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In the 1950s in Turkey, textbooks held a crucial role in education and training. The
Republic of Turkey, like many modern states, not only kept the principles and
procedures of writing and reviewing textbooks very strict through the Board of
Education but also took the debates and criticisms seriously. One of the examples of
this is the debate about a visual in the Astronomy textbook written by Serafettin
Cintan, a mathematics teacher at Kabatag High School for Boys, which appeared in the
Turkish press on 9-17 March 1955 and lasted for nine days. This study aims to analyze
and evaluate said debate in the context of the political and pedagogical environment
of the period. Designed as qualitative research, the present study is based on
document analysis. As the data source of the study, the Astronomy textbook prepared
by Serafettin Cintan, the decisions of the Board of Education on astronomy textbooks,
and the newspapers of the period were employed. The data collected within the scope
of the study were analyzed through descriptive analysis. As a result of the study, it was
found that the examining institutions concluded that the mustache-like shapes in the
visuals used in the Astronomy textbook on 16 March 1955 were due to a cliche error
and that the Board of Education accepted Serafettin Cintan's book as a textbook again
in December 1955.
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Turkiye’de 1950°li yillarda ders kitaplar egitim ve 6gretimde cok 6nemli bir yer
tutmaktaydi. Pek ¢ok cagdas devlet gibi Turkiye Cumhuriyeti de Talim ve Terbiye
Kurulu araciligiyla ders kitaplarini yazma ve inceleme esas ve usullerini ¢ok siki tuttugu
gibi yapilan tartismalari ve gelen elestirileri de ciddiye aldi. Bunun 6rneklerinden biri de
9 -17 Mart 1955’te Tirk basinina yansiyan ve dokuz glin siiren Kabatas Erkek Lisesi
Matematik Ogretmeni Serafettin Cintan’in yazdigi astronomi ders kitabindaki bir
gorselle ilgili tartismadir. Bu calismada s6z konusu tartismanin dénemin siyasi ve
pedagojik ortami baglaminda incelenmesi ve degerlendiriimesi amaglanmistir. Nitel
arastirma olarak kurgulanan bu calismada dokiiman incelemesine basvurulmustur.
Calismanin veri kaynagi olarak Serafettin Cintan tarafindan hazirlanan astronomi ders
kitabi, Talim ve Terbiye Kurulunun astronomi ders kitaplari ile ilgili kararlarn ve
donemin gazeteleri kullaniimistir. Calisma kapsaminda toplanan veriler betimsel analiz
araciligyla ¢oziimlenmistir. Arastirmanin sonucunda incelemeyi yapan kurumlarin 16
Mart 1955’te, astronomi ders kitabinda kullanilan gorseldeki biyiga benzeyen sekillerin
klise hatasindan kaynaklandigi sonucuna ulastiklari ve Aralik 1955’te Talim ve Terbiye
Kurulunun Serafettin Cintan’in kitabini tekrar ders kitabi olarak kabul ettigi
goralmistir.

*Corresponding Author: melbesa@gmail.com


https://dergipark.org.tr/tr/pub/cuefd

Saatgl Ata — Cukurova Universitesi Egitim Fakiiltesi Dergisi, 52(1), 2023, 282-301

Introduction

After the proclamation of the Republic in Turkey, the regulation of the education system, especially
the textbooks, in accordance with the understanding of the republican regime became an important
issue. A legal framework was set forth on how the textbooks of both primary, secondary, and high
schools should look like with the Directive on School Books (Mektep Kitaplari Hakkinda Talimatname)
published on 19 May 1925 during the second term of Hamdullah Suphi Tanriéver, the Minister of
National Education (Faik Resit, 1927, p.484-499). It was interestingly stated that the textbooks for
courses such as Animal Science, Botany, Physiology, Geology (Arziyyat), Physics, Chemistry, Mathematics
(Riyaziyyat), Philosophy, Geography, Sociology (ictimaiyyat), Mechanics (Mihanik), Cosmography,
Trigonometry (Mussellesat), Music, Housing Management, and Child Care could be selected and
translated from the books taught in the high schools of the United States and European countries.

On 1 November 1926, as Mustafa Kemal Atatirk stated in his speech to the Grand National Assembly
of Turkey (GNAT), “The Board of Education, which is intended to direct and manage education and
training in the country from a scientific and independent center, has been established” (Ministry of
National Education, 2009, p.2). In the historical process, the Board of Education has produced a policy to
ensure that textbooks are at or above the level of modern countries through the textbook writing and
review regulations it has published in line with the decisions taken in the Board of Education and
National Education Councils and approved by the Minister. One of the examples of this policy in practice
can be seen in the article titled “Mektep Kitabi” (School Book) written by ihsan Sungu (1927, p.1-6), a
member of the Board of Education, in the journal Terbiye. In this article, Sungu discusses how to make
use of the book and what a school textbook should look like from the progressive perspective. One of
the efforts to realize this approach was the opening of textbook competitions in 1927 to select the best
textbook. After the 1930s, one of the most important works of Atatiirk’s period was the emergence of
high-quality textbooks written according to the progressive rationale for courses such as Cosmography,
Biology, etc., which began to appear in the weekly course schedules. In this context, Ali Yar's
Cosmography book was accepted as a textbook in high schools in 1933 (Unat, 2016, p.2076).

It is known that with a law enacted in 1933 during the Resit Galip period, the printing and
distribution of textbooks were carried out through contractors who got the tender (Kusci, 2021, p.58).
This is also in line with the concept of ‘directing and managing education and training from a scientific
and independent center'. It is seen that the same understanding also existed at the end of the 1930s. In
the First Maarif Council convened in 1939 during the period of Hasan Ali Yiicel, Minister of National
Education, the issue of state books and independent books was discussed; the council ended by
accepting the principle that primary, secondary, and high school books should be printed by the ministry
as a single state book. Until 1945, competitions were organized every year for school books and the best
book was purchased and printed by the state (Basgdz, 1995, p.111-112). The accepted textbooks were
announced in Tebligler Dergisi (the Journal of Communiques) and started to be published after 1939.

As of the mid-1940s, political developments in the world also affected the textbooks in Turkey.
According to the decisions adopted at the Second Education Council held on 15-21 February 1943 during
the World War Il period, curricula were reviewed in terms of morality education, and new history
textbooks were decided to be written. On the other hand, with the changing balances as a result of
World War Il, the world entered into a polarization led by the USA (United States of America) and the
USSR (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics). This change also affected Turkey, and the education system,
as well as politics, began to change in line with the developments. Turkey joined the Western bloc and
attempted to organize its government and education system according to democracy and multiparty
life. In this period, the USA introduced foreign policy strategies such as the Truman Doctrine, Marshall
Plan, NATO, Containment Strategy, and Green Belt Project, and Turkey could not remain outside these
policies. Benefiting from Truman and Marshall's aid after World War 1l, the Fulbright Education
Commission in Turkey started its activities within the framework of Law No. 5596 dated 13 March 1950
enacted by the Turkish Grand National Assembly. For example, most of the foreign experts employed in
the field of teacher training in these years were Americans (Sahin, 1996, p.230).
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Fundamentally, Turkish Education System started to be more influenced by the American Education
System than the Continental European system in the 1950s. For example, the history of pedagogy
course, a Continental European tradition, was removed from the teacher training program in 1953. The
merging of the programs of Village Institutes and primary teacher training schools in 1954 can also be
seen as an example of this political change in the field of education. On the other hand, after the
transition to multiparty life, the single state book monopoly was lifted in Turkey and the free regime was
restored (Basgdz, 1995, p.114).

The change in the perception of education from the 1930s to the 1950s was naturally reflected in the
issues related to textbooks. In these years, the selection, printing, and distribution of textbooks were
planned in accordance with the Law No. 5429 adopted on 6 June 1949 and the regulation published in
Tebligler Dergisi (the Journal of Communiques) No. 684 dated 3 March 1952 (Capa, 2014, p.61-62). In
this respect, when evaluating the decisions and criticisms regarding the textbooks of the period, the
changes and reasons should be taken into consideration. Among the important and successful schools of
the period, Kabatas High School for Boys in istanbul is one of the important examples where the
developments and discussions about textbooks of this period can be followed. Kabatas High School for
Boys was opened in 1908 in the Ortakdy neighborhood of istanbul and has graduated qualified students
in the history of Turkish Education since its foundation. One of these qualified students is K. S., a
graduate of Kabatas High School for Boys class of 1954-55, forming the starting point of the subject of
the research. K. S., with whom we interviewed on 26 June 2017 for an oral history study on his school
memories, focused especially on what happened to his Astronomy teacher Serafettin Cintan. K. S., born
in 1936, who was 81 years old at the time of the interview, stated the following: “Serafettin Cintan was
reported to the Police for making communist propaganda with a picture of Stalin’s mustache on a
meteorite in his Astronomy textbook. The teacher was taken to the police station and he lost his
cheerfulness.” The same event is also included in Oymen's memoirs, which he shared in his column in
Milliyet newspaper on March 18, 1975. Such fragments of oral history open new horizons for history
enthusiasts to research history based on documents. Despite the passing years, an elderly student with
a strong memory remembering the troubled days of his teacher in the classroom with all clarity is also
important in terms of showing the sincerity of the student-teacher relationship in Turkey.

