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internet ve kisisel elektronik cihazlarin kullaniminin yayginlasmasiyla beraber dijital diinya
daha 6nce hig olmadigi kadar genislemis ve giinliik hayattaki yerini saglamlastirmistir. Dijitalin bu
sekilde merkezi bir rol kazanmasi sosyal bilimlerin ilgisini ¢ekmis ve bu dogrultuda internet
calismalari ya da dijitale yénelik arastirmalar son yillarda hiz kazanmistir. internetin, kullanima
sunuldugu ilk yillarda tartisildigr gibi gegici bir safha niteligi tagimadigi artik agiktir. Dijital diinyaya
dair ilging bir karsilasma noktasi ise dijital diinyada yer alan dindir. Heidi Campbell ve Ruth
Tsuria’nin editorligind yaptigr Digital Religion: Understanding Religious Practice in Digital Media
kitabi (Dijital Din: Dijital Medyada icra Edilen Dini Pratikleri Anlamak), 20’den fazla yazarin katki
sundugu, bu konuda yayimlanmis kapsamli calismalardan biridir.

2022 yihinda yayimlanan Digital Religion kitabinin temel amaci ve ortaya ¢ikis noktasi, dijital
din ¢alismalar (digital religion) adi altinda yeni bir alanin olusumu ve gelismesine katki sunmaktir
(Campbell ve Tsuria, 2022, s. 7). Bu amag dogrultusunda Digital Religion’in, internette yer alan dinin
(religion online) internet disindaki geleneksel dinden (offline) farkli dinamiklere sahip oldugu ve
bu gercek dikkate alinarak incelenmesi gerektigi kabuliinden hareket ettigini séyleyebiliriz. Bu
farkliigin internette yer alan din gibi bir ifade yerine dijital din kavramiyla belirtiimesinin nedeni ise
yazarlara gore dijital dinin, geleneksel dinin internetteki basit bir yansimasi olmaktan ¢ok dini
olanin kapsamina katki sunacak bir nitelik tasimasidir (Campbell ve Tsuria, 2022, s. 5).

Digital Religion’in ilk baskisi Digital Religion: Understanding Religious Practice in New Media
Worlds (Dijital Din: Yeni Medya Diinyalarinda icra Edilen Dini Pratikleri Anlamak) adiyla 2012 yilinda
yayimlanmistir. Digital Religion, ilk baskida oldugu gibi 3 ana bdlimden olusmaktadir ve icerik
olarak ilk baskiyla blyiik oranda 6rtiismektedir. Kitabin birinci bélimiinde dijital din konusunda
6ne cikan tema ve arastirma basliklari incelenmektedir. Bu basliklar su sekildedir: din(in tanimi),
ritiel, kimlik, topluluk, otorite, bedenlesme (embodiment). Birinci baskida yer alan hakikilik
(authenticity) bolimi yerine ikinci baskida bedenlesme bélimi eklenmistir. Bu bolim biyiik
oranda arastirma basliklaryla alakali kavramsal ve kuramsal ¢erceve sunmaktadir fakat bunu
yaparken yazarlar, konuyla ilgili olgular ve tarihsel/go6rgiil verilerden ustaca yararlanmayi basarmis,
bu basliklara dair literatiirtin tarihsel gelisimine yer vermis ve bu basliklar altinda gerceklestirilecek
calismalar igin ileriye doniik 6neriler sunmustur.

Kitabin ikinci béliminde ise her ana temaya dair iki 6rnek vaka incelemesi yer almaktadir.
Bu vaka incelemeleri islam, Hristiyanlik, Kore Budizmi gibi cesitli diinya dinlerini konu almaktadir
ve birkag istisna hari¢ ikinci baskida tamamen yenilenmistir. Bu calismalara 6rnek vermek
gerekirse Sam Han, Giliney Kore’deki Budist tapinaklarinda kalan Koreli ve yabanci turistlerin, bu
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konaklamalarini video blog olarak ¢ekerek YouTube’da yaymlamalarini incelemis ve tapinak
konaklamalarinin (templestay) kadim bir dini gelenegi sekiiler bir cehrede yeniden yorumladig,
konaklamalarin modernite ve sehir hayatinin sorunlarindan kagis imkani sundugu sonucuna
ulagsmistir (Campbell & Tsuria, 2022, s. 123). Bu bolimde yer alan bir baska calismada John W.
Borchert, O Ejderha, Kanser (That Dragon, Cancer) adh video oyunundaki dini temalari, oyunun
gelistirilme siirecini de kapsayacak sekilde incelemis ve bir vasat olarak bu video oyununun dini
anlami aktarmada nasil kendine 6zgii yontemler kullandigini géstermistir (Campbell ve Tsuria,
2022, s. 142). Son olarak Hananel Rosenberg ve Menahem Blondheim’a ait, israil’deki ultra-
ortodoks Yahudi cemaati liderinin cep telefonlariyla miicadelesini konu alan c¢alismadan
bahsedebiliriz (Campbell ve Tsuria, 2022, s. 195). Rosenberg ve Blondheim, cemaatin koser telefon’
uygulamasinin teolojik arka planini incelemistir. Bu ¢alisma, koser olmayan akilli cep telefonu
kullananlara karsi cemaatin uyguladig sosyal yaptirimin ardinda, bu dini clirmiin yani su¢un aslinda
sosyal bir cliriim niteligi tasimasinin yattigini bulmustur. Gorilebilecegi gibi vaka calismalart konu
agisindan oldukga ¢esitlidir ve hepsi kendine 6zgu bir bakis acisi sunmaktadir.

