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und the Bektashi Tekke of Durbali Sultan
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ABSTRACT
Durbali Sultan is an important person in
terms of his era and period he lived in. In this
study, what is emphasized is the era he lived
and the effects of that era.

Key Words:
Greek, Dervish Lodge, Albania, The
Balkans

Giris

On the top of a wooden hill overlooking
the little-used railway line from the inland
town of Pharsala to the port of Volos in the
Central Greek province of Thessaly lie the
ruins of a vast complex of buildings that
once used to be the great Bektashi Tekke of
Durbali Sultan. In the 18" and 19" century it
was the largest Bektashi centre of the Greek
lands (not counting the Tekke of Kizil Deli
near Mikr6 Déreio (Kiigiik Derbend) in Wes-
tern Thrace, part of Greece since 1920.

The eastern half of Thessaly, containing
the largest plain of Greece, was part of the
Ottoman Empire between 1387/88 and 1881
(the western plain, with Trikkala 1395-1881).
Pharsala was the Ottoman Catalca, a small
town which for two thirds was inhabited by
Turks and possessed some remarkable Otto-
man monuments. Except for the great bridge
over the Alpheios river, built by Ratip Ah-
med Pasha shortly before 1756, nothing Ot-
toman remains in Pharsala. Volos became a
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ne Bazi Aciklamalar

Ceviri
Deren Basak Akman Yesilel*

OZET
Durbali Sultan, yasadigi donem ve mekén
acisindan 6nemli bir isimdir. Bu aragtirmada
onun yasadig1 donem ve etkileri {izerinde du-
rulmaktadir.
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Ic kesimlerdeki Pharsala kasabasinda
Tesali’nin Orta Yunanistan bolgesinde yer
alan Volos Limani’na uzanan ve nadiren kul-
lanilan demiryolu giizergahina nazir agaglar-
la kapli tepede bir zamanlar biiyiik bir Bekta-
si tekkesi olan Durbali Sultan kompleksinin
kalintilar1 yer almaktadir. 18. ve 19. yiizyil-
larda Kiigiik Derbend’de yer alan Kizil Deli
tekkesi disinda 1920’den beri Yunan toprak-
larina bagli olan Bat1 Trakya’da yer alan en
biiyiik Bektasi merkezi idi.

Yunanistan’in en biiyiik ovasim1 kapsa-
yan Tesali’nin dogusu 1387/88-1881 yillar
arasinda Osmanl Imparatorlugu’na bagl idi.
Pharsala, Osmanli’nin Catalca kasabasiydi.
Bu kasabanin 2/3’linde Tiirkler yasamaktay-
d1 ve burada dikkate deger Osmanli anitlar
vardi. 1756’dan ¢ok kisa bir siire 6nce Ra-
tip Ahmed Pasa tarafindan Alpheios neh-
ri lizerine inga edilen biiyiik koprii disinda
Pharsala’da Osmanli’ya ait bir sey kalmadi.
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place of importance only in the 19" century,
when it developed from a small 16" century
Ottoman castle with a similarly small open
suburb into the most important harbor of
Central Greece. In Volos, too, all Ottoman
structures have gone.

What we saw in 1967, 1972 and 1974
on the lonely hill above the village of Ireni
were two domed mausolea, tiirbes, a large
cemetery with many Bektashi gravestones,
a guesthouse and further domestic buildings
and huge stores for the agricultural produ-
ce of the land and the vast herds the tekke
once must have possessed. The name of
the nearby village, Ireni, is not Greek but a
Greek corruption of the Turkish name Oren-
li, or: “village with (or: at) the ruins.” This
name is an echo of the ruins of an 11%-12%
century Byzantine monastery that stood
on the same site, with near - or below - it
the remains of an ancient Greek temple.
Spolia from both structures, studied by
Giannopolos, are incorporated in the pre-
sent structure, symbolizing the spiritual
continuity of the site. In the Ottoman period
more than half of all villages of the district
of Pharsala had Turkish names and Mus-
lim inhabitants. Many of the Muslims were
descendants of Yiirtik settlers of the earliest
part of the Ottoman peiod. We find them in
the tahrir defters of Thessaly of 1466, 1506,
1521 and 1569/70 preserved in the Ottoman
archives in Istanbul (B.O.A.). That many of
these people had a heterodox background,
where Bektashi preachings found a willing
ear, is known better than anybody else by
Iréne Melikoff, in whose honour we wrote
these lines.

The last occupant of the Tekke of Dur-
bali Sultan, Baba Seyyit, died in March
1973 and was buried in the corridor linking
the two tiirbes. Decay set in because of the
total lack of care. Some local inhabitants of
the nearby villages appropriated part of the
land belonging to the Tekke. In the 1950s
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Volos, ancak 19. ylizyilda, 16. yilizy1l Osma-
It kalesi ve banliydsii olmaktan ¢ikip Orta
Yunanistan’in en dnemli liman1 haline geldi-
ginde onemli bir sehir haline geldi. Volos’ta
da tiim Osmanli yapilar1 yok olmustur.