In fact, there are many factors for a school to be a qualified educational institution. However, it
would not be wrong to say that the most important among these is the teacher. Serafettin Cintan was
one of the competent teachers of Kabatas High School for Boys. According to Esme's (2003, p.32) Yiksek
Ogretmen Okullari (Higher Teachers Training Schools), Serafettin Cintan was a graduate of the Higher
Teacher Training Schools’ (Dariilmualimin-i Aliye) mathematics department in 1918 under the name
"Seref Cintan". The fact that the author of the Astronomy textbook, as with many other school
textbooks, was a graduate of the Higher Teacher Training School points to an important tradition in the
history of Turkish education. His name was mentioned as Serafettin Cintan in some textbooks and
Serefettin Cintan in others. Even the names on the outer and inner cover pages of the textbooks differ.
In the 1954-55 alumni album, it is seen that his name was written as Seref Cintan. This article is based on
the most recent use of the name Serafettin Cintan. Serafettin Cintan passed away on March 15, 1975.

Based on the oral history narrative of K. S., a 1955 graduate of Kabatas High School for Boys, this
article, with the help of the staff of the Turkish Historical Society Library and the National Library,
attempts to explain the incident in the context of its political and pedagogical environment by accessing
the newspapers of the period and the decisions of the Board of Education. The present study aims to
reveal the whole story of the incident that started on March 9, 1955, and ended on March 17, 1955, and
lasted for 9 days in the Turkish press regarding the picture in the astronomy book. This method may lead
to a better evaluation of today’s secondary sources, which are produced with a totalistic point of view
without analyzing the process well.

Within this context, the following questions were sought to be answered in the study:

1. How did the event related to the Astronomy book by Serafettin Cintan reflect in the newspapers
of the period?
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2. What are the decisions taken by the Board of Education in the 1950s regarding astronomy
textbooks?

Method
Research Model

The research was structured in line with a qualitative methodology. As it is known, the qualitative
methodology includes processes aimed at revealing perceptions, facts, and events in their environment
from various perspectives in a total way. Document analysis was used in the study because it provides
the opportunity to examine written materials containing information about the facts and events
targeted to be researched, allows focusing on the subject from different angles, and is suitable for the
purpose (Yildinm & Simsek, 2010).

Data Source

As the data source of the study, the Astronomy textbook prepared by Serafettin Cintan, the
decisions of the Board of Education on astronomy textbooks, and the newspapers of the period were
used. To this end, Cumhuriyet, Milliyet, Aksam, and Vatan, the national newspapers available between
9-17 March 1955, were examined in an unbiased manner. The articles published in the related
newspapers were evaluated by taking into consideration the characteristics of the period and the quality
of the newspapers. For instance, the circulation of Cumhuriyet newspaper had decreased since 1954
due to the political and economic pressures of the ruling Democrat Party for its opposition articles
(Topuz, 2003, p.218). Founded by Ali Naci Karacan on 3 May 1950, Milliyet newspaper followed a policy
close to the power in the early years of the Democrat Party. In the last years of the Democrat Party, the
newspaper adopted an oppositional attitude (Topuz, 2003, p.209-213). The founder of Aksam
newspaper was Necmettin Sadak. Indeed, it is known that this newspaper supported the Republican
People's Party (CHP) when the CHP was in power and that Necmettin Sadak served as an MP and
Minister of Foreign Affairs from the CHP. According to Oymen (2007, p.80-87), Aksam is one of the
istanbul newspapers that did not change its line. The other source followed, Vatan Newspaper, started
to be published in 1939 and was owned by Sinan Korle and editor-in-chief by Ahmet Emin Yalman. The
newspaper adopted a pro-Democrat Party attitude during the transition to the multi-party system
(Tokmak, 2007, p.106-107). After 1952, it started to oppose the DP's concessions on secularism policies.

Data Collection and Analysis

During the data collection within the scope of the study, the National Library’s e-archive and other
newspaper archives were used to identify the newspapers on the subject. The news in 4 different
newspapers was identified by the determined criteria, the newspapers were scanned day by day, and
similar and different narratives in the newspapers were identified through a synoptic reading. In
addition, the comments in the newspaper news were evaluated by taking into consideration the
decisions of the Board of Education.

A descriptive analysis technique was used to analyze the data collected in the study. The descriptive
analysis technique was preferred because it allows summarizing and interpreting the data according to
the previously determined themes, provides the opportunity to explain the data systematically and
clearly, and allows direct quotations to be used frequently. Firstly, it was determined under which
categories and themes the data would be analyzed. In the second stage, the data were read and
organized in line with the categories and themes. In the third stage, the data were completed and
supported with direct quotations. Finally, the resulting data were made meaningful and presented
comparatively. On the other hand, attention was paid to credibility, transferability, consistency, and
confirmability while making the validity and reliability of the data analysis of the study. In this direction,
data sources were analyzed in depth and data were collected from different sources. The data were
subjected to researcher triangulation and analyzed by two expert academicians in the field, and the
content was created from the agreed data. The collected data were explained and interpreted in detail
(Yrildirim & Simsek, 2010).
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Findings

The findings that emerged as a result of analyzing the data collected within the scope of the study
are explained below:

1. How did the event related to the Astronomy book by Serafettin Cintan reflect in the newspapers
of the period?

The first news about the incident was reported in Cumhuriyet dated March 9, 1955, as follows. On 8
March, an important denunciation was made to the istanbul Provincial Security Directorate. It was
reported to the security authorities that one of the pages of the Astronomy book prepared by the
teacher Serafettin Cintan for the high school senior students had pictures of Stalin and Lenin on a
meteorite.

In Milliyet dated March 9, 1955, reporter Bedirhan Cinar reported the news as follows: “Prosecution
was initiated against the author and the printer who included pictures of Stalin and Lenin among the
figures in the Astronomy book taught in High Schools”. It was claimed that the book was published in
1954, that it had been accepted by the Ministry of Education to be taught in high schools, and that there
was an attempt to propagandize communism. The reporter stated that there were pictures of Stalin and
Lenin on page 95 of the first edition and page 142 of the second edition (See Figure 1). In the news
article, it was emphasized that Stalin was immediately recognizable in the photograph with his eyebrows
and famous pos mustache. The reporter stated that the book was written by a teacher named S. C. who
taught Mathematics in one of the public high schools. The article stated that an investigation had begun,
the teacher’s statement would be taken and the book would be confiscated.

ASTRONOM i

rEX KOLY

T (SR 0N SIPLARINA

Figure 1. A Meteorite Image from an Astronomy Book

On March 9, 1955, Aksam newspaper reported with the headline “A Book That Had Been Taught In
High Schools for Three Years Was Confiscated” that the book was confiscated because portraits of Stalin
and Lenin were seen on the meteorite in the astronomy book. According to the allegation, one of the
pictures in the meteorite on page 92 of the book was a portrait of Stalin and the other was a portrait of
Lenin. The book was written in 1952 and was approved to be taught in high schools by the Board of
Education on July 18, 1952, with the decision no. 94.

On March 10, 1955, Cumhuriyet newspaper informed its readers that the aforementioned painting
had been sent to the Ministry of Education for examination. In this news article, Serafettin Cintan is
quoted as making the following statement to journalists:

“l am extremely disappointed. Two denunciations were made about the picture in question for
the first time last year by Kuleli High School and a few months ago by the students of Bursa
Isiklar High School. When | was a teacher at Kuleli Military High School last year, | immediately
sent the original of picture to Ankara to the Ministry. The original picture was taken in a
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German magazine. | published the same picture many years ago in a book called Yer-Gok Bilgisi-
(Astronomi) (Earth-Sky Knowledge (Astronomy)).”

Celal Yardimci, a graduate of the Faculty of Law, was the Minister of National Education (May 17,
1954-December 9, 1955) when Cintan sent a memorandum to the Ministry of Education (Glindiz, 2019,
p.81). According to the March 10 dated Milliyet newspaper, the textbook was being examined by the
public prosecutor’s office and the political police. When interviewed, Serafettin Cintan stated the
following;

“The original of the aforementioned picture is also in Yer-Gok Bilgisi (Earth-Sky Knowledge) |
published eight or ten years ago. The pictures on the meteorite stone belong to two children.
They were placed on the stone to give an idea of the size of the meteorite”.

When C(Cintan's (1947, p.88) textbook titled Yer-Gok Bilgisi-(Astronomi) (Earth-Sky Knowledge
(Astronomy)) is analyzed, it is seen that a photograph of an iron meteorite weighing 780 kg. falling in
Mexico is shared on the subject of Meteorites, Bolites (See Figure 2).

VENI LIE KITAPLARS |

ASTRONOMI

PEN KOLU

(LISELERIN SON SINIVLAKINA )

M et $hes Bians o8 b o

Charcas | (Sekil ; 7g)
S

n

Figure 2. Meteor Image in the Earth-Sky Science (Astronomy) Book

Peyami Safa mentioned this incident in his column titled Objektif in Milliyet on March 10, in an
article titled “Yeralti Fitnesinin Yeni Delilleri” (New Pieces of Evidence of the Underground Sedition). In
the newspaper, the following statements were made:

“When | was talking about the secret activities of the enormous red network, | was not aware
of the Astronomy blasphemy in yesterday’s Milliyet... Stalin and Lenin, with their pose
mustaches, which can be seen with a magnifying glass on the reduced copy in the newspaper,
are sitting side by side and laughing at our national ignorance. This book was published by a
Turkish teacher...”

