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ABSTRACT:

This article aims to discover the answers to the ques-
tions regarding the history of the Kurdish language.
The main objective of this work is the analysis of
Goran-Hawrami dialects. In this framework, the an-
swers to these questions shall be clearly formulated:
what are the features of the Kurdish language known
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as Hawrami dialect, and what are the distinct characteristics? Also, how can we
categorize this dialect, and how to define it? What are the available documents and
records about this dialect, and what are the levels of the works done on these docu-
ments? In light of these questions and their answers, this research will conduct an
analysis of the manuscripts written in Hewrami-Gorani dialect so that this dialect
can be introduced and assessed in a more comprehensive evaluation.

Key Words: Kurdish language, Hewrami, Gorani, manuscript, history of lan-
guage.
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Extended Abstract:

One of the most important problems of the research about the relation between
Guran, Hawraman and Kurd is the distortions of orientalists on the one hand and
the entry of a range of non-experts and people unfamiliar with the literature and the
scientific method of historical research on this subject, who interpret the words of
orientalists in an ideological way and they repeat unhealthy. The two main features
of orientalists’ studies about Guran, which are subjected to major criticisms, are
the de-Kurdification of the concept of Guran and its generalization to all Machu/
Hawrami speakers.

Guran is a complex concept, multifaceted and with different applications, which
of course, in most of its applications in the sources, is designed under the ethnic and
more general concept of Kurds. Also, people’s sources and traditions do not support
the generalization of the concept of Guran to macho speakers. The word “Guran”
has not been used either in the historical sources or in the traditions of these people,
in relation to many macho speakers, including the Hawraman, Zanganeh, Bajlan,
Abdul Maleki, etc.

Orientalism, in addition to de-Kurdizing the concept of Guran and generalizing
it to all Machu speakers, also puts forward a self-made and legendary duality of the
self-identity of what is called Guran in contrast to the nomadic and tribal Kurds,
which of course has no basis, because many Machoz speaking groups such as Zan-
ganeh, Bajlan, Hamavand and Abdul Maleki have had tribal organization.

Research on Guran in the last hundred years, for various reasons, including the
pioneering of orientalists in this field, has been under the scope of oriental studies.
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Even Kurdish researchers and intellectuals did not make a serious effort to criti-
cize the ideas of orientalists about Guran. Among the leading Kurdish researchers,
people like Amin Zaki Bey have basically accepted the ideas of Orientalists about
Guran without criticism And those like Tawfiq Wahbi made only a few adjustments
in it. Even today, in the eyes of the majority of Kurdish researchers, especially those
who are far from the Hawraman area, the two terms Guran and Gurani are wrongly
accepted as anthropological and linguistic concepts to refer to all Hawraman speak-
ing people.

Orientalism and its followers, after de-Kurdizing the Guran concept and especial-
ly generalizing it to all Machu speakers, go to historical sources with Guran brand
glasses. In the sense that wherever they come across the word Guran or something
similar, while ignoring their identity link with the concept of Kurds, which is prob-
ably also mentioned in the same source, they think of them as “macho language.”

In most of its applications in Arabic and Persian sources and the works of West-
ern travelers, Guran is presented under the Kurdish concept. In the verses that are
written in the Kurdish language of Macho/Hoorami and according to the interpreta-
tion of Gurani orientalists, the authors called their language Kurdish.

In this research, referring to the Gurani/Hawrami manuscripts and their margins
and annotations, it is shown that the authors of these works used expressions such
as “Kurdish language”, “Lensan al-Kurdi”, “Lensan al-Akrad”, “Langu” to identify
the language of the work. Al-Kurdi” and “Al-Akrad language” have been used, and
identifiers such as “Gurani language”, have not been common. For example, in a
copy of Rostam and Sohrab’s war book written in Hawrami/Ghorani dialect by Mo-
hammad Amin Zangene, a name was written in Kirkuk. The scribe has introduced
the language of the work in this way:

LS.J)SJ\ BERY A.C}A;AS\ oda AU s

The term «Gurani» in Hawrami>s poetic works does not refer to a linguistic iden-
tifier, but refers to the literary tradition in the Kurdish Hawrami language or the po-
etic and literary form of this language. For example, in the following verses, which
are taken from Noor Ali Vermziari>s epistle, which was written in 1240 A.H. in the
village of Vermziyar in Badra, Kurdistan, and on the borders of the current Ilam
province in Iran, the poet refers to the linguistic identifier of his work under the
name «Kurdish». which represents the name and title by which this language and
literature that emerged based.

s Ol s) 8 )l s
uASLA u.n\_tc‘\.n cj Q\JJ}S aj J‘\....:S‘\_\

BB jivar18 salo 2022



A

4
i

AdlS Ay ghudd oA Sl gha 9 3,88 () K ‘}45-)3 NRRBIAR

eVAS sl 52 sS e (e
dle o3 5 old o3 bl 3o Ja

It is not an exaggeration to conclude that in the past, the main signifier of the
sign «Kurdish», especially in the geography of the center and south of Kurdistan,
was the Hawrami language, and basically, whenever «Kurdish» is mentioned in this
geography, especially in its official and written form, it means The language was
Hawrami. In fact, Kurdish «Noun» and «Mesmi» were what we call «Hawrami» to-
day. In other words, Kurdish is an authentic name for the language of the Hawraman
people and especially the rich literary heritage that has emerged in this language.
Calling this heritage Kurdish is not only considered a confiscation, but any attempt
to de-Kurdify it is a clear distortion of the history and identity of Hawraman and the
language of Hawraman, because it is against what it was known in.
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