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Erken Dénem Islam Fetihleri Uzerine Cagdas

Degerlendirmeler

Oz

Bu arastirma, erken dénem Islam fetihlerine yol agan
saikleri ve nedenleri agikliga kavusturmayi1 ve bunlar
daha ayrintili bir sekilde analiz etmeyi amaglamakta-
dir. Bu aragtirmada tiimevarimci bir yaklagim izlenmis
ve Islam fetihlerinin gercek ve asil sebepleri konusun-
da arastirmacilarin, ilgili tarihgilerin ve oryantalistlerin
degerlendirmeleri incelenmistir. Caligma, islam fetihle-
riyle ilgili yorumlarin zaman, mekan ve ideolojilerden
bliylik olglide etkilendigini agik¢a gdstermektedir. Bu
durum, Iranl tarihgiler ve arastirmacilar arasinda Pers
medeniyetini savunma egiliminden de anlasilmaktadir.
Arastirmanin bir diger bulgusu, Islam fetihleri hakkinda
sunulan ¢esitli yorumlarin, esasen bu konuda bilinen ve
bilimsel olarak temelsiz olan iddialarin bir tekrar1 oldu-
gudur. Islam fetihlerini daha dogru ve gercek¢i bir ze-
minde yorumlamak igin, bu fetihlerin gercek nedenlerini
ve gerekgelerini dogrulamak iizere daha derin galismalar
yapilmasi ve bu konuda kabul goren tarihsel kanitlarin
ve bilimsel temellerin gdzden gecirilmesi gerekmektedir.
Arastirmanin akademik katkisi, fetih bolgelerinin zorla
Islamlastirildig1 ve ekonomik saiklerle fetihlerin gergek-
lestirildigi iddialarmin ilmi bir ¢ergevede yeniden ele
alinmasi ve Islam fetihlerinin temel ilkeleri konusundaki
giincel diislincelerin ortaya konmasi noktasinda olacaktir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Erken Donem Islam Tarihi, Is-
lam Fetihleri, Roma, Sasaniler, Islamlasma.

Contemporary Evaluations On The Early Islamic
Conquests

Abstract

This research aims to clarify the motives and reasons
that led to the early Islamic conquests and analyze them
in more detail. The inductive approach was followed in
this research, and the words of researchers, historians,
and orientalists were examined on the subject of the real
and actual motives for the Islamic conquests.The study
clearly shows that the evaluation of the Islamic conquests
was greatly influenced by the time period, country, and
ideology. This is evident from the spread of the idea of
defending the Persians among Iranian historians and re-
searchers. Another finding of the research is that the vari-
ous interpretations presented about the Islamic conquests
are essentially a repetition of the well-known allegations
on this subject, which are scientifically unfounded. To
interpret the Islamic conquests more accurately and rea-
listically, it is advised to conduct more accurate studies to
verify the actual reasons and motives for these conquests
and to review the historical evidence and scientific foun-
dations approved in this regard. The academic contribu-
tion of the research will be to reexamine the claims that
the conquest regions were forcibly Islamized and that the
conquests were carried out for economic motives within
a scholarly framework and to reveal the current thoughts
on the basic principles of Islamic conquests.

Keywords: Early Islamic History, Muslim Conqu-
ests, Rome, Sassanids, Islamization.
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! Sibli Numani, Biitiin Yonleriyle Hz. Omer ve Devlet Idaresi, tr. Talip Yasar Alp (istanbul: Mahya, 2015), 172-175.

2 Hasan Ibrahim Hasan, Siyasi, Dini, Kiiltiirel, Sosyal Islam Tarihi, tr. Ismail Yigit — Sadreddin Giimiis (Istanbul: Kayihan,
1985), 1/288.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Early Islamic conquests were a movement that witnessed expansion, speed, influence, and
continuity in world history. During the time of Uthman and Ali, the era of the Islamic conquests witnessed
changes that shifted the balance of power in the world. The Mediterranean Sea ceased to be a Roman lake,
and Rome entered a phase of collapse, while the Sassanids fell. Looking beyond that day, various
perspectives have developed on this great event. Based on previous experiences, researchers believed that
wars are sometimes related to an attempt to transfer ideas, lifestyle, and sometimes to test the strength of
the strong against the weak, and sometimes to greed for wealth alone. The spirit of the last century (the
spirit of the times) tends to indicate that the goal of wars is to obtain hidden and apparent wealth. On the
other hand, Muslim thinkers in general, and some non-Muslim Western thinkers, saw the early Islamic
conquests as a successful jihad movement. They indicated that the primary reason, goal, and intriguing
element of the conquests was to spread the teachings of Islam. However, some Muslim researchers
mistakenly assumed that the conquests were for material gain and spoils.

