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Abstract

This study focuses on the core reading in research methods courses in International Relations (IR) postgraduate
programmes in Turkey. The first section determines the core reading materials in the syllabi. In the second section,
in order to thematically code these books, we create five categories: (1) General Research Methods, (2) Research
Methods in Social Sciences (3) Qualitative, Quantitative, and Mixed Research Methods, (4) Research Methods in
Political Science (5) Research Methods in International Relations. The research was modelled/designed according
to a case study conducted with a qualitative approach. The data collection method of the study is document
review, while the chosen data analysis method is content analysis. The study analyses the contents of syllabi from
70 different module/course. Findings show that Social Sciences have the most methodology-related books with
37% of the books being relevant to research methods. Conversely, the study shows that this rate is at 1% for IR.
The study concludes that discipline-specific method books are not chosen within the IR postgraduate programmes.
Finally, the study recommends significant research methodology books to be included in the related IR syllabi.
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0z

Bu ¢alisma, Tiirkiye’deki Uluslararas: Iliskiler lisansiistii programlarinda yer alan bilimsel yontem derslerinde
onerilen kitaplara odaklanmaktadir. llk asamada ders izlencelerinde ana kaynak olarak énerilen kitaplarin neler
oldugu belirlenmistir. Ikinci asamada bes kategori -(1) genel arastirma yontemleri, (2) sosyal bilimlerde
arastirma yontemleri, (3) nitel, nicel ve karma arastirma yontemleri, (4) siyaset biliminde arastirma yontemleri
ve (5) uluslararast iliskilerde arastirma yontemleri- olusturulmus ve bu bes kategoriye gore kitaplar kodlanmastir.
Arastirma nitel yaklasim icinde durum ¢alismasina gore tasarlannmustir. Calismanmin veri toplama yontemi
dokiiman-belge incelemesidir. Veri analiz yontemi ise icerik analizidir. 70 ders izlencesinin igerigi analiz
edilmistir. Elde edilen bulgulara gore %37 oraninda en fazla sosyal bilimlerde arastirma yontemleri kategorisine
yénelik kitap onerildigi goriilmiistiir. Uluslararast Iliskilerde yontem kategorisine %1 oraninda bir yogunlasma
oldugu goriilmiistiir. Bu temel bulgulara gére Uluslararas: Iliskiler lisansiistii programlarinda disiplin ézelinde
yontem kitaplarimin onerilmedigi sonucuna varilmistir. Ayrica ¢alismada ders izlencelerine konulmas: igin
Uluslararas: Iliskiler 6zelinde bilimsel yontem kitaplar: énerilmistir.
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Introduction

Scientific methods form the basis of scientific research. How to conduct the research, how to analyse data and
how to reach the findings are carried out according to the processes and rules offered by the scientific methods.
No matter what branch of science it is, if the research carried out has a scientific claim, the researcher must use
scientific methods. Methodological tools allow for moving away from speculative knowledge and obtaining
scientific knowledge. As a concept, “method” may not emphasize the scientific method directly. This is when
“methodology” comes into play and defines the scientific method (Moses and Knutsen, 2012; Porta and
Keating, 2008). While science has built its ontological status on reality, it has also built its epistemic source on
the empirical and rational acquisition of knowledge. Its methodological status is based on deductive and
inductive methods (Figure 1). This methodological activity of science influenced Social Sciences and led to the
formation of positivism-based quantitative and qualitative, constructivism-based qualitative, and pragmatism-

based mixed research approaches and techniques.
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Figure 1. Research cycle. Note. Reprinted from
“Social Science Research: Principles, Methods,
and Practices”, Bhattacherjee, 2012, p. 4.

In international relations studies, the tools offered by scientific methods are undoubtedly used to reach
scientific findings and conclusions. The discipline of IR, which focuses on explaining and understanding
international relations, incorporates various methodological approaches and tools. In international relations
studies, questions such as the relations between states, why and how wars arise, how peace is established
decisively, and how identities affect foreign policy are asked (Sutch and Elias, 2007). Within the methodological
spectrum, positivism, constructivism, scientific realism, and pragmatism produce answers to these questions
by conducting research according to their own research programmes and the methods. Positivism focuses on
the material ground of international politics. It ignores beliefs, analyses international politics with a more
objective research approach and quantifies research using formal sciences as well (Lamont, 2015). With these
quantifications, it reaches generalizations and makes inferences about the future of international politics.
Methodological approaches critical of positivism, such as constructivism and scientific realism have emerged
over time (Jackson, 2011). In particular, constructivism rejected the positivist scientific method, as it hindered
the ability to capture such fundamental elements such as the meaning of identity, beliefs, and language in
international politics (Lamont, 2015; Sobrero, 2022). Scientific realism takes on some features of positivism
and constructivism. Scientific realists, like positivists, accept the existence of a real world independent of
people's experiences. But reality is layered. Like constructivists, they think that human beings tend towards the
construction of meaning. The methods of positivism are used to reveal the reality. Unlike positivists, scientific
realists do not consider it appropriate to reach universal laws and do not prefer to use the deductive method
based on hypotheses. Scientific realists argue that good science requires questions rather than technical

