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Abstract

This study aimed to evaluate the Olgun Cocuk Magazine [Mature Child Magazine] (1935)
within the scope of efforts to raise children's consciousness of the nation and history through
document analysis, one of the qualitative research-methods. The magazine, which released its
first issue on February 16, 1935, concluded its publication'with the 13th and final issue on May
25, 1935. The main sections found in each.issue of the magazine are Let's Get to Know the
Elders of the Nation, One Mustafa Against a Thousand Enemies, Pictures and Cinema, In the
Land of Animals, Scholar Investigates, Adventures of Yumurcak, Our Own Writings, and
Riddles and Puzzles. The research. concludes that the magazine directly reflects the
understanding and conditions of its time;.includes subtexts related to the Surname Law (1934)
and efforts to simplify the language, touches upon the Battle of Canakkale and War of
Independence, emphasizes the virtues of the Turkish nation and the importance of Atatiirk as a
leader, and attempts to instill'national.and historical consciousness in children through these
themes. Children are viewed as little adults, an effort is made to impart a consciousness
reflecting the historical context, and it is emphasized that they can accomplish even the most
challenging tasks. Additionally, the magazine contains sections, as mentioned above, designed
for the entertainment and enjoyment of children.
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History, our collective memory, is often characterized as the sum of experiences
that shape our identity concept, perceptions of the future, and responses to questions
about societal views. Societies need a narrative of their history to pass on to future
generations. Consequently, history education has evolved with alternative
interpretations from past to present and is regarded as a societal necessity and of
significant importance (Carr, 2015; Giiven, 2014; Osborne, 2006; Wineburg, 2018).
There has been a concerted effort to raise consciousness of social history, particularly
since the 19™ century, when education became more publicly accessible. Press outlets,
especially children's magazines, have strived to meet the needs of their times, evolving
through various stages and adopting a didactic approach to societal.education. As a
result, the dominant themes in magazines have shifted over time.

When examining the history of press elements, there was initially a general intent
to address society as a whole. Over time, it's noticeable that they diversified based on
factors such as gender, age, and interest. In this context; treating children separately
from adults has created specialized literary products for them. The 'Leipziger
Wochenblatt fiir Kinder,' published in Leipzig in 1722, is considered a pioneer in the
realm of children's publications. Magazine publishing in Turkey began with 'Mecmua-
i Finun' in 1862. The history of children's magazines in Turkey started with
Miimeyyiz, which was first published in 1869, and a total of 50 children's magazines
were published until 1928 (Bilge, 2017). Magazines designed for children were more
popular than books among young readers due to their manageable size, abundance of
illustrations, and varied entertaining content (Bilge, 2017). Initially, children's
magazines contained educational, instructive, and entertaining elements, but lacked
children's literature such as poetry, novels, and plays. However, in later periods, such
literary works began tobe featured in children's magazines (Ciineyd, 1999). An
important example in the context of children's literary magazines is 'Arkadas'
('Friend"), first published by Mehmed Semsettin in 1876, notable for its child-friendly
content (Ciineyd;. 1999). The 'Cocuklara Rehber' ('Guide to Children') magazine,
which began publication in 1897 under Ahmet Mithat, is recognized as the last
children's magazine of the 19" century, with 166 issues published (Simsek, 2001).

We have a rich accumulation as a society in terms of the quantity and quality of
children's magazines, which are seen as tools of value instillation. During the
Tanzimat Period, modernization efforts gained hew momentum and were supported
by children's magazines (Ozdemir & Toprake1, 2019). In this period, children were
considered individuals for the first time and were seen as the founder, savior, and
protector of the future. A didactic style was used in the period's children's magazines
and they aimed to discipline the children (Ozdemir & Toprakg1, 2019). During the
Union and Progress Period, children's magazines were tried to be used effectively by
political power for a similar purpose (Ozdemir & Toprakgi, 2019). In children's
magazines, the aim of raising citizens with Western and national values was
prioritized by continuing the same mission in the Republic's first years (Koger, 2020).
In the years following the Letter Revolution, there have been significant changes in
the appearance and content of magazines. American comic books have been dominant
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in children's magazines since the 1950s, and popular culture elements have been
dominant since the 1980s with the effect of the globalization trend (Koger, 2020).