Kitabin son bélimu olan Gclinct bolim, ilk iki bélimde ortaya konulan yaklasimlar ve
arastirma sirecgleri hakkinda genel degerlendirmeler iceren (¢ yazidan olusmaktadir. Bu
bélimdeki ilk yazi, din ve yeni medyaya iliskin 6ne ¢ikan yaklasimlar ve teorileri 6zetlemektedir.
Bu teoriler, McLuhan ve Meyrowitz’e ait medya ekolojisi teorisi, Lynch, Meyer ve Hoover’a ait
medyalasma (mediation) teorisi, Hjarvard, Lundby ve L&vheim’in gelistirdigi medyalastirma
(mediatization) teorisi ve son olarak Campbell’e ait teknolojinin sosyal olarak sekillendirilmesi
teorisidir (Campbell ve Tsuria, 2022, s. 235). Bu bélimdeki ikinci yazi, din ve yeni medya calisan
arastirmacilarin karsilasabilecegi etik sorunlar irdelemekte ve birtakim o6neriler sunmaktadir.
Uclincii yazida ise teoloji ve yeni medya iliskisi, Hristiyan kiliselerin teknoloji ve internete bakis agisi
ve bunlan kullanma sekilleri tizerinden incelenmistir. Bu bélimdeki c¢alismalar 6rnek vaka
calismalarinin aksine Hristiyan merkezli bir cerceveye sahiptir.

Dijital din konusunda dikkat c¢eken hususlardan birisi dijital dinin, dijital diinya disinda yer
alan geleneksel dinlerle iliskisidir. Bu kitapta kabul edildigi sekliyle dijital din, internet disindaki dini
yapi ve eyleyicileri destekleyen veya onlarla rekabet eden bir yapi arz eder (Campbell ve Tsuria,
2022, s. 6). Dijital din, internet disindaki dini yapi ve eyleyicileri desteklemektedir ctinkd dijital din,
internet disinda varligini ytizlerce hatta binlerce yildir siirdiiren dinlere, yeni mensuplar kazanma
ya da hali hazirdaki mensuplariyla baglarini giiclendirme imkani saglar. Bunun yaninda dijital din
geleneksel dinlerle rekabet halindedir ¢linkii belirli yonlerden geleneksel dine alternatifler
sunmaktadir. Alternatifler, dini icerik tireten ve/veya internet lizerinden takipci kitlesi kazanan yeni
sahsiyetlere ve yeni dini dislincelere/akimlara alan agma seklinde tezahiir eder. Bu ikili durum,
geleneksel dini kurum ve yapilarin dijital diinyaya karsi tavrinin ne oldugu sorusunu giindeme
getirmektedir ki bu soru, Digital Religion’in irdeledigi sorulardan biridir.

Digital Religion birden fazla temel arastirma sorusunu irdelemektedir. Ornegin, internet
disindaki geleneksel din dijital diinyada nasil yer alir ve din dijital diinyada yasanmaya basladigl
takdirde herhangi bir degisime ugrar mi? Bu bakimdan dijital diinya dini gelenek ve yapilar, ayni
sekilde dini faaliyetler de dijital diinyay! nasil etkilemektedir? Dindarlar dini kimliklerini dijital
ortamda nasll icra etmektedir? internette icra edilen dinin internet disindaki dine etkilerinden
bahsetmek miimkiin midiir? internete 6zgii dini gruplar hatta dinler mevcut mudur, eger
mevcutsa nasil bir yapiya sahiptir? Geleneksel dini kurum ve yapilarin dijital dine karsi tutumlar ve
internetteki faaliyetleri nelerdir? (Campbell ve Tsuria, 2022, s. 7)

