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Pragmatic Linguistic Metaphor
In The Heritage Of Educational
Rhetoric: Descriptive Study

Abstract

The term “pragmatic metaphor” may seem unique, we will
reveal the uniqueness of the term and remove its oddness by
highlighting the pragmatic aspect of the communication langu-
age as its starting point and judging that language in analyzing
metaphor. We will shed the light on the adoption of utilization
concept in distinguishing between the forms of figurative me-
taphor by rhetoricians, which represents the highest and most
important of its types as well as in standing on the argumentati-
ve side and how they have made the range of usage depending
on reading the synecdoche. All these are what rhetoric is used
to bring together under the roof of the linguistic metaphor that
corresponds to the mental metaphor. The first is noticeable from
the language, and the other is understood by mind. We only read
the p2ragmatic metaphor in a specific area which is the heritage
of educational rhetoric, and in a more specific area which is the
linguistic metaphor. Educational rhetoric means what is found in
the theses of Al-Sakkaki in ‘Key to Knowledge’, which means
that we will refer to the work of his predecessor such as Al-Jarja-
ni, who his most important works were in “The secrets of rheto-
ric”, and ““ The evidence of Incapacitation “, as well as the works
of those who come after him such as: Ibn al-Nazim and Qazwini.
In the research, we adopted the descriptive approach; we read
the statements about metaphors and check the pragmatic dimen-
sions of that are represented in meaning, use, communication,
interpretation and understanding of its perceptual and cognitive
dimensions. We conducted this research on three investigations:
the first in the concept of metaphor and its sections in educatio-
nal rhetoric, the second in pragmatic figurative metaphor and the
last in pragmatic synecdoche.

Keywords: Educational rhetoric, metaphor, Synec-
doche, pragmatics, meaning, usage.

Egitim Retoriginde Pragmatik
Dilsel Metafor:
Betimleyici Bir Calisma

Oz

Terim olarak (mecazi edimbilim) tanimlanmasi zor ve benzeri
bulunmayan bir yapida goriinmektedir. Bu arastirmada, terimin
benzersizligini ortaya ¢ikarmaya ve dilin iletisimini kendisine bir
hareket noktasi olarak alan edimbilim yoniinii yansitarak bu ga-
ripligi ortadan kaldirmaya c¢alisacagiz. Mecazi agiklarken bu dili
tahkim ederek, mecazin en {ist seviyelerini temsil eden isti’areyi
ve en 6nemli tiirlerini ayirt etmede beldgat alimlerinin ifade kav-
ramini benimsemesine atifta bulunuyoruz. Buna ek olarak onun
kanit olma yonii iizerinde de durulacaktir. Yine bu g¢aligmada
merkezinde mecaz-1 miirseli agiklamak i¢in temel aldiklar iki
metafor olan isti’are ile mecaz-1 miirsele de deginilmistir. Bunlar
belagateilarin akli mecaza tekabiil eden ligavi mecaz gatist altin-
da topladiklaridir. Birincisi dil {izerinden fark edilir, ikincisi ise
zihin tarafindan algilanir. Biz de bu arastirmada smirl bir alanda
egitici belagatin mirasi olan edimbilim mecazini tahlil etmeye ca-
listyoruz. Daha spesifik bir alanda, isti’are ve mecaz-1 miirselden
olusan liigavi mecaz ele aliyoruz. Egitici belagat ile es-Sekkaki
Mifiahu’l- ‘uliim adl eserinde lizerinde durdugu 6nermeleri kaste-
diyoruz. Bu da, el-Ciircani meseleyi asil konu olarak ele aldig1 Es-
rarii’l-beldga ve Deldilii’l-i ‘cdz gibi 6nceki eserlerle Ibnii’n-Na-
zim ile el-Kazvini gibi alimlerin sonraki eserlerine dénecegimiz
anlamina geliyor. Calismamizda analitik ve timevarim araglartyla
tasviri yontemi benimsedik. Mecazla ilgili s6ylenenleri tahlil ede-
rek onun algisal ve biligsel boyutlarinda ifade, kullanim, iletigim,
yorumlama ve anlama gibi unsurlar {izerinde durulmustur. Bu
minvalde ¢aligma birincisi mecaz kavramiyla egitici belagat igin-
deki boltimleri, ikincisi isti’are mecazinmn edimbilimi, sonuncusu
da mecaz-1 miirselin edimbilimi g¢er¢evesinde ii¢ konu etrafinda
sekillenmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Didaktik belagat, mecaz, me-
caz-1 mirsel, edimbilim, ifade, kullanim.
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Extended Abstract