As it is known, the 1930s were years of significant developments in many
respects and can be described as a historical period in itself, from the Wall Street
disaster in the last week of October 1929 to the declaration of war on Germany on
September 3, 1939. These 10 years are the most disastrous and depressing years of
the century economically for almost the entire West (Hutchison, 2009). Some trends,
such as protectionism and extreme nationalism, have risen again. These years were
also very important for Turkey's close neighbor, the Soviet Union. Stalin's period have
gone down in history as the years when millions of people were interrogated, exiled,
tortured, or killed for imaginary political crimes such as serious authoritarianism,
introversion, sabotage, espionage, or trying to destroy the state for Russia (Gerber &
van Landingham, 2021). Fascist and totalitarian regimes that came to-power have left
their mark on European history with their authoritarianism, nationalism, hostility
towards democracy, and individual freedoms (Arendt, 1951). In‘ these years,
Germany's attempts to manipulate perceptions of its political intentions and military
capabilities brought strategic deception to the<top. Within the framework of these
developments, it is seen that the international trust and peace environment was
destroyed in the 1930s (Mihalka, 1980). Tarling (2016) argued that the international
crisis environment in Asia exacerbated regional tensions and fueled imperialism. He
ultimately emphasized that it led to World War Il and that the idea of regional identity
and resistance to imperialism became widespread. Due to the developments, it is
understood that a different atmosphere covers the whole world, deeply affecting
community life (Armaoglu, 2018; Bodur, 2005; Harman, 2011).

Since the early years of the 20" century, when Western science began to enter
the Turkish education system (Lewis; 2011), the education system has been shaped in
line with the wishes of the political power, and the founding cadres of the Republic
have tried to eliminate the deficits in the complex education system they have taken
over by linking. all science and educational institutions to the Ministry of Education
(Giiven, 2010). By teaching the book Civil Studies, which was prepared by Atatiirk
with the support of Afet Tnan in 1929, in civics courses (Aksin, 2012), it was tried to
present the needs of Turkish children to be good citizens and to be aware of history.
Some historical theories put forward to give the Turkish nation a sense of pride and
boasting within the scope of its stance and activities in history have formed the main
basis of history teaching in educational institutions since 1932 (Ziircher, 2012). The
1930s brought the themes of reinforcing national unity and solidarity, emphasizing
peace, and recalling the military victories of the recent past to the forefront for Turkey
as never before. In terms of foreign policy, international problems warm the
Mediterranean and cause tensions in the Balkans and the Middle East; in this period,
when the footsteps of World War 1l were heard, Turkey had to make development
breakthroughs while entering regional peace-keeping efforts. This period is the year
when a new educational and cultural life has begun to be adopted for the Republic of
Turkey, schooling has been increased, and university reform has been carried out. In
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other words, a significant part of the revolutions in these years focused on the fields
of science, education, and culture. This situation affected the publications produced
in society as a whole, especially those prepared for children.

The fact that children's magazines are a unique historical evidence or press item
worth examining has attracted the attention of researchers working on other related
subjects, especially children's literature, and a certain accumulation has been achieved
in this regard (Asar & Yesilyurt, 2017; Aslan, 2006; Davulcu & Temel, 2016;
Gurbetoglu, 2006; Sarikaya, 2010). In some studies, it has been observed that
children's magazines try to reveal the understanding of their period (Tugluoglu, 2015;
Yilmaz, 2017). These magazines, which cannot be considered separately from social
life and politics, have the function of informing and entertaining, as well as giving
explicit or implicit messages to their readers and being a means of reflecting the events
and thoughts of the period. For this reason, it is clear that they are important resources
in terms of reflecting the understanding and perspectiveof the period (Alabas, 2019;
Kaptan & Siirmeli, 2013; Kiigiik, 2010). Research on children's magazines in Turkey
mostly focuses on magazines with old letters (Akbayrak, 2014). Studies examining
new-letter children's magazines published in Turkey, especially until the 1950s, are
limited (Alabas, 2019; Alabas & Kamer, 2016; Duman, 2010; Oztekin, 2019; Turanl,
2017; Ustiindag & Bakan, 2022). However, more subject matter of these magazines
will contribute to the literature. The weekly Olgun Cocuk Magazine, based in Istanbul
and understood to have been published by Burhan Dogan Bilbasar in 1935, is a new-
letter magazine. In the selection.of the magazine in question within the scope of the
research, the characteristics of its high potential to reflect the understanding of the
1930s, its published numbers being worth examining, being rich in content, being
accessible to all its issues; and addressing historical issues were taken into account.

