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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to determine the perceptions of the 5th grade students regarding April 23 National
Sovereignty and Children's Day celebrations through their drawings. The study was prepared by using a
phenomenology design within the qualitative research model. The study group of the research consists of 77
fifth grade students studying in village schools. The drawing technique was used to collect the data, and the
content analysis was used in the analysis process. In this context, the drawings of the 5th grade students were
analyzed under 5 conceptual categories in total. These categories are as follow; “April 23 demonstrations, April
23 competitions, April 23 slogans/decorations, World Children’s Day and Independence War”. The result of the
study reveals that the 5th grade students associate April 23 National Sovereignty and Children's Day with
demonstrations, activities and competitions and perceive April 23 as a holiday gift to all children around the
world. This research can also be prepared for other national holidays such as October 29 Republic Day and May
19 Commemoration of Atatiirk, Youth and Sports Day with different participant groups.

Keywords: April 23, qualitative research, phenomenology, content analysis, drawing technique

Introduction

Holidays are ceremonies that nourish and maintain the cultural values of a society (Sahin &
Doénmez, 2014). They are based on the historical and national events, common lives, traditions and
beliefs of societies and they are special days called by various names such as ceremonies, festivities and
celebrations (Uzun, 2010). On these special days, people who are part of a culture not only support the
continuity of the culture with the ceremonies they perform, but also use these ceremonies as a tool to
provide validity to their activities. While ceremonies allow the past to be remembered with their
repetitions, they also contribute to the shaping of the future. In other words, they give an identity to the
geography and society lived in by combining the past and the present (Celepi, 2020), and they also make
important contributions to the future of societies. Holidays celebrated in all societies are shaped around
the cultural characteristics of the nation, administrative structure and religious beliefs of the state
(Doganer, 2007).

Today, we have various holidays and special days that we celebrate in unity and solidarity as a
nation, which have cultural significance depending on their religious and national characteristics.
Among these, Ramadan and Sacrifice Feast are religious holidays that we celebrate with the principle of
cooperation, solidarity and gratitude. On the other hand, April 23 National Sovereignty and Children's
Day, May 19 the Commemoration of Atatiirk, Youth and Sports Day, August 30 Victory Day and October
29 Republic Day are our national and official holidays that we celebrate to remember and keep alive the
most important events of our National Struggle years and our Republic history. Besides, as stated in the
Law No. 2449 on National Holidays and General Holidays, January 1 New Year’s Day, May 1 Labor and
Solidarity Day and July 15 Democracy and National Unity Day are our general holidays.

Undoubtedly, national holidays and commemoration days are the days when the feeling of unity
and solidarity is most intense in a society (Tanfer, 1997). On such days, when the national consciousness
in the society is strengthened, the desire to live together increases (Akbulut, 1995). In other words,
national holidays and commemorations are special days that increase enthusiasm in students and the
public, distract people from their daily problems, and make them feel the pride of being together (Sahin,
2013). In parallel with this, Cetinkaya & Duman (2019) stated that ceremonial signs and symbols are
widely used all over the world in order to create and develop national consciousness in society from
school-age children to adults. Avci (2007) defines schools as a show stage for ceremonial events with
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their social structure and as a small model of human life. He also states that the ceremonies organized
on the basis of national and universal values in school life contribute to the students’ discovery of their
individual talents, their social and cultural development, their adoption of school culture, and
recognition of the environment, country and nation in which they live. For these reasons, national
holidays, religious and special days have very important features that make nations a nation.

In this context, ceremonies are held at schools on national holidays in our country to contribute
to the shaping of students' national identities. It is ensured that many students participate in these
ceremonies, which are held in order to create a national consciousness by developing the national
feelings of the students (Yal¢cin, 1995). One of these holidays is April 23 National Sovereignty and
Children's Day, which children look forward to celebrating and taking part in primary and secondary
schools every year. From this point of view, it is very important to determine how the children, who are
the subjects of the April 23 National Sovereignty and Children's Day, experience the April 23
celebrations, what feelings and thoughts they have on April 23, as well as what April 23 means to them
and how they perceive April 23.

As stated on the first page of Milliyet dated April 23, 1930; April 23 is the first foundation day of
the Republic of Turkey. In those dark days when the four corners of the country were under enemy
occupation, the Great Leader Gazi Mustafa Kemal gathered the deputies of the nation in Ankara and
opened the Grand National Assembly of Turkey on April 23, 1920. In the assembly, it was decided to
fight with determination and effort until the independence of the Turkish nation is saved. At the meeting
held on April 23, 1921, due to the second anniversary of the opening of the Grand National Assembly of
Turkey, Saruhan Deputy Refik Sevket Bey and his friends proposed a law for April 23 to be a national
holiday. The bill of law, which was discussed in the assembly on the same day, was put to the vote and
as a result of the voting, April 23 was accepted as a “national holiday” (23 Nisan'in Milli Bayram Addine
Dair Kanun). From April 23, 1922, official ceremonies began to be performed. In these ceremonies, the
work of the Grand National Assembly throughout the year and the process of achieving national
sovereignty were revealed in all details (Mezkit Saban, 2019). Accepting the establishment of the Grand
National Assembly of Turkey as a holiday not only worried about the validity of the new regime and the
national will, but also gave a duty to transfer the social remembrance to future generations. The Turkish
nation, which won the war with its own internal dynamics and started to build a nation-state, accepted
April 23 as a holiday and aimed to remind future generations of the struggle to overcome the difficulties
experienced (Celepi, 2020).

The use of the expression “Children's Day” for April 23 and the first celebrations are based on
the fundraising efforts of the Child Protection Agency of the time, the Himaye-i Etfal Society. April 23,
which was started to be celebrated as “Himaye-i Etfal Day” or “Children's Day” for the first time in 1925
by the Himaye-i Etfal Society, has been celebrated as “Children's Day” since 1927 (Alkan, 2011). Through
Children's Day, it is aimed to ensure that the society deals with children's problems rather than
entertaining children for a few days (Ozgelik, 2011). In addition, the children who were protected should
be reminded of the new story of the Turkish nation, which started from the National Struggle period and
continued with the nation-building process. The leading role of this new story was the children and
youth who would keep it alive and raise it, as Atatlirk stated (Celepi, 2020). April 23, which has been
known as “National Holiday” and “Children's Day” since the 1920s and continues to be celebrated with
different programs on the same day, took its current name “April 23 National Sovereignty and Children's
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Day” with the amendment made in the Law on National Holidays and General Holidays in 1981 during
the National Security Council period (Akin, 1997).

When the relevant literature is reviewed, it has been determined that very few studies have been
made on the April 23 National Sovereignty and Children's Day, and these are mostly studies on the
history and emergence of April 23 in a historical context (Akin, 1997; Ozcelik, 2011; Alkan, 2011;
Temizgliney, 2019; Akoglan Kozak & Mutlu, 2020). However, some studies have been found in which
Mezkit Saban (2019) examines the effect and role of April 23 National Sovereignty and Children's Day
in terms of forming the national identity of children; while Celepi (2020) deals with the importance and
functions of April 23 National Sovereignty and Children's Day in the realization of social remembrance,
and Mutlu Bayin and Akoglan Kozak (2021) examines the contributions of April 23 National Sovereignty
and Children's Day to Ankara tourism.