methods (Moses and Knutsen, 2012).
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In order to understand and learn what methodological approach the theories are based on international
relations research (positivist, constructivist, pragmatic, scientific realist), what research approaches are used
(qualitative, quantitative and mixed), and what research techniques are used within the discipline (elite
interview, focus group, observation, relational research), and what discussions are held about the methods, it
is necessary to turn to the relevant educational fields wherein the scientific method is professionally taught and
applied both in general and discipline-scientific terms. It is a fact that universities are at the forefront of these
teaching areas. Turkey's participation in the Bologna Process and the Council of Higher Education's (YOK)
determination of scientific methods as a compulsory module in postgraduate programmes have initiated a
mandatory learning process for students about research methodologies (Yiiksekogretim Kurulu, 2022). Based
on this necessity, different disciplines/departments decide on the sources that should be included in the
syllabus in accordance with their own programmes. Among these resources, books are fundamental learning
materials. Since textbooks deal with more topics than articles, they are the main learning materials that allow
students and researchers to learn any topic in depth, no matter what field it is related with. Textbooks are a
reference source for both the lecturer and the student, and they aid in creating the contents of the course
module (Molina-Azorin and Fetters, 2022; Aldossari, Khaldi, and Altarawneh, 2016). Textbooks are also
important for teaching methods within IR. The learning process is initiated by selecting books that deal with
both scientific research methods and what methods should be used in international relations research.

Which books constitute the core reading for scientific research methods modules in IR postgraduate
programmes in Turkey? What is the proportional value of the chosen discipline-specific method books in IR?
What is the general content of the suggested method books? The purpose of this study is to determine these
books by analysing module syllabi and to evaluate the suitability of the books for IR programmes. Another
purpose of the study is to recommend discipline-specific method books for IR. /Course lecturers-tutors
wanting to update the syllabi for discipline-scientific methods modules in IR and researchers who want to
specialize in discipline-specific methods can benefit from this study. The results of this study will be useful for
educators who aim to increase and deepen the education of IR discipline and methods in Turkey.

The Method of Research

Research Approach and Design

The research was based on the case study design within the framework of qualitative research approach. Within
the case study design, “intrinsic case study” was preferred. According to Stake (1995, p. 3) and Merriam (2009,
p. 48), the intrinsic case study method is used to get to know more about a particular person, group, event,
institution, or curriculum and to better understand the situation. In this research, an intrinsic case study was
made to understand which books were chosen in the module contents/learning materials.

Data Collection

The data collection method of the study is document review. A total of 133 programmes and a total of 141
scientific method modules/courses have been identified at the master’s and doctoral levels in Turkey. The
syllabi of 141 modules have been gathered from the official websites of the universities. It was determined that
70 module syllabi included book suggestions out of 141 module syllabi. All 70 module syllabi were examined.
All the first and second proposed books in the resources sections of the syllabi were collected as data. The focus
was especially on the books suggested in the module syllabi. The articles were not included in the research.
Within the framework of postgraduate programmes, data were obtained from module syllabi at the master's
and doctoral levels module syllabi were not included in the data. Data were collected in April 2022. Changes
that occurred in the module syllabi after April 2022 were not included in the study.
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Data Analysis and Reliability

Focus was on the module syllabi of the scientific method modules in IR master’s and doctoral programmes in
Turkey, and the contents of the syllabi were analysed to list the suggested books. The collected qualitative data
were expressed with simple quantitative concepts. The quantitative use in this study is aimed at increasing the
reliability of the research. Content analysis, which is a qualitative data analysis approach, can be performed by
counting the frequency or sequence of words, sentences or concepts contained in the data. In this study,

number of repetitions of the books in the module syllabi were calculated and evaluated.

At the first stage, the books included in the module syllabi were classified. In the second stage, under the theme
of Scientific Methods, the books were divided into five categories. The first category is General Research
Methods. This category represents books that deal with research methods as a whole. The second category is
Research Methods in Social Sciences. This category represents books that deal with the methods used in Social
Sciences. The third category is Qualitative, Quantitative, and Mixed Research Methods. This category
represents books that deal with qualitative, quantitative, and mixed methods individually or all three of them
together. The fourth category is Research Methods in Political Science. It represents books that deal with the
methods used in political studies. The fifth category is Research Methods in International Relations. This
category represents books that deal with the methods used in the study of International Relations. The books
were then distributed into their relevant categories. The findings obtained after the distribution revealed the
types of books chosen for the modules. The findings were expressed with numerical frequency and percentage
ratios. In order to increase the reliability of the study, two different independent researchers were asked to
encode several books into categories. The codes from these two different researchers were subjected to the
“intercoder agreement” function in the research software MAXQDA and a complete consensus result was

obtained. Thus, it can be stated that the coding process yielded reliable results.

