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Abstract 

Russian writer Lev Nikolayevich Tolstoi overcomes a deep mental crisis in 1870s. The writer 

questions his life until that day, religion, morals and existence. Tolstoi, who tries to read the Bible in 

the first place, almost all the religious sources and philosophical classics within this period, asserts 

that the Russian Orthodox Church misinterprets the religious. Within these years, he openly passes 

his antichurch opinions in his works and writings. As a consequence of his daring critiques aimed at 

the church, the writer was excommunicated. Nevertheless, he clamorously persists to express his 
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thoughts. One of the most important religious-moral ideas, developed by Tolstoi referring to 

Matthew, John and Luke Gospels, was the principle of nonresistance to evil or not returning evil for 

evil. According to the writer, this principle, explicitly mentioned in the Bible, is ignored. Tolstoi 

defends that we should not resist any evil we experience but give over the action of judgment to God. 

In the context of the opinion based on the teaching anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them 

the other cheek also, the writer objects to penal law, death sentence and war. With the novel The 

Resurrection, published in 1899, the writer reveals degenerated moral values, social injustice, and 

misinterpreted religion of the society. Examining the religious-moral thoughts of Tolstoi, who has 

concentrated on moral themes in his works since 1880 year, is important in analyzing his works. 

Therefore, in this work the ideas of Tolstoi put forward within the frame of religion, belief and morals 

and the assertion of nonresistance to evil are conveyed and the novel The Resurrection is analyzed in 

the axis of the aforementioned thoughts. It is aimed to present the religious-philosophical opinions 

of the writer with the case of the novel The Resurrection, using the eclectic, biographic and descriptive 

methods. Consequently, in this work it is indicated that the mental resurrection of a human could be 

possible only if he forgives the o everything coming from God. 

Keywords: L. N. Tolstoi, religion, moral, favour, evil 
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