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Abstract
This paper focuses on introducing a two-dimensional discrete-time chemical model and the existence of its fixed points. Also,
the one and two-parameter bifurcations of the model are investigated. Bifurcation analysis is based on numerical normal forms.
The flip (period-doubling) and generalized flip bifurcations are detected for this model. The critical coefficients identify the
scenario associated with each bifurcation. To confirm the analytical results, we use the MATLAB package MatContM, which
performs based on the numerical continuation method. Finally, bifurcation diagrams are presented to confirm the existence of flip
(period-doubling) and generalized flip bifurcations for the glycolytic oscillator model that gives a better representation of the
study.
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1 Introduction

Mathematical modelling is a powerful tool for understanding, designing, and predicting processes and process equipment in the chemical
industry, including the conservation of momentum, energy, and material. Detailed modelling of complex reaction systems is becoming
increasingly important in the development, analysis, design, and control of chemical reaction processes [1]. Numerical computer modelling
can describe chemical reactions, composition, fluid flow, and temperature distribution in three dimensions and time. Chemical engineers
frequently used fundamental dynamic models to develop new chemical processes and to predict the behavior of existing industrial processes
accurately. For example, models can be used to simulate how a process will behave under new operating conditions, to indicate how new
products can be made using an existing plant, to investigate product quality enhancements, and to achieve production rate improvements
[2]. The systems of ordinary differential equations (ODEs) are involved in modelling the dynamics of reaction networks to track the time
evolution of chemical concentrations for the species in the network. Through the differential equations using the theoretical results of
dynamical systems, or numerical simulations, the study of the properties of the dynamics (e.g. stability of steady states, the existence of
multiple steady states, etc.) are obtained [3].
Carden et al. [3] introduced a set of mathematical techniques for describing and characterizing a series of chemical processes (enzyme-
substrate, protein-protein, etc.) that cells used to sense and respond to diverse stimuli during the progression and cellular behavior of
cancers. Mahdy et al. [4], in their paper, combined the Sumudu decomposition method and the Hermite collocation method for the solutions
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of a nonlinear biochemical reaction model. They have represented the signal flow graph and Simulink of MATLAB of the model in the
paper. Besides, the stability of the equilibrium point was also studied. They show that the Sumudu decomposition method and Hermite
collocation method are extremely symmetrical and similar. Apart from modelling chemical processes, mathematical modelling is not
limited to any particular field but finds applications in different fields [5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18]. Alidousti et al. [19]
studied the dynamic behaviors of the discrete Bonhoeffer-van der Pol (BVP) model. Through their results, It was shown that the BVP
model undergoes codimension one (codim-1) bifurcations such as pitchfork, fold, flip (period-doubling), and Neimark-Sacker. Instead of
codimension one (codim-1) bifurcations, the codimension two (codim-2) bifurcations including resonance 1:2, 1:3, 1:4, and Chenciner were
also achieved.
Bifurcation analysis can divide the parameter space into more regions and depict more complex dynamic behaviors. Bifurcation analysis
traces time-varying change(s) at a particular state of the system in a multidimensional space where each dimension represents a particular
concentration of the biochemical factor involved. It can happen that a slight variation in a parameter can have a significant impact on
the solution. Bifurcation analysis finds application in different fields. Ghori et al. [20], in their paper, studied the global dynamics and
bifurcation analysis of a fractional-order SEIR epidemic model with a saturation incidence rate. The outcome of their study reveals that
the model undergoes a transcritical bifurcation and a Hopf bifurcation at the equilibrium points under certain conditions for all model
parameters at fractional-order α = 1. Wang and Jia [21] studied the stability and bifurcation analysis of a generalized Gray-Scott chemical
reaction model. The results of their study show that the system exhibits abundant dynamical behaviors and the chemical reaction in the
reactor will be in balance in the end under certain conditions. Khan [22], in his paper, studied the local dynamics and Neimark-Sacker
bifurcation of a two-dimensional glycolytic oscillator model. It was found that the model has a unique equilibrium point for all α and β.
Also, some bifurcation diagrams and the corresponding maximum Lyapunov exponent were presented for the model to verify the obtained
results. Recently, Naik et al. [23] investigated the multiple bifurcations of a discrete-time prey-predator model with a mixed functional
response. They detected the flip, Neimark-Sacker and strong resonance bifurcations of the model. The complex dynamical behavior of the
model up to the 16th iteration was investigated.
Although researchers tried to obtain the bifurcation results of the chemical model, none in the literature obtained the flip bifurcations of
the model that motivates the authors to carry out this work and becomes the novelty of the present study. In this paper, we provide the
dynamics of the glycolytic oscillator chemical model through the flip and generalized flip bifurcations analytically as well as numerically.
Further, we calculate the critical coefficients of each bifurcation. The two-dimensional discrete-time chemical model under consideration
is given as follows [22]