On the other hand, it has been determined that other studies have been mostly carried out on
the phenomenon of the national holidays and October 29 Republic Day, May 19 Commemoration of
Atatiirk, Youth and Sports Day and August 30 Victory Day. For example, it has been determined that
Bolat (2007) works on Republic Day, Aslan (2011) and Ulukaya Oteles (2020) work on the phenomenon
of national holiday, Tur (2013) works on May 19 Commemoration of Atatiirk, Youth and Sports Day, and
Sayilir (2014) works on August 30 Victory Day. In addition, other researches about these holidays,
especially with the participation of teachers or on the basis of a lesson and curriculum, were also found
(Acikel, 2010; Bozok, 2010; Sofi, 2008). Therefore, no study was found in the relevant literature in which
students' perceptions of April 23 National Sovereignty and Children's Day were investigated, the
drawing technique was used as a measurement tool, and especially the students were determined as the
participant group. Accordingly, it is thought that the results of this research will provide remarkable and
valuable information to the literature. It is considered that it is very important to collect the data in the
research with the participation of children, who are the subjects of the April 23 National Sovereignty
and Children's Day, and the preparation of this study will bring very qualified data to the relevant
literature. This research is important in terms of revealing valuable results about how April 23 National
Sovereignty and Children's Day is perceived by the 5th grade students, what it means to them and how
they feel on April 23. It is hoped that the research can guide teachers by presenting suggestions for the
April 23 celebrations to be held at schools in the future and contribute to the researchers doing research
on the subject by presenting a data source.

The purpose of this study is to determine the perceptions of the 5th grade students regarding
April 23 National Sovereignty and Children's Day Celebrations through their drawings. For this purpose,
answers to the following questions were sought in the study:

1. What are the drawings of the 5th grade students regarding the April 23 National
Sovereignty and Children's Day celebrations?

2. Under which conceptual categories are the pictures drawn by the 5th grade students
classified according to their common characteristics?

3. What are the examples of pictures for the conceptual categories created according to the
perceptions of the 5th grade students regarding the April 23 National Sovereignty and Children's Day
celebrations?

4. What are the perceptions of the 5th grade students regarding the April 23 National
Sovereignty and Children's Day celebrations in the pictures they draw?
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Method

In this section, the model and design of the study, the source of the data (study group), data
collection tools, validity and reliability studies followed in the study and the analysis of the data are
given.

Model and Design of the Study

A qualitative research model, in which a process was followed to reveal perceptions and events
in a realistic and holistic way in their natural environment, was used in this research (Yildirim & Simsek,
2016). Qualitative research allows us to identify problems from the participants' point of view and to
understand the meanings and interpretations that participants attribute to behaviors, events or objects
(Hennink et al., 2020). The research was prepared by using the phenomenology design, one of the
qualitative research designs. The main purpose of the phenomenological design is to reveal the
experiences, perceptions and meanings that individuals attribute to a phenomenon (Yildirim & Simsek,
2016). This research, it was tried to determine the perceptions of the 5th grade students regarding the
April 23 National Sovereignty and Children's Day celebrations by using the phenomenology design.

Study Group

The study group of the research consists of 5th grade students studying in village schools in
Giresun Province Central district in the first semester of the 2019-2020 academic year. 77 students
participated in the research; however, a student's drawing was not included in the evaluation because
it was out of scope. In phenomenological studies, the data sources of the research consist of individuals
or groups who have experiences related to the phenomenon and can reflect this phenomenon (Yildirim
& Simsek, 2016). While forming the study group of the research, it was taken into account that the
students from kindergarten to the 8th grade in the village schools regularly participate and perform in
the April 23 celebrations every year. On the other hand, the reason why the research was carried out at
the 5th grade level is that the acquisitions related to certain days, weeks and holidays, and our national
and cultural values are mostly concentrated in the 5th grade curriculum.

Data Collection Tools

In this research, an opinion-drawing form was used as a data collection tool in order to reveal
the perceptions, feelings and thoughts of the 5th grade students regarding April 23 National Sovereignty
and Children's Day celebrations through the pictures they draw. In the data collection form prepared by
the researcher in accordance with the purpose of the research, the following instruction was given to
the students: “Describe your feelings and thoughts about the celebrations of April 23 National
Sovereignty and Children's Day by drawing a picture”. As Bat1 (2012) states, painting is a common
product of the child's feelings, thoughts and perceptions and is very important. Because children convey
their experiences in the pictures they draw, and it is possible to find clues about their inner world in
these pictures. In addition to this, Aric1 Tiiziin (2006) states that children feel themselves in a playing
field while they are painting, so they convey their natural and real feelings. She also states that children
painting provides an opportunity to evaluate social and cultural determinants as it reflects the child's
feelings, thoughts, life and conditions. In this context, it was decided that it was the most appropriate
data collection tool, considering that the students could express their feelings and thoughts about April
23 celebrations more comfortably and without hesitation with this technique. The purpose here is not
to evaluate the drawing abilities of the participants; it is only to determine their perceptions that they
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emphasize with drawings. The paper of participant P25 is given in Figure 1 as an example of the pictures
drawn by the students.

Figure 1. The picture drawn by participant P25

As seen in Figure 1, it is understood that the students made very realistic, meaningful,
emotionally happy and aesthetic drawings in order to explain their feelings and thoughts about April 23
celebrations. It was seen that the students clearly reflect the enthusiasm of April 23 with the
dances/performances and colorful outfits in their drawings. In addition, especially the environmental
decorations, the emphasis on the Turkish flag, the harmonious clothes and diversity of the students
participating in the celebrations draw a lot of attention.

Data Analysis

Content analysis method, which is one of the qualitative data analysis methods, was used in the
analysis of the data. With the content analysis method, it is tried to define the data and to reveal the facts
that may be hidden in the data. The basic process in content analysis is to gather similar data under
certain concepts and themes and to interpret them by arranging them in an understandable way
(Yildirim & Simsek, 2016). In phenomenological research, which is the design of this research, data
analysis is aimed at revealing experiences and meanings. For this purpose, data is tried to be
conceptualized and descriptive themes related to the phenomenon are tried to be created in the content
analysis process. The findings are explained and interpreted within the frame of emerging themes and
patterns. The results are presented with a descriptive narration and direct quotations (Yildirnm &
Simsek, 2016). In this research, the analysis and interpretation of the pictures drawn by the students in
the data collection form was carried out in ten stages. These stages are as following:

Examining the papers,

Elimination of unsuitable papers,
Rearrangement of the papers,

Sorting and numbering the papers,
Examining the pictures,

Creation of categories,

Distribution of pictures into categories,
Validity and reliability,

O N o W

Calculation of frequencies of the pictures and,
Interpretation of data (Ekici, 2016a; Ekici, 2016b)

—_
e
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By following these steps, the categories were created according to the similar and different
features determined in the pictures drawn by the students. For each of these categories, the pictures
that are assumed to represent them best are included in the findings section. The examples for the
pictures were presented by coding as “P1, P2, P3, ...” with the number of the participant.

