) magdur,
suglu ya da koruyucu iliskisi, (c) bagimli ve bakicr iliskisi, (¢) arkadaglik, (d) 6grenci ve dgretmen iligkisi, (e)
birliktelikten kaginma ve (f) sugluluk hissetme olmak {izere yedi iligki tiirii kitaplarin birgogunda tespit edilmistir.
Roman tiiriiniin yapist geregi karakterler ¢ok fazla iliski kurduklari igin bu iligkilerin frekanslar1 birbirine yakin
olsa da 6zel gereksinimli bireylerin en sik akranlariyla, ardindan aileleriyle ve en az da hayvanlarla ya da
oyuncaklarla iligki kurduklar1 belirlenmis ve betimleyici analizlere yer verilmistir.

Ornegin Horoz Adam ve Korsan’in 6zel gereksinimli karakteri ablastyla kurdugu birincil iligkiyi “En
biiylik destek¢im ablamdi. Bagkalar1 yapma uzak dur derken ablam, aferin, bagardin derdi.” (s. 29) sozleriyle
anlatmistir. Ben Bir Hayaletim’deki 6zel gereksinimli karakter; arkadaslarinin birliktelikten kaginma davranisini
“Bazen saydam oldugumu diisiiniiriim. Arkadaslarim bana bakarlar, bakislart i¢imi delip geger. Mesela, arkamda
agac varsa o goriiniir, duvar goriiniir. Ben gériinmem ama koskoca siifta kimse beni gérmez. Ciinkii ben onlara
gore yokum, yokmusum yani. Su gibiyim. Hayir, hayir, aslinda ben bir hayaletim.” (s. 5) seklinde ifade etmistir.
Kelebek Zihinli Cocuk’taysa 6zel gereksinimli ¢ocuk, babasinin kendisine yo6nelik koruyucu tavrinin verdigi
zararl, “Keske babam her seyimle ilgilendigi kadar ilaglarimla da ilgilense DEHB i¢in ilag almama izin verseydi.
Kullanmam gerektiginde siirekli pir pir etmeyen siradan bir beyne sahip olmak giizel olurdu” (s. 131) sozleriyle
dile getirmistir. Bir Tiir Kiviletm’daki 6zel gereksinimli Addie’nin ise ge¢miste kasabasinda yasayan cadilar
anisina yaptirmak istedigi heykel icin en iyi arkadasi Audrey ile yaptigi is birlikleri ve verdigi miicadeleler
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arkadashk iliskisine 6rnek teskil etmesi acisindan degerli veriler sunmaktadir. Diger taraftan Icimdeki Miizik
kitabindaki 6zel gereksinimli ana karakterin fiziksel yetersizligi nedeniyle diger kahramanlara ihtiya¢ duymasi
bagimli ve bakicr iliskisi agisindan olduk¢a Onemlidir. Ana karakter Melody’nin su sozleri bu iligkiyi
orneklendirmektedir: “Okulda tuvalete gitmek berbat bir sey. Birinin beni sandalyemden kaldirmasi ve tuvalete
oturtmasi gerekiyor ve orada tutmasi gerekiyor ki diismeyeyim. Bittiginde ise altim1 silmeleri gerek.” (s.164).

Tartisma

Zenginlestirilmis okuma deneyimleri, genclere 6zel gereksinimli bireylerle ilgili farkindahk
kazandirabilmek agisindan olduk¢a 6nemlidir. Bu ¢alismada 6zel gereksinimli bireylere karakter olarak yer veren
38 ilk genglik cagi romani, igerik analizi teknigiyle incelenmistir. Alanyazinda 6zel gereksinimli bireylerin
kitaplarda yer alan karakter betimlemeleri ve normal gelisim gosteren akranlariyla olan iligkilerini inceleyen
calismalar (Dyches & Prater, 2000; 2005; Dyches vd., 2001) ¢ergevesinde incelemeler yapilmistir. Bu béliimde,
incelenen eserlerden elde edilen bulgular tartigilarak gelecek calismalar icin Onerilere yer verilmistir.

Eserlerde cesitli 6zel gereksinim tiirleri tespit edilmistir. Ozel gereksinim tiirlerinin dagilimi su sekildedir:
Gorme yetersizligi (10 roman), fiziksel yetersizlik (11 roman), isitme yetersizligi (6 roman), zihin yetersizligi (6
roman), otizm spektrum bozuklugu (6 roman), beyin felci (5 roman), dil ve konugma yetersizligi (3 roman), {istiin
yetenek (3 roman), 6zel 6grenme giigliigii (1 roman), dikkat eksikligi ve hiperaktivite bozuklugu (1 roman) ve
fiziksel bozukluk (1 roman). Yetersizligin siklig1 ve goriiniirliigii, onun toplum tarafindan kabuliinii etkilemektedir.
Bir baska deyisle disaridan bakinca dogrudan goriilebilen ve sik sik rastlanan yetersizlikler daha kolay kabul
gormektedir (Kog vd., 2010). Aile ve Sosyal Hizmetler Bakanliginin (2022) yayimlamis oldugu “Engelli ve Yash
Istatistik Biiltenine” gore en sik rastlanan 6zel gereksinim durumlari sirastyla zihin yetersizligi ve fiziksel
yetersizliklerdir. Bunlar1 gorme ve isitme yetersizlikleri takip etmektedir. Bu calismanin sonuglarina gore
kitaplardaki 6zel gereksinim kategorilerinin dagilimi, Aile ve Sosyal Hizmetler Bakanligmin verileri ile farklilik
gostermektedir. Oztiirk ve digerleri (2022), incelenmis olduklar1 okul dncesi donem resimli dykii kitaplarmda
yalnizca disaridan goriilebilen yetersizliklere daha ¢ok yer verildigini belirtmiglerdir. Bu ¢alismada incelenen
kitaplarda disaridan goriilebilen 6zel gereksinim tiirlerine sahip karakterler ¢ogunlukta olsa da dogrudan
gozlenemeyen 6zel gereksinim tiirlerine de (zihin yetersizligi, OSB, isitme yetersizligi vb.) yer verilmistir. Bu
durum okuyucu kitlesinin yas araliiyla iliskili olabilir ¢iinkii okul 6ncesi donemdeki ¢ocuklar yalnizca somut
zihinsel islemler gerceklestirebilmekteyken (Piaget, 2000) ilk genglik ¢agina yonelik eserlerde bu tiir sinirlar
yoktur. Bu sebeple farkli 6zel gereksinim tiirlerinin sunumu bakimindan ¢esitlilik saglanmistir. Ayrica resimli
oykii kitaplarindan farkli olarak roman tiirii, gozle goriillmeyen yetersizlik tiirlerinin anlatilmasina daha fazla imkan
tanimaktadir. Leininger ve digerleri (2010) tarafindan 6diil alan kitaplardaki 6zel gereksinimli karakterlerin
incelendigi ¢aligmada da dogrudan gozlenebilen 6zel gereksinim tiirlerinin (6rnegin fiziksel, isitme, gorme
yetersizlikleri) dogrudan gozlenemeyenlere gore (Ornegin zihin yetersizligi, 6zel 6grenme giligligli, otizm
spektrum bozuklugu) daha fazla tercih edildigi belirtilmistir. Bu ¢alismanin sonuglar1 Leininger ve digerlerinin
aragtirmasiyla benzerlik gostermektedir. Lemoine ve Schneider (2021) ise ¢ocuk kitaplarinin yaklagik 20 yillik
gelisimini OSB agisindan inceledikleri caligmalarinda gézlenemeyen 6zel gereksinim tiirlerinden biri olan OSB’yi
konu alan eserlerin artig egiliminde oldugunu belirtmiglerdir.