Findings

57 different scientific research method books in Turkish and English were identified as a result of analysing
the core reading materials in 70 different module syllabi (Table 1).
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Table 1

Core Reading Materials in Scientific Research Methods Modules

Core Reading Book Number  Category of Book Core Reading Book Number  Category of Book
of Core of Core
Reading Reading
Niyazi Karasar 15 General Research Ali Arseven 1 General Research
Bilimsel Arastirma Yontemi Methods Alan Arastirma Yontemi Methods
Hasan $imsek ve Ali Yildirim 13 Qualitative Research Atilla Yiiksel, vd. 1 General Research
Sosyal Bilimlerde Nitel Arastirma Yontemleri Methods Bilimsel Arastirma Yontemleri Methods
W. Lawrence Neuman 12 Research Methods in Audie Klot ve Deepa Prakash 1 Research Methods in
Toplumsal Arastirma Yontemleri Social Science Qualitative Methods in International Relations
International Relations
Ali Bala 8 Research Methods in Aysel Aziz 1 Research Methods in
Sosyal Bilimlerde Aragtirma Social Science Sosyal Bilimlerde Arastirma Social Science
Yontemleri ve Teknikleri
Gary King, vd. 6 Research Methods in Bridget Somekh ve Cathy 1 Research Methods in
Designing Social Inquiry Social Science Lewin Social Science
Research Methods in The Social
Science
Halil Seyidoglu 6 General Research Catherine Dawson 1 General Research
Bilimsel Arastirma ve Yazma Methods Introduction to Research Methods
Methods
Recai. Coskun, vd. 6 Research Methods in Cavit Tiitengil 1 Research Methods in
Sosyal Bilimlerde Aragtirma Yontemleri Social Science Sosyal Bilimlerde Arastirma ve Social Science
Metot
John W. Creswell 5 Qualitative, Clive Seale 1 General Research
Nitel, Nicel ve Karma Yéontemler Quantitative, and Mixed ~ Researching Society and Methods
Research Methods Culture
Keith Punch 5 Research Methods in Corrine Glesne 1 Qualitative Research
Introduction to Social Research Social Science Becoming Qualitative Methods
Researchers
Kaan Boke 4 Research Methods in Durmus Ekiz 1 General Research
Sosyal Bilimlerde Aragtirma Yontemleri Social Science Bilimsel Arastirma Yontemleri Methods
Sandra Halperin ve Oliver Heath 4 Research Methods in James M. Carlson 1 Research Methods in
Political Research: Methods and Practical Skills Political Sciences Doing Empirical Political Political Sciences
Research
Birsen Gokge 3 Research Methods in Janet Johnson, vd. 1 Research Methods in
Toplumsal Bilimlerde Aragtirma Social Science Political Science Research Political Sciences
Methods
Bob Matthews ve Liz Ross 3 Research Methods in Janet Ruane 1 General Research
Research Methods: A Practical Guide for the Social Science Social Science Essentials of Research Methods Methods
Bruce L. Berg ve Howard Lune 3 Qualitative Research John Gerring 1 Research Methods in
Quantitative Research Methods for Social Science Methods Social Science Methodology Social Science
Hamdi islamoglu 3 Research Methods in Jonathan Moses ve Torbjorn 1 Research Methods in
Sosyal Bilimlerde Aragtirma Yontemleri Social Science Knutsen Social Science
Bilmenin Yollar:
Veysel Sonmez ve Fiisun Alacapinar 3 General Research Luigi Curini ve Robert 1 Research Methods in
Orneklendirilmis Bilimsel Arastirma Methods Franzese- Political Sciences
Research Methods in Political
Science
Alan Bryman 2 Research Methods in Maurice Duverger 1 Research Methods in
Social Research Methods Social Science Metodoloji A¢tsindan Sosyal Social Science
Bilimlere Giris
David Silverman 2 Qualitative Research Muzaffer Ustdal, vd. 1 General Research
Nitel Verileri Yorumlama Methods Bilimsel Arastirma Kilavuzu Methods
Duran Kirbag ve Filiz Ekim Cevik 2 General Research Paul Pennings, vd. 1 Research Methods in
Bilimsel Arastirma Yontemleri Methods Doing Research in Political Political Sciences
Science
Elif Kus 2 Quantitative- Piergiorgio Corbetta 1 Research Methods in
Nicel-Nitel Arastirma Teknikleri Qualitative Research Social Research: Theory, Social Science
Methods Methods and Techniques
Ferhat Sayim 2 Research Methods in Rauf Arikan 1 General Research
Sosyal Bilimlerde Aragtirma ve Tez Yazim Yontemleri Social Science Aragtirma Yéontem ve Methods
Teknikleri
John W. Creswell 2 Qualitative Research Saim Kaptan 1 Quantitative Research
Nitel Arastirma Bes Yaklasim Methods Bilimsel Arastirma ve Istatistik Methods
Kenneth Balley 2 Research Methods in Sami Giiven 1 Research Methods in
Methods of Social Research Social Science Toplumbilimde Arastirma Social Science
Yontemleri
Peter Burnham ve K. Lutz 2 Research Methods in Sharan B. Merriam 1 Qualitative Research
Research Methods in Politics Political Sciences Nitel Arastirma Yontemleri Methods
Remzi Y. Kincal 2 General Research Suat Cebeci 1 General Research
Bilimsel Arastirma Yontemleri Methods Bilimsel Arastirma ve Yazma Methods
Teknikleri
Sait Giirbiiz ve Faruk Sahin 2 Research Methods in Seref Kalayc 1 Quantitative Research

Sosyal Bilimlerde Aragtirma Yontemleri

Social Science

SPSS Uygulamalr Cok
Degiskenli Istatistik Teknikleri

Methods

Adnan Erkus 1 General Research Vedat Akman ve Ugur 1 General Research
Bilimsel Arastirma Methods Ozgoker Methods

Bilimsel Arastirma ve Calisma

Yontemleri
Ahmet Giiler, vd. 1 Qualitative Research Viven Lowndes, vd. 1 Research Methods in

Sosyal Bilimlerde Nitel Arastirma

Methods

Theory and Methods in
Political Science

Political Sciences
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Overall (Table 1), it was seen that Niyazi Karasar's (2020) Bilimsel Arastirma Yontemi (Scientific Research
Method) book (n=15) was the most popular one. The books by Hasan $imsek and Ali Yildirim's (2005) book
Sosyal Bilimlerde Nitel Arastirma Yontemleri (Qualitative Research Methods in Social Sciences) (n=13), and W.
Lawrence Neuman's (2014) Social Research Methods: Quantitative and Qualitative Approaches book (n=12)
were close followers.