This study aimed to reveal the characteristics of Olgun Cocuk Magazine (1935)
by using document analysis, one of the qualitative research methods, and to evaluate
its contents in terms of creating.national and historical consciousness in children. The
research question addressed is '"What characteristics define the Olgun Cocuk [Mature
Child] Magazine, and what elements within the magazine contribute to fostering
national and historical consciousness?' The sub-questions of the research are outlined
as follows:

1.. What are the defining characteristics of the Olgun Cocuk Magazine?

2. What elements within the Olgun Cocuk Magazine contribute to the
development of national consciousness?

3. What eclements within the Olgun Cocuk Magazine contribute to the
development of historical consciousness?"
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Method

Document analysis is a method that includes in-depth and systematic analysis of
materials containing information about the phenomena aimed to be investigated to
explore and explain the social world (Altheide, 2000; Silverman, 2021). Document
analysis is usually a process of analysis to understand a text or document, evaluate its
content, extract information, or serve a specific purpose. In this respect, document
analysis is considered a pattern. Books, newspapers, pictures, and magazines can be
the subject of document review (Lune & Berg, 2017). By examining the documents
related to the popular culture created to entertain, inform, or persuade people,
information can be obtained about times and situations that cannot be directly
observed or there is no one to discuss the subject (Merriam, 2013). In this method, it
is first necessary to determine the document from which the data will be obtained and
then to carefully check whether it is original. The researcher must-make as in-depth
evaluations as possible about the context and content in which the document is
written. A typical document review involves processes such as researchers collecting
information about the formation form and conditions of documents.and checking their
authenticity and reliability (Seggie & Bayyurt, 2015; Yildinm & Simsek, 2013).
According to Bowen (2019), the stages to ‘be followed in the document analysis
process are defining the research question and selecting the documents to be analyzed,
developing a coding framework or analytical approach to analyze the documents,
collecting data from the documents using the selected analytical approach and
interpreting the data and drawing:conclusions based on the findings.

Determination and Analysis.of the Document

The main data source of this researchis Olgun Cocuk magazine, which is located
in Ankara National Library with the place number "1971 SB 339" as 13 issues. The
magazine was examined by performing content analysis. In such analyses, systematic
and analytical processes are used to identify the document's patterns and messages
and understand what they mean. Describing the data on the one hand and interpreting
it on the other are the determining features of such analyses (Glesne, 2013; Patton,
2014). First of all, the main titles were determined in the magazine; information about
the /contents. of the titles was recorded within the framework of the main
category/themes and codes (Figure 1). At this stage, Merriam's (2013) process steps
in the qualitative data analysis process (creating categories, classifying them, labeling
them, and-expressing them as sentences) were used. The data obtained were
interpreted by considering the social context in which they were produced, that is, the
findings of the studies in the literature revealing the conditions of the 1930s.
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Figure 1
Stages Followed in Document Review

Preliminary Creating Detailed Assessment and
Investigation Reviews and Themes Reporting

Since it was impossible to examine all the children's magazines of the period and
present them in a single publication, it was decided to examine a single magazine that
could reflect the conditions of the period.

