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A Funerary Epigram with a Quotation from Odyssey I 4,
Found at the Junction of the Asian—Galatian Border

ABSTRACT: This paper presents a new funerary epigram recorded in Ozdenk village in Alpu
District, Eskisehir during the survey of 2019. The stone was brought from a place called Ayvali
in Belkese village nearby. Twenty-one lines of the inscription have survived, but are worn to a
certain extent and not completely legible. Interestingly, two verses are probably quoted from the
Odyssey. Other Homeric reminiscences are present throughout the text. The inscription praises
the virtues and deplores the ill fate of a deceased man who orphaned a son. It ends with an
imprecation in prose. The vocabulary, phrasing and contents may point to the same authorship
as in the case of two other verse epitaphs from the nearby imperial estate of the Choria Considi-
ana. The date of the inscription is probably the second half of the first or first half of the second
century C.E., based on parallels with other inscriptions from this area, and on the letter shapes.
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An epigraphic survey covering more than half of the province of Eskisehir in central Turkey has yielded
an abundance of new epigraphic evidence which provides information about the cultural and social status
of the inhabitants of Northeastern Phrygia. Among the evidence are a few epigrams found mostly in the
territory of the Choria Considiana.' The area covered by the survey lies between the cities of Juliopolis,
Dorylaion, Gordion and Amorion, and includes the imperial estate of the Choria Considiana as well as
the cities of Colonia Germa and Pessinus, Akkilaion and Midaion.?

Most recently, a grey marble altar with an inscription of 21 lines was recorded at a gas station in Ozdenk
village located to the northeast of Alpu District during Survey 2019 (Figures 1-2). The villager who is
the owner of the gas station informed us that he brought this stone along with two other similarly shaped
slabs from a place called Ayvali where they built a pond, in Belkese village, located a few kilometers
northwest of Ozdenk village. The findspot is located at the junction of the roads connecting the city of
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! Three epigrams in Calgak Roman necropolis, Giiney 2016: 132—134, 136137 nos. 34, 9; two fragmentary verse
inscriptions found in Mihali¢gik district, Gliney 2021: 69—70 nos. 7-8.
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it is particularly emphasized in the epitaph for Erate: mola yéveoig talyéong dn’ dvépog Elvoey, « What
birth swiftly separated her from her husband?» (tr. H. Giiney).?

1. 17: ®IAOZ YIOX . AAI — probably ¢ilog vidc (unless a personal name, e.g. Mnvéeidog vidc). The
phrase @iAog vidg is very popular in epic poetry, such as J7. 1T 564, XII 355, XIII 299, XIV 166, 338; XIX
326; XXIII 289; Od. 11 2, 17, 35, and many other places. It also sunk into the funerary poetry of Asia
Minor (Didyma: Rehm 1958, no. 537; Oren Mevkii in Abrettene: Schwertheim 1987, no. 177; Akgaviran
in Pisidia: SEG 26 1390).

1. 18: tvd’ dvédnkoa ypaghv — «I set up this image». One finds exactly this same phrase in an inscription
from Kios in Bithynia, Corsten 1985, no. 81: £v0dde tvd’ avédn|ka ypaeny onu<dv>topo. | TopBov / vidg
Ed|oepine, untépa | Ty 18y, / fic inteig edpeiv [1] | Totvopa, «I, son of Eusebia, set up this inscription
here as a tomb marker, to my own mother, if you want to know her name». However, it occurs there in
the mid-section of the hexameter. Here it is probably the latter half of a pentameter.

1I. 19-21: OX AE KAKQZXEI EIX [TO] | MNHMEION TOYTO I'ENEXETE [- - -] | A . QN KE
AKAIPONOMH[TOZ] - 6¢ 8¢ xakmoet €ic [t0] uvnuelov todto, yevicetan [kato 10 oduo | tladmv kal
axAnpovoun[tog], «The one who would mistreat this tomb, may he become suffering on his body, and
without heirs.» The passage contains an imprecation against potential violators of this tomb. The restora-
tion is, admittedly, hypothetical, but we have reasons to suppose that the violators are threatened with
body pain and having no heirs. This is because the first word in line 1 contains the letters AGQN and is
expected to occur in the nominative case. Hence, this is probably a participle, and we have a parallel for
the use of aorist participle Ta@dv in a similar context in one of the imprecations of Iasos, restored by
Louis Robert as follows: [£0v 8¢] Ti¢ &tepog Pirdontot Odyon tiva ic Todto 10 pvnueiov, kad’ S[Aov 10
odua] | [rlabwv petordporto, éndpatog 8¢ Eotm mapa. tolg kotayboviowg daiuo[ot], «If someone else
would use violence to bury someone in this tomb, may he be punished having suffered on his whole body,
and may he be cursed among the chthonic gods.» (Robert 1963, 325-327 no. 32 (esp. p. 327) = Bulletin
épigraphique 1964, 466). Robert offers a short discussion of the derivatives of mdoy® in imprectations.
Further parallels are collected in Strubbe 1997. A curse of childless death (8tekvog dAltan / dmoBdvor /
androrto) is mentioned (see nos. 172, 285, 292bis). There is also only one curse with the verb xaxdém (no.
6 — Parion in Troas: 6 kak®cog TV | eikéva un Addv | tov “HAwov, GAAG mdbv & kai adth, «The one who
would have mistreated the statue, may he see no Sun, but suffer the same as she did»). The indicative
future form yeviiceton is also recorded (no. 9 — Kyzikos in Mysia).
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Asia-Galatia Simir Kavsagindan Odyssea I 4’ii Alintilayan Bir Mezar Epigram:

Oz: Bu Makalede 2019 yili epigrafik yiizey arastirmalari sirasinda Eskisehir 1li Alpu Ilgesi Ozdenk
Koyii’'nde kaydedilen yeni bir mezar epigrami incelenmistir. Tas, komsu Belkese Koyli Ayvali Mev-
kii’nden getirilmistir. Yazitin yirmi bir satir1 kismen korunmus olup asinmalardan dolay: tiimiiyle okuna-
mamaktadir. Siirde Odysseia’dan iki misranin alintilanmis oldugu tespit edilmistir. Metin boyunca Ho-
meros’a bagka gondermeler mevcuttur. Epigram, bir oglunu yetim birakan merhum bir adamin erdemle-
rini dvmekte ve kotii kaderine iiziilmektedir. Yazit, diizyazi bir beddua formiilii ile bitmektedir. Choria
Considiana imparatorluk arazisinde ele gelen diger iki mezar epigraminda oldugu gibi, kelime dagarcigi,
ifade tarz1 ve igerikler ayni yazara isaret etmektedir. Yazit, bu bolgedeki diger yazitlarla paralellikler
gostermekte ve harf sekillerine gére muhtemelen MS 1. ylizyiln ikici yarisina ya da 2. yiizyiln ilk yari-
sina tarihlenmelidir.
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Fig. 1. Marble altar in the gas station in Ozdenk





