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—ABSTRACT-

Justice in the Light of either Qur’anic Wisdom or Philosophy of
Human Inspiration: A Study of Experiential Knowledge in the
Thought of the Sage Said Nursi

Dr. Idris Magbul

Nursi has always drawn on the fountain of the Quran’s wisdom as the only
source capable of providing believers with a comprehensive and genuine vision
- free of any impurities possibly imposed by the human mind or soul. Therefore,
the wisdom of the Quran became a distinctive component and a defining
standard which all his renewal plans would aim to conform with. Nursi
maintained distance from positivist philosophies and warned those who
subscribe to such philosophies of their considerable limitations. He stated that
those who make these philosophies a frame to their beliefs and interpretations -
no matter how close such philosophy might come to the truth of the Quran; it is
not free of assumptions and illusions due to its confinement to wording and the
lack of the balance maintained by the belief in the one and only Allah. From
Nursi’s perspective, the pillars and principles upon which positive philosophy
rests, are the core of humanity’s blunders. Blunders such as the absence of
justice and the spread of injustice as well as the lack of contentment in life. Nursi
states that these principles rely on power, similar to that of predatory animals,
while dismissing religious doctrines and morals. Thus, according to such
philosophy, power and will constitutes the highest virtue and is based on the
concept of benefit, whereas the mechanism of development lies in conflict and
growth through feeding on the other, and expanding at the expense of other
elements.
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