Eserler, kurgulart bakimindan gergekei ve gergek dist olarak siniflandirilmistir. Bu arastirmada incelenen
eserlerin kurgularinin iki kitap diginda gercekei oldugu goriilmektedir. Okul Oncesi dénem resimli Gykil
kitaplarindaki kurgularin incelendigi ¢alismalarda da bu arastirmanin sonuglarina benzer sekilde gergekgi kurguya
agirhik verildigi goriilmiistiir (Kaymaz, 2017; Kirkgdéz & Diken, 2019; Oztiirk vd. 2022). Fakat gegmiste bunun
boyle olmadigi Rubin ve Watson’in (1987) klasik eserlerdeki kurgulara iligkin aragtirmalarinin sonuglarindan
anlasiimaktadir. Bu arastirmalara gore klasik eserlerin ¢ogu gercek disi kurguya sahiptir. Ote yandan giincel
aragtirmalarin sonuglar1 (Kaymaz, 2017; Kirkgéz & Diken, 2019; Oztiirk vd. 2022) 6zel gereksinimli bireyleri
konu alan gergeke¢i kurguya sahip eserlerin sayisinin arttigina isaret etmektedir. Kirkgéz ve Diken (2019) 6zel
gereksinimli karakterlerin yer aldigi eserlerde gergeke¢i kurgulara yer verilmesinin 6zel gereksinimli bireylere
iliskin dogru bilgilerin edinilmesinde dnemli oldugunu vurgulamistir.

Ozel gereksinimli karakterlerin yer aldig1 kitaplar, okurlara onlarin hayatin igerisinde var olduklarimi
hissettirme ve benzer duygular1 deneyimledikleri bilgisini aktarma imkani tanir. Bu dogrultuda 6zel gereksinimli
bireyler olumlu, olumsuz ve notr olarak tasvir edilebilir. Incelenen 38 kitapta yer alan 48 karakterin 33’{i olumlu
sekilde tasvir edilmistir. incelenen eserlerdeki tasvirlerin olumlu olmasi 6zel gereksinimli bireylerin toplumun bir
parcasi olduklarm, ¢esitli gérevler verildiginde bu gorevleri basarili bir sekilde yerine getirebildiklerini, uygun
destek saglandiginda akademik yasantilarinda veya ¢esitli becerilerde 6zel gereksinimli olmayan akranlar1 gibi
basarili olabileceklerini ve bazi islerde ¢alisabileceklerini belirtmektedir. Okuyucu kitlesinin yas araligi
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diisiiniildiigiinde biitiin bu basliklara iliskin birtakim 6n yargilarin olabilecegi 6n goriilebilir ancak nitelikli
eserlerle gergeklestirilecek okuma etkinlikleri, 6zel gereksinimli bireylere iliskin dolayli deneyimler saglayarak
s6z konusu 6nyargilarin saglikli bilgilerle yer degistirmesine yardimei olacaktir (Dyches, vd., 2006; Leininger vd.,
2010). Olumlu tasvirlerin yan1 sira eserlerin igerisinde notr (n = 14) tasvirlerin de yer aldig1 goriilmiistiir. Notr
tasvirlerin yer aldig1 eserlerin 10’unda 6zel gereksinimli bireyler yan karakterlerdir. Digerlerinde ana karakterdir.
Eserlerde nétr tasvirlerin bulunmasi 6zel gereksinimli bireylere iliskin ¢esitliligi yansitmasi agisindan yararl
olabilir. Bulgulardan hareketle okurun bu eserler sayesinde 6zel gereksinimli bireylerin olumsuz yasantilar
gegcirebildikleri gibi belirli kogullar altinda son derece verimli, {iretken bir hayat siirebileceklerine iliskin de bir
farkindalik kazanabilir. Bundan dolay1 6zel gereksinimli karakterleri igeren eser sayisinin artirilmasi ve tasvirlerde
cesitliligin saglanmasi, okuyuculara farkli bakis agilar1 kazandirmada son derece 6nemlidir.

Calismanin bulgularindan bir digeri de eserlerdeki 6zel gereksinimli karakterlerin gelisimleri ile ilgilidir.
Devinimsel ve duragan olarak siniflandirilan karakter gelisiminde 6zel gereksinimli bireylerin eserdeki akademik
ve sosyal becerilerinin gelisimi incelenmistir. Kitaplardaki 6zel gereksinimli karakterlerin 33’ii devinimsel
ozellikler gostermistir. Bu durum uygun kosullar saglandiginda 6zel gereksinimli bireylerin var olan
performanslarinin daha ileriye taginabileceginin okurlar tarafindan anlasilmasi agisindan dnemlidir. Bir diger
onemli nokta da devinimsel gelisime yer verilen kitaplarin olumlu tasvir ve gergekei kurgularla olusturulmus
olmalaridir. Buradan hareketle incelemeye konu olan eserlerin 6zel gereksinimli bireylere yonelik olumsuz
tutumlarin yerini olumlu tutumlara birakmasina katki saglayacagi ifade edilebilir. Alanyazindaki bazi ¢aligmalarda
ozel gereksinimli bireylerin karakter gelisimlerinin devinimsel olarak sunuldugu ancak oranlarinin duragan
gelisime gore bu kadar yiiksek olmadig1 goriilmektedir (Dyches vd., 2001; Dyches & Prater, 2005; Oztiirk vd.,
2022). Ote yandan Prater (1999), zihin yetersizligi olan karakterlerin yer aldig1 68 eseri incelemis ve eserlerin
%061’inde karakterlerin duragan bir gelisim gosterdiklerini tespit etmistir. Bu bulgudan hareketle 6zel gereksinim
tiriiniin karakter gelisimi agisindan belirleyici oldugu ifade edilmelidir ¢iinkii zihin yetersizliginde gelisimin
gbzlenmesi daha fazla zaman alabilir ve daha nadir goriilebilirken bagka yetersizlik tiirlerinde gelisim daha hizli
olabilir. Nitekim Kog¢ ve arkadagslar1 (2010), bu yorumu destekler sekilde inceledikleri kitaplarda goriilebilen
yetersizlik tiirlerini igeren eserlerdeki degisimin daha kolay takip edilebildigini belirtmislerdir.

Ozel gereksinimli bireylerin normal gelisim gosteren bireylerle kurmus olduklari iliski tiirlerine yonelik
bulgular, bu karakterlerin akranlariyla yogun arkadaslik iligkisi kurduklarini gostermektedir. Akran iligkilerinin
biiyiik bir kism1 olumlu degildir ve akran siddeti icermektedir ancak okuyucu agisindan degerlendirildiginde 6zel
gereksinimli bireylerin akranlariyla iligkileri hakkinda fikir sahibi olunmasi bakimindan énemlidir. Nitekim 6zel
gereksinimli bireylerin akran zorbaligina ugradigina iliskin ¢alismalar da bu yargiy1 destekleyici niteliktedir.
Ornegin Sar1 ve Piirsiin (2019), kaynastirma smifina devam eden sekiz 6grenci ve sekiz dgretmen ile yaptiklari
calismada 6zel gereksinimli 6grencilerin akran zorbaligina maruz kaldiklarini ve 6gretmenlerin normal gelisim
gbsteren dgrencilerin bu konuda bilinglendirilmelerini gerekli gordiiklerini belirtmislerdir. Ozel gereksinimli
bireylerle iletisim kurulabilecegine, ortak gorevler alinabilecegine ve onlara sorumluluk verilebilecegine iliskin
onyargilarin giderilmesi, incelenen eserlerde islenmistir. Dyches ve Prater (2005) yapmig olduklari ¢caligmada bu
aragtirmanin bulgularina paralel olarak 6zel gereksinimli bireylerin en sik kurdugu iliski tiirliniin arkadaslik
oldugunu belirtmislerdir. Ancak alanyazinda bu ¢aligmanin bulgulariin aksine 6zel gereksinimli karakterlerin en
sik aile bireyleriyle iliski kurduklarmni belirten ¢aligmalar yer almaktadir (Dyches vd., 2001; Oztiirk vd., 2022).
Ayrica Kirkgoz ve Diken (2019) inceledikleri resimli ¢ocuk kitaplarinda yer alan 6zel gereksinimli karakterlerin
akranlartyla ve aileleriyle kurmus olduklari iliskilerin kismen yeterli oldugunu belirtmistir. Incelenen eserlerde;
magdur, suclu ya da koruyucu iliskisi, bagimli ve bakici iliskisi, 6grenci ve 6gretmen iligkisi, birliktelikten kaginma
ve sucluluk hissetme gibi iliski tiirlerine de yer verilmistir. Boylesi bir ¢esitlilige yer verilmis olmasi okuyuculara
farkli bakis agilariin kazandirilmasi i¢in avantaj saglamaktadir.

