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Anahtar Kelimeler

 
 
Abstract 
The subject of this study is to analyze the relationship between 

terrorism and transnational organized crime theoretically and 
chronologically and through examples that gained importance in both 
national and international security arena after Cold War. The aim of this 

 
which suggested that terrorist organizations become also organized crime 

organizations, which become also organized crime organizations such as 
PKK will be presented. Drug trafficking, weapon smuggling, forgery, 
human trafficking, extortion and theft and cyber crimes are the organized 
crimes, which are committed often by terrorist organizations. This 
situation emphasizes the importance of need to development of national 
strategy for struggle against organized crime, while also forming national 
strategy to struggle against terrorism. The data in this study are gathered 
from comprehensive international literature review and actual national 
data of Turkey are based on primary data of General Directorate of 
Security Affairs. It is concluded that terrorist organizations has began to 
transform into organized crime organizations and the problem of 
financing terrorism has become much more important regarding the 
counter terrorism at tactical, operational and strategic level.  

Keywords: Terrorism, Financing Terrorism, Organized Crime, 
Transnational Crimes. 
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Summary 
In this article, the relationship between terrorism and transnational 

organized crime is analyzed. Financing terrorism by organized criminal 
activities has gained importance after Cold War period and has become 
important issue in both national and international security level of the 
countries. The main thesis of the article is that financial support of 
foreign states into terrorism is decreasing while financing terrorism 
through organized crime is increasing dramatically.  

There are some common motivations between terrorist groups 
and transnational organized criminals. Both groups commit the crimes 
in organized way, they use the same methods as pressure, force, 
violence and threats, they have a strong hierarchical structure and there 
is a kind of sanctions system among the members of organizations. 
Also both terrorist groups and organized criminals rapidly orientate 
themselves into technological changes and especially provide their 
staff from minority groups in the society. On the other hand, there is 
dissimilarity between transnational organized crime and terrorism. For 
instance, for organized criminals, fear and violence are instrumental, 
whereas fear and violence are main goals of terrorist organizations. 
Since main motivation of organized criminals is to gain money and to 
increase the profit, politics is an instrument for organized criminals; 
but since main motivation of terrorist groups is political power, 
economics is an instrument for terrorist activities.  

Drug trafficking, weapon smuggling, forgery, human smuggling, 
extortion and theft, cyber crimes and money laundering are organized 
crimes which are committed often by terrorist organizations. This 
situation emphasizes the importance of need to development of national 
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strategy for struggle against organized crime and terrorism together.  
In conclusion, the comprehensive fight strategy against terrorism 

requires a multi dimensional approach. In addition to political, economic, 
social, cultural, and military/police combating efforts with the terrorism, 
the vital approach is prevention of financing instruments of terrorism. The 
combat with transnational organized crime is very important in blocking 
financing of terrorism as a way of prevention of providing financial 
support to terrorist activities. 
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