Credibility, Transferability, Consistency, and Verifiability

Although it is not deemed necessary to check the codes and themes in the
literature by another researcher, the credibility of the data obtained in the research was
ensured by presenting the themes and patterns that emerged as a result of content
analysis to the opinion of an expert with similar research in the field (Creswell, 2013).
In addition, a thick description technique was<used to ensure credibility and
verifiability; the document was described in detail for other researchers and readers
as much as possible (Merriam, 2013). The<thick description includes an in-depth
description of the context and environment in which the phenomenon examined
occurs in qualitative research. Thick descriptions can enhance the quality of
qualitative research findings by comprehensively understanding the phenomenon of
interest. In order to ensure the transferability, consistency, and verifiability
dimensions of the study, the title "Method" is written as clearly and comprehensibly
as possible. Within the scope of the study, the passages quoted from the document
(including misspelled expressions) were taken without changing and editing so that
the reader could see the language and expression forms of the period. Detailed
information about the tag and general features of the magazine is presented to ensure
credibility.

The role of researchers

The perspective and role of the researcher were effective within the scope of the
objective examination of the document and the verification of the data obtained within
the scope of this research. As can be seen in the introduction and findings section of
the study, the facts discussed in the literature are prioritized rather than the perspective
and subjective comments of the researchers.

Findings
The findings of the research are presented under the following headings.

General Findings Regarding the Magazine of Olgun Cocuk

According to the general findings of the research, Olgun Cocuk is a children's
magazine published by private enterprise between February 16 and May 25, 1935
(total of 13 magazine issues). It was publicly announced with a promotional issue on
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February 7, 1935. In this issue, it is seen that general information about the titles and
themes to be included in the content is included, and the magazine is described as "a
unique, weekly children's newspaper". Publishing principles such as weekly
publication, holding contests with gifts on various subjects, and giving as much space
as possible to visuals and content that may be of interest to children were shared with
the reader.

In the magazine's first issue, "Why are we going out? Only for you, the Great
Turkish Child” (Olgun Cocuk, 16 February 1935, p.1). The article "Olgun Cocuk
Issues on Saturdays in Seven Days, It is the Only Magazine of Turkish-Children™ is at
the forefront of the magazine. The following statement is addressedto.children:

Turkish child, when publishing this magazine, we thoughtonly of you. We were
thinking and wanting this magazine to be solely yours. In this magazine, you.should
be able to find everything. This magazine should value you. It should provide you
with knowledge. It should entertain you. It should be<your unique friend. Adding a
little more strength to your great existence should make you a'Scholarfor your country
and nation. If we can help you, even a little, on.this grand and noble path of yours,
how happy we would be." (Olgun Cocuk, February, 16, 1935:15)

The magazine, which has a text-visual balance, has content that may be of
interest to children for the period it<is published. The texts reflect the linguistic
characteristics of the period and the’emphasis on Pure-Turkish is at the forefront. In
his first warning to his readers on this .subject: "The articles of our magazine are
written in our own language in a way that you'can understand from the beginning.
From now on, it will be written:as such. The number of words we use in each issue
that will be unfamiliar to'your ears will'not exceed thirty. For now, we will write their
equivalents with the old language words that we have been talking about for a long
time, which are mixed and not concise!...” (Olgun Cocuk, February, 16, 1935: 5). In
particular, it is seen that the Letter Revolution and language simplification movements
are the themes that come to the fore in the magazine. In the 9th issue of the Let's Get
to Know the Elders of the Nation section, this effort was described as the "Battle of
Pure-Turkish™. ~There is also a reference to the Language Congress held in
Dolmabahce Palace.

The magazine, which is seen to have colorful content when examined visually,
is also ambitious in this regard. According to the magazine staff, it is the most
abundant magazine ever published:

"All the leaves of the (Olgun Cocuk) newspaper are decorated with beautiful
pictures that will make you smile and drive you crazy with joy. No children's
newspaper has come out with so many beautiful pictures until today. " (Olgun Cocuk,
February, 7, 1935).