 xCh 7→ –xCh
(

yCh
)2

– β xCh + α + xCh,

yCh 7→ xCh
(

yCh
)2

+ β xCh,
(1)

where xCh and yCh are the substrate concentrations at time t and α and β are the dimensionless parameters.
The structure of the current study can be presented as follows. In Section 1, the introduction of the study is given. In Section 2, the analytical
bifurcation results of the model are carried out in the form of theorems and proofs. Section 3 contains the numerical bifurcation analysis of
the model to verify the analytical results. Finally, the concluding remarks about the proposed work are given in Section 4.
In the following section, we provide the existence of different types of bifurcations of the system (1).

2 Bifurcation analysis

Our first step is to obtain the fixed points of model (1) in order to investigate its bifurcations. Solving equations

 –xCh
(

yCh
)2

– β xCh + α + xCh = xCh,

xCh
(

yCh
)2

+ β xCh = yCh,

yields that model (1) has a unique fixed point

xCh
∗ = α

α2 + β
, yCh

∗ = α.

Analyzing the bifurcations of map

(
xCh

yCh

)
7→ MCh(X ,Λ) =

–xCh
(

yCh
)2

– β xCh + α + xCh

xCh
(

yCh
)2

+ β xCh

 , (2)

is discussed in this section, where X = (xCh, yCh)T and Λ = (α,β)T .
Jacobian matrix, second-order multi-linear form, and third-order multi-linear form of (2) are as follows:

ACh(X ,Λ) =

–
(

yCh
)2

– β + 1 –2 xChyCh

(
yCh
)2

+ β 2 xChyCh

 ,

BCh(X̂Ch, ŶCh) =

–2 yCh (x1y2 + x2y1) – 2 xChx2y2

2 yCh (x1y2 + x2y1) + 2 xChx2y2

 ,
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CCh(X̂Ch, ŶCh, ẐCh) =

–2 x1y2z2 – 2 x2y1z2 – 2 x2y2z1

2 x1y2z2 + 2 x2y1z2 + 2 x2y2z1

 ,

where X̂Ch = (x1, x2)T, ŶCh = (y1, y2)T and ẐCh = (z1, z2)T .

Flip bifurcation of XCh
∗

The bifurcation parameter β and the fixed parameter α are considered here.

Theorem 1 At α = αPD = –α2 + 1 +
√

4α2 + 1, a flip bifurcation occurs for XCh
∗ .

Proof As we can see, the multipliers of

ACh(XCh
∗ ,ΛPD) =

 –
√

4α2 + 1 –2 α2

1+
√

4 α2+1

1 +
√

4α2 + 1 2 α2

1+
√

4 α2+1

 , ΛPD = (α,βPD)T ,

where ΛPD = (αPD,β)T, are the following

λPD
1 = –1, λPD

2 = –1/2
√

4α2 + 1 + 1/2.

If λPD
2 ̸= ±1, ACh(XCh

∗ ,ΛPD) has a simple multiplier –1 on the unit circle. So MCh(XCh
∗ ,ΛPD) is possible to write as

η 7→ –η + b̂PDη
3 + O(η4),

where

b̂PD = 1
6

〈
wPD, CCh(vPD, vPD, vPD) + 3BCh

(
vPD,

(
I2 – ACh(XCh

∗ ,ΛPD))
)–1

BCh(vPD, vPD)
)〉

,

and

ACh(XCh
∗ ,ΛPD) vPD = –vPD,

(
ACh(XCh

∗ ,ΛPD)
)T

wPD = –wPD,
〈

wPD, vPD
〉

= 1.

As a result

vPD =

–1/2

1

 , wPD =

2 1+
√

4 α2+1√
4 α2+1–3

2
√

4 α2+1–1√
4 α2+1–3

 ,

and

b̂PD = –4 2α2√4α2 + 1 – 2α2 –
√

4α2 + 1 – 1(
1 +
√

4α2 + 1
)2 (√

4α2 + 1 – 3
) .

b̂PD ̸= 0 yields a generic bifurcation. This bifurcation is supercritical (subcritical) if b̂PD > 0 (b̂PD < 0) and 2-period points bifurcated from
XCh
∗ are stable (unstable). For more details see [24, 25, 26]. ■

Generalized flip bifurcation of XCh
∗

The bifurcation parameters β and α are considered here.