1967, 1972 ve 1974’te Ireni kdoyiiniin
yukarisindaki tepede gordiiglimiiz seyler iki
kubbeli mozole, tiirbeler, Bektasi mezar tas-
lar1 ile dolu biiyiik bir mezarlik, misafirhane,
pek ¢ok hizmet binasi, arazinin tarim triin-
lerini satan biiylik marketler ve tekkeye ait
hayvan siiriileridir. Civardaki kdyiin adi Ireni,
Yunancadan gelmemektedir. Tiirkge Orenli
admin Yunancaya uygun hale getirilmis sek-
lidir. Bu isim ayn1 zamanda ayn1 bolgede 11.
ve 12. yiizyillarda var olan Bizans manastiri-
nin ve yakinlarindaki eski Yunan tapinaginin
kalintilarin1 da yansitmaktadir. Giannopolos
tarafindan c¢aligilan iki yapidan kalintilar
(spolia) bugiinkii yapida birlestirilmistir ve
bdlgenin kutsal ruhunu simgelemektedir. Os-
manlt doneminde Pharsala bolgesindeki koy-
lerin yarisindan fazlasinin ismi Tiirkge idi ve
buralarda Miisliimanlar yasardi. Miisliiman-
larin ¢ogu Yoriiklerin soyundan gelmektey-
di. Bu bilgileri 1466, 1506, 1521 ve 1569/70
yillarmna ait olan ve Istanbul’da Osmanl ar-
sivlerinde korunan Tesali tahrir defterlerinde
bulduk. Burada yasayan insanlarin ¢ogunun
heterodoks bir gegmisinin oldugu, anisina bu
satirlart yazdigimiz Irene Melikoff tarafin-
dan ¢ok iyi biliniyordu.

Durbali Sultan tekkesinin son calisa-
n1 Baba Seyyit 1973 Mart’inda 61dii ve iki
tirbeyi birbirine baglayan koridora gomiil-
dii. Tamamen ilgisizlik yiiziinden yikilmalar
meydana geldi. Yakin kdylerde yasayan hal-
kin bir kism1 tekkeye ait topraklar1 kendileri-
ne mal ettiler. 1950°de Yunan Devleti tekke-
nin vakfina ait topraklardan 13.000 stremma-
sina (10 stremma yaklasik 1 hektar) el koydu
ve cevredeki koyliilere dagitti. Tekke 2960
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the Greek State had confiscated 13.000 strem-
ma (10 stremma is about 1 hectare) of land
belonging as Vakf'to the tekke and distributed
it to the villagers of the surrounding area. The
tekke kept 2.960 stremma and 700 sheep and
goats. The Greek State and kept the property
under sequestration as “enemy real estate”
because officially Greece and Albania were
still in a state of war. Within a few years after
Baba Seyyit’s death the remaining carpets,
lamps and calligraphed /evhas were stolen.
Although the tekke had officially been dec-
lared a “historical monument” since years
nothing was done for its maintenance. In the
1990s Greek nationalist fanatics desecreated
the tiirbes, threw out the sanduks and other
remaining objects and broke and destroyed
many old gravestones. Their work was finis-
hed by local treasure hunters, who believed
that all the dervishes were rich people and
had been buried with lots of money on them.
They opened the graves and scattered the bo-
nes of the deceased. This state of affairs was
reported to us in November 1992 by Dimit-
ris Stamoulis, son of the last official guardi-
an and shepherd of the tekke, than living in
Paris. These last developments induced me
to publish the material collected at the spot
in 1967-’74 and in the Ottoman archives in
Istanbul. It appeared in 2005 in Ankara in the
great volume edited by Yasar Ocak on “Su-
fism and sufis in Ottoman society.” For me it
was the end of the old tekke and its “history
was destroyed before it was written.”