In the same article, Peyami Safa also mentions the arrest of a Turkish painter who had cunningly
inserted the sickle and hammer sign into his painting.

On March 10, 1955, Vatan newspaper reported the incident to its readers with the news “The Book
With Pictures of Lenin and Stalin Is Being Examined”. Speaking to him on this issue, istanbul Police Chief
Aldaddin Eris stated that if any criminal offense was found, he would refer the case to the chief public
prosecutor. Serafettin Cintan, a mathematics teacher at Kabatas High School, made the following
statement:

“The original of this image was found in a German magazine. If the original is analyzed, there
will be a picture of two men (must be children). To give an idea of the size of the meteorite,
two men (must be children) were seated on this stone and the picture was taken.”
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On March 11, 1955, Cumhuriyet newspaper reported the same incident with the title “The Trick
Played on A Bookseller”. The images reported as photos of Stalin and Lenin were originally published in
a book published in the USA and the information that these were photos of two children was shared.
The source of the picture is shown as Clyde Fisher and Marian Lockwood's astronomy books published in
New York in 1950. Two children were seated on a stone to show the size of the asteroid. In this news
article, it was written that the denunciation was made by rival booksellers and that it was condemned
with regret.

On March 11, 1955, in the Milliyet newspaper, Peyami Safa made an additional statement to his
article titled "Bir kisim hastaliklar gibi” (Like some diseases) that Garbis Fikri, the owner of inkilap
Bookstore, brought the book in English and showed it to him, and that the photograph of the children in
the indentations and protrusions of the meteorite could be seen clearly because the picture was well
printed. Peyami Safa states that he is convinced that this evidence points to the innocence of the
valuable Turkish teacher and that he considers it an obligation of conscience to reveal this. Again on
March 11, 1955, Milliyet newspaper reported that the istanbul police had been notified that a part of
the picture on the cover of the book Ornek Yazilar (Exemplary Writings), which was taught in secondary
schools, resembled the profile of Stalin.

Peyami Safa, in his article titled “Ma’h{d Astronomi Kitabi” (Notorious Astronomy Book) in Milliyet
newspaper on 12 March 1955, in response to a friend’s question “Did you look at the picture in the
Turkish book without a magnifying glass? “It seems that a skillful and sneaky hand has turned the face of
one of the children into a miniature portrait of Stalin... Furthermore, the author of the book who came
to the printing house told us that the picture was taken by the editor not from the English book, but
from a German magazine!” Peyami Safa said, “If this is Stalin’s picture, it means that there are celestial
disasters bigger and heavier than meteors hanging over our heads. Especially at this time, when
numerous signs of these disasters, far more numerous than those in the Astronomy book, are appearing
everywhere.”

Finally, Milliyet dated March 17, 1955, reported that “The Chief Public Prosecutor’s Office Did Not
Find It Necessary To Open An Investigation Against The Author Of The Book”. According to this news,
the Physics Branch of the Forensic Medicine Directorate gave its report on 16 March. In the report, it
was stated that the shapes resembling a mustache were due to a cliché error. On the other hand, on
March 17, 1955, Vatan newspaper reported that the investigation into the Astronomy book was
concluded. The pictures in the astronomy book were examined by the Prosecutor’s Office and it was
understood that these pictures were not Lenin and Stalin, that they were children, and that the
mustache-like shapes on the picture were due to a cliché error. The Prosecutor’s Office did not deem it
necessary to carry out any investigation against the author of the book.

2. What are the decisions taken by the Board of Education in the 1950s regarding astronomy
textbooks?

In Turkey, the earliest dated high school astronomy textbook is dated 1940, written by Niizhet
Gokdogan and was printed by the state printing house. As can be seen from the 1947 and 1949 editions,
it was used as the sole textbook until 1950. At this time, the Ministry adopted the approach of
alternative textbooks instead of a single textbook, as in modern countries.

Cumbhuriyet newspaper of March 11, 1955, reported that this false denunciation was made by rival
bookstores, which can be tested by considering the decisions taken by the BoE (Board of Education) in
the 1950s regarding Astronomy textbooks. On July 18, 1952, with the decision no. 94, the Board of
Education submitted the acceptance of the book titled Yeni Lise Kitaplari Astronomi (New High School
Books Astronomy), prepared by Serafettin Cintan, Mathematics Teacher at Kabatas High School for Boys
and Private Yeni College, as a textbook for the Science Department of the 4t Grades of High School, to
the Ministerial Authority.

On July 28, 1952, with the decision no. 171, the acceptance of the Astronomy book prepared by
Fethi Yiicel for the Science and Literature branch of high schools was submitted to the Ministerial
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Authority. This means that two different textbooks were accepted on the same dates. The fact that both
books were published by inkildp Bookstore in 1952 proves that these two books could not be
competitors. On 28 July 1952, Turan Tan and Muhittin Erev’s Astronomi Dersleri (Astronomy Lessons)
(Ugler Press), which was accepted as a textbook by the Board of Education, was prepared for the
Literature branch. Since this book was also written for the Literature branch, it cannot rival Cintan's
book.

On April 8, 1953, with the decision no. 107, the Board of Education submitted Serafettin Cintan's
book titled Yeni Lise Okul Kitaplari Astronomi (New High School Books Astronomy), prepared for the
Literature Branch of the 4th grade of High School, to the Ministerial Authority for acceptance as a
textbook. By decision no. 200 dated October 6, 1954, the acceptance of Serafettin Cintan’s book
Astronomy, prepared for the Science branch of High Schools, was extended for three more years as of
the 1955-56 academic year since it complied with the curriculum of the last year of high schools. By the
decision dated October 8, 1954, and numbered 202, Kozmografya Astronomi (Cosmography Astronomy)
book by Prof. Dr. Nizhet Gokdogan and Ord. Prof. Dr. W. Gleisberg was also extended for three years.
Gleisberg’s Cosmography, published in 1952, is also a book of inkilAp Bookstore. By decision no. 274
dated December 31, 1955, it was decided to extend the teaching period of the High School Astronomy
book prepared for the Literature branch of the 4t grade of High School for three years starting from the
1956-57 academic year. In particular, the fact that Gokdogan, Gleissberg, and Cintan came together and
founded the Turkish Astronomical Society on May 18, 1954, points to the professional solidarity
between them (Etker, 2012, p.25). It can be concluded that it is also unlikely that the denunciation was
made by rival booksellers.

Discussion & Conclusion

Science-based educational scholars such as Roger J. Williams (1986, p.39) placed astronomy (about
the Earth, the Sun, the Moon, and the Stars) in the first place among the coordinated categories of
knowledge that everyone attending high school should learn. It is very significant that the generation
founding the Republic recognized the importance of this subject in the 1940s and included it in the
weekly high school curricula. The fact that on October 4, 1957, the Russians were able to launch the
Sputnik Missile depended not only on the transfer of German technology but also on the quantity and
quality of domestic technical personnel trained in the field of aviation. Unfortunately, it can be said that
this high school course in Turkey is not sufficient to create such an ecosystem. As can be seen from the
decisions of the Board of Education on the acceptance of Astronomy textbooks until 1978 and the
extension of the duration of the textbooks, there was a kind of golden age in the past with the existence
of different textbooks in the market. Astronomy courses started to be included in the elective courses
group under the name of Astronomy and Space Sciences after 1992, the curriculum was updated with
the contributions of the Turkish Astronomical Society in 2010, and a textbook suitable for the curriculum
was adopted in 2012 (Tascan & Unal, 2015, p.31-32). Today, this course is included in the weekly course
schedule of high schools as Astronomy and Space Sciences in the pool of elective courses.

Both during World War | and World War I, states made intensive efforts in propaganda activities.
The process that started with propaganda posters and brochures continued to spread evolving into mass
media. Goebbels, the Propaganda Minister of Nazi Germany, even signed a practice such as the
distribution of millions of cheap radio sets to German citizens and neighboring countries such as the
north of France with government support (Smith, 1989, p.153). The intensifying propaganda activities
also caused countries to take measures against this phenomenon. The Institute for Propaganda Analysis
(IPA), founded by a group of academics, editors, and educators at Columbia University in New York and
operating between 1937-41, is one of the most striking institutionalized examples of this effort. With
the brochures, bulletins, and publications they prepared, they endeavored to raise public awareness of
the propaganda techniques they identified (Fondren, 2021). Propaganda activities continued after
World War Il by changing their content.

Apak (2018, p.18) drew attention to the use of mass media as a propaganda tool by the US and the
USSR during the Cold War. The US was trying to create "red fear" through mass media, while the Soviets
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were broadcasting unilateral publications by not giving room to different ideas. The US carefully
implemented this fear in the education system as well as in the country’s foreign policy strategies.
Throughout the 1950s and 1960s in the United States, John Steinbeck’s novel The Grapes of Wrath was
withheld from public and school libraries. In 1953 Thomas J. White of the Indiana Textbook Commission
called for the removal of Robin Hood from textbooks (Indiana Textbook Commission, 1953). Even
UNESCO was an open target of this red fear in some communities in America and its materials were not
allowed into schools (Foster, 2000, p.84-85). It is difficult to say that this institutionalized awareness of
propaganda in the Western world is also present in our country, and it does not seem possible to find
evidence for propaganda literacy in this case.