Buraya kadar 6zel gereksinimli bireyleri konu alan 38 roman ele aldiklar1 6zel gereksinim tiirleri (fiziksel,
gbrme, isitme, zihin vb.), kurgusal nitelik (ger¢ekg¢i-gercek dist); 6zel gereksinimli karakterlerin tasviri (olumlu-
olumsuz), kurgudaki konumu (ana karakter-yardimer karakter), gelisimsel 6zellikleri (duragan-devinimsel) ve
diger karakterlerle iligkisi bakimindan incelenerek alanyazindaki arastirmalarla karsilastirilmistir. Arastirmanin
sonuglar1 pek ¢ok yonden alanyazindaki ¢alismalart desteklemekte; 6zel gereksinimli bireyler agisindan genglik
edebiyatinda 6nemli ve olumlu gelismeler yasandigina isaret etmektedir. Bu sonuglardan hareketle uygulamaya
ve ileride yapilacak arastirmalara yonelik bir dizi 6neri sunulmustur.

Siirhiliklar ve Oneriler

Ozel gereksinimli karakterleri olan ilk genglik ¢ag1 romanlarini belirlemeyi ve incelemeyi amaglayan bu
¢aligmanin bazi smirhiliklart bulunmaktadir. Konu ile ilgili tiim romanlari tespit etme siirecinde, aragtirmacilar
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cevrimigi kitap satis siteleri, kitap tanitan ve inceleyen basili ve gevrimi¢i dergiler ve fiziki kitap satis1 yapan
yaymevleri gibi kaynaklara bagli kalmistir. Bu yilizden konu ile ilgili arama yapilan kaynaklarin diginda
yaymlanmis veya heniiz yazim/yayim asamasinda olan romanlar bulunabilir. Nitekim I¢cimdeki Melodi ve
Giinesten Sonra kitaplari bu makalenin yazim siirecinde tespit edilmis ve arastirmacilar tarafindan incelenerek
calismaya dahil edilmistir. Bu durum g¢alismanin bir sinirliligt olarak kabul edilebilir. Bulunmasi halinde
aragtirmacilar gelecek caligmalarda bu ¢aligmada yer almayan romanlart veya yeni yayimlanan romanlarin bir
incelemesini yapabilir. Ayrica bu ¢aligma kapsaminda incelenen romanlarin uygunlugunu belirlerken ilk genglik
caginda yer alan okurlardan goriis alinmamistir. Romanlar, Ozel Egitim ve Tiirkce Egitimi alan uzmamni
aragtirmacilarin incelemesi ve kitaplarin {izerinde veya kitap satig sitelerinde yer alan okur yasi bilgileri dikkate
alinarak caligmaya dahil edilmistir. Bu durum ¢aligmanin bir bagka siirlilig1 olarak kabul edilebilir. Gelecek bir
calismada ilk genclik caginda yer alan okurlar ile 6zel gereksinimli karakterleri bulunan ilk genclik cagi
romanlarint okuma, inceleme veya farkindalik olusturma konularinda calismalar yapilabilir. Son olarak bu
calismada tespit edilen romanlar1 ortaokul veya lise sinif diizeylerine gore bir kategorilestirmeye gidilememistir.
Ortaokul ve liselerde okul veya smif kiitiiphanelerinde 6zel gereksinimli karakterleri olan romanlarin yer alip
almadig1t da incelenememistir. Bu nedenle gelecek bir galismada okul ve smif kiitiiphanelerindeki eserler
incelenerek 6zel gereksinimli karakterleri bulunan ilk genglik ¢agi romanlarimin bu kiitiiphanelerde yer alip
almadig tespit edilmelidir.

Yazarlarin Katki Diizeyleri

Yazarlar ¢alismanin tiim asamalarinda esit katki saglamistir.
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Abstract

Introduction: Juvenile books are useful tools to increase young people's knowledge and sensitivity about
individuals with special needs. In particular, the books that are structured in a qualified way and that appeal to the
world of young people will be useful in establishing healthy communication bridges between individuals with
typical development and individuals with special needs. For this reason, it is important to identify qualified books
on individuals with special needs. In this research, we examined the books that include individuals with special
needs as characters in terms of their structure, depiction, and developmental characteristics.

Method: The study utilized document analysis model, one of the qualitative research methods, in which we
examined the characters with special needs according to various criteria. We evaluated thirty-eight books in the
study. While identifying the books, we sought that they appealed to juvenile and included at least one character
with special needs. We analyzed the books with the content analysis technique.

Results: Results showed eleven different disability types in the 38 books. Of these, 10 were visual impairment, 11
were physical disabilities, six were hearing impairment, six were intellectual disability, six were autism spectrum
disorder (ASD), five were cerebral palsy, three were speech and language disorders, three were gifted, one was
specific learning disability, one was attention deficiency and hyperactivity disorder, one was a physical disorder.
In 33 books, characters had positive depictions; 33 characters had dynamic characteristics, and all of the books
had realistic fiction except two.

Discussion: The results of the study differ from the studies in the literature in terms of the variety of special needs
of the characters. In terms of the reality of the fictions, the results overlap with the studies in the literature. The
rate of dynamic characters in the books that are the subject of this research is higher than past studies. The results
regarding the relationship between the characters with special needs and their peers are also consistent with the
results of the studies on the topic.
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Introduction

The experiences that an individual can directly experience are limited. Unusual situations can make the
individual anxious. A young person with typical development may have never interact with an individual with
special needs throughout their lifetime or may have established superficial bonds for limited periods of time. This
situation may lead to the weakening of the connection between individuals with typical development and
individuals with special needs, which may make it difficult for individuals with special needs to socialize and
reduce their productivity and life satisfaction. Studies on the topic point to the existence of such a problem. For
example, the results of a study conducted with 349 university students showed that 75% of the participating
students did not have a relative with special needs and 86% did not have a friend with special needs (Sahin &
Bekir, 2016). Similarly, in another study conducted with 525 university students, 68% of the participating students
did not have a relative or a friend with special needs (Saglam & Altindag, 2017). Young people may avoid
communicating with individuals with special needs, may be worried, may not know how to behave, or may not
show the necessary sensitivity. However, being in the same environment with individuals with special needs for a
long time contributes to psychomotor, cognitive, language, social, and emotional development both for individuals
with typical development and for individuals with special needs (Sucuoglu et al., 2020). Various methods can be
used to reduce the possible communication concerns of young people with typical development who have not
encountered any individuals with special needs or who have had limited interactions. For example, joint social
activities can be carried out, family meetings can be held, and theater and cinema screenings can be held. In
addition to all these, juvenile literature books including characters with special needs can also be used in this regard
(Prater et al., 2006).

According to the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF, 2018), juvenile refers to a person who is 14
years old or above but under 18 years of age. Young people experience physical, cognitive and psychosocial
changes during this period. Juvenile literature books are written by taking into account the vocabulary of young
people, their sensitivities about different topics, their interests and needs (Lukens et al., 2021). Based on these
works, young people develop their own reading tendencies (Moffitt & Wartella, 1992). Time has a great influence
on these reading tendencies. For example, Compton-Lilly (2012) stated that young readers' reading tendencies
have changed over the years depending on factors such as family, school, social environment, and teacher
expectations. Hassett (2008) defined reading disposition as a complex, cultural and historical phenomenon that
develops within a certain social environment. From this point of view, it is possible to say that the reading
tendencies of young readers do not remain constant during their developmental period, that they are temporary,
and that these readers are in search of a meaning for their reading activities over time. Literary works, which are
based on the world of young readers and in a language specific to them, can encourage young people to research
and choose books in different genres and topics, thus exhibiting healthier attitudes. With this understanding, it is
important to identify and examine juvenile literature books including characters with special needs and to evaluate
the contents of these books in terms of various variables.

