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Kamal Khan Dam and Afghanistan’s Role on Iran’s Water Policy
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Abstract

This article explains Kamal Khan's dam and its role in Afghanistan’s water policy with Iran.
This dam is one of the most important clauses that has particular value to Afghanistan
politically, economically, security, socially and environmentally and also considered important
to Iran. Iran, is the only user of Helmand River, the construction of Kamal Khan Dam has
special effects that by completing and exploiting it, it loses much of its necessary water
which has been used beyond the rights specified in the 1972 treaty.

Keywords: Kamal Khan Dam, Water Diplomacy, Helmand. River, Water Conflicts.
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STRUCTURED ABSTRACT

Water as a valuable element in human'’s life is much importance and has
a vital place in the policy formulation of countries, today we know that
the world population is increasing and despite of increasing population
there is need for fresh waters, fresh water is declining in the natural
environment. On other hand, increasing human necessities to water
resources and on the other side, reducing freshwater resources to meet
humanity’s needs, has created a new category called water diplomacy
among countries, which aims to manage water resources for diplomatic
use in order to achieve the economic, social, security and political goals

of a state against other countries.

Afghanistan is located in an area where there are more resource
of water than its neighbors such as Uzbekistan, Pakistan, Iran, etc. On
the other hand, compared to some of its neighboring countries, it has
relatively considerable water, which if managed and used properly, the
shortage of the country’s water will exposed. But as but as it seems it
has been years due to the lack of water management in Afghanistan the
other countries gain more advantage than the Afghanistan itself, from
other side due to internal instable situation in Afghanistan, interfering and
abusing of some other neighborhood countries has been increasing that
are trying to use from Afghanistan water source and still not considered
enough so it has been seen from late the conflicts among Afghanistan
and it's neighborhoods because of water usages. This has certainly
played a role in determining the basic lines of Afghanistan’s water policy
and the country’s foreign policy has been somehow effected by these

water disputes.

Afghanistan water conflicts have been a serious challenge for the
government in this country specially in western part of this country Iran
is highly dependent on Afghanistan’s water resources, and in order to
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use optimal us of Afghanistan water resources, it has wanted to change
the legal regime of the Helmand River and it has always put pressure on
this issue in all its negotiations which is inherently for Afghanistan. It has
been a headache in its foreign policy but in the past Afghanistan was not
a strong country to control its internal waters, but in recent years, it had
achieved this goal in order to manage its internal waters well, which is
one of these desirable measures. The opening of Kamal khan dam was
that with the fall of the republication system and the establishment of the
Emirate Islamic of Afghanistan it's still not clear what the policy of Islamic
Emirate regarding the management or water resources and it can certainly
be said that the efficiency the Kamal Khan Dam will change the foreign
policy of this country with Iran, which is Afghanistan’s water partner in the

western region, will influence it.

The importance of this dam for Afghanistan is because, with the
completion of its work, 52 million cubic meters of water is stored and
174,000 hectares of land is irrigated. And by generating electricity with
a capacity of nine megawatts, many parts of Nimroz province and
neighboring provinces will also be able to use electricity lighting. On the
other hand, the construction of this dam for Afghanistan, in addition to
economic, social and ideological values, will have a prestige value and
will increase the prestige of this country at the regional and global levels.

In addition to forming 35 kilometers of Afghanistan’s shared border
with Iran, the Helmand River provides water needs for large areas
in eastern and southeastern Iran (Sistan and Baluchistan). Although
Afghanistan has failed to make good use of its sea and lakes, neighboring
countries have invested in its water droplets, providing facilities and

means for proper use of these waters.

The occurrence of successive droughts in the late 1960s and the
drying of the Helmand River prompted the then-Iranian government to use
specialized consultations by Japan to reduce the scope of losses caused
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by climatic conditions and to properly use the Helmand river water, to
direct this water in natural pits along the border with Afghanistan and
provide gradual use of it. To do this natural reserve in Iran is referred to
the Zabul semi-well, which with an estimated depth of five meters and
an area of more than 10,000 meters has been able to store hundreds
of millions of cubic meters of Helmand water to use it; in fact water

shortages.

Therefore, Kamal Khan Dam can cause a special change between
Afghanistan and Iran and their long-standing relations will change in a
way that Afghanistan’s foreign policy with Iran under the tent of this river

can be studied.

Afghanistan believes that by controlling its outlet waters toward Iran,
is able to control Iran’s political behavior and decisions regarding the
sale of cheap fuel and the acceptance of migrants. Afghanistan’s water
policy is influenced by its geopolitics despite unstable dominance over
its political sphere. All Afghan rulers, whatever their tendencies and from
every faction that came to power, know that they will be able to control
their neighbors through the controlling water, because Afghanistan is a
country that is in geographical straits and its pinch and lack of roads to
open water have disrupted its trade relations has made it geographically

dependent on Pakistan and Iran.

The overall purpose of this article is to explain the role and importance
of Kamal Khan Dam by stating its historical background, and with the
opening of this dam, which has an extraordinary political and economic
value for Afghanistan, the importance and necessity of research becomes
more tangible. The research hypothesis is based on the principle that
Kamal Khan Dam could be a gateway to the development of Afghanistan’s

water policy with Iran.
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