According to Apak (2018, p.220), the parallelism between the news content and news discourse in
the American press during the Cold War period and the news content and news discourse in the Turkish
press is striking. Cintan emphasized that the photograph he used in his textbook was taken from
western sources. The fact that a similar incident did not occur in the United States can be explained by
the relatively higher quality of the visuals in the textbooks. Kok (2022, p.128) argues that while some of
the anti-communist practices in Turkey after 1950 might be labeled as McCarthyism, it would be more
appropriate to call “anti-communist practices” for others. Moreover, it should be added that Menderes
did not give up his anti-Soviet stance even after Stalin’s death (March 5, 1953).

The incident of the image in the Astronomy textbook in 1955 is discussed in three studies conducted
in the 2000s as an example of anti-communist black propaganda during the Cold War. Derya Caglar
(2006, p.100-101), in her master's thesis titled “An Example of Public Opinion Formation:
Anticommunism in Newspapers between 1945 and 1955” prepared at Mimar Sinan Fine Arts University,
includes the subject under the title “Stalin Motive”. The second article belongs to journalist Soner Yalgin.
Journalist Soner Yal¢in partially mentioned this incident in his article titled “The Girl with a Whip” in
Hirriyet dated March 20, 2011. In this article, Yalgin refers to Mr. Serafettin as “Printing House owner
Serafettin Cintan”. As shown above, Cintan was a teacher and textbook author who graduated from
Dariilmuallimin-i Aliye. Thirdly, Toklucu (2015: 40) evaluates the news based on its sources with the title
of "Communism Propaganda with Stalin's Mustache" in his work titled Nurcihan’in Camasirlari ve Diger
Meseleler (Nurcihan's Laundry and Other Issues).

The analogy of the image in the astronomy textbook with two children sitting on it to show the size
of the meteor to Stalin seems quite relevant to the phenomenon of pareidolia in psychology. Pareidolia
can be explained as resembling the shape of clouds and mountains to someone or something you know,
love, or fear. According to Kumar (2022, p.19), pareidolia is a visual hallucination produced from a
meaningless complex. Here, the meaning comes from the addition of faces or images in our conscious
and subconscious memories to what we see, and something that does not exist is perceived. Essentially,
pareidolia is a subject unknown to the ordinary person. It is a strange individual issue that shows how
the brain can deceive us by creating meaningful perceptions even when there is no entity in front of our
eyes. Individuals can make objects and things around them personally resemble something. The fact
that almost the majority of society resembles the same image to the same thing is a precursor of social
hysteria.

Cintan states that in 1954, denunciations were made by students from istanbul Kuleli Military High
School and a few months earlier by students from Bursa Isiklar Military High School. It is also quite
thought-provoking that these denunciations came from military students who attended boarding
schools. K. S., a graduate of Kabatas High School for Boys in June 1954-55, stated that his teacher
Serafettin Cintan was very upset about this incident and that he had sent the necessary information
note to the Ministry. On the other hand, based on the visual in the textbook written by Serafettin
Cintan, the investigation process within the Ministry of National Education and the timing of the news in
the Turkish press coincided with the period when the voice of the “anticommunist” bloc, which was also
registered with the Baghdad Pact (24 February 1955), was at its strongest.

In conclusion, this incident, either deliberately or irresponsibly caused by some reporters in the
national press in 1955, was resolved calmly and fairly by the relevant departments such as the Ministry
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of National Education, the Police, and the Prosecutor’s Office. What remains is for an elderly student,
with his strong memory, to recall the troubles his teacher, the author of the textbook, went through in
those days.
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Tiirkge Siirimui

Giris
Tirkiye’de Cumhuriyetin ilanindan sonra egitim sisteminin 6zellikle de ders kitaplarinin cumhuriyet
rejimi anlayisina uygun diizenlenmesi 6nemli bir mesele olmustur. Millt Egitim Bakani Hamdullah Suphi
Tanriéver’in ikinci déneminde 19 Mayis 1925 tarihinde yayimladigi Mektep Kitaplari Hakkinda
Talimatname ile gerek ilkokul gerekse ortaokul ve lise ders kitaplarinin nasil olmasi gerektigi konusunda
yasal bir gergeve ortaya konulmustur (Faik Resit, 1927, s.484-499). Burada ilging bir sekilde ortaokul ve
liselerde Hayvanat, Nebatat, Fizyoloji, Arziyyat, Fizik, Kimya, Riyaziyyat, Felsefe, Cografya, ictimaiyyat,
Mihanik (Mekanik), Kozmografya, Musellesat (Trigonometri), Musiki, Ev idaresi, Cocuk Bakimi gibi
derslerin kitaplarinin Amerika’nin ve Avrupali devletlerin liselerinde 6gretimi yapilan kitaplar arasindan

secilebilecegi ve terciime edilebilecegi belirtiimektedir.

1 Kasim 1926’da Mustafa Kemal Atatlrk’in TBMM (Tirkiye Blyiuk Millet Meclisi) konusmasinda yer
verdigi gibi “Memlekette talim ve tedrisi, ilmi ve mustakil bir merkezden sevk ve idare maksadi ile
tasavvur edilen Talim ve Terbiye Dairesi tesis edilmistir” (Milli Egitim Bakanhgi, 2009, s.2). Tarihsel
slirecte Talim ve Terbiye Kurulu Baskanligi, Heyet-i iimiyeler ve Milli Egitim Sdralarinda alinan ve Bakan
tarafindan onaylanan kararlar dogrultusunda, vyayinladigi ders kitabi yazma ve inceleme
ybnetmelikleriyle ders kitaplarinin ¢agdas Ulkeler seviyesi ve/veya Ustiinde olmasi icin bir politika
tiretmistir. Bu politikanin uygulamadaki érneklerinden birisini Talim ve Terbiye Kurulu iiyesi ihsan Sungu
(1927, s.1-6) tarafindan Terbiye adl dergide kaleme alinan "Mektep Kitabi" adli makalede gérmek
mimkindir. Sungu bu yazisinda kitaptan nasil yararlanilacagl ve okul ders kitabinin nasil olmasi
gerektigini ilerlemeci bir bakis acisiyla ele almaktadir. Bu anlayisin hayata gecirilmesi ¢cabalarindan birisi
1927 yilinda, en iyisini segmek Uzere ders kitaplari yarismalarinin agilmasidir. 1930’lardan sonra ise
Atatlrk doneminin en ©6nemli islerinden birisi, haftalik ders cizelgelerinde gorilmeye baslanan
Kozmografya, Biyoloji vb. derslere 6zgl kaliteli ve ilerlemeci mantiga gore yazilmis ders kitaplari ortaya
cikmasidir. Bu gcercevede 1933’te Ali Yar'in Kozmografya kitabi liselerde ders kitabi olarak kabul edildi
(Unat, 2016, 5.2076).

1933’te Resit Galip doneminde cikarilan bir kanun ile ders kitaplarinin basim ve dagitim isinin, ihaleyi
alan miteahhitler yoluyla yapildigi bilinmektedir (Kusci, 2021, s.58). Bu durum, ‘talim ve tedrisi, ilmf ve
miistakil bir merkezden sevk ve idare’ anlayisi ile de uyumludur. Ayni anlayisin 1930’larin sonunda da var
oldugu goriilmektedir. Milli Egitim Bakani Hasan Ali Yicel déneminde 1939'da toplanan I. Maarif
Shrasi’'nda devlet kitabi ve serbest kitap konusu tartisiimis; sra, ilkokul, ortaokul ve lise kitaplarinin tek
devlet kitabi olarak bakanlik eliyle basilmasi esasini kabul ederek dagilmistir. 1945 yilina kadar okul
kitaplari icin her yil yarisma diizenlenmis, en iyi kitap devletce satin alinip basilmistir (Basgoz, 1995,
s.111-112). Kabul edilen ders kitaplari, 1939’dan sonra yayimlanmaya baslanan Tebligler Dergisi’'nde de
ilan edilmistir.

1940’h yillarin ortalarindan itibaren diinyadaki siyasi gelismelerin Tiirkiye’deki ders kitaplarini da
etkiledigi gorilmektedir. Il. Dinya Savasi doneminde 15-21 Subat 1943’te toplanan Il. Maarif Surasi’nda
alinan kararlarla 6zellikle 6gretim programlari ahlak egitimi agisindan gézden gegirilmis ve yeni tarih ders
kitaplarinin yazilmasi ile ilgili kararlar da alinmistir. Ote yandan II. Diinya Savas’nin sonucunda degisen
dengelerle Diinya, ABD ve SSCB’nin oOnculligini cektigi bir kutuplasma icine girmistir. Bu degisim
Turkiye'yi de etkilemis, siyaset kadar egitim sistemi de gelismeler dogrultusunda degisime ugramaya
baslamistir. Tlirkiye, Bati bloguna girerek hilkimet ve egitim sistemini demokrasi ve ¢ok partili hayata
gore diizenleme girisimlerinde bulunmustur. Bu dénemde ABD; Truman Doktrini, Marshall Plani, NATO,
Cevreleme Stratejisi ve Yesil Kusak Projesi gibi dis politika stratejilerini ortaya atmis, Tirkiye de bu
politikalarin disinda kalamamistir. 1l. Diinya Savasi sonrasi Truman ve Marshall yardimlarindan
yararlanan Tirkiye de, Fulbright Egitim Komisyonu, TBMM’den gecen 13 Mart 1950 tarih ve 5596 sayili
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kanun cercevesinde faaliyetlerine baslamistir. Ornegin bu yillarda gretmen yetistirme alaninda istihdam
edilen yabanci uzmanlarin cogu Amerikali olarak tayin edilmistir (Sahin, 1996, s.230).

