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Riet VAN BREMEN*

Stratonikeian Incerta.” L.Stratonikeia 1504: a fragment of a letter to the Chrysaoreis

ABSTRACT: An attempt is made here to reconstruct the text and to make sense of a tantalising
small Hellenistic fragment from Stratonikeia in Karia (I. Stratonikeia 1504). It is argued that the
fragment most probably belongs to a letter written by an agent of the Antigonid king Philip V to
the league of the Chrysaoreis and that it was inscribed in the sanctuary of Chrysaorian Zeus.
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The following fragmentary inscription from Stratonikeia was published by M.C Sahin, first in Epigraphica
Anatolica 41, 2008, 54-55, as no. 1 (with photograph) and subsequently in the third volume of his In-
schriften von Stratonikeia, 2010, as no. 1504.! It is now in the site depot at Stratonikeia where I saw it in
August 2014. The inscription was described by Sahin as follows: «Hellenistic fragment, found by the
previous excavation team in 1984. Broken slab of marble whose upper and right sides are original, and
there is a dowel hole at the upper face. In the mu-
seum depot at Stratonikeia. Available height 27 cm,
width 22 cm, thickness 20.5 cm, height of letters
1.1-1.6 cm.» The block must have come «from a
wall or structure» and Sahin thinks this may have
been the temple of Chrysaorean Zeus. He dated the
inscription, on letter forms, to ¢. 300-270 BC.

The text as given in I.Stratonikeia:

] pvnpostv[n
Ba]orevg kol T[
IYTHEENANEA[
4 ]c dvarteden|
10 dvtiypagov Snw[g
[Tt poa]ipéoet avarypd[yar
A10]¢ tod Xpocaop[iov]
8  unvogto]d TMovAaupov AE
L. 1: pvnpootv[n or pvApoow, S; 3: mpeoPelvtic,
BovAelvutic, [a]othic? S; 7-8: ‘probably dvoypd[wat
165¢ 10 yheiopa v Tt mopactddt tod vaod tod Ad]g &t
100 Xpuoaop[iov’ S. Fig. 1

* Prof. Dr. Riet van Bremen, Department of History, University College London, Gower Street, London WCI1E 6BT
(r.vanbremen@ucl.ac.uk).

** «Stratonikeia. Incertay is the heading in SEG 58 for nos. 1288—1290. I have tried to resolve the incertum no. 1289
(I.Stratonikeia 1505) as a dedication of a board of stratégoi in van Bremen 2020. No. 1290 (I.Stratonikeia 1506) is
likely to remain a challenge. My thanks go to Paola Ceccarelli, Roberta Fabiani, Patrice Hamon, Manuela Mari and
Poul Pederson for incisive comments, suggestions, and helpful information.

! There are no differences between the two publications either in the Greek text or in the commentary.
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——————————————————————————————— 101G lgpo]uvnpooty v [
------------------- e.g. O Fypayev Nuiv 6 PBa]ohedg v kol [
------------------------------------- ]YTHSENANEA[
------------------------------------- ]¢ dvotéOecev

[Orotétaya 8¢ xai The mapd tod Paciréng ypageiong pot émetolfc 10 d]vilypagov Smo[g

[kaAdC av momcoute yneiedpevorl dicolovddg Tht Tod Pacidémg mpoalipéoet dvaypd[yot

[T V10 10D BacAémg EMGTOAMUEVOL - - - - - - - - - - £v Td1 iepdt toD A10]¢ To0 Xpuoaop[eiov
8 | T groug .. ... oV Kol £ikooto]d v ITavApov v dg[kdnt
vel dg[vtépan
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Stratonikeia incerta, I.Stratonikeia 1504: Khrysaoreis Birligine Yazilan Bir Mektubun Fragmam
Oz: Makalede Karia kenti Stratonikeia’da ele gecen ve daha dnce yayinlanmig resmi igerikli kiigiik bir
metin fragmani (I. Stratonikeia 1504) yeniden ele alinarak igerigine anlam kazandirilmaya c¢aligiimistir.
Yapilan incelemede bu metnin biiyiik olasilikla Antigonos Hanedanlig1 krali1 V. Philippos’un bir temsilcisi
tarafindan Khrysaoreis Birligi’ne yazilan bir mektuba ait oldugu ve s6z konusu birlige ait Zeus Khry-

saoreus tapmaginda kaleme alindig1 6nerilmektedir.
ANAHTAR SOZCUKLER: Stratonikeia, V. Philippos, Khrysaoreis Birligi, Olympikhos.

Figures

Fig. 1: 1. Stratonikeia 1504 (photo: Epigraphica Anatolica).
Fig. 2: 1. Stratonikeia details of the blocks (photos author).

Fig. 3: 1. Stratonikeia 4 (photo: flickr, IAS Identification Project 103); I. Labraunda 1 (photo Jonas
Crampa archive Uppsala, with thanks to P. Hellstrom).

Fig. 4: I.Stratonikeia 1418, frgs. » and ¢ (photo: Epigraphica Anatolica).

Fig. 5: 1.Stratonikeia 1418, frgs. a and d (photo: Epigraphica Anatolica).
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