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1888 yilinda dogan Mevlana Ebul Kelam Azad, Hindistan'in 6zgurlik

micadelesinin sekillenmesinde 6nemli bir rol Gstlenmistir. Bu sebeple
Hindistan tarihinde adi 5nemli bir yere sahiptir. Ayrica Tuirklere duydugu sempati
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ve hayranlikla da taninan Ebul Kelam Azad Osmanli-Hindistan iliskileri baglaminda 6zellikle Hint Mislimanlarinin
bilinglenmesinde de aktif rol almistir.

Diger yandan ingiliz ydnetimi altinda bulunan Hint Mislimanlari Halifeligi elinde bulundurmasi yiiziinden kendilerine
hami olarak gérdiikleri Osmanli imparatorlugunun sirasiyla girdigi Kinnm harbi, 93 Rus harbi, Trablus savasi ve Balkan
savaslari esnasinda disttigu sikintill durumu endiseyle takip etmekteydiler. Bu donemde, Ebul Kelam Azad'in da aralarinda
bulundugu Mevlana Zafer Ali Han ve Muhammed Ali-Sevket Ali kardesler gibi bazi sahsiyetler 6zellikle Tiirklerin durumunu
yakindan takip ederek Hint halkini bilinglendirmeye gayret gosteriyorlardi. Bu dénemde ¢ikan gazeteler arasinda Ebul
Kelam Azad'in cikardigi el-Hilal Gazetesi, Mevlana Zafer Ali Han'in ¢ikardigi Zemindar gazetesi ve Muhammed Ali'nin
cikardigi Comrade gazetesi bu donemde yayinlanan en tnli gazetelerdendir.

Cok yonli bir kisilige sahip olan Mevlana Ebul Kelam Azad bu dénemde ¢ikardigi el-Hilal adli gazete ile stirekli Turkler
hakkinda haberlere yer veriyor ve ayni zamanda Tiirk halkina destek olmak amaciyla gazete araciligiyla yardim kampanyalari
diizenliyordu. ingiliz hiikiimetine karsi yaptigi siddetli elestiri haberleriyle el-Hilal kisa zamanda tiim Hindistan'da bilinir hale
gelmisti. Haftalik olarak basilan el-Hilal kisa zamanda Hindistan'in en ¢ok satan Urduca gazetelerinden biri haline gelmisti.
El-Hilal gazetesi ile Hint-Alt kitasinda yeni bir gazetecilik anlayisi baslatan Ebul Kelam Azad 6zellikle Misliiman Hint
gazeteciliginin bir kimlik kazanmasina vesile olmustur.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Urdu, Gazetecilik, Azad, Hindistan

ABSTRACT

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad was born in 1888 and played an important role in shaping India’s struggle for freedom. For this
reason, his name has an important place in India’s history. Abul Kalam Azad was known for his sympathy and admiration
of the Turks and additionally took an active role in raising awareness of Indian Muslims in the context of Ottoman-Indian
relations.

The Indian Muslims under British rule had anxiously been following the Ottoman Empire, which had faced troubling
situations during the Crimean War, the 1887-1888 Ottoman-Russian War, the Battle of Tripoli, and the Balkan Wars, as
Indian Muslims saw the Turks as their protector, especially due to the Ottoman claim to the Islamic Caliphate. During
this period, some personalities such as Maulana Zafar Ali Khan, the brothers Muhammed Ali and Shauqat Ali, as well as
Abul Kalam Azad attempted to raise awareness of the Indian Muslims by closely watching the situation of the Turks. To
maintain this purpose, they began publishing as products of this idea the following newspapers: Al-Hilal was published
by Abul Kalam Azad, Zamindar was published by Maulana Zafar Ali Khan, and Comrade was published by Muhammed
Ali. These newspapers later became very popular and were called the Freedom Newspapers.

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad had a versatile personality and constantly provided news about the Turks through his newspaper
al-Hilal. At the same time, he organized aid campaigns through al-Hilal in order to support the Turkish people. Al-Hilal
soon became known throughout India through its fierce criticism of the British government. Published weekly, it soon
became one of India’s best-selling Urdu newspapers. Abul Kalam Azad started a new understanding of journalism in
the Indian subcontinent with his newspaper al-Hilal and was instrumental in gaining an identity for Indian Muslim
journalism in particular.

Keywords: Urdu, Journalism, Abul Kalam Azad, India

EXTENDED ABSTRACT

After the British colonized the Indian subcontinent, the Muslims of the region regarded
the Caliph as a spiritual backing power, so they increased their loyalty to the Ottoman Empire
and the Caliph. They anxiously watched the situations the Ottoman Empire faced during its
final era and tried every possible way to help the Ottoman Empire. The Indian people who
intensely watched the news about the Tripoli and Balkan Wars through the Muslim Indian
Press organized nationwide donation campaigns to help the Ottoman Empire financially.
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One of the most important newspapers of this period was al-Hilal, which started its
publication life on July 13, 1912 under the editorship of Abul Kalam Azad and supported
the Ottoman Empire with its publications. News about the Ottoman Empire and the Turks
were regularly published in the newspaper under such headlines as “Heroes of Tripoli Gaza,”
“Ottoman Affairs,” “Istanbul Post,” and “Heroes of Balkan War.”

Al-Hilal was generally published to reflect the political views of Abul Kalam Azad and
often included letters from readers and open discussions. The newspaper made its main impact
with its publications on British colonialism and its support for the Ottoman Empire.