Digital Religion, ele alinan olgular ve yararlanilan veriler acisindan diinyanin cesitli toplum ve
kiltlrlerini kapsamaktadir. Bu acidan kitap, Bati merkezli dar bir perspektif sunmaktan
kacmnabilmis olsa da kitabin genel catisini olusturan teorilerin Bati merkezli oldugu goéze
carpmaktadir. Bu da bu teorilerin Bati disi toplumlardaki gecerliligi ve bu toplumlara
uygulanabilirligi sorusunu giindeme getirmektedir. Ornegin dijital din kavrami Tiirkiye icin gecerli
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midir yani Tirkiye’deki dijital ortamda yer alan din, kendine ait bir kategori olusturacak kadar
geleneksel dinden aynsmig midir? Ya da dijital ortamda yer alan din, geleneksel dinin yeni bir
mecrada farklilik géstermeden yeniden var olmasi seklinde mi degerlendirilmelidir? Bunun yaninda
bu kitapta mistakil bir metot bélimii ya da yazisi olmamasi bir eksiklik olarak degerlendirilebilir.
Nitekim dijital arastirmalar veya internet arastirmalarinda veri toplamak ve veri analiz etmek icin
kullanilabilecek metot ve yontemlerin ayri bir yazida sunulmasi hem kitapta yer alan bélimlerin
daha iyi anlasiimasini saglayabilir hem de okuyucular/arastirmacilar icin yol gosterici olabilirdi.
Ayrica kitapta zaman zaman anlamay: zorlastiran ve anlami muglaklastiran dil bilgisi hatalan
bulundugu gériilmektedir.

Yukarida yer alan arastirma sorularindan da anlasilabilecegi tizere Digital Religion, din ve yeni
medya/internet hakkindaki akla gelebilecek ¢cogu arastirma konu ve bashgini incelemektedir. Bu
ac¢idan Digital Religion’in, bu alanda calisanlarin habersiz kalamayacagi bir ¢alisma niteligi tasidigini
sdylemek mUmkindir. Bunun yaninda bu kitap, dijital diinya ve din calismalarina yeni dahil olacak
arastirmacilar ve bu alan hakkinda bilgi edinmek isteyen okuyucularin basvuracagr temel
kaynaklardan birisidir. Nitekim Digital Religion, boélimleri arasindaki koordinasyon iyi kurulmus, bu
alandaki temel konulari kapsayan ileride gerceklestirilecek ¢alismalara tavsiyeler sunan kolektif bir
calismadir.

Kaynakga
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Son Notlar

' Koser, bir driini tiketmenin ya da kullanmanin Yahudi hukukuna uygun olup olmadigini ifade eden bir
kavramdir. Genelde yiyecek ve icecekler icin kullanilan koser kavrami burada cep telefonuyla birlestirilerek
Yahudi hukukuna uygun olan ya da uygun olmayan cep telefonlarint ayirt etmek icin kullaniimistir.
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The extensive adoption of personal electronic devices and the Internet has contributed to
an unprecedented expansion and consolidation of the digital world within the fabric of daily life.
The prevalence of the digital world in contemporary society has piqued the interest of social
scientists, resulting in a growing momentum in research on the digital and the internet in recent
years. It is now evident that the internet has surpassed its initial perception as a temporary
phenomenon, as discussed during its early stages. One of the interesting things about the digital
world is its relationship with religion and religious practice. In this vein religion in the digital world
presents an intriguing subject of inquiry. Digital Religion: Understanding Religious Practice in Digital
Media, edited by Heidi Campbell and Ruth Tsuria, is one of the most comprehensive works
published on this subject, with contributions from over 20 authors.

Digital Religion aims to foster and advance the development of a nascent field called digital
religion studies (Campbell & Tsuria 2022, p. 7). It is premised on the notion that religion in the
online context operates with distinct dynamics from its traditional/offline counterpart, and should
be examined accordingly. The rationale behind using the term "digital religion" instead of an
expression such as "religion on the internet" is that, as argued by the authors, digital religion is
peculiar so much so that it expands the scope of religious practice, rather than merely reflecting
traditional religion in the digital realm (Campbell & Tsuria 2022, p. 5).

The first edition of Digital Religion was published in 2012 with the title, Digital Religion:
Understanding Religious Practice in New Media Worlds. In the second edition, Digital Religion
maintains a tripartite structure, largely retaining the content of the first edition. The first part of
the book focuses on the key themes and research areas in digital religion, including religion, ritual,
identity, community, authority, and embodiment, and provides a conceptual and theoretical
framework for these research areas. Notably, the second edition replaces the authenticity section
with an embodiment section. This part provides a conceptual and theoretical framework for the
research topics, skillfully integrating relevant historical and empirical data. The authors also offer
a comprehensive review of the literature on these topics and insightful suggestions for future
research.