The analysis, consisting of categorizing the 56 books, revealed the concentration in each category, namely,
General Research Methods, Research Methods in Social Sciences, Qualitative Research Methods, Quantitative
Research Methods, Mixed Research Methods, Research Methods in Political Science and Research Methods in
International Relations (Figure 2).

General Research Methods

24

22
20

Research Methods in International Relations Research Methods in Social Sciences

Research Methods in Political Science Qualitative Research Methods

Mixed Research Methods Quantitative Research Methods

Figure 2. Categorical Distribution of Books

According to Figure 2, 37% of the core reading for scientific method modules in IR programmes fell under the
category of Research Methods in Social Sciences. W. Lawrence Neuman's (2014) book is the most popular book
in this category. 28% of the core reading materials were under the General Research Methods category. Niyazi
Karasar's (2020) book is the most popular book in this category. Following this, 16% of the books were
categorised within Qualitative Research Methods. The most often chosen book in this category is the book by
Hasan Simsek and Ali Yildirim (2005). 7% of the books were coded within the Quantitative Research Methods
category. In this category, Elif Kus's (2012) as well as John W. Creswell's (2009) books were chosen. At the
same time, the books by Saim Kaptan (1995) and $eref Kalayc et al. (2006) are also popular books in the
quantitative category. 1% of the books were categorised within the Mixed Research Methods category, and
Creswell's (2009) book was the most popular in this category. 12% of the books were categorised under the
Research Methods in Political Science, and the most popular books were the ones by Sandra Halperin and Oliver
Heath (2020). Finally, 1% of the core reading books fell under the category of Methods in International
Relations, with Audie Klot and Deepa Prakash's (2008) book being chosen.

Discussion and Suggestions

According to the findings obtained from the 70 syllabi examined in this study, the core reading books on
research methods within IR programmes are mostly concentrated in the categories of Research Methods in
Social Sciences and General Research Methods. The scientific method teaching process through these categories
will be based only on general and Social Sciences. Only one book has been identified in the category of Research
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Methods in International Relations. Choosing only one discipline-specific book among 56 books shows an
insufficient guidance on resources. The scientific method modules taught in IR programmes should not only
focus on books related to general scientific methods, but also books specific to the discipline. In order to
increase the awareness on discipline-specific methods, core reading books that address both the theoretical
dimension and practical application should be emphasised.

Researchers who want to specialize and broaden their knowledge in the field of IR need to know why and how
to use which methods in international relations studies. Knowing Social Sciences and Political Sciences
methodologies will facilitate the use of methods in the IR discipline. However, the main goal of teaching
methodology should be revealing the specific existence of the methodologies within the discipline and the
research programme. It should be essential to learn the methodological foundations and tools on which the
theories within the discipline are based. Naturally, the research programmes within IR are mentioned in the
modules; however, the analysis shows that the methodology books comprising core reading are not discipline-
specific.

An evaluation of the discipline-specific core reading book, Qualitative Methods in International Relations by
Audie Klot and Deepa Prakash (2008), reveals that it only presents research methods within the qualitative
research approach. It does not deal with method in international relations as a whole and does not include
quantitative and mixed methods. However, there is a need for books that explain the logic of research and
approaches to research along with research methods. This need will enable students to look at the methodology
and methods holistically.

Research
Methodological Research Research Methods
Approaches Approaches Designs (Techniques and
Tools)

Figure 3. A holistic view of research methods

The term methodology should be defined firstly in order to look at research methods holistically. Methodology
is a branch of the philosophy of science. Thus, the position of methodology in the context of general philosophy
of science and philosophy of Social Sciences should be discussed. Then, methodological approaches should be
reconsidered within the context of Social Sciences, followed by methodological approaches within IR as a
discipline. Within the framework of methodological approaches, positivist, constructivist, scientific realist, and
pragmatist research approaches should be categorized. Qualitative, quantitative, and mixed research
approaches and their place in the IR discipline should be discussed. Research designs constitute the design of
the study. Case studies, phenomenology, and historical research, which are among the leading designs in
qualitative research, are generally used in international relations studies. Research designs within quantitative
research are descriptive, relational, causal, and inferential. All these designs are used in IR studies. On the other
hand, in mixed research method, there are parallel, exploratory sequential and explanatory sequential designs.
Mixed designs are also used in International Relations studies. Research methods represent data collection and
data analysis methods. Within the qualitative context, elite interview, document-record review, field research
and observation; and within the quantitative context, datasets, questionnaires, and scales stand out as data
collection methods/research techniques within the discipline. Content analysis, discourse analysis, process
analysis are the data analysis methods that are generally used in the discipline. Regarding quantitative research,
statistical analyses form the majority. Mixed designs use quantitative and qualitative research techniques

together.
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Literature review on the category of Research Methods in International Relations shows that there is only one
book in Turkey with a holistic method content, shown in Figure 3. This book is a Research Methods (2019)
edited by Ali Ersoy, a course textbook published by Anadolu University Press. There are in fact two textbooks
printed by Anadolu University. The second one is in Turkish: Uluslararas: Iliskilerde Arastirma Yéntemleri,
edited by Ali Carkoglu. Another book describing data collection techniques and data analysis methods within
the context of research methodologies is titled Uluslararasi Iliskilerde Metodoloji edited by Ersel Aydinli (2022)
printed by Kog University Press.

