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A review on Halil Hamid's novels 

Abstract 

Halil Hamid (Altay), who is one of the writers of both the Constitutional and Republican Periods, is 

especially known for his works on women and the family. The name of Halil Hamid, who wrote 

popular romance novels as well as children's stories and crime stories that he wrote after the 

Constitutional Monarchy, is not often found in literary histories. Halil Hamid, who has been teaching 

for many years and whose articles have been published in newspapers and magazines in addition to 

his translation and copyright works, is one of the neglected writers of the Constitutional Period. In 

this study, Halil Hamid's popular novels An Incomprehensible Woman and Undying Love and his 

long stories called Stolen Choker and Child Thief, which he wrote as part of the Small Police Detective 

Series, were examined. These works, which can be considered as examples of popular romance novels 

and crime novels that gained prevalence in the Constitutional Era, have not yet been transferred to 
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Latin letters. The impossible loves of romantic characters are described in romance novels, both of 

which are fictionalized with the possibilities of the genre of memorabilia. Among these works, The 

Incomprehensible Woman highlights the turmoil in the inner world of a platonic lover, while in 

Undying Love, the suffering of a teacher who falls in love with her student is taken as a subject.. In 

both novels, lovers face rivals, and the novels approach traditional love stories. Tarik, the protagonist 

of the Incomprehensible Woman, finds the solution in running away with romantic feelings, while 

Macit, the protagonist of Undying Love, is trapped between romanticism and realism. In this form, 

Undying Love can be considered as an original novel that deals with the conflict of romanticism-

realism. Halil Hamid's detective works, on the other hand, have more content aimed at children. In 

these stories, which tell about thirteen-year-old Feridun's tracking down thieves and helping the 

police, the author's teacher identity comes to the fore. 

Keywords: Halil Hamid, Constitutional Period, popular novel, crime story, romanticism 
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