Published at a medium size of 18-20, al-Hilal was meticulously printed. In terms of the fonts
used and page design, a/-Hilal was printed so as to be more pleasing to the public compared to
the other newspapers of the period. Azad stated that al-Hilal should give a strong newspaper
image through both its content as well as its appearance.

Abul Kalam Azad was among the most important figures in the history of India in the 20"
century with his pan-Islamist thoughts and active struggle for India’s independence. He used
the pseudonym of Azad to reflect his views on the freedom struggles of oppressed nations,
as well as to express the level he’d reached in his own world of thought. Azad supported the
Ottoman Empire and the caliphate with great courage and was also among those who praised
the establishment of the Turkish Republic. He evaluated the abolition of the caliphate as the
end of the dualism seen since the establishment of Tiirkiye. According to Azad, the political
and religious authority of the caliph is a whole and is unlike the papacy in Catholicism. The
caliphate is the power of attorney, and this power of attorney does not necessarily have to be
represented by a person. The most powerful Muslim state naturally assumed the caliphate.
Therefore, the caliphate is still in the hands of the Turkish state.

Azad was also influenced by the Pan-Islamic ideas of Jamaluddin Afghani. Afghani said
that the problems faced by the Islamic world today stemmed from a lack of political unity.
The reinterpretation of Islamic law and reorganization of Islamic institutions would only
be possible in a pan-Islamic society, and this society would be under the symbolic rule of a
single and universal caliph. For this purpose, Azad published a series of articles in the weekly
magazines al-Hilal and al-Balagh. The conferences and communiqués he gave after World
War [ in particular saw him touch heavily upon the issue of Pan-Islamism.

Due to Maulana Abul Kalam Azad’s versatile personality, he produced successful works
in many different fields. He was an enthusiastic nationalist who believed that Indian Muslims
should unite with Hindus and fight for independence. He took steps in this direction together
with Hindus and attempted to enable people to develop the cultural and educational fields.
He achieved great success in the fields of literature and journalism, with many of the articles
in al-Hilal having been written under the name of Abul Kalam Azad.
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1 Malik Ram, Kuch Abul Kalam Azad ke Bare Mein, (New Delhi: Maktaba Jamia, 1989), 25.

2 Ian Henderson Douglas, Abul Kalam Azad, An Intellectual and Religious Biography, ed. Gail Minault-Christian
W. Troll, (Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1993), 43.

3 Abul Kalam Azad, Azad ki Kahani Khud Azad ki Zabani, ed. by Malihabadi, Abdur Razzaque, (Lahore: Hali
Publishing House, 1958), 32.
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4 Ram, Kuch Abul Kalam Azad ke Bare Mein, 95.

Henderson Douglas, Abul Kalam Azad, An Intellectual and Religious Biography, 52.

6  Naimur Rahman Farooqi, Mughal-Ottoman Relations: A Study of Political and Diplomatic Relations Between
Mughal India and the Ottoman Empire 1556-1748, (Delhi, India: Idarah-i Adabiyat-i Delli,1989), 78.
Abid Raza Bedar, Maulana A bul Kalam Azad, (Rampur: Institute of Oriental Studies, 1968), 290.

8 M. Naeem Qureshi, Pan-Islam In British India, (Oxford, England: Oxford University Press, 2009), 178.

W

Sarkiyat Mecmuasi - Journal of Oriental Studies 477



I SEoT o Nl Frd i

-m_/cu,mgriJumu}d/,,y“y/cu,Kd%;yg,gﬁnérwg}ngdw
o L L Lol bl el Sl 7 3 s £ (1912-1913) B b b
r;”),ld,uf,zw/ﬂfulfw-fmw Sk b g L &7 e i€ g
A o€ nf o b L onk bt FP b L5,
rmu‘.uﬁut-f S P el S Wb, d ) L iU b £ s
Wl Led W 115 13 (e g3, 5 et - e e Sl
Ut s e ST AU M LW o o 51 £
L LEA ol 5L d bl er (F LN LA F 5024
WSB AA Pole N de S b
Sy s nbd 2T Jilsl 4'45@:@5&92@6@{&(%.'
@tfw NI JRowlattActuj‘ 1919 r'i RO ﬁ‘fc’»@u'é sl LA
GEATCEITT K ol & ok 36, L L3 15T Fs 1 s Soni S ol 8 Lol 5
bt d P LR 5 otk LI 10 b1 s S Flial i
J&w&bmz;uw’gdhf@mgﬁfg@‘yuj‘r“y..édﬂadb,,u«i_g,ﬁféa(;
i L R s S TS sty o Bl 8 200 36TE 7 e 7
Jﬁ@zquugz/@oﬁe/JibLU’;(W-@L;:u:u,;u’flé&wuff)bﬁ(ul»'-ﬁ
DPEry Ly N
W B LG S 19400 2 ot L O i 19230'5@6&1
M ke (1982-1985) b o L .;,».Jlé_uf’lﬂ"-q_/éi.u U F1946
A LGS L5 Lty ot [ E o5 Lo Gl
g .’:«/:Cdbg,cwb'rd’idb L» (l’iuj‘ 1947:’J|}MUJ Z ‘é/c_})‘;ﬁ L nhisre kg
e Chr it u'-4-/4<-m5'Jwﬁwﬂssed»/zw‘c.-f‘J 2

eI Ly
/é"Pan-Islamist’%Ji.w st wa«yﬂ; r’»' < d{é’/fd/ut‘am S Swe d,;d}U'}l@UJ
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10 Abul Kalam Azad, India Wins Freedom, (Delhi: Orient Longman Limited, 1988), 90.
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