Theorem 2 At α = αGPD = 1/2
√

2 + 2
√

2 and β = βGPD = 3/2 + 1/2
√

2, a generalized flip bifurcation occurs for XCh
∗ .

Proof Based on an assumption

α = αGPD = 1/2
√

2 + 2
√

2, β = βGPD = 3/2 + 1/2
√

2,

the Jacobian matrix

ACh(XCh
∗ ,ΛGPD) =

–1 –
√

2 –
√

2+1
2+

√
2

2 +
√

2
√

2+1
2+

√
2

 , ΛGPD = (αPD,βPD)T ,
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has a simple critical multiplier λGPD
1 = 1, and no other multiplier is not on the unit circle and b̂PD = 0. So MCh(XCh

∗ ,ΛGPD) is possible to
write as

η 7→ –η + ĉGPDη
5 + O(η6),

where

ĉGPD = 1
120

〈
wGPD, 5 BCh(vGPD, hCh

4 ) + 10 CCh(vGPD, vGPD, hCh
3 ) + 10 BCh(hCh

2 , hCh
3 )

+15 CCh(vGPD, hCh
2 , hCh

2 )
〉

,

hCh
2 = (I2 – ACh)–1BCh(vGPD, vGPD),

hCh
3 = –(ACh + I2)INV (CCh(vGPD, vGPD, vGPD) + 3BCh(vGPD, hCh

2 )
)

,

hCh
4 = (I2 – ACh)–1 (4 BCh(vGPD, hCh

3 ) + 3 BCh(hCh
2 , hCh

2 ) + 6 CCh(vGPD, vGPD, h2)
)

,

and

ACh(XCh
∗ ,ΛGPD) vPD = –vGPD,

(
ACh(XCh

∗ ,ΛGPD)
)T

wGPD = –wGPD,
〈

wGPD, vGPD
〉

= 1.

As a result

vGPD =

–1/2

1

 , wGPD =

 – (2+
√

2)
√

2√
2–1

–2
(√

2 – 1
)–1

 ,

hCh
2 =


√

2+2
√

2(
√

2+1)
(2+

√
2)2

0

 , hCh
3 =

(
0
0

)
, hCh

4 =

–12
√

2+2
√

2(
√

2+1)
(2+

√
2)3

0

 .

So ĉGPD can be obtained as follows:

ĉGPD = –1.

Since ĉGPD, the generalized flip is generic. ■

3 Numerical continuation of MCh(X ,Λ)

To confirm the analytical results, we useMatcontM, a toolbox ofMatlab and works based on the numerical continuation method, for
more details, see [27, 28]. Here α and β are considered as a free parameter and a fixed parameter, respectively. Here we consider α = 1, by
varying β the flip bifurcations occurs at XCh

∗ = (.309017, 1.00000) for ββPD = 2.23606 where b̂PD = –3.05573 × 10–1. According to the sign
of b̂PDresult in the flip bifurcation is sub-critical. Continuation of XCh

∗ in (xCh,β)–space is shown in Figure 1.
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Figure 1. Continuation of XCh
∗ in (xCh, β)–space.
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Selecting this PD point and starting the continuation of a PD bifurcation curve in two control parameters α and β, yield a generalized flip
bifurcation at XCh

∗ = (0.321797, 1.098684) for α = αGPD = 1.098684 and β = βGPD = 2.207106 with ĉGPD = –6.400000 × 10–1, see Figure 2.

1.02 1.04 1.06 1.08 1.1 1.12
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Figure 2. Flip bifurcation curve.

We compute a branch of fold points of the second iterate by switching at the GPD point, see Figure 3.
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Figure 3. A curve of fold bifurcations of the second iterate, LP2, which emanates tangentially at a GPD point on a flip curve.

4 Conclusion

In this paper, we provided the dynamics of the glycolytic oscillator chemical model through the flip and generalized flip bifurcations
analytically as well as numerically. To investigate the bifurcations of this model, we calculated the critical coefficients of each bifurcation.
These coefficients determined whether a bifurcation is non-degenerate and determined the scenario of each bifurcation. The results
obtained in Sections 2 and 3 show excellent agreement between the analytical predictions and the numerical observations. From the
obtained results, it is concluded that the model shows flip and generalized flip bifurcation indicating that the substrate concentrations vary
from one period to another. Although the current paper studied a standard two-dimensional discrete-time chemical model but can be
extended to fractional-order derivatives with the operators known as Caputo, Atangana-Gomez, Atangana-Baleanu, Caputo-Fabrizio, and
others discover more causative factors that are not covered in this paper, such is left for future research direction.
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