It is possible to examine the works of children's and youth literature including characters with special
needs in terms of their different characteristics. Some studies have been conducted on how these characters were
depicted in books including characters with special needs in the literature. For example, Dyches and Prater (2005),
Dyches et al. (2001), and Dyches et al. (2009) evaluated books including characters with special needs based on
the following six criteria: (a) characters and their personal characteristics, (b) character traits (main character,
supporting character), (c) depiction (realistic, semi-realistic, unrealistic), (d) portrayal (positive, negative, neutral),
(e) character development (static, dynamic) and (f) point of view. With such evaluations, researchers have revealed
whether individuals with special needs are introduced in literary works in accordance with the requirements of the
era. At this point, individuals with special needs participate more actively in social life compared to the past and
make significant contributions to many areas of society (such as sports, education, labor force). For this reason,
realistic and positive depictions in literary works will be useful in raising awareness for individuals with special
needs (Leininger et al., 2010).

Literary works are used to raise awareness about individuals with special needs, to correct misconceptions
and to contribute to the social acceptance process (Prater et al., 2006). There are some studies in the literature that
analyze the books including characters with special needs written for different genres and age groups. These studies
show that character depictions in the books including characters with special needs have changed from negative
and unrealistic depictions over the years (Lemoine & Scheider, 2021). Positive features mean that high
expectations are held for the characters with special needs, their positive social contributions are highlighted, their
strengths are developed, their personal preferences are clarified, and they can maintain mutual relations with others
(Dyches et al., 2001; Meacham et al., 2022). Realistic features refer to the accurate depictions of the special needs
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of the characters such as physical, behavioral, speech and language as they are in reality (Dyches & Prater, 2005;
Pennel et al., 2018). For example, Rubin and Watson (1987) stated that the characters with special needs in some
classical works were mostly depicted with negative and unrealistic features. On the other hand, in a more recent
study, Leininger et al. (2010) stated that in the Newbery Award-Winning Books published between 1975 and 2009,
more realistic and positive features of characters with special needs were described over the years. Lemoine and
Scheider (2021) examined the children’s picture books on autism spectrum disorder (ASD) that were published
between 1999 and 2019 within the scope of Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM-V). As
a result of the study, they determined that the examined books did not include the criteria specific to ASD in the
DSM-V. Dyches et al. (2009) stated that in books that were nominated for the Dolly Gray Children's Literature
Award and published between 2004 and 2007, characters with developmental disabilities often had positive and
realistic features. Dyches et al. (2001) stated that in the children's literature books including characters with
intellectual disability or ASD and published between 1997-1998, the characters generally had realistic and positive
features. Matthew and Clow (2007) examined children’s picture books and children’s media and they found that
the information in the relevant materials did not have the qualifications to raise awareness.

Interest in examining books including characters with special needs in the literature clearly reveals the
importance of this topic in education, research, and social fields. Identifying the books on the topic and published
in Turkish, examining and evaluating them with objective criteria in the literature will be helpful for teachers,
families, students, and researchers who can benefit from fictional books including individuals with special needs.
In the recent studies on the books published in Turkish, the researchers examined the picture story books created
especially for young children by using the measurement tools they developed on the basis of the literature (Arikan
etal., 2021; Celikel & Durmusoglu, 2020; Kaymaz, 2017; Kirkgéz & Diken, 2019; Oztiirk et al., 2022). Similarly,
evaluating the literary works written for juveniles will be beneficial for teachers, researchers, and young people.
Literary works written by writers of children's and youth literature, create a fictional world, open the door to
indirect experiences, and allow readers, especially in the juvenile age, to look at the lives of people different from
themselves and discover differences. People who make connections between their own lives and fictional lives can
get the opportunity to think about various life styles (Sever, 2012). Considering all these, the aim of this study is
to present an examination of juvenile books including characters with special needs. No research has been found
in the Turkish literature that comprehensively analyzed the characters with special needs in the juvenile books.
We identified and provided an analysis of the juvenile books in this research. To examine the identified books, we
followed the past studies conducted by Dyches et al. (2001), Dyches and Prater (2005), and Dyches et al. (2009)
and used evaluation forms to conduct content analyses on the 38 juvenile books.

Method

In this study, we aimed to identify and examine the juvenile books written in or translated to Turkish and
including characters with special needs. In the study, we identified 38 juvenile books including characters with
special needs and evaluated them. This qualitative study was carried out by document analysis. Qualitative research
is a research method that aims to question and interpret a phenomenon that is desired to be examined in depth and
to understand the nature of that phenomenon (Patton, 2014). Document analysis, one of the most frequently used
methods in qualitative research, is the systematic and rigorous examination and interpretation of written products
(Wach & Ward, 2013). In this study, we systematically examined and interpreted the data obtained from the
juvenile books.

Identifying Adolescent Novels

In the studies carried out by analyzing some books, the book search process is of great importance as
these books also constitute the group of documents examined (Dyches & Prater, 2000). In the books that constitute
the sample of this study, we sought the criteria of being a book written for juvenile and including characters with
special needs. In the search of the books, we reviewed accessible printed and online sources and tried to reach all
of the available books. We reviewed book sales sites, printed and online magazines promoting and reviewing
books, websites and social media accounts, and academic research on book reviews. While searching for the books

CLINNT3

to be examined, we used the following keywords “disability”, “special needs”, “ASD”, “intellectual disability”,
“visually impaired/disability”, “hearing impaired/disability”, “physical disability”, “speech disorder/disability”,
“stuttering”, ‘“speech and language disorder”, “learning disability”, “dyslexia”, ‘“attention deficit and
hyperactivity”, and “gifted and talented”. As a result of the search, we found 58 books. Thirty-eight of them met
the study criteria and they were included in the study. Twenty books did not meet the criteria. We did not include

these twenty books in the study as they were appropriate for preschool children.
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We identified the following criteria in this study. The first criterion was that the books appealed to
juvenile. UNICEF (2018) defined the juvenile as the age range of 14-18. The authors or publishers did not specify
age group in 23 of the books; five books included the phrase 10+, three books 11+, three books 9+, three books
13+, and one book 7+. We also asked the opinions of two different experts to make a decision about these books.
Both experts approved the books and we included them in the study. The second criterion was the presence of
character or characters with special needs in the reviewed books. In the Special Education Services Regulation
published by the Ministry of National Education (2018), an individual with special needs is defined as “an
individual who differs significantly from his peers in terms of individual and developmental characteristics and
educational qualifications” (p. 2). This definition includes individuals with ASD, intellectual disability, physical
disability, visual impairment, hearing impairment, speech and language impairment, learning disability, and gifted
and talented. We included books in the study if they included individuals with any of these special needs or
individuals. As a result of the search process, 38 of the books were included in the study because they met the
specified inclusion criteria. Table 1 presents the name of the book, author, translator and illustrator information,
publisher, and reader age of the books that constitute the sample group of the study.

