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-ABSTRACT-

The Culture of Environment in Islamic Thought Through the School of
Bediuzzaman Said Nursi

Dr. Habiba Abu Zayd

Environment is one of the intellectual dilemmas stirring the interest of
countries all over the world. This interest grows on a daily basis, due to the
alarming increase in environmental destruction and disruption of vital elements
on earth at the hands of humans.

This grave situation led many to voice their concerns, in spoken or written
words, in order to address environmental safety and the necessity of preserving
it. There are also those who have been striving to spread an environmental
culture based on warning people about the severe negative consequences of
environmental destruction for human life. However, these efforts did not
achieve more than the passing of laws and the implementation of various
punishments. The methodology of addressing the environmental dilemmas
remained unable to fulfill its aim; humans did not tackle the core of this issue.
This being that the destruction of the environment is an outcome of humans’
attitude towards it, which eventually influences human thoughts and vision of
life.

This means that addressing environment and other dilemmas facing
humanity rely, in the first place, on the intellectual, moral, educational and
emotional elements of humans. This calls for exploring what has been written in
this matter in terms of the intellectual and moral aspects. Badiuzzaman Said
Nursi, who is highly regarded as one of the most recognized names in modern
[slamic thought, is among those shaping (as part of his reform project) a
comprehensive environmental culture of intellectual and doctrinal, as well as
emotional, behavioral and moral dimensions.

Reading Nursi’'s commentary, entitled "The Risale i-Nur“, one can be
perceive it as both an intellectual and spiritual voyage, a rational wandering with
profound contemplation of the components of the universe and environment,
and even more, an emotional and rational understanding of nature’s beauty.
Nursi’s intellectual and emotional grasp of creatures serves as a strong
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educational method in underlining a great foundation in Islamic doctrine; i.e.
that every sign of artistry in this created world is a manifestation of the glory of
Allah the Creator and His Beauty.

Hence, Nursi partakes in a comprehensive intellectual vision of the
environment, which could be summarized as comprising three main
characteristics constituting the foundations of environmental culture in Islamic
thought as perceived, interpreted and applied by Nursi. This vision can
assertively argue for an environmental culture in Islamic thought, and
consquently, it is necessary that Muslims present it to the world as a beneficial
added value to address the pervasive environmental dilemmas.
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