Esasen 1950’li yillar, Tiirk Egitim Sisteminin kita Avrupasi etkisinden Amerikan Egitim Sistemi etkisine
daha fazla girmeye basladigi bir ddnemdir. Ornegin 1953’te 6gretmen yetistirme programindan bir kita
Avrupasl gelenegi olan pedagoji tarihi dersi kaldirilmistir. 1954’te Koy Enstitlilerinin programi ile
ilkégretmen Okullarinin programlarinin birlestirilmesi olayr da bu siyasi degisimin egitim alanindaki
ornegi olarak gorulebilir. Diger yandan ¢ok partili hayata gectikten sonra Tiirkiye’de tek devlet kitabi
tekeli kalkmis ve serbest rejime yeniden donilmistir (Basgdz, 1995, s.114).

1930'lardaki egitim anlayisinin 1950’lerde degismesi dogal olarak ders kitaplari ile ilgili konulara da
yansimistir. Bu yillarda ders kitaplarinin segilmesi, basiimasi ve dagitilmasi 6 Haziran 1949'da kabul
edilen 5429 sayil kanun, 3 Mart 1952 tarih ve 684 sayili Tebligler Dergisi'nde yayimlanan yénetmelik
dogrultusunda planlanmistir (Capa, 2014, s.61-62). Bu baglamda, dénemin ders kitaplari ile ilgili kararlar
ve elestirileri degerlendirirken yasanan degisim ve nedenler dikkate alinmalidir. Dénemin 6nemli ve
basarili okullari arasinda istanbul’da bulunan Kabatas Erkek Lisesi bu dénemin ders kitaplari ile ilgili
gelismelerin ve tartismalarin takip edilebilecegi 6nemli 6rneklerden birisidir. Kabatas Erkek Lisesi, 1908
yilinda istanbul’'un Ortakdy semtinde agilan ve acildigi dénemden itibaren Tiirk Egitim tarihinde nitelikli
O0grenciler mezun eden bir okuldur. Arastirmanin konusunun g¢ikis noktasini olusturan Kabatas Erkek
Lisesi 1954-55 donemi Haziran mezunu K. S. de bu nitelikli mezun 6grencilerden biridir. Kendisi ile 26
Haziran 2017’de okul anilari Gzerine sozlQ tarih ¢alismasi yaptigimiz K. S., okul anilari arasinda 6zellikle
astronomi dersi 6gretmeni Serafettin Cintan’in basina gelenler Uzerinde durmustur. Goérlismenin
yapildig sirada 81 yasinda olan 1936 dogumlu K. S. sunlari aktarir: “Serafettin Cintan’i Astronomi ders
kitabinda bir goktas Uzerindeki Stalin’in biyiklari resmi ile komiinizm propagandasi yapiyor diye
Emniyet’e sikayet etmisler. Hoca Emniyet’e gétiiriildii ve nesesi kalmadi.” Ayni olay, Oymen’in 18 Mart
1975’te Milliyet gazetesindeki kosesinde paylastigl anilarinda da yer almaktadir. Bu tirden sozli tarih
kirintilari tarih meraklisina, belgelere dayali tarih arastirmasi icin yeni ufuk agmaktadir. Aradan gecen
yillara ragmen, yash ama hafizasi kuvvetli bir 6grencinin, sinif icinde 6gretmeninin sikintili glnlerini
bitin berrakhgl ile hatirlamasi, Tirkiye’de 6grenci-6gretmen iliskisinin samimiyetini gostermesi
acisindan da ayrica 6nemlidir.

Bir okulun nitelikli egitim kurumu olmasinin elbette birgok etkeni vardir. Ancak bunlar arasinda en
onemlisinin 6gretmen oldugunu sdéylemek yanls olmayacaktir. Serafettin Cintan Kabatas Erkek Lisesi’'nin
yetkin 6gretmenlerinden birisidir. Esme’nin (2003, s.32) Yiiksek Ogretmen Okullari adli eserinden
Serafettin Cintan’in, “Seref Cintan” kaydiyla 1918’de Dariilmualimin-i Aliye’nin riyaziye b&liimii mezunu
oldugu anlasilmaktadir. Pek c¢ok diger okul ders kitaplarinda oldugu gibi, astronomi ders kitabinin
yazarinin da Yiksek Ogretmen Okulu kdkenli olmasi Tiirk egitim tarihinde dnemli bir gelenege isaret
etmektedir. Bazi kitaplarinda ismi Serafettin Cintan, bazilarinda ise Serefettin Cintan diye ge¢mektedir.
Hatta ders kitaplarinin dis ve i¢ kapak sayfalarindaki isimler bile farklihk goéstermektedir. 1954-55
mezunlar albiminde isminin Seref Cintan olarak yazildigi gériilmektedir. Bu yazida en son kullanimi olan
Serafettin Cintan ismi esas alinmistir. Serafettin Cintan, 15 Mart 1975 tarihinde vefat etmistir.

Bu makalede 1955 Kabatas Erkek Lisesi mezunu K. S.’nin s6zIU tarih anlatisindan yola ¢ikarak Turk
Tarih Kurumu Kuttiphanesi ve Milli Kitiiphane calisanlarinin da yardimiyla donemin gazetelerine, Talim
ve Terbiye Kurulu kararlarina ulasildi ve olay siyasi ve pedagojik ortami baglaminda ele alinarak
aktarilmaya calisildi. Bu ¢alismada Tirk basininda 9 Mart 1955’te baslayip 17 Mart 1955’te biten ve 9
glin sliren astronomi kitabindaki resme dair gelisen olayin serencamini bir biitiin olarak ortaya koymak
amaglandi. Bu yontem, ayni konuyu ve siireci iyi analiz etmeden toptanci bir bakis acisiyla Uretilen
glinimaz ikinci elden kaynaklarinin da daha iyi degerlendirmesine yol agabilir.

Bu kapsamda galismada asagidaki sorulara yanit aranmistir:

1. Serafettin Cintan’a ait astronomi kitabi ile ilgili olay dénemin gazetelerine nasil
yansimistir?
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2. 1950°li yillarda Talim ve Terbiye Kurulunun astronomi ders kitaplarina iliskin aldig
kararlar nelerdir?

Yontem
Arastirma Modeli

Arastirma nitel metodoloji dogrultusunda yapilandirildi. Bilindigi gibi nitel metodoloji algilarin,
olgularin ve olaylarin kendi ortaminda, gesitli agilardan topyekdn bir sekilde ortaya konulmasina yonelik
suregleri kapsamaktadir (Yildirm & Simsek, 2010). Arastiriimasi hedeflenen olgu ve olaylar hakkinda bilgi
iceren yazili materyalleri inceleme firsati sunmasi, konuya farkh agilardan odaklanmaya olanak saglamasi
ve amaca uygunlugu nedeniyle calismada dokiiman inceleme kullanildi.

Veri Kaynagi

Calismanin veri kaynagi olarak Serafettin Cintan tarafindan hazirlanan astronomi ders kitabi, Talim ve
Terbiye Kurulunun astronomi ders kitaplari ile ilgili kararlari ve dénemin gazetelerinden yararlanildi. Bu
amagla 9-17 Mart 1955 tarihleri arasi ulasilabilen ulusal gazetelerden Cumhuriyet, Milliyet, Aksam ve
Vatan yansiz bir sekilde incelendi. ilgili gazetelerde c¢ikan yazilar elbette dénemin 6zellikleri ve
gazetelerin nitelikleri gdz éniinde tutularak degerlendirildi. Ornegin, Cumhuriyet gazetesi tiraji, 1954
yilindan itibaren muhalif yazilarindan dolayi Demokrat Parti iktidarinin siyasi ve ekonomik baskilariyla
dismiisti (Topuz, 2003, 5.218). Ali Naci Karacan tarafindan 3 Mayis 1950 yilinda kurulmus olan Milliyet
gazetesi, Demokrat Parti’'nin ilk yillarinda iktidara yakin bir politika izlemisti. Demokrat Parti’nin son
yillarinda ise gazete muhalif bir tutum sergiledi (Topuz, 2003, 5.209-213). Aksam gazetesinin kurucusu
Necmettin Sadak’ti. Nitekim bu gazetenin CHP iktidarda oldugu sirada CHP’yi destekledigi, Necmettin
Sadak’in CHP’den milletvekilligi ve Disisleri Bakanlhgi yaptigi bilinmektedir. Oymen’e gére (2007, 5.80-87)
Aksam, gizgisini degistirmeyen istanbul gazetelerindendir. Takip edilen diger kaynak olan Vatan gazetesi
1939 yilinda ¢ikmaya baslamis olup sahibi Sinan Korle, basyazari Ahmet Emin Yalman idi. Gazete, gok
partili sisteme gegis asamasinda Demokrat Parti yanhsi bir tutum c¢izdi (Tokmak, 2007, s.106-107).
1952’den sonra DP’nin laiklik politikalarindaki tavizleri Gzerine muhalefete basladi.

