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Anahtar kelimeler: Ktesias, Persika, Indika, II. Artakserkses, Akhaimenidler 

Reconsiderations on The Life, Works and Historiography of Ctesias 
of Cnidus 

Abstract                                         Research Paper 

This article focuses on the life, works and historiography of Ctesias. Sources agree that Ctesias was 
born in Cnidus, but his exact date of birth and death is unknown. During the reign of Artaxerxes II, 
he not only worked as a physician in the Persian Achaemenid Palace, but also acted as a mediator 
in some diplomatic relations. It is seen that he collected most of the oral and written sources during 
his work as a physician at the Persian palace and turned them into prose works. Ctesias wrote two 
important works, one on Persian history, traditions and palace life, called Persica, and the other on 
the people, animals, plants and geography of India, called Indica. With these works, Ctesias became 
one of the most controversial and influential writers of Asia Minor. The debates revolving around 
him and his works should be handled on four axes. The first is whether he was taken captive to the 
Persian palace; the second is when he was taken, if he was taken prisoner; the third is how many 
years he stayed in the Persian palace. Finally, it is a matter of whether he can be called as a historian; 

used Persian sources. He gained notoriety as some ancient and modern writers criticized him for 
making up lies and for promoting himself in his works. In this study, we will on the contrary try to 
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reviewing all these discussion points. 
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