
مقالات

Studies on the religion of Islam in the West did not appear out of nowhere, but 
emerged with the effect of researches on the origins and sources of religions, which gradually 
increased since 16th century. Therefore, it is essential to have a good grasp of the researches on 
the sources of religions in general, monotheistic religions in particular, in order to analyze stud-
ies on Islam both in the past and present. In this article, it has been tried to draw a general 
framework of scientific methods and philosophical views that form the basis of the studies on 
the origin and sources of the monotheistic religions, which started in the 16th century and in-
creased gradually with the Enlightenment thought. The subject is discussed within the frame-
work of five titles: Progressivism, Origin of Religions, Evolution of Religions, the Birth and 
the Development of Chronology and Archaeological Sciences, and the Historical Critical 
Method. Besides, the reflections of these ideas in Islamic Studies in the West are also men-
tioned where necessary












