Reviewing the existing literature on a global scale, however, reveals that there are reference books suitable for
the subject of methodology in IR, both holistically and individually. Worldcat (worldcat.org) has been used
while scanning the books. Three prominent concepts -methodology, method, and international relations- have
been searched as key items. The books dealing with methodology and method within the discipline have been
classified. The book that first deals with methodological and research approaches in the context of philosophy
of science is Patrick Thaddeus Jackson's (2011) book titled The Conduct of Inquiry in International Relations.
Based on the philosophy of science approaches, the book deals with methodological approaches within the
context of IR. Another book that touches upon methodology in the context of philosophy of science and meta-
theory is Fred Chernoff's (2007) book entitled Theory and Metatheory in International Relations, which
explains the methodological diversity in IR throughout history. Throughout his book, Chernoff explains in
detail the place of positivist and constructivist methodologies in IR.

The first book that approaches the topic of method in IR holistically is Christopher Lamont's (2015) Research
Methods in International Relations. After defining the methodological approaches, the book explains the
qualitative, quantitative, and mixed research approaches, the designs, and methods within these approaches in
the discipline of International Relations and enriches the book with original examples. Another book that
approaches the subject of method in IR holistically is The Sage Handbook of Research Methods in Political
Science and International Relations, edited by Luigi Curini and Robert Franzese (2020). Consisting of two
volumes, this book has a broad approach to research methods. The book contains qualitative, quantitative, and
mixed research approaches and methods. In particular, it offers a comprehensive review on quantitative
methods used in international relations studies. Another book in the literature is Handbook of Research
Methods in International Relations, edited by R. Joseph Huddleston et al. (2022). The book describes research
methods and tools within the framework of qualitative, quantitative, and mixed research approaches. The
explanation of the subject is detailed with various applications.

Guillaume Devin's (2016) book titled Resources and Applied Methods in International Relations includes
content mostly within the framework of qualitative and quantitative research techniques. Models, Numbers,
and Cases: Methods for Studying International Relations, edited by Detlef F. Sprinz and Yael Wolinsky-
Nahmias (2004), focuses on case studies, quantitative, and formal methods. In addition, Audie Klotz and
Cecelia Lynch's (2007) book Strategies for Research in Constructivist International Relations focuses on
constructivist methodology. Milja Kurki's (2008) book Causation in International Relations: Reclaiming Causal
Analysis puts causal analysis at its centre. Finally, the book Process Tracing: From Metaphor to Analytic Tool,
edited by Andrew Bennett and Jeffrey T. Checkel (2015), focuses on the process analysis method used in
international relations studies. There is also a book titled Research and Writing in International Relations,
edited by Lura Roselle et al. (2019). Although the book does not review the research processes in a holistic way,
it does address research questions, literature reviews and how to conduct analyses at a basic level. The book
also describes how to write a post-research report in detail.
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Conclusion

This study investigated the books chosen as core reading in scientific research methods modules in IR
postgraduate programmes in Turkey. It showed the extent of chosen IR discipline-specific method books in
the related module syllabi, and the general contents of method books chosen for IR were discussed. A total of
56 books were identified, and it was observed that 1 book among 56 was a methodology book specific to IR.
The findings obtained from the syllabi show that the number of chosen books regarding discipline-specific
methodology books in IR method modules is at a very low level. The most favoured source is Niyazi Karasar's
(2020) book in the category of general research methods. However, it is not specific to International Relations
research, but rather, an introduction to the general social science research methods. The book selection process
should be informed by a dynamic learning process specific to the discipline. The absence of books written in
Turkish following the literature review continues to be a problem. As a result, this research reveals what books
may be required in the programmes. It is essential to diversify the resources in the module syllabi to better
understand and transfer the methodology. Future studies can conduct analyses on journal articles proposed in
module syllabi and recommend articles to be included. In addition, any future studies can be conducted on
why the syllabuses recommend method books for general social sciences rather than special method books for
the discipline of international relations. Interviews can be made with course instructors and in-depth

explanations can be made.
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Genisletilmis Ozet