Validity and Reliability

Validity and reliability stage is very important in scientific studies. Some methods were used to
ensure the validity and reliability of this research. First of all, the problems encountered during the pilot
implementation were determined and the necessary arrangements were made by taking additional
precautions in the actual implementation. Because the flexibility of the researcher is one of the
important principles of validity in qualitative research. If deemed necessary during the research
process, the researcher can apply different strategies. In this context, they can make additions to the
interview questions and make new interviews that were not planned before or may use different data
collection methods to confirm the data obtained (Yildirim & Simsek, 2016). Another important criterion
of validity is to report the obtained data in detail and to explain how the researcher reached the results
(Yildirim & Simsek, 2016). In this context, data coding and data analysis process are explained in detail.
During the analysis of the data, examples are given from the pictures drawn by the students that are
assumed to represent each of the categories best. On the other hand, the reliability of the data analysis
was calculated using the formula of Miles and Huberman (1994) which is [Agreement / (Agreement +
Disagreement) x 100] in order to ensure the reliability of the research. The reliability value among the
coders was found to be 98%. Two experts, who are experts in qualitative research and April 23 National
Sovereignty and Children's Day, worked in the study.

Ethical Permits of Research

All rules stated to be complied with within the scope of “Higher Education Institutions Scientific
Research and Publication Ethics Directive” were followed in this study. None of the actions mentioned
under the heading of “Actions Against Scientific Research and Publication Ethics”, which is the second
part of the directive, have been carried out. The related study is a master's thesis, and its data were
collected before 2020, as stated in the method section.

Findings

In this section, the findings regarding the perceptions of the 5th grade students about the April
23 National Sovereignty and Children's Day celebrations are given. The data were analyzed in
accordance with sub-purposes.

Findings Regarding April 23 National Sovereignty and Children's Day Celebrations
in the 5th Grade Students' Drawings

It has been seen that the pictures drawn by the students mainly include the demonstrations and
activities (dance performances, folk dances, speeches, etc.) held during the April 23 celebrations and
various slogans written for April 23. In addition, the competitions held on April 23 (sack race, egg-and-
spoon race, balloon pop, etc.) and the celebrations of the children of the world are among the pictures
drawn by the students. The distribution of the findings of the codes obtained from the pictures drawn
by the 5th grade students regarding April 23 National Sovereignty and Children's Day celebrations is
presented in Table 1.
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Table 1. The distribution of the findings of the codes obtained from the pictures drawn by the 5th grade students
regarding April 23 celebrations

Number Most common drawings in the pictures f
1 Balloon 169
2 Turkish flag 153
3 Audiences 151
4 Children of the world 131
5 Children 124
6 Competitors 115
7 Children performing 86
8 Heart 39
9 School 30
10 Star 29
11 Competiton 22
12 Speech stand 18
13 Stage 17
14 Presenter 13
15 World 6
16 Weapon 5
17 Soldier 5

As seen in Table 1, it was determined that the students made mostly drawings of concepts such
as “balloon (f=169), Turkish flag (f=153), audience (f=151), children of the world (f=131), children
(f=124), competitors (f=115), children performing (f=86), heart (f=39), school (f=30)” in the pictures
they drew in the data collection form according to the instructions given. On the other hand, it was
determined that the least specified concepts were listed as “world (f=6), weapon (f=5), soldier (f=5)".
The visual word cloud related to the subject is as seen in Figure 2. Here, it can be seen that codes with
high frequency are written in large font size, while codes with lower frequencies are written in smaller

size.

competitors

audiences ..

"“'balloon.”
Turkish flag

children of the world

children performing

Figure 2. Word cloud emphasizing the codes obtained from students' drawings regarding April 23 Celebrations

Findings of the Conceptual Categories in which the Drawings of the 5th Grade
Students Were Collected in Terms of Their Common Characteristics

While analyzing the answers given by the participants to the research question, first of all,
similar concepts used in the pictures were determined and categories were created considering the
common characteristics of these concepts. In this context, the categories developed from the pictures
drawn by the students are shown in Figure 3 according to their percentage distribution.
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The Distribution of the Categories
Obtained from Drawings
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Figure 2. The distribution of the categories obtained from the drawings of the 5t grade students regarding April
23 Celebrations

As seen in Figure 3, a total of 76 pictures drawn by the students were gathered under 5
conceptual categories according to their common characteristics. Accordingly, the category of “April 23
demonstrations (49%)” emerged as the dominant category in which the students drew the most
pictures. Other categories continue as “April 23 slogans/decorations (17%), April 23 competitions
(17%), World Children's Day (16%) and the Independence War (1%)”. Therefore, the category in which
the students drew the least was determined as the category of “Independence War (1%)".

Category 1: April 23 demonstrations

“April 23 demonstrations” is the category in which students draw the most. In this category,
there are pictures of 37 students in total. The rate of the pictures in this category among all pictures was
determined as 49%. In this category, it was determined that the students drew different activities such
as poetry reading, April 23 speeches on the stage, as well as dance performances, folk dances, parades
and flag shows for the April 23 celebrations. In addition, it was seen that the concepts such as “audience,
balloon, Turkish flag, children, school, stage, speech stand, and presenter” were depicted in the drawings
included in this category. On the other hand, the fact that a substantial part of the students who
participated in the research depicted the performances only in the garden of the school without any
stage shows that the physical facilities of some schools are not sufficient to carry out ceremonial
activities. The most drawn picture in this category is “audiences (f=151)". Examples of the pictures
drawn by the participants in this category are given in Figure 4 and Figure 5.

o

Figure 4. P2’s drawing Figure 5. P46’s drawing

As seen in Figure 4 and Figure 5, the participants P2 and P46 drew April 23 demonstrations on
the stages decorated with flags and slogans appropriate to the meaning and importance of the day. In
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these drawings, especially the happiness of children and smiling faces draw attention. As seen in most
drawings, the text “23 Nisan Kutlu Olsun” (Happy April 23) is also seen in the picture drawn by P2. It is
also important that these celebrations are held in an environment where the Turkish flag is in most of
the drawings. It shows that students can match the emphasis of the national flag with these celebrations.

Category 2: April 23 slogans/decorations

Another category created from the pictures drawn by the 5th grade students is the category of
“April 23 slogans/decorations”. In this category, there are pictures of 13 students in total. The rate of
the pictures in this category among all pictures was determined as 17%. In this category, it was
determined that the students drew various slogans, banners and decorations hung around the school or
on the stage for the April 23 celebrations, indicating the meaning and importance of the day. In addition,
it was seen that the students decorated their schools in their drawings in this category with balloons,
Turkish flags, a picture of Atatiirk and slogans such as “23 Nisan Kutlu Olsun” (Happy April 23), “23
Nisan” (April 23), “Hos geldin 23 Nisan” (Welcome April 23), “Atam Izindeyiz” (We Follow Your
Footsteps). The most drawn picture in this category is “balloons (f=56)". Examples of the pictures drawn
by the participants in this category are given in Figure 6 and Figure 7.

