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An undiscussed issue in teaching Turkish grammar as a foreign language: -(I)k 
suffix 

Abstract 

Although grammar is not called a language skill in teaching Turkish as a foreign language, it is of vital 

importance especially for basic level learners in terms of introducing the structural features of 

Turkish. In this respect, while most of the rules of phonetic and morphological features of Turkish 

are taught at basic levels, the relationship between grammar and vocabulary teaching is considered 

as an approach that is frequently used. While learners come across words derived with the -(I)k suffix 

at almost every level, they do not encounter a grammar content related to the teaching of this subject. 

Whether the structure that is the subject of the study is a vocabulary or a grammar issue stands out 

as an important topic that needs to be discussed. The evaluation of the characteristics of the -(I)k 

suffix arising from its structural equivalents in Turkiye Turkish and considering it in terms of teaching 

Turkish to foreigners constitute the basis of the research. In this study, the words of Turkish origin 
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derived with the suffix -

Turkish for International Students teaching sets used in teaching Turkish as a foreign language were 

analysed by document analysis. As a result of the examination, 34 words were reached, one of which 

was a verb. The words in the relevant teaching sets were classified according to both their level and 

usage areas with content analysis. In the analysis carried out to ensure the reliability of the data, a 

reliability rate of 82% was obtained. In order to guide theorists and practitioners in the field, 

examples of achievement-based practices have been prepared in accordance with the levels of 

relevant suffix teaching, planned by spiral approach. 

Keywords: Teaching Turkish as a foreign language, grammar, -(I)k suffix 
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