The publication staff of the magazine is as follows:

- Manager (command and order): Burhan Bilbasar,
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- The editor-in-chief: Iffet Buldam,

- Writer (story and sportswriting): 1zzet Aykol
- Cartoonist: Orhan Ural,

- Riddle authors: Kemal Besen and Nurittin

The magazine was printed at Letafet Printing House and distributed at Ankara
Caddesi Vakif Yurdu. The address is Istanbul: Ankara Caddesi Letafet Printing
House, the postal address is Istanbul, and the post box is 68.

The magazine staff, especially on the cover pages, warns: "Turkish Children,
Turkish educators, mothers, and fathers, it is your duty to report the deficiencies,
residuals you see in and wishes have you from our magazine." This warning indicates
that the readers are being asked for feedback. They wanted to communicate effectively
with children by determining "magazine reporters" so that they could:be in charge of
promotion. They have made an effort to encourage readers to spread the messages
processed by the magazine by including the photographs of the reporters in the
magazine. Requesting photographs from children‘and printing some of them in the
magazine can also be seen as a reflection of this interaction. The magazine also tried
to ensure its interaction with the reader by organizing.competitions on different topics
and rewarding the winners.

In the last issue, it is seen that.the magazine prepared a farewell article for its
readers. In this article titled "Great Turkish Children", it is emphasized that the
magazine will continue to be published the following year, distribute books that may
be of interest to children, and-maintain communication with its readers. However, in
this study, it was seen that the magazine did not continue its publication life after the
year. It is not known whether the book was distributed or not.

It is seen that the magazine hasa total of 152 sections in all issues (when small
space-occupying cartoons are excluded) (Table 1).

Table 1
Issues and Sections of Olgun Cocuk Magazine
Issue Date Name of the Section
1 February Let's Get to Know the Elders of the Nation (Kamal Atatiirk)
16, One Mustafa for a Thousand Enemies
1935 Cinema with Pictures- At the Bottom of the Sea

Tekin, who gave life and saved lives
In the Land of Animals

Scholar Investigates

Yumurcak Dentist

Our Own Writings

We Are Turkish Children Song

10. Aykut's Toys (Fairy Tale)

11. Riddles-Puzzles

12. Snowball Travels Around the World

©Co~N kA~ wWwNE
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Table 1 (continued)

Issue Date Name of the Section

2 March 2, Let's Get to Know the Elders of the Nation (Kamal Atatiirk)
1935 One Mustafa for a Thousand Enemies

Cinema with Pictures- At the Bottom of the Sea

Ilhan's Parrot

In the Land of Animals

Scholar Investigates

Little Ece (Fairy Tale)

Sports (Who will be the football champion thisyear?)

Yumurcak in Cinema

0. Riddles-Puzzles

1. Snowball Travels Around the World

3 March 9,
1935

Let's Get to Know the Elders of the Nation (Kamal Atatiirk)
One Mustafa for a Thousand Enemies

Black Street Double Two vs Songur (Story)

In the Land of Animals

Scholar Investigates

Our Own Writings

Yumurcak Painter

Wooden Rifle (Fairy Tale)

Riddles-Puzzles

0. Snowball Travels Around the World

4 March 16,
1935

Let's Get to Know the Elders of the Nation (Kamal Atatiirk)
One Mustafa fora Thousand Enemies

Scholar Investigates

In the Mouth of Wolves (Story)

Yumurcak at the Festival Site

Sports (Skiing)

Cinema with Pictures-The Dragon of the Early Ages
Our Own Writings

We Do (Story)

10. Inthe Land of Animals

11. In the Star of Zuhal (Fairy Tale)

12. Winners of the Riddle Without Coupon

13. Snowball Travels Around the World

CONPOAPWNRBOONODORWNRRBO0NDOTAWNE

5 March 23,
1935

Let's Get to Know the Elders of the Nation (Kamal Atatiirk)
One Mustafa for a Thousand Enemies
Scholar Investigates

Was Orhan Struck by a Goblin? Story
Yumurcak Grocery Apprentice

Two Sacrifices (Fairy Tale)