Verilerin Toplanmasi ve Analizi

Calisma kapsaminda veriler toplanirken konuya yonelik gazeteleri tespit etmek amaciyla, Millt
Katuphane’'nin e-arsivinden ve diger gazete arsivlerinden yararlanildi. Belirlenen olgiitlere uygun 4 farkh
gazetedeki haberler tespit edilerek gazeteler giin ve glin tarandi ve sinoptik bir okuma ile gazetelerdeki
ortak ve farkh anlatimlar tespit edildi. Ayrica gazete haberlerindeki yorumlar Talim ve Terbiye Kurul
Bagkanhg kararlari da g6z 6niine alinarak degerlendirildi.

Calismada toplanan verilerin ¢dziimlenmesinde betimsel analiz teknigi kullanildi. Ozellikle daha
onceden tespit edilen temalara gore 6zetleme ve yorumlamaya firsat vermesi, sistematik ve acik bir
sekilde verileri agiklama olanagi sunmasi ve dogrudan alintilara sik sik yer vermeye imkan saglamasi gibi
nedenler betimsel analiz tekniginin kullaniimasinda etkili oldu. Bu dogrultuda 6ncelikle verilerin hangi
kategoriler ve temalar altinda incelenecegi belirlendi. ikinci asamada kategori ve temalar dogrultusunda
veriler okundu ve diizenlendi. Ugilincii asamada veriler tamamlanarak dogrudan alintilarla da
desteklendi. Son olarak ortaya gikan veriler anlamli bir hale getirilerek karsilastirmali olarak sunuldu. Ote
yandan c¢alismanin veri analizinin gecerlik ve glvenirligi yapilirken inandiriciliga, aktarilabilirlige,
tutarlihga ve teyit edilebilirlige dikkat edildi. Bu dogrultuda veri kaynaklari derinlemesine incelendi, farkl
kaynaklardan veri toplamaya c¢alisildi. Veriler arastirmaci lc¢genlemesine tabi tutularak alaninda iki
uzman akademisyen tarafindan incelendi, icerik lzerinde uzlasilan verilerden olusturuldu. Toplanan
veriler ayrintili bir sekilde agiklandi ve yorumlandi (Yildirnm &Simsek, 2010).

Bulgular

Calisma kapsaminda toplanan verilerin ¢éziimlenmesi sonunda ortaya c¢ikan bulgular asagida
actklanmistir:
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1. Serafettin Cintan’a ait astronomi kitabi ile ilgili olay donemin gazetelerine nasil yansidi?

Olay ile ilgili ilk haber 9 Mart 1955 tarihli Cumhuriyet gazetesinde soyle ele alinmistir. 8 Mart
tarihinde istanbul ili Emniyet Mudiirliigiine énemli bir ihbar yapilmistir. Ogretmen Serafettin Cintan
tarafindan lise son sinif talebeleri igin hazirlanan astronomi kitabinin sahifelerinin birinde meteor tasi
izerinde Stalin ile Lenin’in resimlerinin bulundugu Emniyet makamlarina ihbar edilmistir.

9 Mart 1955 tarihli Milliyet gazetesinde muhabir Bedirhan Cinar haberi soyle vermektedir; “Liselerde
okutulan astronomi kitabindaki sekiller arasina Stalin ve Lenin’in resimlerini de konduran muellif ve
matbaaci hakkinda takibat acildi”. Kitabin 1954 yili basimi oldugu, liselerde okutulmak lzere Maarif
Vekaleti tarafindan kabul edildigi ve kominizm propagandasi yapiimak istendigi iddia edilmistir.
Mubhabir, kitabin birinci baskisinin 95. ve ikinci baskisinin 142. sayfasinda Stalin ve Lenin resimlerinin
bulundugunu belirtmistir (bkz. Sekil 1). Haberde bilhassa fotografta Stalin’in kas ve meshur pos biyik ile
hemen fark edildigi vurgulanmistir. Muhabir, kitabin resmi liselerden birinde Matematik dersi okutan S.
C. adinda bir 6gretmen tarafindan yazildigini belirtmektedir. Yazida tahkikatin basladigi, 6gretmenin
ifadesine basvurulacagi ve kitabin toplattirilacagina yer almistir.

YO L KITALAR

ASTRONOM i

Sekil 1. Astronomi Kitabindaki Meteor Gérseli

9 Mart 1955 tarihli Aksam gazetesi “Ug Senedir Liselerde Okutulan Bir Kitap Toplattirildi” bashigiyla
astronomi kitabindaki goktasinin Gzerinde Stalin ve Lenin portreleri goriildugu igin kitabin toplattirildigini
haber vermistir. iddiaya gére kitabin 92. sayfasindaki géktasinin (meteor) igindeki resimlerden birisi
Stalin, digeri de Lenin’in portreleridir. Kitap 1952’de yazilmis olup, Talim ve Terbiye Kurulunun 18
Temmuz 1952 tarihinde 94 nolu karar ile liselerde okutulmasi kabul edilmistir.

10 Mart 1955 tarihli Cumhuriyet gazetesi mezk(r resmin incelenmesi icin Maarif Vekaletine
gonderildigini okuyucularina haber vermistir. Bu haberde Serafettin Cintan’in gazetecilere soyle bir
beyanat verdigi aktarilmaktadir:

“Son derece miteessir bulunuyorum. Adi gecen resim hakkinda ilk defa gegen sene Kuleli
Lisesi tarafindan, birka¢ ay evvel de Bursa Isiklar Lisesi talebeleri tarafindan iki ihbar
yapildi. Ben gecen sene Kuleli Askeri Lisesinde hoca iken, resmin orjinalini derhal
Ankara’ya vekalete gonderdim. Resmin orjinali bir Alman mecmuasindan alinmistir. Ayni
resmi, senelerce evvel Yer-Gok Bilgisi-(Astronomi) adli bir kitapta da nesretmistim.”

Cintan’in Maarif Vekaletine bilgi notu gonderdigi zaman hukuk fakiltesi mezunu Celal Yardimci, Milli
Egitim Bakani (17 Mayis 1954-9 Aralik 1955) idi (Gundiz, 2019, s.81). 10 Mart tarihli Milliyet
gazetesindeki habere gore ders kitabi, Midde-i Umumilik ve siyasi polis¢e tetkik edilmektedir. Kendisiyle
gorusilen Serafettin Cintan sunlari demistir;
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“Adi gecen resmin asli sekiz-on sene evvel ¢ikardigim Yer-Gok Bilgisi’'nde de vardir. Meteor
tasindaki resimler iki gocuga aittir. Bunlar meteor tasinin buylkligu hakkinda bir fikir
verebilmek igin tagin Uzerine yerlestirilmistir.”

Cintan’in (1947, s.88) Yer-Gok Bilgisi-(Astronomi) adli ders kitabi incelendiginde “Meteoritler,
Bolitler” konusunda Meksika’ya diisen 780 kg agirhigindaki demir meteorit fotografi paylasildig
gorulmektedir (bkz. Sekil 2).

YENI LiNK KITAPLAR |

ASTRONOMI

FEN KOLU

(LISKLERIN SON SINIFLARINA)

M i ek anlbies $00 Wians ol b

¢ % ( §ekil ; )
b | el

Sekil 2. Yer-Gék Bilgisi-(Astronomi) Kitabindaki Meteor Gérseli

10 Mart’ta Milliyet gazetesinde Peyami Safa, Objektif adli kosesinde bu olayl “Yeralti Fitnesinin Yeni
Delilleri” adli yazisina tagimistir. Gazetede su ifadelere yer verilmistir:

“Muazzam kizil sebekenin her yeri saran gizli faaliyetlerinden bahsederken, dinki
Milliyet'te ¢ikan Astronomi kahpelig§inden haberim yoktu... Gazetedeki kigulmis
kopyasina lubla (buyutegle) gorilebilecek pos biyikh Stalin ve Lenin yan yana oturmus milli
gafletimize glltyorlar. Bu kitabi bir Tirk 6gretmen ¢ikarmistir...”

Ayni yazisinda Peyami Safa, orak ve geki¢c remzini (isaretini) tablosuna kurnazca sokusturan bir Tirk
ressamin tevkif edildiginden de s6z etmektedir.

10 Mart 1955 tarihli Vatan gazetesi olayi okuyucularina “Lenin ve Stalin’in resmi bulunan kitap tetkik
ediliyor” haberi ile ulastirmistir. Bu mevzuda kendisiyle konusulan istanbul Emniyet Miidiiri Aldeddin
Eris su¢ unsuru bulunursa, durumu Midde-i Umumilige havale edecegini séylemistir. Kendisiyle
konusulan Kabatas Lisesi Matematik 6gretmeni Serafettin Cintan su agiklamayi yapmistir:

“Bu resmin asli Almanca bir mecmuada bulunmaktadir. Biz de kitaba oradan aldik. Asli
tetkik edilecek olursa, orada da iki adam (¢ocuk olmali) resmi bulunacaktir. Mevzubabhis
meteor tasinin bayukliga hakkinda bir fikir vermek tizere, bu tas Ustiine iki adam (¢cocuk
olmali) oturtularak, resim ¢ekilmistir.”