Arastirmanin Sorusu ve Amaci

Uluslararas: iligkiler arastirmalarinda teorilerin hangi metodolojik/epistemolojik yaklasima (pozitivist,
konstriiktivist, pragmatik, bilimsel realist) dayandigy, kullanilan arastirma yaklasimlarinin ne oldugunu (nitel,
nicel ve karma), disiplin icinde hangi arastirma tekniklerinin (elit miilakat, odak grup, goézlem, iliskisel
arastirma) kullanildigini ve yontemlere dair hangi tartigmalarin yapildigini anlamak ve 6grenmek i¢in genel
olarak ve disiplin 6zelinde bilimsel aragtirma yontemlerinin profesyonelce 6gretildigi ve uygulandig1 6gretim
kurumlarina yonelmek gerekir. Bu 6gretim kurumlarinin baginda {niversitelerin geldigi bir gergektir.
Tiirkiye'nin Bologna Siirecine dahil olmasi ve YOK'iin lisansiistii programlarinda bilimsel aragtirma
yontemleri dersini zorunlu ders olarak tanimlamasi 6grenciler i¢in yonteme dair zorunlu bir 6grenme siirecini
baslatmistir. Bu zorunluluk cergevesinde disiplinler kendi programlarina uygun olarak ders izlencelerinde
okutulmasi gereken kaynaklar: tanimlamaktadirlar. Bu kaynaklar arasinda kitaplar temel 6grenme materyalleri
olarak karsimiza gikar. {lgili konuyu makalelerden daha fazla ele almasindan dolay1 ders kitaplari, hangi alanda
olursa olsun 6grencilerin ve arastirmacilarin konuyu derinlemesine 6grenmesini saglayan temel 6gretim
araglaridir. Ders kitab1 hem ders yiiriitiiciisii hem de 6grenci igin bir referans kaynagidir ve dersin igerigini
olusturmada yardimci olur. Uluslararas ligkiler (UT) disiplininde de yontem 6gretimi igin ders kitaplarinin
varlig1 6nemlidir. Hem bilimsel aragtirma yontemlerini ele alan hem de uluslararas iligkiler aragtirmalarinda
kullanilabilecek yontemlerin neler oldugunu ele alan kitaplarin segilmesiyle 6grenme siireci baslatilir.
Tiirkiye’de Ul lisansiistii programlarinda yer alan bilimsel aragtirma yontemleri derslerinde ana kaynak olarak
oneriler kitaplar nelerdir? Ul disiplinine 6zel 6nerilen yontem kitaplarinin oransal degeri nedir? Onerilen
yontem kitaplarinin genel olarak igerigi nedir? Bu ¢alismanin amaci ders izlencelerini analiz ederek 6nerilen
kitaplari belirlemek ve kitaplarin Ul programlarina uygunlugu hakkinda degerlendirme yapmaktir.

Yéntem ve Sinirlilik

Arastirma nitel arastirma yaklasimi ¢ergevesinde durum ¢aligmasina gore tasarlanmistir. Durum ¢aligmasi
deseni iginde igsel durum caligmasi tercih edilmistir. I¢sel durum galigmasi (intrinsic case study) belirli bir kisi,
grup, olay, kurum ya da miifredat hakkinda daha fazla sey bilmek i¢in ve durumu daha iyi anlamak i¢in
kullanilir. Bu arastirmada ders igeriklerinde hangi kitaplarin 6nerildigini anlayabilmek i¢in i¢sel durum
caligmasi segilmistir. Calismada veri toplama yontemi dokiiman-belge taramasidir. Tiirkiye’de yiiksek lisans
ve doktora seviyesinde toplam 133 program ve toplam 141 bilimsel arastirma yontemleri dersi tespit edilmistir.
141 dersin ders izlenceleri, iiniversitelerin resmi internet sitelerinden toplanmistir. 141 ders izlencesi icinde 70
ders izlencesinin kitap onerisi yaptig1 tespit edilmis ve tamami incelenmistir. Izlencenin ders kaynaklari
bolimiinde birinci ve ikinci olarak onerilen kitaplarin tamami veri olarak toplanmustir. Ozellikle ders
izlencelerindeki kitaplara odaklanilmis ve sayilmistir. Makaleler arastirmaya dahil edilmemistir. Lisansiistii
programlari ¢ercevesinde yiiksek lisans ve doktora seviyesindeki ders izlencelerinden veri elde edilmis, lisan
ders izlencelerine odaklanimamistir. Nisan 2022’de veriler toplanmistir. Nisan 2022 sonrasinda ders
izlencelerinde meydana gelmis degisiklikler ¢alismaya dahil edilmemistir.

[lk asamada ders izlencelerinde yer alan kitaplar tasniflenmistir. Tkinci asamada Bilimsel Yéntem temasi
altinda kitaplar bes kategoriye gore ayrilmustir. Ilk kategori, Genel Arastirma Yontemleridir. Bu kategori
aragtirma yontemlerini bir biitiin olarak ele alan kitaplar: temsil etmektedir. Ikinci kategori, Sosyal Bilimlerde
Arastirma Yontemleridir. Bu kategori sosyal bilimleri temel alarak sosyal bilimlerde kullanilan yontemleri ele
alan kitaplar1 temsil etmektedir. Ugiincii kategori Nitel, Nicel ve Karma Arastirma Yontemleridir. Bu kategori
tekil olarak nitel, nicel, karma ya da tigiinii bir arada ele alan kitaplar1 temsil etmektedir. Dordiincii kategori
Siyaset Bilimindeki Arastirma Yontemleridir. Siyasal calismalarda kullanilan yontemleri ele alan kitaplari temsil
etmektedir. Besinci kategori ise Uluslararas: Iliskilerde Arastirma Yéntemleridir. Bu kategori uluslararast
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iligkiler ¢aligmalarinda kullanilan yontemleri ele alan kitaplar1 temsil etmektedir. Kitaplar ilgili kategorilere
dagitilmistir. Kategorilere yapilan dagilimlar sonrasinda elde edilen bulgular derslerde tercih edilen kitap
tiirlerini ortaya ¢ikarmustir. Bulgular sayisal siklik ve yiizdesel oranlarla ifade edilmistir. Caligmanin
giivenirliligini artirmak icin iki farkli bagimsiz arastirmacidan birkag kitabin kategorilere gére kodlanmasi
istenmistir. Bu iki farkli arastirmacidan gelen kodlar MAXQDA programinda “kodlayicilar arasi uzlasma”
analizine tabi tutulmus ve tam bir uzlasma sonucu elde edilmistir. Bu uzlasma ¢er¢evesinde kodlamalarin
giivenilir oldugu ifade edilebilir.

