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Riet VAN BREMEN 

Stratonikeian Incerta.** I.Stratonikeia 1504: a fragment of a letter to the Chrysaoreis  

ABSTRACT: An attempt is made here to reconstruct the text and to make sense of a tantalising 

small Hellenistic fragment from Stratonikeia in Karia (I. Stratonikeia 1504). It is argued that the 

fragment most probably belongs to a letter written by an agent of the Antigonid king Philip V to 

the league of the Chrysaoreis and that it was inscribed in the sanctuary of Chrysaorian Zeus. 
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The following fragmentary inscription from Stratonikeia was published by M.Ç Şahin, first in Epigraphica 

Anatolica 41, 2008, 54–55, as no. 1 (with photograph) and subsequently in the third volume of his In-

schriften von Stratonikeia, 2010, as no. 1504.1 It is now in the site depot at Stratonikeia where I saw it in 

August 2014. The inscription was described by Şahin as follows: «Hellenistic fragment, found by the 

previous excavation team in 1984. Broken slab of marble whose upper and right sides are original, and 

there is a dowel hole at the upper face. In the mu-

seum depot at Stratonikeia. Available height 27 cm, 

width 22 cm, thickness 20.5 cm, height of letters 

1.1–1.6 cm.» The block must have come «from a 

wall or structure» and Şahin thinks this may have 

been the temple of Chrysaorean Zeus. He dated the 

inscription, on letter forms, to c. 300–270 BC.  

The text as given in I.Stratonikeia:  

             ] μνημοσύ̣ν[η 

         βα]σιλεὺς καὶ τ[ 

             ]ΥΤΗΣΕΝΑΝΕΑ[ 

4             ]ς ἀνατεθεικ[ 

      τὸ ἀ]ντίγραφον ὅπω[ς 

        [τῆι προα]ιρέσει· ἀναγρά[ψαι 

                  Διὸ]ς τοῦ Χρυσαορ[ίου] 

8      μηνὸς το]ῦ   Πανήμου    ΔΕ ̣

L. 1: μνημοσύν̣[η or μνήμοσιν, Ş; 3: πρεσβε]υτής, 

βουλε]υτής, [α]ὐτῆς? Ş; 7–8: ‘probably ἀναγρά[ψαι 

τόδε τὸ ψήφισμα ἐν τῆι παραστάδι τοῦ ναοῦ τοῦ Διὸ]ς 

τοῦ Χρυσαορ[ίου’ Ş.          Fig. 1          

 
 Prof. Dr. Riet van Bremen, Department of History, University College London, Gower Street, London WC1E 6BT 

(r.vanbremen@ucl.ac.uk). 

** «Stratonikeia. Incerta» is the heading in SEG 58 for nos. 1288–1290. I have tried to resolve the incertum no. 1289 

(I.Stratonikeia 1505) as a dedication of a board of stratēgoi in van Bremen 2020. No. 1290 (I.Stratonikeia 1506) is 

likely to remain a challenge. My thanks go to Paola Ceccarelli, Roberta Fabiani, Patrice Hamon, Manuela Mari and 

Poul Pederson for incisive comments, suggestions, and helpful information.   

1 There are no differences between the two publications either in the Greek text or in the commentary.  
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[- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -τοῖς  ἱερο]μνήμοσι̣ν v [ 

 [- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -e.g. ὡς ἔγραψεν ἡμῖν ὁ βα]σιλεὺς v καὶ τ[ 

 [- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -]ΥΤΗΣΕΝΑΝΕΑ[ 

4 [- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -]ς ἀνατέθεικ[εν 

[ὑποτέταχα δὲ καὶ τῆς παρὰ τοῦ βασιλέως γραφείσης μοι ἐπιστολῆς τὸ ἀ]ντίγραφον ὅπω[ς     

[καλῶς ἂν ποιήσαιτε ψηφισάμενοι ἀκολουθῶς τῆι τοῦ βασιλέως προα]ιρέσει ἀναγρά[ψαι 

[τὰ ὑπὸ τοῦ βασιλέως ἐπισταλμένα - - - - - - - - - - ἐν τῶι ἱερῶι τοῦ Διὸ]ς τοὺ Χρυσαορ[είου 

8 [- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - -  ἔτους  . . . . . ου καὶ εἰκοστο]ῦ v Πανήμου v δε̣[κάτηι

                                 vel δε̣[υτέραι  
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Stratonikeia incerta, I.Stratonikeia 1504: Khrysaoreis Birliğine Yazılan Bir Mektubun Fragmanı 

ÖZ: Makalede Karia kenti Stratonikeia’da ele geçen ve daha önce yayınlanmış resmi içerikli küçük bir 

metin fragmanı (I. Stratonikeia 1504) yeniden ele alınarak içeriğine anlam kazandırılmaya çalışılmıştır. 

Yapılan incelemede bu metnin büyük olasılıkla Antigonos Hanedanlığı kralı V. Philippos’un bir temsilcisi 

tarafından Khrysaoreis Birliği’ne yazılan bir mektuba ait olduğu ve söz konusu birliğe ait Zeus Khry-

saoreus tapınağında kaleme alındığı önerilmektedir. 

ANAHTAR SÖZCÜKLER: Stratonikeia, V. Philippos, Khrysaoreis Birliği, Olympikhos. 

Figures 

Fig. 1:  I. Stratonikeia 1504 (photo: Epigraphica Anatolica). 

Fig. 2:  I. Stratonikeia details of the blocks (photos author). 

Fig. 3:  I. Stratonikeia 4 (photo: flickr, IAS Identification Project 103); I. Labraunda 1 (photo Jonas 

Crampa archive Uppsala, with thanks to P. Hellström). 

Fig. 4:  I.Stratonikeia 1418, frgs. b and c (photo: Epigraphica Anatolica). 

Fig. 5:  I.Stratonikeia 1418, frgs. a and d (photo: Epigraphica Anatolica). 
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