Table 1
Reviewed Books

No Book name Author Literary Illustrator Publisher Reader age
translator
1 Out of My Mind Sharon M. Draper ~ Zeynep Kiiriik - Geng Timas Unspecified
. . . Tiilin Kutlay
2 Louise Braille Margaret Davidson Sandikoglu Sindirgr Can Cocuk 7+
3 So B. It Sarah Weeks Elif Ersavci - Can Cocuk 9+
. Lynda Mullaly Simge ) .
4 Fish Ina Tree Hunt Piskinsoy Epsilon 10+
. . Saliha Nazli
5 Het wereldje van beer ligthart ~ Jaap Ter Haar Kaya - Can Cocuk 13+
6 Wonder R. J. Palacio Berna Sirman - Pegasus Unspecified
Yayincilik
. . .. Mustafa
7 Corporal with Nemik Aydmn Ozakin - Delioglu Can Cocuk 9+
Fingertips Seran Demiral - - Tudem Unspecified
Petey Ben Mikaelsen Asli Anar - Beyaz Balina 9+
10 Rico, Oskar and the Deeper Andreas Steinhofel  Kazim Ozdogan - Tudem Unspecified
Shadows
11  Rooster Man and Pirate Sevim Ak - Behi¢ Ak Can Cocuk 11+
The Distance Between Me . Esma Fethiye Carolina .
12 and the Cherry Tree Paola Peretti Giiglii Rabei Geng Timas 10+
13 Paper Boy Vince Vawter Alaz Ozbek - Kirmiz1 Kedi Unspecified
14 11 Bambino Che Faceva Le Gabriele Clima Esnja fethlye llaria Geng Timas 10+
Fusa Giligli Campana
15  Rainbow Summer Sevim Ak - - Gufl Islg,l Unspecified
Kitaplig1
16  Extraordinary Miriam S.Franklin ~ Aylin Colak - Geng Timas 10+
17  Stuttering Hamlet Dogukan Tsler - - Timas Cocuk 10+
18 lam a Ghost Giizin Oztiirk - - Tudem Unspecified
The Fish that Carries the - .
19 Word on Its Back Ozgiir Balpimar - - Geng Timas 11+
20  What Stars are Made of Sarah Allen Kiibra Demir - Panama Unspecified
. J. Mauro de . Kutlay
21 The Crystal Saiboat Vasconcelos Sehsuvar Adil Sindirgs Can Cocuk 13+
22 LarsEr Lol Iben Akerlie Ayda Akga - Sola Kids Unspecified
Akkog
The Boy who Sees with his Thomasz Ismail Zeki Joanna . .
23 Fingers Matkowski Dikici Rusinek Beyaz Balina Unspecified
24 Simple Marie Aude Murail ~ Sibel Cekmen - Delidolu Unspecified
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Table 1 (continue)
No Book name Author Literary Ilustrator Publisher Reader age
translator
25  One Half from the East Nadia Hashimi Yasemin Biite - Beyaz Balina Unspecified
26  The Running Dream Wendelin Van Asli Anar - Beyaz Balina Unspecified
Draanen
27 Enno Anders Lowenzahn Astrid Frank Semra Pelek Regina Kehn Kirmizi Kedi Unspecified
Im Asphalt

The Boy with the Victoria . . .
28 Butterfly Mind Williamson Gizem Sakar - Geng Timas Unspecified

. Mary E. Mapes . - Cemalettin Arkadasg .
29  The Silver Skates Dodge Ali Aydogan Giizeloglu Yaymevi Unspecified

Ahmet Bora Kenny . .
30 The Cay Thedore Taylor Pekiner McKendry Beyaz Balina Unspecified
31  One Day Everyone Miyase Sertbarut Merve Atilgan - Tudem Unspecified
32 Copyboy Vince Vawter Rengin Arslan - Kirmizi Kedi Unspecified
33  Show Me a Sign A. N. Lezotte Arzu Altmanit - (inar Unspecified

Yayinlari
34 The Sound of Silence Myron Uhlberg Cigdem Oztekin - Beyaz Balina  Unspecified
35 My Left Foot Christy Brown Kaan Mutlu - Nokta Kitap Unspecified
36  AKind of Spark Elle McNicoll Gizem Sakar Biisra Kaygin Geng Timas  Unspecified
Gafarov
37  Melody Sharon M. Draper Zeynep Kiiriik - Geng Timas 11+
' Ergetin
38 Il Sole Fra Le Dita Gabriele Clima Eérgzlgethlye - Geng Timas 13+

Content Analysis and Coding

We conducted content analyses after identifying the books that met the criteria. Content analysis is a
systematic analysis technigque for the descriptive evaluation of the results of studies on a topic (Creswell, 2014;
Patton, 2014). We used the evaluation form described in Dyches et al.’s (2001) study for the content analysis. The
reason why we used the form in this study is that it includes the literary qualities of the books as well as how
individuals with special needs are depicted in the books. The evaluation form allows the review of the books based
on the following four themes: (a) character depictions of individuals with special needs; (b) the characters'
relationships with other individuals with and without special needs; (c) change in individuals with special needs
and other individuals, and (d) special needs-related subjects. In addition, the form provides the opportunity to
examine the character depictions and social relations of individuals with special needs, together with literary and
artistic elements (Dyches et al., 2001; Dyches et al., 2009; Dyches & Prater, 2005). While determining the number
of characters in the books, we did not take into consideration the characters whose character traits and bilateral
relations were not mentioned. For example, in the book " Out of My Mind ", there is a class called H-5, where
there are many children with special needs other than Melody. In this class, there are characters such as Ashley
with physical disabilities, Carl with physical and intellectual disabilities, Maria with Down Syndrome, Gloria and
Freddy, whose special needs are not clearly defined, which the reader cannot get to know in depth, but can only
be aware of their basic characteristics. These characters are closed characters. In other words, the reader cannot
get to know them closely and cannot know their inner world. For this reason, we evaluated characters who
established versatile relationships as main and supporting characters in the books.

To examine characters with special needs in the books, we used the following coding categories in the
form: character traits, depiction, portrayal, character development, and point of view (Dyches et al., 2001; Dyches
et al., 2018; Dyches & Prater, 2005; Taylor et al., 2020). Character traits referred to the special needs of the
characters and whether they were main or supporting characters. In the content of the depiction theme, there were
three coding categories: realistic, semi-realistic, and unrealistic. While there are no extraordinary and fantastic
elements in realistically fictionalized books, these features can be found in unrealistic fictions. From time to time,
the extraordinary can take place in part without spreading to the whole book. These books were also coded as
semi-realistic. The codes determined for character portrayal of individuals with special needs were: positive,
negative, and neutral. Positive portrayals included the following elements: (a) high expectations were foreseen for
individuals with special needs, (b) positive contributions were highlighted, (c) strengths were developed, (d)
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individuals' choices were highlighted, (e) mutual relations with other individuals were described, and (f)
individuals with special needs were guaranteed to have equal citizenship rights with other individuals (Dyches et
al., 2001). We coded the descriptions as negative if they showed the exact opposite of this portrayal. In neutral
descriptions, no features were highlighted. The codes of character development were specified as dynamic and
static. While the dynamic characters continuously develop in terms of knowledge and skills throughout the book,
there is no development in the static characters (Dyches & Prater, 2000). In point of view coding, it is stated from
whose point of view (first person or third person) the books are told. We provided examples of coding in the results
section along with quotations from the books.

Another topic analyzed in the study is the relationship between characters with special needs and
characters without special needs. To analyze these relationships, Dyches et al. (2001) indicated the use of the
following seven types of relationships in their study and we examined these relationships and described in this
study: (a) primary, (b) victim, perpetrator and/or protector, (c) dependent and caregiver, (d) friendship, (e) pupil
and instructor, (f) fear of association, and (g) feelings of guilt.

Coding Reliability

After identifying the books to be examined in the study, the authors read the books and conducted content
analyses. Two of the authors are experts in special education and two are experts in Turkish Education. First of
all, in order to examine 20% of the books in the study, all authors read and coded eight books independently
(O'Connor & Joffe, 2020). The authors then got together and compared their coding. In the coding where
disagreements were detected, the authors reviewed the books, discussed the discrepancies, and achieved a
consensus among them. The authors read each book by at least two authors, completed the coding, and compared
them. All of the authors were present in the working environment while these comparisons were being made. We
made the reliability calculation in this study by the inter-coder reliability method. Agreement / (Agreement +
Disagreement) X 100 formula that was developed by Miles and Huberman (1994) was used in the calculation of
reliability between coders. After the authors resolved the disagreements, the inter-coder reliability of the study was
calculated as 100%.

Results

In this section, we firstly presented the study findings in Table 2. Then, we explained the meaning of the
set of findings in turn. Afterwards, we supported these explanations with direct quotations from the books.

Table 2
Analyses of Adolescent Novels Including Characters with Special Needs

Character Point of

No Bookname  Character Personal characteristics Level Depiction  Portrayal -
development view

1 OUt.Of My Melody 11 year-old girl with cerebral - Main Realistic ~ Positive ~ Dynamic Melody

Mind palsy character
2 Louise Braille Lomge A man with visual Main Realistic ~ Positive ~ Dynamic 3rd
Braille impairment character person
. . Sophia’s
3 SoB.lt Sophia A\_/vomgn with intellectual Supporting Realistic ~ Neutral Static daugther
disability character L
Heidi
. L . Main - . .
4 FishInaTree Ally A girl with dsylexia character Realistic ~ Positive ~ Dynamic Ally
Het Wereldje A .
5  van Beer Beer A man with visual Main Realistic ~ Positive ~ Dynamic 3rd
- impairment character person
Ligthart
11 year-old boy with physical . .