We Do (Story)

In the Land of Animals

Our Own Writings

Winners of the First Issue

Snowball Travels Around the World

RBBoo~NoG~whE

o
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Table 1 (continued)

Issue Date Name of the Section

6 March 30, 1. Let's Get to Know the Elders of the Nation (Kamal Atatiirk)

1935 2. One Mustafa for a Thousand Enemies

3. Scholar Investigates
4. Ship of Ghouls (Story)
5
6
7

Yumurcak Fisherman
White Pigeon (Fairy Tale)
Cinema with Pictures-Mickey and the Top and the Electric
Man
8. We Do (Story)
9. Inthe Land of Animals
10. Our Own Writings
11. We Are the Children of the Great Nation (Theater)
12. Snowball Travels Around the World

7 April 6,
1935

Let's Get to Know the Elders of the Nation (Kamal Atatiirk)
One Mustafa for a Thousand Enemies
Scholar Investigates

Ship of Ghouls (Story)

Yumurcak At the Farm

Martavalci (Fairy tale)

We Do (Story)

In the<Land of Animals

Our Own Writings

Second. Issue Riddles Winners
Snowball Travels Around the World

RBoo~NoG~wNE

b ©

8 April 13,
1935

Let's Get to-Know the Elders of the Nation (Kamal Atatiirk)
One Mustafa for a Thousand Enemies

Scholar Investigates

Ship of Ghouls (Story)

Yumurcak Juggler

Cinema with Pictures-Badi and Tobag¢ Train Smuggler
We Do (Story)

Our Own Writings

In the Land of Animals

10. Little Magazineist (Story)

11. Third Issue Riddles Winners

12. Snowball Travels Around the World

© © N U WS =
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Table 1 (continued)

Issue

Date

Name of the Section

9

April 20,
1935

CoNoR~wNE

Let's Get to Know the Elders of the Nation (Kamal Atatiirk)
One Mustafa for a Thousand Enemies

Scholar Investigates

Dog of the Rock

Sports (Galatasaray-Vienna)

Yumurcak and Snowball in Toy Bonnet

We Do (Story)

Our Own Writings

In the Land of Animals

. What Books Should We Choose to Read

Letter of Thanks to the Ministry of Public Works

. Our New Races
. Those Who Make the Riddle of the Circle of Numbers

Correct in the Third Issue

. Snowball Travels Around the World

10

April 27,
1935

RBoo~NoOR~LNE

g

Among Ourselves (Biz Bize)

Let's Get to Know the Elders of the Nation (Ismet inonii)
One Mustafa for a Thousand Enemies
Is Ulus Goods Given to Enemy? Story
Scholar Investigates

How Did Yumurcak Revenge Him?
We Do (Story)

Our Own Writings

In the Land of Animals

Fourth. Numbers Puzzle Winners
Snowball. Travels Around the World

11

May 4,
1935

© © N o CEEF NS

Let's Get to Know the Elders of the Nation (Ismet Inonii)
One Mustafa for a Thousand Enemies

Scholar Investigates

Is Ulus Goods Given to Enemy? Story

Yumurcak at May 5™ Festival

We Do (Story)

In the Land of Animals

Our Great Training Day/Festival

Father... Father (Fairy tale)

The Great Nation Institution of our Great Ancestor

. Fifth Issue Riddle Winners
. Snowball Travels Around the World
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Table 1 (continued)
Issue Date Name of the Section

12 May 9, Let's Get to Know the Elders of the Nation (Ismet Inénii)
1935 Cumurluk People's Party Feast
One Mustafa for a Thousand Enemies
Scholar Investigates
Athlete (Story)
Yumurcak's Kite
We Do (Story)
Sports (Fenerbahge-Greece Match)
In the Land of Animals
10. Our Own Writings
11. Kara Kinran (Fairy tale)
12. Snowball Travels Around the World
13 May 25, 1. Great Turkish Children
1935 . Let's Get to Know the Elders of the Nation (Ismet Inénii)