ATAN [ T EYiz. .-
i) ND CY(Z

Figure 6. P24’s drawing Figure 7. P53’s drawing

As seen in Figure 6 and Figure 7, the participants P24 and P53 reflect the enthusiasm of the
holiday in their drawings both by drawing and writing, with the flags and balloons they hung around
and the slogans they wrote.

Category 3: April 23 competitions

Another category created from the pictures drawn by the 5th grade students is the category of
“April 23 competitions”. In this category, there are pictures of 13 students in total. The rate of the
pictures in this category among all pictures was determined as 17%. In this category, it was determined
that the students drew attention to the various competitions held during the April 23 celebrations and
the award ceremonies held at the end of these competitions. In addition, it was seen that various
concepts such as “competitor, sack race, balloon pop, egg-and-spoon race, tug of war, footrace, and
award ceremony” were depicted in the drawings included in this category. The most drawn picture in
this category is “competitors (f=115)”. Examples of the pictures drawn by the participants in this
category are given in Figure 8 and Figure 9.
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Figure 8. P4’s drawing Figure 9. P9’s drawing

As seen in Figure 8 and Figure 9, it is understood that the participants P4 and P9 reflected the
enthusiasm and excitement of the holiday in their drawings by addressing various competitions such as
balloon pop, tug of war, and sack race. However, in these drawings, the fact that the competitions are
depicted in an empty area in the school garden without any stage reveals the physical inadequacy of the
schools for the ceremonial activities.

Category 4: World Children’s Day

Another category created from the pictures drawn by the 5th grade students is the category of
“World Children's Day”. In this category, there are pictures of 12 students in total. The rate of the
pictures in this category among all pictures was determined as 16%. In this category, it was determined
that the students drew pictures showing that they celebrated April 23 National Sovereignty and
Children's Day with all the children of the world. In addition, it was seen that various concepts such as
“children of the world, Turkish flag, world and different country flags” were depicted in the drawings
included in this category. The most drawn picture in this category is “children of the world (f=131)".

Examples of the pictures drawn by the participants in this category are given in Figure 10 and Figure
11.
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Figure 10. P23’s drawing Figure 11. P42’s drawing

As seen in Figure 10 and Figure 11, the participants P23 and P42 drew attention to the
international dimension of April 23 and that it is a holiday gifted to the children of the world, by
emphasizing the world and different country flags in their drawings. In terms of perceiving the meaning
and importance of the flag, it is very important for children to be aware of the international dimension
of April 23 and to draw their perceptions in this direction together with the Turkish flag and the flags of
other countries.
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Category 5: Independence War

Another category created from the pictures drawn by the 5th grade students is the category of
“Independence War”. There is only 1 student's picture in this category. The rate of the pictures in this
category among all pictures was determined as 1%. It was determined that the picture drawn in this
category depicts a war scene between Turkish and Greek soldiers. In addition, it was seen that the
concepts of Turkish and Greek soldiers, weapons, Turkish flag and helicopter were depicted in the
drawing included in this category. The most drawn picture in this category is “weapon (f=5)”. The
picture drawn by participant P21 belonging to this category is given in Figure 12.

Figure 12. P21’s drawing

As seen in Figure 12, the participant P21 associates April 23 National Sovereignty and Children's
Day with the Independence War with a war scene s/he portrayed in the picture s/he drew. In this
drawing, some emphasis such as the strength of the Turkish soldier and his victory in this war draw
attention. It can be evaluated that the drawings in the form of Turkish flag hanging on the helicopter,
the Greek soldier laying his gun on the ground, etc. emphasize the perceptions in this direction.

Discussion and Conclusion

The purpose of this study is to analyze the perceptions of 5th grade students regarding April 23
National Sovereignty and Children's Day celebrations through their drawings. In this context, the
students expressed their feelings and thoughts about the celebrations of April 23 with the pictures they
drew in the data collection form. The pictures drawn by the students were examined and the answer
sheets of 76 out of 77 students participating in the research were evaluated.

49% of the students participating in the research answered the instruction in the data collection
form by drawing activities and performances such as dances and podium speeches holding during the
April 23 celebrations. While 17% of students drew competitions held on April 23, the other 17% drew
the decorations and write slogans. It was seen that 16% of the students drew pictures describing the
celebrations of the children of the world. Besides, it was determined that 1% of the students painted the
Independence War. In addition, most of the pictures draw attention to the concepts such as balloon,
Turkish flag, audience, children of the world, school, competition and stage.

The pictures drawn by the 5th grade students regarding April 23 National Sovereignty and
Children's Day celebrations are gathered under 5 conceptual categories according to their similar and
common characteristics. These categories are listed as “April 23 demonstrations, April 23 competitions,
April 23 slogans/decorations, World Children’s Day and Independence War”.
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“April 23 demonstrations” is the category in which students draw the most. In this category,
there are pictures of 37 students and it was determined that the students depicted different activities
such as parades, podium speeches as well as folk dances, dance and flag shows they performed in their
schools during the April 23 celebrations. It is understood that the 5th grade students who made these
drawings associated April 23 with various shows and activities.

Another category created from the pictures drawn by the 5th grade students is the category of
“April 23 slogans/decorations”. In this category, there are pictures of 13 students and it was determined
that the students drew various slogans, banners and decorations hung around the school or on the stage
for the April 23 celebrations to indicate the meaning and importance of the day. It is noteworthy that
the slogans “23 Nisan Kutlu Olsun” (Happy April 23), “23 Nisan” (April 23), “Atam izindeyiz” (We Follow
Your Footsteps) are frequently repeated in these drawings. On the other hand, it was determined that
students mostly decorate their schools with balloons and Turkish flags in their drawings. The students
expressed their enthusiastic perceptions both with their decorations in their drawings and their
writings.

Another category created from the pictures drawn by the 5th grade students is the category of
“April 23 competitions”. In this category, there are pictures of 13 students and it was determined that
the students depicted various competitions held during the April 23 celebrations and the award
ceremonies held at the end of these competitions. It shows that the 5th grade students who made these
drawings associate April 23 with various competitions.

Another category created from the pictures drawn by the 5th grade students is the category of
“World Children's Day”. In this category, there are pictures of 12 students and it was determined that
the students drew pictures showing that they celebrated April 23 National Sovereignty and Children's
Day with the children from different countries in their drawings. It is understood that the 5th grade
students who made these drawings perceived April 23 as the holiday of all children in the world.

Another category created from the pictures drawn by the 5th grade students is the category of
“Independence War”. There is only 1 student's picture in this category. When the picture drawn by this
student was examined, it was determined that a war scene was depicted between Turkish and Greek
soldiers and this war was stated as the Independence War in writing. It shows that this student
associates April 23 with Independence War.