In our article, we will divide the opinions about the early Islamic conquests according to the basic
dynamic context into two groups. In the first group, we will discuss those who believed that the primary
goal of the conquests was to spread the teachings of religion. In the second group, we will discuss those
who claimed that Muslims joined the wars for economic and political reasons. All of this will be
accompanied by arguments.

We do not claim that all researchers in the same group look at events from the same angle. While
the majority in the group believe that the Islamic conquests are one of the most important signs of the
success of the call, we find others among those who see that Islam is the main factor of the conquests, and
those who claim that Islam is a religion that caused destruction through those conquests.

In the second group, we have collected those who claim that the reasons for the early Islamic
conquests are limited to economic and political reasons, as if there is nothing called the religion of Islam.
They hold the Sassanids fully responsible for the defeat, or those who acknowledge the contribution of
Islam to the conquests, but they still claim that the primary motive was first and foremost economic.

These interpretations are important because they affect history today and in the past, and we believe
that what happened in history should be taken into account, as well as how what happened today was
interpreted.

We were able to divide the people who presented their ideas about the conquests and Islam into
Muslims and Orientalists. We found that some Muslim researchers made unsupported claims that put the
Muslims who lived in a certain period of history in a stronger position than the Orientalists. However, we
were unable to put all Orientalists in one group, because the clear differences between the Orientalists who
lived in the modern past and the contemporary Orientalists (the new Orientalists) prevent this.

From the perspective of Shibli Numani, the claims made by Western historians that blame the
Persians and Romans for the defeat are partly true, but they are misleading arguments intended to distort
the essence of the real issue. The Persians were not at the peak of their strength before the conquests, and
the people were never satisfied with their management methods. However, this does not require their defeat
in front of the first coming army, and then their complete downfall. Hasan Ibrahim Hassan believes that the
primary reason for the success of the conquests is Islam itself with all its characteristics and the society it
formed. Iranians celebrated the arrival of the Muslim conquerors to save them from the oppression of
administrative persecution and military service. And the oppressed of other religions found relief in
exchange for paying the jizya. The conquerors who lived on Sassanian lands did not force anyone to convert
to Islam, and the Arabs treated them well.
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On the other hand, some researchers argue that economic and political reasons were the primary
motives behind the early Islamic conquests. For instance, Fred Donner claims that the economic and
political conditions of the Arabian Peninsula at the time of the Prophet Muhammad were the driving forces
behind the Islamic conquests. He argues that the early Muslims were motivated by the need for resources
and trade routes, as well as the desire to establish a political order that would bring stability to the region.
Donner believes that the early Muslim conquests were not driven by religious zeal, but rather by pragmatic
considerations and opportunism.

Similarly, Patricia Crone argues that the early Islamic conquests were not primarily motivated by
religion, but rather by a desire for political control and economic gain. She claims that the early Muslims
were not interested in spreading Islam, but rather in establishing a new political order based on their own
ideology. Crone argues that the early Islamic conquests were not different from other imperialistic ventures
in history, and that the Muslims were simply trying to expand their territory and increase their wealth and
power.

In conclusion, the motivations behind the early Islamic conquests are still a subject of debate among
scholars and historians. While some argue that religious zeal was the primary motivation, others claim that
economic and political considerations were the driving forces behind the conquests. It is important to study
and analyze the different perspectives in order to gain a better understanding of this significant historical
event. The academic contribution of the research will be to reexamine the claims that the conquest regions
were forcibly Islamized and that the conquests were carried out for economic motives within a scholarly
framework and to reveal the current thoughts on the basic principles of Islamic conquests.