11 Mart 1955’te bu sefer Cumhuriyet gazetesi ayni olayr “Bir Kitapgiya Oynanan Oyun” baslikh
haberiyle vermektedir. Stalin ve Lenin resimleri diye ihbar edilen resmin Amerika’da nesredilen kitaptaki
asli paylasilarak bunlarin iki cocuk fotografi oldugu bilgisi paylasilmaktadir. Resmin kaynagi olarak Clyde
Fisher ve Marian Lockwood’'un 1950°de New York’ta basilan astronomi kitaplari gosterilmektedir.
Goktasinin blyukluglini gostermek icin iki cocuk tas lzerine oturtulmustur. Bu haberde ihbarin rakip
kitapgilar tarafindan yapildigi ve teessurle takbih edildigi (kinandig1) yazilmaktadir.

11 Mart 1955’te Milliyet gazetesinde Peyami Safa, “Bir Kisim Hastaliklar Gibi” baslikli yazisina
diistiigl ek aciklamada inkilap Kitabevi sahibi Garbis Fikri’nin ingilizce kitabi getirerek gdsterdigini, resim
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iyi basildig icin meteorun girintileri ve gikintilari iginde ¢ocuklarin fotografinin vuzuhla goéruldigini
belirtmektedir. Peyami Safa, bu kanitin degerli Turk 6gretmenin masumiyetine isaret ettigine kanaat
getirdigini ve bunu agiklamayi da bir vicdan borcu telakki ettigini belirtmektedir. Yine 11 Mart 1955
tarihli Milliyet gazetesi ortaokullarda okutulan Ornek Yazilar kitabinin kapagindaki resmin bir kisminin
Stalin profiline benzedigi hakkinda istanbul polisine ihbar yapildigini yazmaktadir.

12 Mart 1955’te Milliyet gazetesinde Peyami Safa, “Ma’h(d Astronomi Kitabi” baslikli yazisinda bir
dostunun ‘Tiirkce kitaptaki resme pertavsizla baktiniz mi?’ sorusu lzerine “galiba becerikli ve sinsi bir el,
¢ocuklardan birinin yuzini Stalin’in minyatiir portresi haline getirmis... bundan baska kitabin matbaaya
gelen yazari, resmin bize editér tarafindan ingilizce kitaptan degil, Almanca bir mecmuadan alindigini
soylemis!” Peyami Safa, “Eger bu Stalin’in resmi ise basimizin Ustlinde goktaslarindan daha biyuk ve agir
semavi afetler dolasiyor demektir. Hele bu afetlerin astronomi kitabindakinden ¢ok daha baska sayisiz
belirtileri her yerde goriindigl su anda” diye yazmaktadir.

Nihayet 17 Mart 1955 tarihli Milliyet gazetesinde, “Miidde-i Umumilik Kitabin Yazari icin Bir Tahkikat
A¢maya Mahal Gormedi” haberi yer almistir. Bu habere gére Adli Tip MiidUrlGga Fizik subesi raporunu
16 Mart’ta verdi. Raporda biyiga benzeyen sekillerin ise klise hatasindan ileri geldigi belirtiimektedir. Ote
yandan 17 Mart 1955 tarihli Vatan gazetesi de astronomi kitabi hakkindaki tahkikatin bittigini haber
vermektedir. Savcilikga astronomi kitabi Gzerindeki resimler tetkik ettirilmis ve bu resimlerin Lenin ve
Stalin olmadigi, bunlarin birer ¢ocuk olduklari ve resmin Uzerindeki biyiga benzer sekillerin ise klise
bozuklugundan ileri geldigi anlasiimistir. Savcilik, kitabi yazan sahis hakkinda herhangi bir tahkikata
[Gzum gérmemistir.

2. 1950’li yillarda Talim ve Terbiye Kurulunun astronomi ders kitaplarina iligkin aldigi kararlar
nelerdir?

Tirkiye'de lise astronomi ders kitabi olarak en eski tarihli kitap 1940 tarihli olup Nizhet Gokdogan’a
aittir ve devlet matbaasinda basiimistir. 1947 ve 1949 baskilarindan anlasilacag tzere tek kitap olarak
1950’ye kadar kullanilmistir. Bakanlk, bu tarihlerde tipki cagdas ulkelerdeki gibi tek ders kitabi yerine
alternatif ders kitaplari yaklasimini benimsemistir.

11 Mart 1955 tarihli Cumhuriyet gazetesinin bu yalan ihbarin rakip kitapgilar tarafindan yapildig
haberi, TTKB’nin 1950Q’lili yillarda astronomi ders kitaplari hakkinda aldigi kararlar g6z 6niine getirilerek
test edilebilir. Kabatas Erkek Lisesi ve Ozel Yeni Kolej matematik dgretmeni Serafettin Cintan’in lise 4.
siniflarin fen kolu igin hazirlamis oldugu Yeni Lise Kitaplari Astronomi adli kitabini, Talim ve Terbiye
Dairesi, 18 Temmuz 1952’de 94 sayili karar ile ders kitabi olarak kabulli hususunu Bakanlk Makamina
arza sundu.

28 Temmuz 1952’de ise 171 no’lu karar ile Fethi Yiicel’in liselerin fen ve edebiyat kolu icin hazirladig
Astronomi kitabinin kabulli Bakanlik Makamina arz edildi. Demek ki ayni tarihlerde iki farkh ders kitabi
kabul edilmis bulunmaktadir. Her iki kitabin da 1952’de inkilp Kitabevi tarafindan basildig bilgisi bu iki
kitabin rakip olamayacagina kanit niteligindedir. 28 Temmuz 1952’de Talim ve Terbiye Kurulu tarafindan
ders kitabi olarak kabul edilen Turan Tan ve Muhittin Erev’in Astronomi Dersleri kitabi (Ugler Matbaasi)
ise edebiyat kolu icin hazirlanmistir. Bu kitap da Edebiyat koluna yazildigi i¢in Cintan’in kitabinin rakibi
olamaz.

Talim ve Terbiye Dairesi, 8 Nisan 1953’de 107 sayili karar ile Serafettin Cintan’in lise 4. siniflarin
edebiyat kolu i¢in hazirlanmis olan Yeni Lise Kitaplari Astronomi adli kitabini, ders kitabi olarak kabuli
hususunu Bakanlik Makamina arza sunmustur. 6 Ekim 1954’te 200 sayil karar ile Serafettin Cintan’in fen
kolu i¢cin hazirlamis oldugu Astronomi kitabi liselerin son sinif mifredatina uydugundan 1955-56 ders
yilindan itibaren Ug¢ yil daha uzatilmistir. 8 Ekim 1954 tarih ve 202 sayili karar ile Prof. Dr. Niizhet
Gokdogan ve Ord. Prof. Dr. W. Gleisberg’in Kozmografya Astronomi kitabinin da siiresi 3 yil uzatilmistir.
Gleisberg’in 1952 basimi Kozmografya kitabi da inkilap Kitabevi’nin bir kitabidir. 31 Aralik 1955’te 274
sayili karar ile lise 4. siniflarin edebiyat kolu i¢in hazirlanmis olan Lise Astronomi kitabinin okutulma
siiresi 1956-57 ders yilindan itibaren {ic yil miiddetle uzatiimasinin arzi kararlastiriimistir. Ozellikle
Gokdogan, Gleissberg ve Cintan’in biraraya gelip 18 Mayis 1954'te Tiirk Astronomi Dernegi’ni kurmalari,

297



Saatgl Ata — Cukurova Universitesi Egitim Fakiiltesi Dergisi, 52(1), 2023, 282-301

aralarindaki mesleki dayanismaya da isaret etmektedir (Etker, 2012, s.25). Buradan gikarilan netice
sudur; ihbarin rakip kitapgilar tarafindan yapilmasi da zayif bir ihtimaldir.

Tartisma ve Sonug¢

Roger J. Williams (1986, s.39) gibi fen kdkenli egitim dislintrlerinin, liseye giden herkesin 6grenmesi
gereken koordine edilmis bilgi kategorileri arasinda astronomiyi (Dlinya, Glnes, Ay ve Yildizlar hakkinda)
birinci siraya yerlestirdigi gorilmektedir. Cumhuriyeti kuran kusagin daha 1940’larda bu dersin 6nemini
gorip lise haftalik ders cizelgelerine eklemeleri gok manidardir. 4 Ekim 1957’de Ruslarin Sputnik
Flzesi'ni firlatabilmesi, Alman teknoloji transferinin yani sira havacilik alaninda yetismis yerli teknik
elemanlarin nicelik ve niteligine de baglidir. Maalesef Turkiye’de lisedeki bu dersin bdyle bir ekosistem
olusturma konusunda yeterli olmadig séylenebilir. Talim ve Terbiye Kurulunun 1978’e kadar Astronomi
ders kitabi kabulii ve kitaplarin stire uzatimi kararlarindan da anlasilacagi lzere piyasadaki farkh ders
kitaplarinin varligi ile gecmiste bir tir altin ¢ag yasanmistir. Astronomi dersleri 1992’den sonra se¢meli
dersler grubunda Astronomi ve Uzay Bilimleri adiyla yer almaya baslamis, 2010’da Tiirk Astronomi
Dernegi’'nin katkilariyla 6gretim programi giincellenmis ve 2012’de programa uygun ders kitabi kabul
edilmistir (Tascan & Unal, 2015, s.31-32). Bu ders giiniimiizde liselerin haftalik ders cizelgesinde
Astronomi ve Uzay Bilimleri adiyla segmeli dersler havuzunda yer almaktadir.