6 Wonder August disorder and hearing Main Realistic ~ Positive ~ Dynamic Multiple
SO character narrator
impairment

Corporal with - S . R Main - . 3rd

7 Nemik Nemik A girl with physical disability character Unrealistic Neutral Static person
Dogan A young man with visual Main Realistic ~ Positive  Static 3rd

impairment character person

8 Fingertips Mert A young man with visual Main Realistic ~ Positive ~ Dynamic 3rd
impairment character person

Selma A women with V|s’ual Supporting Realistic Negative  Static 3rd
impairment (Isik’s mother) character person
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Table 2 (continue)
No Book name Character Person_al_ Level Depiction  Portrayal Character P0|_nt of
characteristics development view
A man with physical Main - . .
Petey disability character Realistic Positive Dynamic 3rd person
9  Petey A man with physical ¢ .
Calvin and intellectual PP 9 Realistic  Positive Dynamic 3rd person
L character
disability
A boy with Main
Rico. Oskar and Rico intellectual Realistic ~ Positive ~ Dynamic Rico
; o character
10  the Deeper disability
Shadows i
Oskar A gifted boy Supporting Realistic ~ Positive ~ Dynamic Rico
character
Rooster Man and - 10 year-old boy with Main - . - <
11 Pirate Yagmur hearing impairment  character Realistic ~ Positive ~ Dynamic Yagmur
The Distance 9 year-old girl with ~ Main
12 Between Meand Mafalda Y! lagir Realistic ~ Positive ~ Dynamic Mafalda
visual impairment character
the Cherry Tree
11 year-old boy with Main
13 Paperboy Victor speech and Realistic ~ Positive ~ Dynamic Victor
. character
language disorder
14 Il Bambino Che Tommi A boy with ASD Supporting Realistic ~ Neutral Static Pepe (Cat)
Faceva Le Fusa character
Goksu A girl with ASD Supporting Realistic ~ Positive ~ Dynamic Melisa
. character
15 Rainbow Summer A girl with visal S .
Fidan \ girl with visua upporting Realistic ~ Neutral Static Melisa
impairment character
. . Pansy
16 Extraordinary Anna 11 year-old girl with - Supporting Realistic ~ Neutral Static (Anna’s
Cerebral Palsy character .
friend)
A young man with Main
17  Stuttering Hamlet  Hikmet speech and Realistic ~ Positive ~ Dynamic Hikmet
. character
language disorder
18 1am a Ghost Mila 10 year-old girl with - Main Realistic ~ Positive  Dynamic Mila
ASD character
The Fish that . . .
19  Carries the Word Emir A boyh with hearing - Main Realistic ~ Positive ~ Dynamic Emir
impairment character
on Its Back
13 year-old young .
20 The_CrystaI Eduardo boy with physical Main Unrealistic Neutral Static 3rd person
Saiboat T character
disability
21 Lars Er Lol Lars A boy with Down Supporting Realistic ~ Neutral Static Amanda
Syndrome character
Kamil > year-old boy with  Main Realistic ~ Positive ~ Dynamic 3rd person
99 The Boy who Sees visual impairment character
with His Fingers o irl wi i
g Ela 5 year O.Id g'.” with - Supporting Realistic ~ Neutral Static 3rd person
visual impairment character
What Stars are . 12 year-old girl with  Main - - . .
23 Made of Libby Turner Syndrome character Realistic ~ Positive ~ Dynamic Libby
22 year-old man Main
Basit with intellectual Realistic ~ Positive ~ Dynamic 3rd person
] L character
24 Simple disability
Amira A girl w ith hearing  Supporting Realistic ~ Neutral Static 3rd person
impairment character
One Half fromthe Obayda’s  An adult with Supporting - - . Obayda
25 East father physical disability character Realistic  Positive  Dynamic
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Table 2 (continue)

No Book name Character Person_al_ Level Depiction  Portrayal Character P0|_nt of
characteristics development view
. Jessica A young g".l W'.th Main Realistic Positive Dynamic Jessica
26 The Running physical disability character
Dream irl wi i
Rosa A girl with Cerebral  Supporting Realistic ~ Neutral Static Jessica
Palsy character
11 year-old gifted Main - .
Enno Anders Enno boy character Realistic ~ Neutral Static 3rd person
27  Lowenzahn Im 1 Id gifted s .
Asphalt Olsen year-old gtte UpPOTting  peslistic  Positive  Static 3rd person
boy character
The Boy with A .
. 11 year-old girl with  Main -~ . . .
28 :\t;lei:nlzutterﬂy Jamie ADHD character Realistic ~ Positive ~ Dynamic Jamie
29 The Silver Raff A man with brain Supporting Realistic ~ Neutral Dynamic 3rd person
Skates Brinker injury character
30 The Cay Phillip 12.year-_old bpy with  Main Realistic ~ Positive ~ Dynamic Phillip
visual impairment character
31 One Day Mahir 8 year-old boy with  Supporting Realistic ~ Positive ~ Dynamic Asmin
Everyone ASD character
- 16 year-old man with Main - - . .
32  Copyboy Victor speech disorder character Realistic ~ Positive Dynamic Victor
Show Me a 11 year-old girl with  Main - .
33 Sign Mary hearing impairment  character Realistic ~ Neutral Dynamic Mary
Myron
34 Th_e Sound of Louis A man with hearing  Supporting Realistic ~ Positive  Dynamic Uhlb'etg
Silence impairment character (Louis
son)
A man with Cerebral Main
35 My Left Foot Christy Palsy and physical Realistic ~ Positive ~ Dynamic Christy
ST character
disability
. S Main _— . . .
. Adeline A girl with ASD Realistic ~ Positive ~ Dynamic Adeline
36 A Kind of character
Spark i
P Keedie A girl with ASD Supporting Realistic ~ Neutral Static
character
12 year-old girl with Main
37 Melody Melody Cerebral Palsy and Realistic ~ Positive ~ Dynamic Mila
: S character
physical disability
Il Sole FraLe  Andy A young man with Supporting - . .
38 Dita (Andrea)  physical disability character Realistic  Positive  Dynamic 3rd person

Note: ASD = autism spectrum disorder; ADHD = attention deficit and hyperactivity disorder.

Thirty-eight juvenile books included a total of 48 characters with special needs. There are two characters
with special needs in seven books, three in one book, and one character with special needs in the remaining books.
The books presented the characters with special needs in a wide age range from newborn girls and boys to adult
men and women. There were 20 girls and 28 boys and all books clearly stated the genders of the characters. Types
of special needs varied across the books. A total of 53 special needs conditions were identified in the books. These
included 10 visual impairment, 11 physical disability, six hearing impairment, six intellectual disability, six ASD,
five cerebral palsy, three speech and language disorder, three giftedness, one a specific learning disability, one
attention deficit and hyperactivity disorder, and one physical disorder. Four books did not specify the type of
intellectual disability, one book mentioned Down's syndrome, and one book mentioned Turner syndrome. The
books including characters with speech and language disorders told the stories of individuals who stutter. The
character had dyslexia in the book that mentioned specific learning disability. Since there were characters with
more than one type of special needs in the examined books, more special needs situations were determined than
the number of characters as a result of the examination.

Table 2 presents the character traits of these characters. Twenty-nine of the characters were main
characters and 19 were supporting characters. There was more than one character with special needs in some of
the books, and sometimes one of the characters with special needs was the main character and the other was the
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supporting character (e.g., Simple); from time to time, two characters with special needs could also be a supporting
character (e.g., Rainbow Summer). The books presented information about the family structures. The majority of
the books mentioned the existence of mother, father, and siblings (n = 28); three of them were extended families
consisting of individuals such as uncle, grandfather, aunt; two of them had only a child and a mother family
structure. Four of the books included no family structure information.