When the relevant literature is examined, it has been determined that studies with similar
results with the results of this research have been conducted. In this context, Mezkit Saban (2019) stated
in her study that the flag is one of the important elements that contribute to the formation of children's
national identities and the development of their commitment to society. In third study (2015), it was
stated that the Republic of Turkey always tried to keep the love of flag alive as a nation and a state and
this love began to be instilled in children in the family and was continued increasingly in schools. In this
study, it was determined that the "Turkish flag" was frequently used in the pictures drawn by the
students. As emphasized in the drawings, it has been revealed that the flags hung around the
environment and the demonstrations with flags contributed to the development of the love of flag and
the sense of devotion to the flag in the students. In this context, the results of the research are in line
with the literature. On the other hand, in the study conducted by Goéglis Tan et al. (2007), it was stated
that the participants identified the Republic with the Independence War, which resulted in victory and
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enabled the country to getrid of the occupation. Similarly, in Kili¢ and Demir's study (2017), participants
associated national holidays with past wars and victories. In this research, the pictures drawn by the
5th grade students about the Independence War support the findings emphasized in the literature.

In the studies conducted by Siringel (2006) and Karakog Oztiirk (2014), it was stated that the
physical facilities of the schools are not sufficient to carry out activities for certain days and weeks.
Similar to this result, in this research in some drawings, the shows and competitions held during the
April 23 celebrations were depicted only in the school garden without any stage or technological
equipment (computer, speaker, etc.). It can be stated as an indication that the physical facilities of some
schools are not sufficient for the conduct of ceremonial activities. In the study of Selanik Ay and Glli
(2020), in which they discussed the national holiday ceremonies from the past to the present within the
scope of Social Studies course, it was stated that primary school teachers carried out activities such as
reading poems, folk dances, ronduels, competitions, oratorios, classroom decorations and theatrics for
the national holiday ceremonies. As a matter of fact, the activities in the “April 23 demonstrations, April
23 competitions, and April 23 slogans/decorations” categories created from the findings of this research
coincide with these activities emphasized in the studies in the literature.

However, on the other hand, the findings of the study do not coincide with the findings of the
study conducted by Avci (2007). Avcl (2007) stated in his study that there is no unity in the celebration
of the national holidays, the distribution of tasks is made among certain students, the official ceremonies
are usually held, and therefore these ceremonies are boring for the children who are in the play age, and
the ceremonies do not exactly achieve their goals. However, according to the results obtained in this
research, the happiness of children in the colorful drawings in the categories of “April 23
demonstrations”, “April 23 competitions” and “April 23 slogans/decorations” draws attention and
indicates that the holidays are in a festive atmosphere rather than an official ceremony.

As a result, this research reveals that 5th grade students' perceptions of April 23 National
Sovereignty and Children's Day focus on the shows, activities and competitions held during the
celebrations, and they perceive April 23 as a holiday gifted to all children in the world. In addition, the
research results reflect the originality since the research method differs from the studies in the
literature with its model, design, data collection tool and data analysis dimensions.

Recommedations

In the direction of the results obtained in the research, we can give the following

recommendations:

o This research can also be prepared with participant groups at different educational
levels.

o This research can also be prepared by using different data collection methods such as

interview and metaphor.
° This research can also be prepared for other national holidays such as October 29
Republic Day and May 19 Commemoration of Atatiirk, Youth and Sports Day
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5. Siif Ogrencilerinin Cizimlerinden 23 Nisan Kutlamalarina
iliskin Algilarinin Analizi

Giris

Bayramlar, bir toplumun sahip oldugu kiiltiirel degerlerini besleyen ve devamliligini saglayan
torenlerdir (Sahin & Doénmez, 2014:195). Toplumlarin inan¢ sistemlerinden ve uluslasma siirecleri
icinde yasadiklar tarihi olaylardan, ortak yasantilarindan ve geleneklerinden ortaya ¢ikan bayramlar,
toren, senlik, kutlama gibi cesitli sekillerde adlandirilan 6zel gilinlerdir (Uzun, 2010:109). Bu 6zel
glinlerde, bir kiiltiiriin parcasi olan insanlar, yaptiklar: térenlerle kiiltiirtin stirekliligine destek verirken
ayni zamanda bu torenleri faaliyetlerine gecerlilik saglayacak bir alan olarak da kullanirlar. Térenler,
icra tekrarlariyla gegmisin animsanmasina olanak tanirken gelecegin sekillenmesine de katki saglarlar.
Baska bir deyisle, diinii ve bugiinii birlestirerek yasanilan cografyayi ve toplumu kimlikli kilarlar (Celepi,
2020) ve toplumlarin geleceklerinde de o6nemli katkilar saglarlar. Biitiin toplumlarda kutlanan
bayramlar, milletin kiltiirel 6zellikleri, devletin idari yapisi ve dini inanis1 etrafinda bicimlenmisgtir.
Tiirklerde de Islamiyet 6ncesi donemde baslayan bayram olgusu Fransiz ihtilali sonras1 yayilan
milliyetcilik diisiincesi etrafinda yeniden sekillenmistir (Doganer, 2007:119).

Giinliimiizde, niteligine gore dini ve milli olmak tlizere kiiltiirel 6neme sahip, millet olarak birlik
ve beraberlik icinde kutladigimiz cesitli bayramlarimiz ve 6zel giinlerimiz vardir. Bunlardan Ramazan
ve Kurban Bayrami, yardimlasma, dayanisma ve siikretme ilkesi dogrultusunda kutladigimiz dini
bayramlarimizdir. 23 Nisan Ulusal Egemenlik ve Cocuk Bayrami, 19 Mayis Atatiirk’ii Anma, Genglik ve
Spor Bayrami, 30 Agustos Zafer Bayrami ve 29 Ekim Cumhuriyet Bayrami ise Milli Miicadele yillarimizin
ve Cumhuriyet tarihimizin en 6nemli olaylarini hatirlamak ve yasatmak icin kutladigimiz ulusal ve resmi
bayramlarimizdir. Milli bayramlar ve anma tdrenleri, 6grencilerde ve halkta coskuyu arttiran insanlari
glinliilk problemlerinden uzaklastirip ulus bilinci ve birlikte olmanin kivancinin duyuldugu 6zel
glinlerdir (Sahin, 2013). Okul ¢agindaki ¢ocuklardan baslayarak yetiskin bireylere kadar toplumda
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ulusal bilinci olusturmak ve gelistirmek amaciyla bu térensel simge ve semboller tiim diinyada yaygin
olarak kullanilmaktadir (Cetinkaya & Duman, 2019).

