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A Hellenistic Decree from Apollonia under Salbake

ABSTRACT: The author identifies a fragmentary honorific decree in the Archaeological Museum
of Denizli-Hierapolis as the upper part of a long-known Hellenistic decree from Apollonia under
Salbake in honour of the ambassador Pamphilos, dating shortly after 188 BC. The author pro-
poses various new readings and restorations to the text of the upper part of the decree.
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In 2008, Francesco Guizzi published the upper part of a Hellenistic honorific decree of unknown prove-
nance, now in the Archaeological Museum of Denizli-Hierapolis.! The decree, in honour of a certain
Pamphilos son of [.]Jeogenes, is inscribed on a block of white marble, complete at left, right and above
(and perhaps below). The face of the stone, particularly the lower left-hand part, is badly worn and ex-
tremely difficult to read (Figure 1). Guizzi gives the dimensions of the stone as H. 0.425m, W. 0.51m,
Th. 0.24m (letter-height 0.015m). Guizzi prints the following text:

[..JaBwoc Apiotopdyov I'A[kavo]g Atoyé-
vov Mnv[a]g Atovuciov [ein]ov- énel Idpeiio[q]
[.]Jeoyévou tdv molMT@dv Gvnp KoAOg Kol dyo-
[00¢] kal &€ apyiic @V [kplatictov nhmtg
5 [ye]véuevog npdg mAiiota ASTAKAN[.INIZQN
v adtév AIAT]...]A[..]JETQ[..]OTO .
. QNA . othioar AITAITAY[..]INTANEIANIIOJ...]
M[..JEYMQJINTTA[JIT[.]Z[... ISAINEY[.]IP[..]
ONAHMOZ[.JATIOK ATAI[..JIEX[...JASITY. ]
10 [...]OAIAL.JEI[ - - c.11 - - ] KAIYTIO...]
[ -c.7-A[LJIZT[..]JZ[..] éyydvol.] xopnydv [..]

[------ cl5------- IN[...]JmoAtdV Thg 7t
[------- c.20-------- JTANHTHX TQN
[------- c20-------- Jaoduevoc. vac.
15 [JSIA[------- o)) P I=TOY].....]
[mcmmccmeoaoe %) ]

This inscription has attracted little attention since its first publication. It is in fact the upper part of a decree
of Apollonia under Salbake in honour of the ambassador Pamphilos, dating shortly after 188 BC, the
lower part of which was published in 1954 by Louis and Jeanne Robert in their magisterial corpus of the
inscriptions of the Tabai plateau.” As will be clear from comparison of Figures 1 and 3, the lettering of
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I'F. Guizzi, in Ritti ef al. 2008, 64—7, no. 13 (SEG 58, 1548; briefly noted by P. Hamon, BE 2010, 511).
2 Robert and Robert 1954, 303-12, no. 167 (Ma 2002, 36971, no. 48); Kaye 2022, 65-7.
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Lines A5-6: The verb kavovilm seems not to appear elsewhere in Hellenistic epigraphy, but the construc-
tion (kavovilewv T Tpdg Tiva, ‘regulate x by reference to ) is perfectly standard: compare e.g. the Letter
of Aristeas 168, mpocunedeifapév ool 51611 dvta kekovovioTan mpog dikatocvvny, ‘we have shown you
that everything has been regulated by reference to justice’; Lucian, How to Write History 9, mp0g t0. Eneito
KovovieTéov T0 Totadto, ‘(praises) of this kind must be regulated by reference to the future’. In the middle
of line A5, the reading mp0Og mAiota dpioto is not quite certain. The pi, tau, and alpha of Thicta are clear;
the second letter of the word could be either an alpha or a lamda; this is followed by a vertical stroke, and
then apparently a letter with a lower horizontal. ndvto seems incompatible with the traces on the stone.
Lines A6-7: Compare Robert 1945, no. 11 (Sinuri, Hellenistic), lines 3-5: npotebeipévog nd thg dpyig
gmndedey 1o kdAMota Kol TS T@V Tpoydvav dpethic dElo tpdocmy, (NAmTAG Te TdV dploTov yelveta,
LKyme 13 (decree for Archippe, second century BC), lines VII.18-19, tfic tdv npoydvav ddéng déa
npdocovca.

Lines A7-9: We should take the dative ndot toic n[oM]tong in line A8 closely with avepdy in line A7:
compare e.g. I.Priene? 64 (decree for Moschion), lines 60-61, t™v 1e TpOG TOVG yovels ebvolav
TPOAPOVUEVOG [TAGL pavepay kabt]oTdvar.

Lines A9-11: It is not clear whether these lines introduce the series of embassies undertaken by Pamphilos
which will be discussed at length in the first part of fragment B, or whether the reference is to other
liturgies performed or offices held at Apollonia; for the phraseology, compare e.g. I.Nordkarien 211 (Al-
abanda, decree for Pyrrha[-]), lines 19-20, mapoakindeic 0o Tod dM[pov] Tpodiume drfikovoey. At the
end of line A9, we are more likely to have [r]éAet 1[- -], or perhaps [- -Jo Agit[ovpy - -], than [T]oert[@V],
[m]oAeit[og] vel sim., since elsewhere in this text moAitng is always spelled with iofa only (lines A3, AS,
A12); I am unable to suggest a credible restoration.

Line A14: The letters XAXAMENOZ are clearly legible on the photograph; this must be the end of the
aorist participle of the verb otoydlopat, ‘aim at’, ‘have regard to’, a rare verb in Hellenistic honorific
epigraphy: compare IG II° 1, 1141 (late third century BC), lines 8-9, adtog kv tiig [tod 31 ]uov [xpleiog
otoyalbpevog; SEG 64, 492 (Doliche, 167 BC), line I11.26, mdvtag duag odv 6toxalopévong tod KoAdS
&yov[tog]; IG X 2.1, 4 (Thessalonike, 95 BC), lines 12-13, [ka]06Aov otoyald[p]evog €n ndot tod
npénovtog; L.Kyme 13 (decree for Archippe), lines VIL12-13, 100 tfig motpidog cvp@époviog
otoyoaopévn.
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Apollonia Salbake’den Bir Hellenistik Kararname

Oz: Denizli-Hierapolis Miizesi’nde korunan, kisa bir siire énce yayimlanan bir kararnamede Pamphilos

adinda bir el¢i onurlandiriimaktadir. Yazar, bu yazitin daha dnce yaymlanmis, Apollonia kentine ait bir
onurlandirmanin st kismi oldugunu tespit etmektedir. Makalede iki parga birlestirilmekte, boylece nere-
deyse tiimilyle korunmus metin yeni okuma ve diizeltme Onerileriyle bir arada sunulmaktadir. Apameia

Barisi’ndan kisa bir siire sonra, yakl. MO 188 yilinda kaleme alinmis olan metinde elginin memleketi igin

gosterdigi diplomatik gayretler dile getirilmektedir.
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