Bulgular

70 ders izlencesinde ana kaynak olarak énerilen kitaplar analiz edildiginde Tiirkge ve Ingilizce olarak 57 farkl:
bilimsel aragtirma yontem kitabinin oldugu goriilmiistiir. Kategorik olarak ayrilmadan énce bir biitiin olarak
kitaplara bakildiginda en fazla Niyazi Karasar'in Bilimsel Arastirma Yontemi kitabinin (n=15) o6nerildigi
goriilmistiir. Ardindan Hasan Simsek ve Ali Yildirnm’in Sosyal Bilimlerde Nitel Arastirma Yontemleri kitab1
(n=13) ve W. Lawrence Neuman’'in Toplumsal Arastirma Yontemleri: Nicel ve Nitel Yaklasimlar kitabinin
(n=12) 6nerildigi tespit edilmistir. Ul programlarindaki bilimsel yontem derslerinde %36 oraninda en fazla
Sosyal Bilimlerde Arastirma Yontemleri kategorisine yonelik kitap onerildigi goriilmiistiir. Bu kategoride W.
Lawrence Neuman’in kitabi en fazla 6nerilen kitaptir. Genel Arastirma Yontemleri kategorisine %28 oraninda
bir yonelim vardir. Bu kategoride Niyazi Karasar’in kitabi en fazla 6nerilen kitaptir. Nitel Arastirma Yontemleri
kategorisine %15 oraninda bir egilim vardir. Bu kategori i¢inde en fazla 6nerilen kitap Hasan Simsek ve Ali
Yildirim’in kitabidir. Nicel Arastirma Yontemleri kategorisine %7 oraninda yogunlagsma vardir. Bu kategoride
daha ¢ok John W. Creswell ile birlikte Elif Kus'un kitab1 6nerilmistir. Ayn: zamanda Saim Kaptan ve Seref
Kalaycr'nin kitaplar1 da nicel kategorisinde onerilen kitaplardir. Karma Arastirma Yontemleri kategorisine
yonelik %1 oranda bir yigilim s6z konusudur ve Creswell’in kitab1 6nerilmistir. Siyaset Biliminde Arastirma
Yontemleri kategorisine %12 oraninda bir yogunlagma vardir. Bu kategoride daha ¢ok Sandra Halperin ve
Oliver Heath’in kitab1 énerilmistir. Uluslararas: Iliskilerde Yéntem kategorisine %1 oraninda bir yogunlagma
oldugu goriilmiistiir. Bu kategoride Audie Klot ve Deepa Prakash’nin kitab1 dnerilmistir.

Oneriler

Kiiresel dlgekte bir literatiir taramasi yapildiginda hem biitiinciil olarak hem de tekil olarak Uluslararasi
lligkilerde ydntem konusuna uygun referans kitaplar mevcuttur. Ilk olarak, bilim felsefesi baglaminda
metodolojik ve arastirma yaklasimlarini ele alan kitap Patrick Thaddeus Jackson™un The Conduct of Inquiry in
International Relations bashkli kitabidir. Kitap bilim felsefesi yaklasimlarindan yola gikarak metodolojik
yaklagimlar1 Ul baglaminda ele almaktadir. Bilim felsefesi ve meta-teori baglaminda metodolojiye deginen bir
diger 6nerilebilecek kitap ise UT’de metodolojik cesitliligi tarihsel siire¢ icinde anlatan Fred Chernoff'un Theory
and Metatheory in International Relations baslikli kitabidir. Chernoff kitabi boyunca 6zellikle pozitivist ve
konstriiktivist metodolojinin UI’deki yerini detayli anlatmaktadir.