Bu arastirmada, 23 Nisan Ulusal Egemenlik ve Cocuk Bayraminin 6zneleri olan ¢ocuklarin 23
Nisan kutlamalarin1 ne sekilde deneyimlediklerinin, 23 Nisan’da hangi duygu ve diisiinceler icinde
olduklarinin; aymi zamanda 23 Nisan'in onlar icin ne anlama geldiginin ve 23 Nisan1 nasil
algiladiklarinin ¢izdikleri resimler yoluyla belirlenmesi amaglanmustir. Ilgili literatiir incelendiginde,
milli bayram olgusunun incelendigi ve 29 Ekim Cumhuriyet Bayrami, 19 Mayis Atatiirk’ii Anma, Genglik
ve Spor Bayrami ve 30 Agustos Zafer Bayramu ile ilgili calismalarin yapildig tespit edilmistir. 23 Nisan
Ulusal Egemenlik ve Cocuk Bayrami'na iliskin ise ¢ok az sayida ¢alismanin yapildigi; bunlarin da
¢ogunlukla 23 Nisan'in tarihcesi ve ortaya cikisi gibi konularda tarihsel bir baglamda ele alindig1
calismalar oldugu belirlenmistir. 23 Nisan Ulusal Egemenlik ve Cocuk Bayramu ile ilgili 6grenci
algilarinin arastirildigy, ¢izim tekniginin 6l¢gme araci olarak kullanildigi ve 6zellikle 6grencilerin katilimci
grubu olarak belirlendigi bir ¢alismaya rastlanmamistir. Bu nedenle, bu arastirma sonuglarinin
literatiire dikkat ¢ekici ve degerli bilgiler kazandiracag: diisiiniilmektedir. 23 Nisan Ulusal Egemenlik ve
Cocuk Bayraminin 6zneleri olan ¢ocuklarin katilimiyla verilerin toplanmasinin ve bu yénde verilerin
literatiire kazandirilmasinin olduk¢a 6nemli oldugu kabul edilerek bu ¢alismanin hazirlanmasinin ilgili
literatiire ¢ok nitelikli veriler kazandiracag diisiiniilmektedir. Bu arastirma, 23 Nisan Ulusal Egemenlik
ve Cocuk Bayrami'nin 5. sinif 6grencileri tarafindan nasil algilandigina, 23 Nisan’in onlar i¢in ne ifade
ettigine ve 6grencilerin 23 Nisan’da hangi duygular icinde olduklarina iliskin degerli sonuglar ortaya
koymasi bakimindan énemlidir. Arastirmanin, gelecekte okullarda yapilacak 23 Nisan kutlamalarina
yonelik oneriler sunarak 6gretmenlere rehberlik edebilecegi ve konuya iliskin arastirma yapan
arastirmacilara veri kaynagi sunarak katki saglayabilecegi umulmaktadir.

Yontem

Bu arastirmada, nitel arastirma modeli kullanilmistir. Nitel arastirmalar, katilimcilarin bakis
acisindan sorunlarin tanimlamasina ve katilimcilarin davranislara, olaylara veya nesnelere ytikledikleri
anlamlarin ve yorumlarin anlasilmasina olanak tanir (Hennink vd., 2020:10). Nitel arastirma
kapsaminda bireylerin bir olguya iliskin sahip olduklar1 yasantilari, algilar1 ve bunlara yiikledikleri
anlamlar1 dogal ortaminda ortaya ¢cikarmaya ¢alisan olgubilim (fenomenoloji) deseni kullanilmistir
(Yildinnm & Simsek, 2016). Bu kapsamda olgubilim deseni ile 5. simif 6grencilerinin cizdikleri
resimlerden 23 Nisan Ulusal Egemenlik ve Cocuk Bayrami kutlamalarina iliskin sahip olduklar: algilar
belirlenmeye calisilmistir. Arastirmanin calisma grubunu, 2019-2020 egitim 6gretim yili birinci
doneminde Giresun ili Merkez ilceye bagli koy okullarinda 6grenim goéren 5. smif o6grencileri
olusturmaktadir. Arastirmanin ¢alisma grubu segilirken amagsal (amagh) drnekleme yontemlerinden
biri olan benzesik (homojen) o6rnekleme yontemi kullanilmistir. Bu yontem c¢alismanin amaci
dogrultusunda bilgi acisindan zengin durumlarin segilerek derinlemesine arastirma yapilmasina olanak
verir (Buytlikoztirk vd., 2016: 90). Arastirmaya 77 6grenci katilmistir ancak bir 6grencinin cizimi
kapsam dis1 oldugu i¢in degerlendirmeye alinmamistir. Arastirmanin ¢alisma grubu olusturulurken koy
okullarinda 6grencilerin anasinifindan 8. sinifa kadar 23 Nisan kutlamalarina her yil diizenli olarak
katilip gérev almalari ve performans gostermeleri goz 6ntinde bulundurulmustur.

Bu arastirmada, 5. siif o6grencilerinin 23 Nisan Ulusal Egemenlik ve Cocuk Bayrami
kutlamalarina iliskin algilarini, duygu ve diisiincelerini cizdikleri resimler yoluyla ortaya konulmasi
amaciyla veri toplama araci olarak bir goriis ¢izim formu kullamilmistir. Arastirmaci tarafindan,
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aragtirmanin amaci yoniinde hazirlanmig olan veri toplama formunda, 6grencilere “23 Nisan Ulusal
Egemenlik ve Cocuk Bayrami kutlamalariyla ilgili duygu ve diisiincelerinizi resim cizerek anlatimiz?”
sorusu yoOneltilmistir. Arastirmada verilerin analizi asamasinda, nitel veri analizi yontemlerinden biri
olan icerik analizi yontemi kullanilmistir. icerik analizinde yapilan temel islem, birbirine benzeyen
verileri belirli kavramlar ve temalar altinda toplamak ve bunlari1 anlasilabilir bir bicimde diizenleyerek
yorumlamaktir. Sonuclar ise, betimsel bir anlatim ile dogrudan alintilara yer verilerek sunulur (Yildirim
& Simsek, 2016). Bu kapsamda, 6grencilerin veri toplama formunda ¢izdikleri resimler icinde saptanan
benzer ve farkh 6zelliklere gore kategoriler olusturulmustur. Bu kategorilerin her biri i¢in onu en iyi
temsil ettigi varsayilan 6grencilerin cizdikleri resimlere bulgular boliimiinde yer verilmistir.

Bulgular

Arastirmaya katilan 6grencilere veri toplama formunda “23 Nisan Ulusal Egemenlik ve Cocuk
Bayrami kutlamalariyla ilgili duygu ve diislincelerinizi resim cizerek anlatiniz” sorusu yoneltilmistir.
Katilimcilarin %49’u bu soruya, 23 Nisan kutlamalar1 sirasinda yapilan danslar, halk oyunlar ve kiirsi
konusmalan gibi etkinlik ve gosterileri cizerek cevap vermislerdir. Ogrencilerin %17’si 23 Nisan'da
diizenlenen ¢uval yarisi, yumurta tasima, halat gekme, balon patlatma vb. yarismalari ¢izerken; diger
%17’si ise bayram icin yapilan silslemeler ile okula asilan slogan ve pankartlar1 ¢izmislerdir.
Ogrencilerin %16’siin diinya ¢ocuklarinin yaptig1 kutlamalar1 anlatan resimler ¢izdigi gérilmistiir.
Bunlarin yaninda, ogrencilerin %1’inin ise Kurtulus Savas’ini resmettigi belirlenmistir. Ayrica,
resimlerin cogunda balon, Tiirk bayragi, seyirci, diinya ¢ocuklari, cocuk, okul, yarisma, kiirsii ve sahne gibi
kavramlara ait cizimler dikkat cekmektedir. Veri toplama formunda 5.sinif 6grencilerinin ¢izdikleri
resimlerde kullanilan benzer kavramlar belirlenmis ve bu kavramlarin ortak 6zellikleri dikkate alinarak
kategoriler olusturulmustur. Bu kategoriler, “23 Nisan gosterileri, 23 Nisan yarismalari, 23 Nisan
sloganlari/stslemeleri, Diinya c¢ocuk bayrami ve Kurtulus Savasi” seklinde siralanmaktadir.
Ogrencilerin en ¢ok resim ¢izdigi “23 Nisan gosterileri (%49)” kategorisi baskin kategori olarak ortaya
cikmistir. Diger bir yandan, 6grencilerin en az resim ¢izdigi kategori ise “Kurtulus Savasi (%1)”
kategorisi olarak belirlenmistir.