All books had realistic depiction, except for Corporal with Nemik and The Crystal Saiboat. In all of the
books with realistic depiction, the characters established relationships in accordance with reality and behaved at
the level expected from them, in accordance with their special needs. For example, Christy, who was also the
author of the book "My Left Foot", was an individual with special needs who had cerebral palsy and could not
voluntarily move any of his limbs except his left foot. Developing with the support of her mother, Christy reached
for objects and drew using her left foot. He also attended trips and spent time with his siblings and friends of his
siblings. Christy developed his left foot skills over time, started to write his own writings, and wrote the book
named My Left Foot as a product of this development adventure. Similarly, in the book “The Sound of Silence”,
Myron Uhlberg, one of the characters and the author of the book, described his life in a family with hearing
impairment. Drawing attention to the fact that his father, Louis, was deprived of respect in the society due to his
hearing impairment, the author conveyed the point of view of people with special needs in a realistic way. On the
other hand, in the book “One Half from the East”, a family’s life completely changed after Obayda's father lost his
leg as a result of an accident. The book explained Obayda’s process of accepting being an individual with special
needs of his father without going beyond the concept of reality. The depiction progressed in accordance with the
natural course of life in the book.

In one of the books with unrealistic depictions, “Corporal with Nemik”, Nemik, who had a physical
disability, was constantly waiting for her family to finish their work under the tree while her family was working
in the field, and she got very bored in this process. One day, Nemik noticed the ants and decided to make the two
ants fight, and as a result of this fight, one of the ants was seriously injured. After this incident, the ant named
Corporal said to Nemik: "Nemik, mommy, look, I'm back.” (p.63), after saying this, unrealistic depiction elements
began to be observed. The following sentences showing that Nemik and Corporal flew to a different place point
to the unreality of the depiction:

“As soon as she finished his sentence, she found himself on the back of her ant, between her two wings.
At first she could not comprehend whether the ant had grown large enough to carry her or whether she
had shrunk enough to settle on the ant's back. She finally realized that she was a little girl. It was the size
of a sesame seed...” (p.71).

In the character portrayal theme, the books portrayed 33 of the characters positively, 14 were neutral and
one was negatively. One of the books in which positive descriptions stood out was “A Kind of Spark”. The book
focused on ASD and the character was 11-year-old Adeline with ASD. Adeline was the youngest of three sisters
and the second child with ASD of the same family. In the first pages of the book, the reader witnessed Adeline's
negative situation with her teacher Murphy. The character was occasionally exposed to the unpleasant behavior of
her other classmates. Adeline's real adventure began when she learned about the witches who lived in the past in
the village of Juniper, which her teacher told in class and then she read about. Adeline, who was greatly affected
by the killing of people who were described as witches and who connected the witches with her special need,
proposed that a monument be built in their memory in the village council, but it was not taken into account by the
village council. Adeline, who started a campaign on this, made many attempts to build a monument in the village
with her new friend Audrey, and finally convinced the village council. The following sentences from the book
showed the success of the character:

“In memory of the many women who were accused of being witches and executed in Juniper. May this
plate honor their lives and contribute to the end of intolerance. ...People with ASD had probably done
many things for hundreds of years without being appreciated. Maybe it's a rite of passage.” (p. 204).

The book “Extraordinary” did not highlight the individual with special needs and portrayed neutrally. The
book portrayed the character Anna as the supporting character. Anna and Pansy were two close friends. The ways
of the two who did many activities together part when Pansy did not keep his promise to Anna. While at the camp,
Anna suffered from meningitis as a result of a high fever, and from that day on she would never be the same.
Feeling guilty for not keeping her promise to Anna, Pansy dedicated her life to Anna, but her best friend had turned
into a person with a wheelchair who did not communicate in any way with those around her. The book portrayed

Oztiirk et al. 2024, 25(1)



AN EXAMINATION OF CHARACTERS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS IN JUVENILE BOOKS 26

Anna as a character that did not show any development throughout the book, did not highlight her positive
contributions, and she had no communication with other characters.

The only book in which characters with special needs were portrayed negatively was “Fingertips”. There
were three characters with special needs in the book named Dogan, Mert, and Selma, who had visual impairment.
Dogan and Mert had visual impairment and these two characters were portrayed positively in the book. Selma,
whose existence was mentioned towards the end of the book, was the mother of Isik, one of the main characters
of the book, and that she had a visual impairment in the past. Selma experienced some psychological problems
due to the feelings created by her visual impairment at a young age. The character, which could not find the strength
to accept this process, committed suicide due to the psychological depression she was in.

The most preferred point of view was the narration from the eyes of the individual with special needs (n
=17) in the examined juvenile books. The third person point of view followed this point of view (n = 11) and then
the point of view of the other characters in the book (n = 9), respectively. Among the books, only one book had
narration with multiple perspectives.

Character developments were described as dynamic and static on the theme of character development.
While dynamic refers to the developing and continuing to develop characters, static refers to the characters that do
not show any development. Thirty-three of the characters in the books showed dynamic character development
and 15 showed static character development. For example, Raff Brinker in the book “The Silver Skates” was a
man who had been tied to the bed for 10 years, unable to speak and move as a result of falling and hitting his head
at work. After many events in the depiction of the book, Raff Brinker moved slowly and began to speak. The
following sentences from the book exemplified the development of the character with special needs: “With the
help of his wife and children, he straightened up slowly. Gathering all his courage, he managed to take a step. He
said with great joy: oh, I can walk.” (p. 92). In the book "Lars Er Lol ", the character with special needs did not
show any improvement and exhibited static character development. Lars, who had Down syndrome, preserved the
character traits when he met the reader and did not show any development and progression features until the end
of the book.

As Dyches et al. (2001) stated in their study, seven types of relationships emerged in most of the books
in terms of the relationships of characters with special needs with other characters with or without special needs:
(@) primary, (b) victim, perpetrator and/or protector, (c) dependent and caregiver, (d) friendship, (e) pupil and
instructor, (f) fear of association, and (g) feelings of guilt. Although the frequencies of these relationships were
close to each other due to the nature of the book, individuals with special needs had relationships most frequently
with their peers, then with their families, and at least with animals or toys.

For example, the character with special needs of Rooster Man and Pirate had a primary relationship with
her sister: “My biggest supporter was my sister. When others were saying stay away, my sister would say, well
done, you did it.” (p. 29). The character with special needs in | am a Ghost expressed the avoidance of friends to
establish relationship as:

“Sometimes I think | am transparent. My friends look at me, their gaze pierces me. For example, if there
is a tree behind me, it will appear, the wall will appear. I'm invisible, but no one sees me in the whole
classroom. Because | don't exist according to them, so | don't exist. | am like water. No, no, actually I'm
a ghost." (p. 5).

In the book The Boy with the Butterfly Mind, the child with special needs explained the damage caused by his
father's protective attitude towards him by saying:

"I wish my father would take care of my medication as much as he takes care of everything else and let
me take medication for ADHD. It would be nice to have an ordinary brain that is not constantly whirring
when I have to use it” (p. 131).

In the book A Kind of Spark, the collaborations and struggles with her best friend Audrey for the statue that Addie
with special needs wants to have made in memory of the witches living in her town in the past, provides valuable
data in terms of setting an example for friendship. On the other hand, it is very important for the dependent and
caregiver relationship that the main character with special needs in the book Out of My Mind had with other
characters due to her physical disability. The following words of the main character, Melody, exemplified this
relationship: “Going to the bathroom at school awful. Someone has to pick me up from my chair and sit on the
toilet and hold me there so | don't fall. And when it's over, they have to wipe me." (p. 164).
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Discussion

Enriched reading experiences are very important in terms of raising awareness for young people about
individuals with special needs. In this study, we analyzed 38 juvenile books that included individuals with special needs
as characters by using content analysis technique. In the literature, researchers conducted examinations within the
framework of studies examining the character descriptions of individuals with special needs in the books and their
relationships with their typically developing peers (Dyches & Prater, 2000, 2005; Dyches et al., 2001). In this section,
we discuss the results obtained from the examined books and provide suggestions for future studies.