In the second part of the book, the authors present two case studies for each of the
aforementioned themes, covering various world religions such as Islam, Christianity, and Korean
Buddhism. The case studies have been entirely revised and updated in the second edition, with a
few exceptions. One such study is Sam Han's examination of vlogs posted on YouTube by Korean
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and foreign tourists who recorded their experiences while staying at Buddhist temples in South
Korea. Han concludes that temple staying offers an opportunity to escape from the problems of
city life (Campbell & Tsuria, 2022, p. 123). Another study in this part, by John W. Borchert, explores
the religious themes in the video game That Dragon, Cancer, including the game's development
process and its use of unique methods to convey religious meaning (Campbell & Tsuria, 2022, p.
142). Lastly, Hananel Rosenberg and Menachem Blondheim's study examines the ultra-Orthodox
Jewish community in Israel and its struggle with mobile phones. The authors investigated the
theological background of this community's kosher phone practice and found that the social
sanction imposed against non-kosher smart mobile phone users is, in fact, a social sanction. The
case studies in this part cover a diverse range of subjects and provide unique perspectives on
each theme.

The final part of Digital Religion comprises three articles that provide overarching
evaluations of the research approaches adopted in the first two parts. The initial article
synthesizes the most notable theories and approaches to religion and new media, including
McLuhan and Meyrowitz's media ecology theory, the mediation theory proposed by Lynch,
Meyer, and Hoover, the mediatization theory by Hjarvard, Lundby and Ldévheim, and the social
shaping of technology theory presented by Campbell. (Campbell & Tsuria, 2022, p. 235). The
second article examines the ethical dilemmas that researchers focusing on religion and new
media may face and suggests potential solutions. In the third article, the Christian perspective on
technology and the internet is analyzed by exploring how Christian churches employ these tools.
Notably, the studies included in this section adopt a Christian-centric framework as opposed to
the case studies included in the second part.

A notable aspect of digital religion is its relationship with traditional/offline religions. As
argued in this book, digital religion either supports or competes with offline religious structures
and actors (Campbell & Tsuria, 2022, p. 6). Digital religion may serve to bolster the efforts of
offline religious structures and actors, by providing new avenues for recruitment and community-
building, as well as enhancing the engagement and connectivity of current members. Conversely,
digital religion may also offer alternative pathways to traditional religious practices, by enabling
the emergence of new religious personalities and ideas that gain traction and followers through
online platforms. The intricate interplay between digital religion and offline religious structures
and actors, which is explored in Digital Religion, prompts significant inquiries about the stance of
traditional religious institutions and actors towards the digital realm.

Digital Religion addresses a range of key research questions. Among these, a key focus is on
how religion is practiced and experienced in the digital realm. Specifically, whether and how the
move towards digital platforms is influencing religious practices and beliefs is explored in Digital
Religion. Moreover, the impact of digital technology on traditional religious institutions and
structures, and the ways in which digital religion is affecting offline religious identities and
practices are examined. Another area of inquiry pertains to how individuals engage with their
religious identities online. How do people enact their faith in digital spaces, and to what extent
does this influence their offline religious practices? Furthermore, Digital Religion seeks to identify
and understand the nature of internet-based religious groups or even religions, and the extent to
which these groups may represent a distinct form of religious expression. Finally, Digital Religion
explores the perspectives and behaviors of traditional religious institutions and structures
towards the digital realm, including their engagement with members through digital platforms.

Digital Religion is a comprehensive exploration of diverse societies and cultures around the
world, utilizing various data sources and analytical approaches. Its sensitivity to diversity and
difference is evident in the diverse cultural backgrounds of the contributing authors. However,
despite its success in avoiding a narrow Western-centered perspective in this respect, the theories
used in digital religion studies remain predominantly Western-centered. This raises important
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questions about the validity and applicability of these theories in non-Western societies. For
instance, can the concept of digital religion be applied to a Muslim culture? In the context of a
non-Western society, is the practice of religion in the digital environment distinct enough from
offline religion to warrant a separate category? Alternatively, can religion in the digital
environment be viewed as simply an extension of offline religion in a new medium? In addition to
this, the absence of a separate section or article on methodology can be viewed as a shortcoming.
Presenting the methods and techniques for collecting and analyzing data in digital research or
internet research in a separate article could enhance readers' understanding of the chapters in
the book and guide researchers in their work. Finally, there are grammatical and stylistic errors in
the text that occasionally obscure the meaning, making it challenging to understand.

The research topics covered in Digital Religion span a wide range of subjects related to
religion and digital, as demonstrated above. Therefore, it is fair to say that this work is a must-
read for scholars in this field. Moreover, it is an essential resource for researchers and readers
seeking to explore the intersection of religion and the digital world. Undoubtedly, Digital Religion
is a well-coordinated collaborative work that not only addresses crucial topics in this field but also
provides valuable suggestions for future research.
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