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The Positive Approach to Prophetic Hadiths in the Risale-i Nur

ABSTRACT
Dr. ‘Ali Mustafa

Reader of Resale-i Nur notices the endeavor of Nursi to understand Islamic
texts of the Qur'an and the hadith, the prophetic tradition, in a positive way that
complies with Islamic rational basics, distancing from negative understanding
that leads to extremism in thoughts and stances. This way of understanding the
prophetic tradition is clear in Nursi's contemplation, answers to his students'
questions, or his court hearings which he had through his life.

This vision guides to correct understanding of hadith. Nursi tries to keep
himself away from negative conception of hadith as it leads to misunderstanding
it and doubt it.

It is noted that Nursi tries not to reject any hadith. He explains it positively, in
way that is consistent with Islamic and rational basics. Moreover, Nursi refuses
alleged contradiction between hadith and Qur'an or between them and ration.

Despite the fact that this approach to hadith had been followed by previous
scholars, Nursi has his own reformative approach. Thus, Nursi adds new scope
in the methodology of positive understanding of the prophetic Hadith.

This research explains Nursi's approach in his positive understanding of ha-
dith and discusses its aspects of reform. It comes in three parts.

Part one: The positive understanding of hadith according to Nursi and other
scholars.

Part two: Positive understanding of hadith that are related to divinity and
prophethood.

Part three: Positive understanding of hadith that are related to the universe.

Conclusion: Includes the findings and recommendations.
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