Ul’de yéntem konusuna biitiinciil yaklasan ilk kitap Cristopher Lamont’un Research Methods in International
Relations baslikli kitabidir. Kitap metodolojik yaklagimlar: tanimladiktan sonra nitel, nicel ve karma arastirma
yaklagimlari, bu yaklasimlarin desenlerini ve yontemlerini uluslararasi iliskiler disiplini 6zelinde anlatmis ve
ozgiin 6rneklerle caligmasini zenginlegtirmistir. UT’de yontem konusuna biitiinciil olarak yaklasan bir diger
kitap Luigi Curini ve Robert Franzese’nin editorliigiinde hazirlanan The Sage Handbook of Research Methods
in Political Science and International Relations baslikh kitabidir. Iki ciltten olusan bu kitap ¢ok genis bir
cerceveden arastirma yontemlerine yaklasir. Kitap i¢inde nitel, nicel ve karma arastirma yaklagimlarina ve
yontemlerine yer vermektedir. Ozellikler uluslararasi iligkiler ¢aligmalarinda kullanilan nicel ydntemler
konusunda genis bir anlatim sunmaktadir. Literatiirde bir diger kitap da R. Joseph Huddleston ve
arkadaglarinin editorliigiinde yazilan Handbook of Research Methods in International Relations baslikli
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kitabidir. Nitel, nicel ve karma arasgtirma yaklasimlari gergevesinde arastirma yontemleri ve araglar
anlatilmaktadir. Ozellikle uygulamalarla konu anlatimi detaylandirilmistir.

Diger kitap ise Guillaume Devin’in editorliigiinde hazirlanan Resources and Applied Methods in International
Relations baglikli kitab1 daha ¢ok nitel ve nicel aragtirma teknikleri gergevesinde icerige sahip bir kitaptir. Detlef
F. Sprinz ve Yael Wolinsky-Nahmias editorliigiinde olusturulan Models, Numbers, and Cases: Methods for
Studying International Relations kitab1 durum galismasi, nicel ve formel yontemlere odaklanmaktadir. Ayrica
Audie Klotz ve Cecelia Lynch’in Strategies for Research in Constructivist International Relations baslikl1 kitab1
konstriiktivist metodolojiye, Milja Kurki'nin Causation in International Relations: Reclaiming Causal Analysis
baslikl: kitabi nedensel analize ve Andrew Bennett ve Jeffrey T. Checkel editorligiinde olusturulan Process
Tracing: From Metaphor to Analytic Tool kitap uluslararas: iliskiler ¢alismalarinda siire¢ analizi yontemine
odaklanmaktadir. Ayrica Lura Roselle ve arkadaslarinin editorliigiinde Research and Writing in International
Relations baslikli kitab1 vardir. Kitap arastirma siireglerini biitiinciil bir sekilde almasa da temel seviyede
arastirma sorusu, literatiir taramas, analizin nasil yapilacagini ele almaktadir. Arastirma sonrasi aragtirmanin

nasil yazilacagi da bu kitap detayli anlatiimaktadir.

Sonug

Bu ¢aligma Tiirkiye’de Ul lisansiistii programlarinda yer alan bilimsel aragtirma yontemleri derslerinde ana
kaynak olarak énerilen kitaplar1 aragtirmistir. Toplam 56 kitap tespit edilmis ve 56 kitap iginde 1 kitabin Ul
ozelinde yontem kitabi oldugu gériilmiistiir. Ders izlencelerinden elde edilen bulgular gostermektedir ki Ul
programlarinda verilen yontem derslerinde UI disiplinine 6zel yontem kitap &nerisi ok diisiik seviyededir.
Onerilen en fazla kaynak genel arastirma yontemleri kategorisi icinde Niyazi Karasar’in kitabidir. Fakat bu
kitap uluslararasi iliskiler arastirmalar1 igin degil genel yontem dersi igin giris mahiyetindedir. Disipline 6zel
dinamik bir 6grenme siireci icin kitap onerileri gelistirilmelidir. Literatiir taramasi sonras1 Tiirkge telif eser
olmamasi da bir eksikliktir. Sonug olarak bu arastirma araciligiyla programlarda okutulmasi gereken kitaplarin
neler olabilecegi ortaya ¢ikarilmistir. Metodolojinin daha iyi anlagilip aktartilmasi i¢in ders izlencelerinde
kaynaklarin gesitlendirilmesi elzemdir. Gelecek calismalarda ders izlencelerinde 6nerilen makaleler iizerine
analizler yapilabilir ve giincel makaleler ders izlencelerine konulmak iizere dnerilebilir.

Ozgiin Deger

Uluslararast iliskiler ¢aliymalarinin yiiriitiilmesini saglayacak en énemli unsurlardan birisi yontem bilgisidir.
Uluslararas: iligkilere dair konularda arastirmacilarin nasil arastirma yapmasi gerektigine yonelik bilgiler
sunmak daha kaliteli yayinlarin yapilmasini saglayacaktir. Bu ¢alisma bilimsel yontem derslerinde okutulan
kitaplar1 ele almakta ve Ul disiplini 6zelinde derslerde hangi kitaplarin énerilmesi gerektigine yonelik
tavsiyeler sunmaktadir. Bu haliyle ¢alisma uluslararast iliskilerde yontem literatiiriinde bir ilki temsil ettiginden
ozgiin olarak degerlendirilebilir. UT disiplinine 6zel yontem kitaplar1 énermek galigmanin bir diger amacidir.
Ul disiplini 6zelinde bilimsel yontem ders izlencelerini giincellemek isteyen ders yiiriitiiciileri ve disiplin
ozelinde yontem konusunda uzmanlasmak isteyen arastirmacilar bu ¢alismadan faydalanabilir. Bu ¢alisma
¢iktilar1 Tiirkiye’de Ul disiplini ve yontem 6gretimini artirmay1 ve derinlestirmeyi amaglayan dgreticiler igin
faydali olacaktir.

Aragtirmaci Katkisi: Emrah Utku GOKCE (%100).
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