Tartisma ve Sonug¢

Bu ¢alismanin amaci, 5.sinif 6grencilerinin cizdikleri resimlerden hareketle 23 Nisan Ulusal
Egemenlik ve Cocuk Bayrami kutlamalarina iliskin algilarini analiz etmektir. Bu kapsamda 6grenciler,
23 Nisan Ulusal Egemenlik ve Cocuk Bayrami kutlamalariyla ilgili duygu ve diisiincelerini veri toplama
formunda cizdikleri resimlerle belirtmislerdir. Ogrencilerin cizdikleri resimler incelenmis ve
arastirmaya katilan 77 6grenciden 76’sinin cevap kagidi degerlendirmeye alinmistir.

Arastirmaya katilan o6grencilerin %49’u “23 Nisan Ulusal Egemenlik ve Cocuk Bayrami
kutlamalariyla ilgili duygu ve diisiincelerinizi resim ¢izerek anlatiniz.” sorusuna, 23 Nisan kutlamalari
kapsaminda yapilan gosterileri ve etkinlikleri (dans gosterileri, halk oyunlari, kiirsii konusmalari, vs.)
cizerek cevap vermislerdir. Ogrencilerin %17’si 23 Nisan’da diizenlenen yarigmalar1 (guval yarisi,
kasikta yumurta tasima, balon patlatma, halat ¢gekme, vs.) cizerken; diger %17’si ise bayram icin yapilan
siislemeler ile okula asilan slogan ve pankartlar1 ¢izmislerdir. Ogrencilerin %16’simin diinya
¢ocuklarinin yaptig1 kutlamalari anlatan resimler ¢izdigi goriilmistiir. Bunlarin yaninda, 6grencilerin
%71’inin ise Tiirk ve Yunan askerleri arasinda gegen bir savas sahnesini resmettigi belirlenmistir. Ayrica,
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resimlerin ¢cogunda balon, Tiirk bayragi, seyirci, diinya ¢ocuklari, cocuk, okul, yarisma, kiirsti ve sahne gibi
kavramlara ait cizimler dikkat cekmektedir.

5.smif 6grencilerinin 23 Nisan Ulusal Egemenlik ve Cocuk Bayrami kutlamalarina iliskin
cizdikleri resimler benzer ve ortak 6zelliklerine gore toplam 5 kavramsal kategori altinda toplanmustir.
Bu kategoriler su sekilde siralanmaktadir; “23 Nisan gosterileri, 23 Nisan yarismalari, 23 Nisan
sloganlari/stislemeleri, Diinya ¢ocuk bayrami ve Kurtulus Savasi” dir.

“23 Nisan gosterileri” kategorisi, 5.sinif 6grencilerinin en ¢ok c¢izim yaptig1 kategoridir. Bu
kategoride toplam 37 Ogrencinin resmi bulunmaktadir. Bu kategoride o6grencilerin resimlerinde
okullarinda 23 Nisan kutlamalari icin yaptiklari dans gosterileri, halk oyunlari, gegit téreni ve bayrak
gosterilerinin yaninda kiirsiide yapilan 23 Nisan konusmalar1 gibi farkli gosterileri resmettikleri
belirlenmistir. Bu resimleri ¢izen 5.sinif 6grencilerinin 23 Nisan Ulusal Egemenlik ve Cocuk Bayramim
yapilan cesitli gosterilerle iliskilendirdikleri anlagilmaktadir.

5. sinif 6grencilerinin ¢izdikleri resimler dogrultusunda gelistirilen diger bir kategori “Diinya
Cocuk Bayrami1” kategorisidir. Bu kategoride toplam 12 6grencinin resmi bulunmaktadir. Bu kapsamda
ogrencilerin 23 Nisan Ulusal Egemenlik ve Cocuk Bayramim biitiin diinya c¢ocuklar1 ile birlikte
kutladiklar1 resimler yaptiklar: goriilmustiir. Bu resimleri ¢izen 5.sinif 6grencilerinin 23 Nisan Ulusal
Egemenlik ve Cocuk Bayramini dilinyadaki biitiin c¢ocuklarin bayrami olarak algiladiklar
anlasilmaktadir.

5. siif 6grencilerinin ¢izdikleri resimler dogrultusunda gelistirilen diger bir kategori “23 Nisan
yarismalar1” kategorisidir. Bu kategoride toplam 13 6grencinin resmi bulunmaktadir. Bu kapsamda
ogrencilerin resimlerinde 23 Nisan kutlamalar1 sirasinda diizenlenen cesitli yarigsmalar1 ve bu
yarigsmalar sonucunda yapilan 6diil torenlerini resmettikleri belirlenmistir. Bu resimleri ¢izen 5.smnif
ogrencilerinin 23 Nisan Ulusal Egemenlik ve Cocuk Bayramini yapilan c¢esitli yarismalarla
iliskilendirdikleri anlasilmaktadir.

5. sinif 68rencilerinin ¢izdikleri resimler dogrultusunda gelistirilen diger bir kategori “23 Nisan
sloganlari/stislemeleri” kategorisidir. Bu kategoride toplam 13 6grencinin resmi bulunmaktadir. Bu
kapsamda 6grencilerin resimlerinde 23 Nisan kutlamalar i¢in okul ¢evresi ya da sahneye asilan giiniin
anlam ve onemini belirten cesitli ifadelerden olusan slogan ve pankartlar ile siislemelere yer verdigi
tespit edilmistir. Bununla birlikte, 68rencilerin resimlerinde okullarini en ¢ok balonlar ve Tirk
bayraklari ile siisledikleri belirlenmistir. Bu ¢izimlerde slogan olarak 23 Nisan Kutlu Olsun, 23 Nisan,
Atam lIzindeyiz yazilarimn sik sik tekrar edildigi dikkat cekmektedir. Ogrenciler hem ¢izimlerindeki
slislemeleriyle hem de yazimlariyla coskulu algilarini dile getirmislerdir.