We identified various types of special needs in the books. The distribution of special needs types was as follows:
Visual impairment (10 books), physical disability (11 books), hearing impairment (six books), intellectual disability (six
books), ASD (six books), cerebral palsy (five books), speech and language disorder (three books), giftedness (three
books), specific learning disability (one book), attention deficit and hyperactivity disorder (one book), and physical
disorder (one book). The frequency and visibility of disability affects its acceptance by society. In other words,
disabilities that can be seen directly from the outside and are frequently encountered are more easily accepted (Kog et
al., 2010). According to the "Statistics Bulletin of the Disabled and Elderly" published by the Ministry of Family and
Social Services (2022), the most common types of special needs are intellectual and physical disabilities, respectively.
These are followed by visual and hearing impairments. According to the results of this study, the distribution of types
of special needs in the books differs from the data of the Ministry of Family and Social Services. Oztiirk et al. (2022)
stated that in the preschool picture storybooks, only the disabilities that could be seen from the outside took more places.
Although special needs types of the characters that can be seen from the outside are observed in the majority of the books
in this study, the types of special needs that cannot be directly observed are also included (e.g., intellectual disability,
ASD, hearing impairment). This may be related to the age range of the readers because preschool children can only
perform concrete mental operations (Piaget, 2000), whereas there are no such limits in books for young individuals. For
this reason, the presentation of different types of special needs provided diversity across the books. In addition, unlike
the picture storybooks, the novel type provides more opportunities to tell the invisible disability types. In the study
examining the characters with special needs in the award-winning books by Leininger et al. (2010), the types of special
needs that could be directly observed (for example, physical, hearing, visual impairments) were preferred more than
those that could not be observed directly (for example, intellectual disability, specific learning disability, ASD). The
results of this study are similar to the research of Leininger et al. (2010). Lemoine and Schneider (2021), on the other
hand, stated in their study that they examined the development of children's books for about 20 years in terms of ASD
and found that the number of books on ASD tended to increase over time.

The book depictions included realistic and unrealistic classifications. The book depictions were realistic except
for two books in this study. Similar to the results of this study, the past studies examining depictions in preschool picture
storybooks detected realistic depictions (Kaymaz, 2017; Kirkgoz & Diken, 2019; Oztiirk et al. 2022). However, the
results of Rubin and Watson's (1987) study on depictions in classical works showed that this was not the case in the past.
According to these studies, most of the classical works had unrealistic depictions. In contrast, the results of the most
recent studies (e.g., Kaymaz, 2017; Kirkgdz & Diken, 2019; Oztiirk et al. 2022) indicated that the number of works with
realistic depictions about individuals with special needs has increased. Kirkgdz and Diken (2019) emphasized that it is
important to include realistic depictions in works featuring characters with special needs in acquiring accurate
information about these individuals.

Books featuring characters with special needs allow readers to make them feel that they exist in life and to
convey the knowledge that they have experienced similar emotions. Accordingly, individuals with special needs can be
described as positive, negative, and neutral. Of the 48 characters in the 38 books, 33 were positively portrayed. The fact
that the depictions in the examined books are positive indicates that individuals with special needs are a part of the
society, that they can fulfill these tasks successfully when given various tasks, that they can be successful in their
academic life or in various skills like their peers without special needs, and that they can work in some jobs when
appropriate support is provided. Considering the age range of the readers, there may be some prejudices regarding all
these titles, but reading activities to be carried out with qualified books will help to replace these prejudices with healthy
information by providing indirect experiences about individuals with special needs (Dyches, et al., 2006; Leininger et
al., 2010). In addition to positive portrayals, we also detected neutral (n = 14) portrayals. In 10 of the works with neutral
portrayals, individuals with special needs were supporting characters. In others, they were the main characters. The
presence of neutral portrayals in the books can be useful in terms of reflecting the diversity of individuals with special
needs. Based on the results, the reader can gain awareness that thanks to these books, individuals with special needs can
have negative experiences as well as lead an extremely fruitful and productive life under certain conditions. Therefore,
it is extremely important to increase the number of books including characters with special needs and to provide diversity
in depictions in order to provide readers with different perspectives.

Another result of the study was related to the development of characters with special needs in the books. We
classified the development of the academic and social skills of individuals with special needs in the character
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development as dynamic and static. Thirty-three of the characters with special needs showed dynamic characteristic.
This situation is important for the readers to understand that the existing performances of individuals with special needs
can be carried forward when appropriate conditions are provided. Another important point is that the books that include
static development are created with positive portrayals and realistic depictions. From this point of view, the books will
contribute to the negative attitudes towards individuals with special needs to be replaced by positive attitudes. Some
studies in the literature present the character development of individuals with special needs dynamically but their rates
are not those high compared to static development (Dyches et al., 2001; Dyches & Prater, 2005; Oztiirk et al., 2022). On
the other hand, Prater (1999) examined 68 books including characters with intellectual disability and found that in 61%
of the books, the characters showed a static development. Based on this result, it should be stated that the type of special
needs is determinant in terms of character development because it may take more time to observe the development in
intellectual disability and may be seen less frequently, while the development may be faster in other types of disabilities.
Kog et al. (2010) stated that the changes in the books including the types of disabilities could be followed more easily.

Results on the types of relationships that individuals with special needs establish with individuals with typical
development showed that these characters formed intense friendships with their peers. Most of the peer relationships
were not positive and included peer violence, but when evaluated from the reader's point of view, it was important to
have an idea about the relationships of individuals with special needs with their peers. Studies on peer bullying of
individuals with special needs also support this judgment. For example, Sar1 and Piirsiin (2019) stated that students with
special needs were exposed to peer bullying and that teachers considered it necessary to raise awareness of students with
normal development on this issue. Elimination of prejudices regarding the possibility of communicating with individuals
with special needs, taking common tasks and assigning responsibilities to them has been handled in the books. Dyches
and Prater (2005) stated in their study that similar to the results of this study, friendship was the most common type of
relationship established by individuals with special needs. However, contrary to the findings of this study, there were
studies in the literature stating that characters with special needs most frequently established relationships with family
members (Dyches et al., 2001; Oztiirk et al., 2022). Kirkgdz and Diken (2019) also stated that the characters with special
needs in the children's picture storybooks were partially sufficient in their relationships with their peers and families.
The books also included relationship types such as victim, perpetrator and/or protector relationship, dependent and
caregiver relationship, pupil and instruction relationship, fear of association and feelings of guilt. Diversity in the types
of relationships provided an advantage for the readers to gain different perspectives.

So far 38 books including characters with special needs, the description of the characters with special needs
(positive-negative), their position level (main character-supporting character), their developmental characteristics (static-
dynamic) and their relationships with other characters were compared with the similar studies in the literature. The
results of the current study support the studies in the literature in many ways; points out that there are important and
positive developments in juvenile literature for individuals with special needs. Based on these results, we present a series
of recommendations for practice and future research.

Conclusion and Recommendations

This study, which aims to identify and analyze the juvenile books including characters with special needs, has
some limitations. In the process of identifying all relevant books on the topic, we relied on sources such as online
booksellers, print and online magazines that promote and review books, and publishers that sell physical books.
Therefore, there may be books that have been published or are still in the process of being written/published apart from
the resources searched on the topic. We identified the books Melody and Il Sole Fra Le Dita during the writing process
of this article and included them in the study. This situation can be a limitation of the current study. Researchers can
conduct a review of books that were not included in this study or newly published books in the future studies. In addition,
while determining the suitability of the books examined within the scope of this study, we did not take the opinions of
juvenile readers. We included the books in the study by taking into account the examination of experts in special
education and Turkish Education, and the age of readers written on the books or on book sales websites. This situation
can be another limitation of the study. In a future study, juvenile readers can help researchers to conduct studies on
reading, examining or raising awareness of the juvenile books including characters with special needs. Finally, the books
identified in this study could not be categorized according to middle or high school grade levels. It could not be examined
whether there were books including characters with special needs in school or classroom libraries in middle and high
schools. In a future study, researchers should examine the books in school and classroom libraries and determine whether
juvenile books including characters with special needs are present in these libraries.
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