Gerek I. Dlinya Savasl gerekse Il. Diinya Savasi siirecinde devletler propaganda faaliyetlerinde yogun
cabalar sarf etmislerdir. Propaganda afisleri ve broslrlerle baslayan sireg, kitle iletisim araglarina evrilen
bir bicimde yayginlasmaya devam etmis, hatta Nazi Almanya’si Propaganda Bakani Goebbels milyonlarca
ucuz radyo setinin hiikiimet destegiyle Alman vatandaslarina ve Fransa’nin kuzeyi gibi komsu ulkelere
dagitilmasi gibi bir uygulamaya bile imza atmistir (Smith, 1989, s.153). Yogunlasan propaganda
faaliyetleri, Glkelerin bu olguya karsi 6nlem almasina da sebep olmustur. 1930’larda Amerika’da
kacinilmaz hale gelen propaganda faaliyetlerinin etkisiyle cesitli akademisyen, editdr ve egitimcilerden
olusan bir grup tarafindan New York’taki Columbia Universitesi biinyesinde kurulan ve 1937-41 yillari
arasinda faaliyet gosteren Propaganda Analiz Enstitlisi (IPA; Institute for Propaganda Analysis) bu
¢abanin en dikkat ¢ekici kurumsallagsmis érneklerinden biridir. Hazirladiklari brosr, bilten ve yayinlarla
tespit ettikleri propaganda tekniklerine karsi toplumun farkindahgini arttirmaya cabalamislardir
(Fondren, 2021). Propaganda faaliyetleri Il. Diinya Savasl sonrasinda da icerik ve sekil degistirerek
yasamaya devam etmistir.

Apak (2018, s.18), Soguk Savas doneminde ABD ve SSCB tarafindan kitle iletisim araglarinin
propaganda araci olarak kullanilmasina dikkat ¢ekmistir. ABD; kitle iletisim araglariyla “kizil korku”
yaratmaya calisiyor, Sovyetler de farkli fikirlere yer vermeyerek tek tarafli yayin yapiyordu. ABD bu
korkuyu Ulkenin dis politika stratejilerinde oldugu kadar egitim sistemi icerisinde de dikkatle uygulamaya
koydu. 1950’li ve 1960’li yillarda Amerika’da John Steinbeck’in Gazap Uziimleri adli romani halk ve okul
kiitiiphanelerinde okuyucuya verilmedi. 1953’te Indiana Ders Kitabi Komisyonundan Thomas J. White
ders kitaplarindan Robin Hood'un gikarilmasi i¢in ¢agrida bulunmustu (Indiana Textbook Commission,
1953). UNESCO bile Amerika’da bazi topluluklarda bu kizil korkusunun bir agik hedefi olmus ve
materyallerinin okullara sokulmasina izin verilmemistir (Foster, 2000, s.84-85). Bati diinyasinda
propaganda karsisinda kurumsallasan bu farkindaligin tlkemizde de varhk goésterdigini sdylemek zor
oldugu gibi incelenen bu olayda da propaganda okuryazarlgi icin kanit bulmak olasi gériinmemektedir.

Apak’a gore (2018, s.220) Soguk Savas déneminde Amerikan basininda yer alan haber icerigi ve
haber séylemi ile Tirk basininda yer alan haber icerigi ve haber séylemi arasindaki paralellik dikkat
cekicidir. Cintan, ders kitabinda kullandigi fotografi bati kaynaklarindan aldiginin altini ¢izmistir. Benzer
bir olayin Amerika'da yasanmamasi ders kitaplarindaki gorsellerin goreceli olarak daha kaliteli
basiimasiyla agiklanabilir. Kk de (2022, s.128) 1950 sonrasi Tirkiye'deki anti-komunist pratiklerden
bazilari igcin McCarthycilik adlandiriimasi yapilabilecekken, bazilari igin “anti-kominist pratik”
adlandirilmasi yapmanin daha yerinde oldugunu ileri sirmektedir. Bununla birlikte, Stalin'in 6limiinden
(5 Mart 1953) sonra da Menderes'in Sovyet karsiti tutumundan vazgeg¢medigini de eklemek
gerekmektedir.
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1955’teki Astronomi ders kitabindaki resim olayi, 2000’li yillarda yapilan li¢ ¢alismada Soguk Savas
déneminde genelde antikominist kara propaganda 6rnegi olarak ele alinmaktadir. Derya Caglar (2006,
5.100-101), Mimar Sinan Giizel Sanatlar Universitesinde hazirladigi “Kamuoyu Olusturulmasina Bir
Ornek: 1945-1955 Yillari Arasinda Gazetelerde Antikomiinizm” adli yiiksek lisans tezinde konuya “Stalin
Motifi” bashigr altinda yer vermektedir. ikinci yazi gazeteci Soner Yalgin’a aittir. Gazeteci Soner Yalgin 20
Mart 2011 tarihli Hiirriyet'te yazdigi “Kameili Kiz” adli yazisinda bu olaya kismen deginmistir. Yalgin, bu
yazisinda Seraffetin Bey’den “Matbaaci Serafettin Cintan” olarak s6z etmektedir. Yukarida da gosterildigi
gibi Cintan, Darilmuallimin-i Aliye mezunu 6gretmen ve ders kitabi yazaridir. Ugiincii olarak Toklucu
(2015, 5.40) da Nurcihan’in Camasirlari ve Diger Meseleler adli eserinde “Stalin’in Biyiklariyla Komiinizm
Propagandasi” basligi ile haberleri kaynaklarina dayali olarak degerlendirmektedir.

Astronomi ders kitabindaki meteorun boyutlarini géstermek icin Uzerine oturtulan iki ¢ocugun
bulundugu gorseli Stalin’e benzetme, psikolojideki pareidolia fenomeni ile de oldukca ilgili gibidir.
Pareidolia, bulutlarin ve daglarin bicimini bildigin, sevdigin ya da korktugun birine, bir seye benzetme
olarak aciklanabilir. Kumar’a gore (2022, s.19) pareidolia, anlamsiz bir kompleksten Uretilen goérsel bir
halUsinasyondur. Burada anlam, gordiiglimiz seye biling ve bilingalti anilarimizdaki ylzler ya da imajlarin
eklenmesinden gelir ve olmayan bir sey algilanir. Esasen pareidolia, siradan insanin bilmedigi bir
konudur. Beynin, gozimuizin o©ninde o varlik yokken bile anlamh algl yaratarak, bizi nasil
kandirabilecegini gosteren garip bir bireysel meseledir. Bireyler etrafindaki nesneleri ve esyalari kisisel
olarak bir seylere benzetebilirler. Toplumun neredeyse cogunlugunun ayni goérintlyli ayni seye
benzetmesi ise toplumsal histerinin habercisi niteligindedir.

Cintan, 1954’te istanbul Kuleli Askeri Lisesinden ve birkag ay énce de Bursa Isiklar Askeri Lisesi
ogrencilerinden ihbar vyapildigini aktarmaktadir. Bu ihbarlarin yati okul hayati siiren askeri
ogrencilerden gelmesi oldukga diisiindirtclidir. SozlU tarih yaptigimiz Kabatas Erkek Lisesi 1954-55 yili
Haziran ayr mezunu K. S., 6gretmeni Serafettin Cintan’in bu olaydan dolayi ¢ok {zgiin oldugunu ve
Bakanliga gerekli bilgi notunu ulastirdigini belirtmistir. Ote yandan Serafettin Cintan tarafindan yazilan
ders kitabindaki gorselden hareketle Milli Egitim Bakanligi binyesindeki sorusturma sireci ve Tirk
basininda ¢ikan haberlerin zamanlamasina dikkat edildiginde Bagdat Pakti (24 Subat 1955) ile de
tescillenen “antikominist” blogun sézclluginin en giigli oldugu déneme rastladigi goriilmektedir.

Sonug olarak; 1955te ulusal basindaki bazi muhabirlerin kasitla ya da sorumsuzlukla yol actigi bu
olayi, Milli Egitim Bakanligi, Emniyet, Savcilik gibi ilgili birimler serinkanhlikla ve adil bir sekilde ¢dziime
kavusturmustur. Geriye yash bir 6grencinin gii¢li hafizasiyla ders kitabinin yazari 6gretmeninin o
ginlerde yasadigi sikintilari hatirlamasi kalmistir.

Yazar Katki Orani
Yazar ¢alismanin tiimiine katki sunmustur.
Etik Beyan

“Yiksekogretim Kurumlari Bilimsel Arastirma ve Yayin Etigi Yonergesinde’ yer alan tim kurallara
uyulmus ve yonergenin ikinci boliminde yer alan “Bilimsel Arastirma ve Yayin Etigine Aykir
Eylemlerden” higbiri gergeklestirilmemistir.

Catisma Beyani

Yazar calisma kapsaminda herhangi bir kurum veya kisi ile ¢ikar ¢atismasi bulunmadigini beyan
etmektedir.
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