5. smnif ogrencilerinin ¢izdikleri resimler dogrultusunda gelistirilen diger bir kategori ise
“Kurtulus Savas1” kategorisidir. Bu kategoride yalmizca 1 6grencinin resmi bulunmaktadir. Bu
0grencinin ¢izdigi resim incelendiginde; Tiirk ve Yunan askerleri arasinda gecen bir savas sahnesini
resmettigi belirlenmistir. Bu durum, bu 6grencinin 23 Nisan Ulusal Egemenlik ve Cocuk Bayramini
Kurtulus Savasi ile iliskilendirdigini gostermektedir.

llgili literatiir incelendiginde; bu arastirma sonuclariyla benzer sonuclar tespit edilen
calismalarin yapildigi belirlenmistir. Bu kapsamda; Mezkit Saban (2019:223) calismasinda, ¢ocuklarin
milll kimligini sekillendiren ve ait oldugu topluma baghlik hissini gelistirmesini saglayan araglardan
birinin bayrak oldugunu ifade etmistir. Uciincii (2015:528) tarafindan yapilan calismada ise, Tiirkiye
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Cumhuriyeti’nin millet ve devlet olarak bayrak sevgisini daima canli tutmaya ¢alistig1; bu sevginin de
cocuklara ailede asilanmaya basladigi ve okullarda artirilarak devam ettirildigi belirtilmistir. Bu
arastirmada da 6grenciler tarafindan cizilen resimlerde siklikla “Tiirk bayragi”nin ¢izilmesi, 23 Nisan
kutlamalari sirasinda ¢evreye asilan bayraklarin ve bayrak gosterilerinin milli kimlik unsurlarindan biri
olan bayraga baglilik duygusunun ve bayrak sevgisinin gelismesine katki sagladigini gostermektedir.
Diger bir yandan, Go6giis Tan vd. (2007:89) tarafindan yapilan calismada katilimcilarin Kurtulus
Savast’'nin basariyla sonuglanip lilkenin isgalden kurtulmus olmasiyla Cumhuriyet’i 6zdeslestirdikleri
belirtilmistir. Bununla benzer sekilde Kili¢ ve Demir (2017:173)’in calismasinda ise, katihmcilar Milli
Bayramlari gecmiste yapilan savas ve kazanilan zaferlerle iliskilendirmislerdir. Bu arastirmada elde
edilen 5. sinif 6grencilerinin Kurtulus Savasi ile ilgili ¢izdigi resimler literatiirde vurgulanan bulgular:
destekler niteliktedir. Siringel (2006:80) ve Karako¢ Oztiirk (2014:18) tarafindan yapilan
arastirmalarda belirli giin ve haftalara yonelik faaliyetlerin yiritilmesi i¢in okullarin fiziki
olanaklarinin yeterli olmadig1 ifade edilmistir. Bu arastirmada da bu sonuca benzer nitelikte, bazi
cizimlerde 23 Nisan kutlamalar1 kapsaminda yapilan gosteri ve yarismalarin herhangi bir sahne,
teknolojik arag-gere¢ (bilgisayar, hoparlor vb.) olmadan yalnizca okul bahgesinde resmedilmesi bazi
okullarin fiziki olanaklarinin toren faaliyetlerinin yiiriitiilmesi agisindan yeterli olmadiginin bir
gostergesi olarak belirtilebilir. Bu cizimler 6grencilerin 23 Nisan kutlamalarinin okullardaki hangi
ortamlarda yapildigin1 detaylariyla ve acgiklikla resmedebildiklerini vurgulamaktadir. Selanik Ay ve
Gilli (2020:160)'niin gecmisten bugline milli bayram torenlerini Sosyal Bilgiler dersi kapsaminda ele
aldiklar1 ¢alismada sinif 6gretmenlerinin giiniimiizde milli bayram térenlerine yonelik siir okuma, halk
oyunlari, ront calismalari, yarismalar, oratoryolar, téren komisyonlarinda gérev alma, sinif siisleme ve
piyes sergileme gibi etkinlikler gerceklestirdikleri belirtilmistir. Nitekim bu arastirmanin bulgularindan
olusturulan “23 Nisan gosterileri, 23 Nisan yarismalar1 ve 23 Nisan sloganlari/siislemeleri”
kategorilerinde yer alan etkinlikler literatiirde yer alan ¢alismalarda vurgulanan bu etkinliklerle
ortiismektedir. Selanik Ay ve Gilli (2020:157)'nln c¢alismasinda, bir diger bulgu olarak milli
bayramlarin kiltiir aktarimindaki rolii hakkinda sinif 6gretmenlerinin gorusleri arasinda Atatiirk’iin
kiiltlirel bir deger olarak goriilmesi, halk oyunlari, marslar ve tiirkiiler, geleneksel oyunlar, yoresel
kiyafetler, tilkemizin tarihi ve gegmiste yasanan zorluklarin anlasilmasi, kazanilan zaferlerden duyulan
gurur ve geleneklerin aktarilmasi yer almaktadir. Bu noktada, arastirma sonuglarinin birbiri ile uyumlu
oldugunu soéylemek mimkiindir.

Fakat 6te yandan, arastirmada elde edilen bulgular Avci (2007) tarafindan yapilan ¢alismanin
bulgulariyla 6rtiismemektedir. Avcl (2007:85), ¢alismasinda ulusal bayram giinlerinin kutlanmasinda
birligin olmadigini, gorev dagiliminin belli bash 6grenciler arasinda yapildigini, genellikle resmi
torenlerle yetinildigini ve bu sebeple oyun ¢aginda olan ¢ocuklara bu térenlerin sikic geldigini, ayrica
diizenlenen toérenlerin amaclarina tam olarak ulasamadigini ifade etmistir. Ancak bu arastirmada elde
edilen sonuclara gore ise, “23 Nisan gosterileri”, “23 Nisan yarismalar1’” ve “23 Nisan
sloganlari/siislemeleri” kategorilerinde yer alan renkli ¢izimlerde ¢ocuklarin mutluluklari oldukea
dikkat cekmektedir ve bayramlarin resmi bir térenden ¢ok festival havasinda gectigine isaret
etmektedir. Bu arastirma kapsaminda ¢izimlerden 23 Nisan Ulusal Egemenlik ve Cocuk Bayrami
kutlamalarinin 6grenciler tarafinda mutluluk, diizen, keyifli faaliyetler vb. olarak algilandigini
gostermektedir.

Sonu¢ olarak bu arastirma, 5.sinif 6grencilerinin 23 Nisan Ulusal Egemenlik ve Cocuk
Bayrami'na iliskin algilarinin bayramda yapilan gosteri, etkinlik ve yarismalar {izerine yogunlastigini ve
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23 Nisan1 diinyadaki biitiin ¢ocuklara armagan edilmis bir bayram olarak algiladiklarini ortaya
koymaktadir. Ayrica, arastirmanin yontemi literatiirde yer alan calismalardan modeli-deseni, veri
toplama araci ve veri analizi boyutlariyla farklilik géstermesi sebebiyle arastirma sonuglari orijinalligini
yansitmaktadir.

Oneriler

Arastirmada elde edilen sonuclar yoniinde asagidaki 6nerileri verebiliriz:

o Bu arastirma farkl egitim kademelerindeki katilimci gruplariyla da hazirlanabilir.

o Bu arastirma goriisme ve metafor gibi farkli veri toplama yontemleri kullanilarak da
hazirlanabilir.

o Bu arastirma karma model kullanilarak hazirlanabilir.

o Bu arastirma farkli yillarda basinda yer alan 23 Nisan Ulusal Egemenlik ve Cocuk

Bayrami’'nin kutlamalarina iliskin haberlerin analizi seklinde hazirlanabilir.
o Bu arastirma 29 Ekim Cumhuriyet Bayrami ve 19 Mayis Atatiirk’ti Anma, Genglik ve Spor
Bayramu gibi diger milli bayramlarimiza iliskin olarak da hazirlanabilir.
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