The research title encompasses common terms such as linguistic metaphor, educational rhetoric, and pragmatics.
It discusses various forms of linguistic metaphor, including similes and metaphorical expressions, while also delving
into the communicative dimensions surrounding metaphors, such as conveying meaning, usage, communication, and
argumentation. The study highlights two divergent fields in terms of source, material, and timeline: rhetoric, a traditi-
onal Arabic source with aesthetic, artistic, and stylistic goals from the fifth to the eighth century AH, and pragmatics,
a modern Western source focused on utilitarian communicative dimensions. The term “pragmatic metaphor” is not
considered unusual or hybrid when viewed from a utilitarian and functional perspective, calling for a re-evaluation of
rhetoric from this standpoint. The significance of the research lies in revisiting the interpretation of metaphors, their
types, and the evolution of their current understanding. Numerous books have discussed the relationship between
rhetoric and pragmatics, but our research stands out by examining the concept of pragmatic metaphor in contrast to
stylistic metaphor, offering a communicative, utilitarian perspective. Our research differs from conventional stylis-
tic interpretations by drawing on the readings of rhetoricians in the educational phase of rhetoric, stating our own
interpretive views to clarify that metaphors, the cornerstone of poetic aesthetic values in both Arabic and Western
contexts, can be studied from a pragmatic perspective, emphasizing free analysis focusing on the general dimension
of pragmatics as a procedure rather than a science.

Our lesson focused on the various types of figurative expressions as discussed by advanced Arab rhetoricians
within the framework of what is known as educational rhetoric. We divided rhetoric historically and thematically into
three sections. The first comprises ancient rhetoric culminating in Al-Sakkaki’s rhetoric, the second includes educa-
tional rhetoric divided into three sciences: semantics, rhetoric, and eloquence. The third and final section is modern
rhetoric represented by style and argumentation. We studied figurative language in educational rhetoric, exploring
its discursive dimensions of elucidation, usage, communication, interpretation, and comprehension with cognitive
and knowledge-based aspects. Our study covered three main areas: the concept of figurative language and its types
in educational rhetoric, the discursiveness of metaphorical language, and the discursiveness of sentential metaphor.
Our findings highlighted the discursive dimensions of linguistic metaphors in two forms: figurative and sentential,
where these were often considered stylistic forms in educational rhetorical studies. The discursive values and dimen-
sions were present in describing the structure of metaphor. We observed that discursiveness in metaphor becomes
evident when it aligns closely with understanding, termed as informative metaphor. On the other hand, the distanced
discursiveness in metaphor emerges through analyzing its influential aspect, referred to as affective metaphor. Both
informative and affective metaphors are discursive according to this analysis. Furthermore, the discursive aspect in
sentential metaphor is revealed through adherence to principles of usage and discourse, grounded in linguistic and
cognitive inference, or dialogical implication in discourse, extracting the intended meaning by examining their stru-
ctured relationships. These relationships are prescribed in the rhetoric of sentential metaphor, encompassing causal,
holistic, local, and other relationships. The absence of a structured and elucidated relationship can result in meaning-
less and rambling speech, contradicting the idea of speech being beneficially discursive.

We deduced from this research with the following results:

1. We identified the principles of expansiveness and consideration of usage norms, along with describing cons-
truction methods by mentioning the relationships that connect parts of metaphors. For example: the relationship of
simile in metaphor, and the transmitted relationships in the sent metaphor. This discussion is related to two important
matters: the first being pragmatical related to understanding and communication, and the second stylistic highlighting
the aesthetic values of the aforementioned metaphors.

2. The presence of pragmatical values was evident in describing the function of linguistic metaphor in its two
forms: figurative and transmitted. The value in the construction or structure discourse was more vivid and clearer,
as we identified the values of informing, reporting, and persuading while also noticing that metaphors are based on
achieving communicative functions, such as multiplying meanings, diagnosing, displaying, embodying, softening,
in addition to the argumentative function. As for the transmitted metaphor, the inclination towards the formal side
was more prominent, and the pragmatical aspect was emphasized regarding the discourse about usage norms and
expansiveness.

3. We observed that Jurjani, in his discourse on linguistic metaphor, was inclined to emphasize pragmatical values
more than other masters of educational rhetoric. This is because he followed a descriptive, taste-based, research-o-
riented method, while his successors followed the standard logical, school-exam style. Hence, we find that his inte-
rest in the function was stronger since they were preoccupied with setting boundaries and divisions.
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4. We urge towards the necessity of reading metaphors and other artistic techniques from a beneficial pragmatical
perspective. The aesthetic stylistic studies of language techniques are evident and subject to critical taste, yet attenti-
on to the informative aspect has not received much interest from scholars on its importance.

5. The pragmatical aspect stood out in the two forms of linguistic metaphor: simile and transmitted metaphor
through function and purposes, by considering usage methods, achieving delivery and communication, and through
information and benefit.

Finally, we call for enriching aesthetic stylistic studies with beneficial pragmatical studies, and not to focus only
on the means but neglect the goals.




