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Bu ¢alisma XVIIL asir Osmanli cografyasinin 6nde gelen alim ve sufilerinden {brahim
Hakk: Erzurminin Hisnii'l-drifin min fiteni’z-zamén fi kiilli n (Her an ve zamanda
meydana gelen ve gelecek fitnelerden uzak duran ariflerin siginag hisar) adh risalesi-
nin, sekiz niishasi tizerinden tahkikli negrini ortaya koymayu ve literatiirdeki yerini tes-
pit etmeyi amaclamaktadir. Sirlarin ketmi/kegfi meselesini konu edinen risale tizerine
herhangi bir calismaya rastlanmamigtir. Makalede kaynak ve mevzularina da deginilen
risalenin Osmanh tasavvuf tarihindeki yeri belirlenmeye ¢aligilmis, ayrica telif sebe-
bi, ErzurGmi'nin hayat hikayesi baglaminda incelenmistir. Makalede, risaleye eklenen
manzumelerin edebi bir maksat giitmeyip didaktik bir rol tasidig: iddia edilmigtir.
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The Analysis and Critical Editon of Ibrahim Hakki Erzurumi’s Treatise Entitled

Hisn al-‘arifin min fitan al-zaman fi kulli dn

Abstract

This article provides an analysis and critical edition of Hisn al-@rifin min fitan al-zaman
fi kulli an by ibrahim Hakki: Erzurumi, one of the most esteemed Sufi scholars in the Ot-
toman Empire during the eighteenth century. It also seeks to locate the work—of which
eight copies have been found—in the literature. The treatise addresses the question of
preserving and disclosing secrets, one of the central themes of Sufism, and has not been
the topic of previous academic studies. The article attempts to determine the position of
the treatise in Ottoman Sufism’s history. Additionally, the purpose of its production has
been examined in the context of the author’s life story. On the other hand, it has been
argued that the poems added to the treatise have a didactic rather than literary purpose.
Keywords: Ottoman Sufism, ibrahim Hakk: Erzurumi, Sufi Secrets, Hikam.

The summary is at the end of the article.
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The Analysis and Critical Editon of Ibrahim Hakki Erzurumi’s Treatise Entitled

Hisn al-‘arifin min fitan al-zaman fi kulli an

Summary

Well known for his book Marifetname (Ma'‘rifat-name), Ibrahim Hakk: Erzurumi is one
of the leading scholars of eighteenth-century Ottoman thought. He has authored nine
qualified works similar to Marifetname in terms of volume and content. These works
are contained in majmi ‘as, which consists of various treatises.

Hisn al-‘arifin, which we have made as a critical edition, was written on the subject
of preserving both the outer and inner secrets and first found its way into Majmu‘at
al-ma‘ani. It is impossible to determine the exact date when the original work was au-
thored. However, accounting for the copy of Majmi‘at al-ma‘ani dated 1178 (1764-65)
that Erzurumi’s son Ismail Fehim Efendi copied, we can say that the treatise must have
been written before this date. Although Erzurumi does not explicitly state the moti-
vation behind writing the treatise, his disciple Avnikli Halil, whom he bestowed with
khilafat just after he had settled in Tillo and before authoring Majmii‘at al-ma‘ani, came
to Tillo and met with Erzurumi. Upon his return to Erzurum, Avnikli Halil wrote a
treatise called Maktab al-sir, where he claimed that these secrets were conveyed to him
by Ibrahim Hakk: Erzurumi. Erzurumi wrote a letter to his son, ismail Fehim Efendi,
decrying Avnikli on the treatise, which caused a reaction in the scientific gatherings in
Erzurum, probably due to shathiyyas (words of ecstasies) that were present in the trea-
tise and which required interpretation. In this letter, he declared that Awnikli had fall-
en from grace, presumably for uncovering the secret. Along with the letter, he also sent
his treatise, ‘Urwat al-Islam, which outlines the creed of Ahl al-sunna and his devotion
to it, to emphasize his loyalty to the shari‘a. Taking advantage of Awnikli’s disclosure
of the secret, Erzurumi also penned a treatise on the significance of keeping the secret.
As far as we can determine, the necessity of the salik (disciple) keeping the secret in the
aforementioned issues is frequently reminded in the works of the sufis starting from
Abi Nasr al-Sarraj. Erzurumi’s master, Ismail Fakirullah, also advised him to keep the
secret, especially the secrets about knowing Allah in the wisdoms he said to Erzurumi.
Relying on this tradition he inherited and guessing that Avnikli would reveal the secret,
Erzurumi also wrote such a treatise on keeping the secret. Since the first periods of the
history of sufism, advice and good guidance words of the sufis that can be considered
within the scope of “wisdom” can be found in the biographical literature called tab-
aqat and tarajim and in the works related to sufism. The “wisdoms” (hikam) literature
which consists of in separate works written either by the sheikh himself or by his stu-

dents-disciples, compiled from that sheikh’s conversations. The leading works of this
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genre are Raslan/Arslan al-Dimashqi’s (d. 541/1165) Risalat al-tawhid wa al-tasawwuf,
on which scholars like Zakariyya al-Ansari (d. 926/1520) and ‘Abd al-Ghani al-Nablusi
(d.1143/1731) have written commentaries, as well as the works of Ahmad al-Rufaf (d.
578/1182), Aba Madyan al-Ghawth (d. 594/1198), and Ibn ‘Ata Allah al-Iskandari (d.
709/1309) in the following period.

Erzurumi was influenced by thinkers such as al-Ghazzali, Ibn ‘Arabi, and Mawlana
al-Rami, who can be considered the founders of Ottoman thought. Considering the
history of Sufism in general terms, it can be observed in Erzurumi’s Majmu‘at al-‘ir-
faniyya that he benefited from many of the “wisdoms” (hikam) from the authors men-
tioned above. This influence shows that Erzurumi represents a link added to the chain
of knowledge carried down through the historical process. He studied the same texts
as his contemporary ulama, such as al-Nablusi, Niyazi-i Misri (d. 1105/1694), and Abu
Sa‘id al-Khadimi (d. 1176/1762), who were the bearers of the same tradition, the Otto-
man scholarly tradition. Nevertheless, he relayed the corpus of the “wisdoms” (hikam)
he inherited from his predecessors in a more detailed manner. Additionally, he wrote a
separate book, Hisn al-‘arifin, on the issue of keeping the secret that the previous ula-
ma (Islamic scholars) expressed in the “wisdoms” literature on a number of occasions.
Throughout the history of sufism, it has often been noted that divine secrets—espe-
cially those that the common people would find difficult to comprehend and that can be
understood only by the elite called siddig and mugarrabins—should be kept hidden. As
far as we can determine, no separate treatise is devoted to this subject other than this
treatise by Erzurumi. The publication of the work is valuable because it brings togeth-
er wisdom scattered in the works of predecessors on this subject and chronologically
presents the verses, the hadiths, and the words of the pious predecessors.
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