Some time ago, since around the year
2000, the fate of the decaying tekke took a
surprising new twist. Small groups of Alba-
nian Muslims with a Bektashi background,
legally living in Greece since years, found
the tekke. They are mostly from the deep
south of Albania, from the little town of Les-
kovik, which in the past was known as an
important Bektashi centre. In the cemetery
of the tekke still stands undamaged (2009),
the beautifully decorated tomb of Kani Pasha

stremmalik araziyi ve 700 koyun-keciyi ko-
ruyabildi. Yunan devleti araziye “diigman
gayrimenkulii” olarak el koydu; ¢iinkii bu
donemde Yunanistan ile Arnavutluk res-
mi olarak savas halinde idi. Baba Seyyit’in
Olimiinden kisa bir siire sonra kalan halilar,
lambalar, el yazmasi levhalar ¢alindi. Tekke
resmi olarak tarihi eser ilan edilmesine rag-
men yulardir varligini siirdiirmesi icin hig-
bir sey yapilmadi. 1990°larda fanatik Yunan
milliyetgileri tiirbeleri ¢ok kotii kullandilar,
sandukalar1 ve kalan diger esyalar1 disar1 at-
tilar ve eski pek ¢ok mezar tagina zarar verdi-
ler. Bu kisilerin yaptig1 isleri dervislerin ¢ok
zengin kisiler oldugunu ve yiikli miktarda
para ile gomiildiiklerine inanan yerel hazine
avcilar1 tamamladi. Mezarlari agtilar ve olii-
lerin kemiklerini etrafa sactilar. Bu hadise
bize tekkenin son bekgisi ve ¢obaninin oglu
olan ve su an Paris’te yasayan Dimitris Sta-
moulis tarafindan Kasin 1922°de bildirildi.
Bu son gelismeler beni 1967-74’te bu nokta-
da ve Istanbul’da Osmanli arsivlerinde topla-
nan materyalleri yayinlamaya tesvik etti. Bu,
editorliigiinii Yagar Ocak’in yaptigt “Sufizm
ve Osmanli Toplumunda Sufizm” adl1 eserde
2005 yilinda Ankara’da yayimlandi.

Bir siire 6nce, 2000 y1li civarinda, tekkeyi
yikma yazgisi sasirtict yeni bir donemece gir-
di. Yunanistan’da yasal olarak yasayan Bek-
tasi kokenli bir grup Arnavut Miisliiman tek-
keyi buldu. Bu grubun ¢ogu Arnavutluk’un
giineyinde yer alan ve ge¢miste dnemli bir
Bektasi merkezi olan Leskovis isimli bir
kasabadan gelmekteydi. Tekkenin mezar-
liginda, Durbali Sultan tekkesi ile giiney
Arnavutluk baglantisin1 gosteren, ¢ok giizel
bir sekilde dekore edilmis Leskovik’in Kani
Pasa mezar1 zarar gérmemis bir sekilde yer
almaktadir.

Leskovik Bektasileri soyundan gelenler
Durbali Sultan ve tekkesi hakkindaki baladla-
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of Leskovik illustrating the link between the
tekke of Durbali Sultan and southern Alba-
nia. Kéni Pasha died in 1918.

The descendant of the Leskovik Bektashis
knew by heart a number of songs and ballads
about Durbali Sultan and his tekke, transmit-
ted to them by their mothers during the days
of darkness of communist dictatorship and
its aggressive atheism. A piece of living oral
history. As the ruins of the tekke appear on
no map, telephone directory or else it took
a bit of time for them to find the place. The
group decided to stop the process of decay
and in long weekends worked to clean and
restore the two historical tiirbes, re-install
sanduks over the graves of the holy men and
to bring a bit of order at the half destroyed
and terribly neglected old cemetery. The gro-
ups also organized, at irregular dates, a religi-
ous ceremony which they called a “kurban.”
At an early stage the local police intervened
and forbade the group to be active. A second
groups of Albanian Muslims, now living in
Athens, came into being. Greeks intellectu-
als got interested and started to write about
the tekke in various newpapers.

