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New Christian Inscriptions from Saimbeyli in Southeast Cappadocia

ABSTRACT: The article presents four Christian inscriptions from the district Saimbeyli in South-
east Cappadocia. The inscriptions nos. 1-3 were found in the ruins of a church in Cumhurlu. No.
1 mentions the patrons of the church (Hagios Georgios and Eustathios). No. 2, erected by the
chorepiskopos Euplokos in fulfillment of a vow, contains an acclamation at the end. No. 3 is the
funerary inscription of a woman named Kalissora. It is composed as a dialogue between the
deceased woman (Kalissora) and the Virgin Mary. The last inscription was found in the neigh-
bouring village Civikli. It was part of the funerary monument of the deacon Georgius. Remains
of a church are also attested in the village.

KEYWORDS: Cappadocia, Saimbeyli, Christian dedications and epitaphs, Hagios Georgios,
Hagios Eustathios.

Today Saimbeyli is an administrative district in the northeastern part of the province of Adana. To this
district belong the villages of Cumhurlu and Crvikli, situated some 25-27 km southwest of the town of
Saimbeyli.! During the Roman imperial period this mountanous region belonged to the province of Cap-
padocia.? Saimbeyli was located in a strategically important area extending from central Anatolia to Cili-
cia.? The region acted as a gateway connecting north and south. This is most probably the reason why the
remains of Roman settlements are scarce in the region.* The constant risk of invasions, bandit attacks and
epidemics contributed to the fact that this region remained sparsely populated and that so far mostly
Christian church buildings have been discovered there. This article evaluates three inscriptions found in
the ruins of a church in Cumhurlu as well as the grave inscription of a deacon found in the locality Zoplar
near the village Civikl1.
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! Girginer 2005, 20.

2 See Takmer — Baz 2017, 181 with map showing the provincial borders between Cappadocia and Cilicia.

3 Girginer 2005, 20.

4 In general terms, the number of the settlements from the Roman period in the Saimbeyli region is low. The existing
settlements are small-scale settlements established in rural areas and consist mostly of burial structures. For example,

the tomb inscription of a local soldier from legio XII fulminata in Himmetli village was published by Takmer — Baz
2017, 176-187.
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4. Grave inscription of the deacon Georgius
An inscribed limestone lintel found in Zoplar locality of Civikli village. The remains of the tomb can be
seen on the left-hand side of the lintel. The lower inner side of the lintel is ornamented. The stone is
damaged in the centre bottom area. The lettering is of mediocre quality; the lines are straight and the
letters are deeply carved at equal intervals. The letters lean towards the left.

H: 040 m.; W: 1.01 m.; D: 0.38 m.; LH: 0.03-0.04 m.
Date: Late Antiquity. '

T Kopntipiy 1700 drokd-
2 vovu I'ewpyiov ivdukri-
ovie. T

«Cemetery of deacon Georgius in the fifth indictio. »

The word xowuntipiov was used in the meaning of a tomb.!® The owner of the tomb was the deacon
Georgius. It was one of the essential tasks of the deacons to take care of the poor and to establish welfare
facilities.?’ The administration of the municipal treasury, which was considered the property of widows
and orphans, was also part of their duties at times.?! The inscription was found on a slope. In the vicinity
we found a well-preserverd Roman tomb with no inscription (see Fig. 4). After a short walk across the
slope one reaches a church building (see Fig. 5) located on relatively flat land and featuring a floor mosaic
with an inscription probably dating from the 6th century (--- T@v kol kapropopodviwv ---).22 However,
neither the mosaic inscription nor any other inscription was seen during our research work there.
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Giineydogu Kapadokya’daki Saimbeyli’den Hristiyanlik Dénemine ait Yeni Yazitlar

Oz: Makale Kapadokya’nin giineydogusunda yer alan Saimbeyli’de bulunan ve Hristiyanlik dénemine

ait olan yeni yazitlari sunar. 1-3 numarali yazitlar Cumhurlu’daki kilise kalintilar1 arasinda bulunmustur.

1 no.lu yazit kilisenin sahipleri olan St. Georgios ve St. Eustathios’u anar. 2 no.lu yazit ise, Euplokos

adindaki khorepiskopos ‘un bir adagidir ve yazitin sonu bir aklamasyon (uzun yillar yasa) ifadesi ile son

bulur. 3. nolu yazit ise, Kalissora adindaki bir kadinin mezar yazitidir. Yazit rahmetli Kalissora ile Hz.

Meryem arasinda bir diyalog olarak sekillendirilmistir. Sonuncu yazit ise Cumhurlu kdyiine komsu olan

Ciwvikl’da bulunmustur. Diakon Georgius’un mezar anitina aittir. Bu kdyde aynmi zamanda kilise

kalintilarina da rastlanilmistir.

ANAHTAR SOZCUKLER: Kapadokya, Saimbeyli, Hristiyan dénemine ait adaklar ve mezar yazitlari, Hagios

Georgios, Hagios Eustathios.
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