The Greek lawyer Kostis Tsitsilikis from
Thessaloniki applied to the official Greek
Ombudsman in Athens, explained the case
and pleaded for the return of the property to
the Muslim Community taking care of the
Tekke. The case is rather complicated and by
the time of writing is still pending. Meanw-
hile a third group of Muslim Albanians was
formed in Larissa, the capital of Thessaly
and much closer to Durbali Sultan than the
groups based in Athens and Thes.niki. The
new groups, being much “closer to the fire,”
cleaned more of the cemetery and placed
lamps at each of the graves. They also built
inside the ruined compound a room to sleep
and decorated it with inscriptions of Ali etc.
This building activity was simply illegal but
the Greek police of the area, knowing of the
actions of the Ombudsman, left them undis-
turbed.
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r1 ve sarkilar1 ezbere bilmektedirler. Bu sarki-
lar ve baladlar onlara anneleri tarafindan ate-
izmin yaygin oldugu komiinist diktatdrligiin
karanlik giinlerinde aktarilmisti. Bir yasayan
sozIi tarih eseri. Tekkenin kalintilar1 higbir
haritada ya da telefon rehberinde gdriinme-
digi i¢in tekkenin yerini bulmak onlarin bi-
raz zamanini aldi. Bu grup, yilma siirecine
bir son vermeye karar verdiler. Uzun hafta
sonlarinda tarihi iki tiirbeyi temizlemeye ve
restore etmeye bagladilar. Kutsal insanlarin
mezarlar1 lizerindeki sandukalar1 tekrar insa
ettiler ve yar1 harap edilmis ve oldukga ih-
mal edilmis eski mezarlig1 tekrar bir diizene
sokmaya caligtilar. Gruplar diizenli olmayan
zamanlarda “kurban” adini verdikleri dini
torenler diizenlediler. Ik zamanlarda yerel
polis miidahale etti ve grubun aktiviteleri-
ni yasakladi. Su an Atina’da yasayan ikinci
bir grup olan Arnavut Miisliimanlar1 ortaya
cikti. Yunan aydimnlart tekkeyle ilgilenmeye
bagladilar ve pek ¢ok gazetede tekke hak-
kinda yazilar yayimladilar. Selanikli Yunan
avukat Kostis Tsitsilikis Atina’daki resmi
Yunan kamu denetgisine bagvurdu, durumu
acikladi ve arazinin tekkeyle ilgilenen Miis-
liiman topluluguna geri verilmesi i¢in dava
acti. Durum olduk¢a karmasik ve bu yazi
yazildig1 sirada hala bir karara varilmis de-
gil. Bu arada Tesali’nin bagkenti Larissa’da,
ticlincii grup bir Arnavut Miisliimanlart gru-
bu olustu. Bu grup Durbali Sultan’a Atina’da
ve Selanik’te olusan gruplardan daha yakin-
di. “atese daha yakin” olan bu yeni gruplar
mezarligin biiylk kismini temizlediler ve
mezarlarin her birine lambalar yerlestirdiler.
Duvarlarla ¢evrili hasarli binalarin igine uyu-
mak i¢in bir oda inga ettiler ve Ali’nin kita-
beleriyle siislediler. Bu insaat igi yasa dist idi
ancak bolge polisi kamu denetgisinin etkin-
liklerini bildigi i¢in onlar1 rahatsiz etmedi.
2009°da eski ve Bizans abideleri ile ilgilenen
bir N.G.O. grubu tekke ile de ilgilendi. Ustiin
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In 2009 a N.G.O group interested in the
history and conservation of Ancient and
Byzantine monuments also got interested in
the tekke. This groups of broad-minded pe-
ople, with a great technical expertise, wan-
ted to make detailed architectural drawings
of the entire complex, something that never
has been done. The group also wrote an of-
ficial letter to the Ombudsman in support of
the case still pending at the court. What is
lacking now is the creation of a legal body
that unites all groups interested.

As part of the process of making the tek-
ke known to a larger public a book of more
than 200 pages, written by K.G. Tsikoumis,
was published in 2006 and in 2007 prepara-
tions were made for a film about the tekke,
to be shown of Greek television. These pre-
parations brought me, after more than thirty
years, back again to the tekke.

The least we may expect for the next few
years is the resurrection of the old tekke as
an official religious centre for the Albanian
Muslims living in Greece and the further
consolidation, or even restoration, of the re-
maining ruined buildings and the restitution
of at least some of its old property to give this
old spiritual centre a solid material base.
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teknik deneyimlere sahip acik fikirli bu grup,
tim kompleksin detaylt mimari ¢izimleri
yapmak istedi. Bu grup ayrica mahkemede
hala devam etmekte olan bu davayi destek-
lemek i¢in kamu denetcisine bir mektup yaz-
di. Su anda eksik olan tek sey ilgili gruplart
bir arada toplayacak yasal bir organizasyon.
Tekkeyi tanitma siirecinin bir pargast olarak
200 sayfadan fazla K. G. Tsikoumis tarafin-
dan 2006°da bir kitap yayimlandi. 2007°de
Yunan televizyonlarinda gosterilmek ama-
ciyla tekke hakkinda bir film ¢ekmek iizere
hazirliklar tamamlandi. Bu ¢alismalar 30 yili
agkin bir siireden sonra beni tekrar tekkeye
gotiirdil.

Oniimiizdeki yillarda en azindan, eski
tekkenin Yunanistan’da yasayan Arnavut
Miislimanlari i¢in resmi dinl merkez olarak
tekrar ortaya ¢ikmasini, hatta kalan yikik bi-
nalarin restore edilmesini ve bu eski kutsal
merkeze saglam bir maddi dayanak vermek
i¢in en azindan bazi mallarin ve arazilerin
iade edilmesini bekleyebiliriz.
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Resim 3. Gazi Babanin Ryahovtsite koyii arazisindeki tiirbesi Resim 4. Gazi Babanin tiirbesindeki tag

LLLIRY

o

T T e

T

Resim 7. Dolno Prahovo kéyiinde Mustafa Efendinin tiirbesi Resim 8. Mustafa Efendinin mezar
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