CoNoR~wNE

2

3. One Mustafa for a Thousand Enemies

4. Fire (Story)

5. Yumurcak Gets Ready for Exams with Desire
6. We Do (Story)

7. Sports (Besiktag-Apollon‘match)

8. Inthe Land of Animals

9. Little Airman (Fairy Tale)

10. Seventh Issue Puzzle Winners

11. Snowball Travels Around the World

= or

The issue with the"most sections in the magazine was published on April 20,
1935. Other numbers are designed-as 10, 11, and 12 sections. There are uninterrupted
sections in all issues of the magazine. The first of these is the "Let's Get to Know the
Elders of the Nation (Kamal Atatiirk)" section. In the section, Atatiirk's life, struggles,
and what he.did forthe Turkish nation are discussed from the perspective of children.
In the last 3 issues; this section deals with the life of ismet Inénii by taking the name
"Let's-Get-to Know the Elders of the Nation". The story titled "A Mustafa for a
Thousand Enemies", which includes the contributions of a child named Mustafa to
the National Struggle, is another section in all issues of the magazine. Mustafa's
adventures are presented under the title of "Big Children in Otiik (History)". The
sections titled "The Adventures of Yumurcaks, In the Land of Animals, Snowball
Travels Around the World " were also published in all issues. The articles with
information titled "Bilgin Arastiriyor" were published in 12 issues, the section titled
"Biz Yapariz", which included utopian expressions about what kind of a country
Turkey would be in the future, and the section titled "Our Own Writings", which
included the articles of the readers, were published as 10 issues, and the section titled
"Resimle Sinema" was published as 5 issues.
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Findings Regarding the Efforts to Raise National and Historical Consciousness
in the Magazine of Olgun Cocuk

The magazine mentioned the virtues of the Turkish nation, the importance of
Atatiirk's efforts, and the fact that Turkish children can achieve great things. This
theme is seen especially in the "Let's Get to Know the Elders of the Nation" and "A
Mustafa for a Thousand Enemies" sections. However, the magazine as a whole strives
to instill certain ideas in children and claims to produce content that will help Turkish
children with their great responsibilities (protecting the homeland and moving it
forward).

Findings Regarding the Getting to Know the Elders of the Nation Section

In the section 'Let's Get to Know the Great Figures of the Nation;' articles
focusing on the history of the National Struggle have been included to cultivate
national and historical consciousness in children. The life of Atatiirk, his struggles,
the efforts he made for the salvation of the Turkish ‘nation, and the.revolutions he
accomplished are discussed. Among the covered topics are the Battle of Canakkale,
the opening of the Grand National Assembly of Turkey (TBMM), the Great
Offensive, the Proclamation of the Republic, the opening of Atatiirk Forest Farm, the
Alphabet Reform and its reasons, steps related to.women's rights, and developments
in the economic field.

While this was the case, Atatlirk had organized the army in the worst days of our
country, convinced the army commanders of what needed to be done, and with
a bold move, he had saved our beautiful‘Edirne from the enemy's hands. Thus,
we were able to stand and speak-against the enemy and intervening nations who
wanted to make peace under much more severe conditions. Even then, Atatiirk
saved his natien from a first death, giving it life. (applause)... (Olgun Cocuk ,
March, 2, 1935: 3).

Atatiirk, on this battlefield, at Anafartalar, created wonders... He was the one
who granted-the Turkish nation the most famous victory of the World War. It
was solely his presence, the great Atatiirk, that saved the country, Istanbul, and
the grand name of our nation in history. (Long live Atatiirk!..) This shout
spontaneously erupted from the hearts of the students in the meeting room, filling
the space with applause. (Olgun Cocuk, March, 9, 1935: 3).

But great Atatiirk could not just watch the injustices done to the Turkish nation
and the death of our great nation. One day he erupted in anger. To the palace, to
the sultan, and to the national figures, he boldly shouted and screamed about the
wrongdoing of their actions and how it was a disgrace to the nation. The enemy
demanded the arrest of this brave commander. In response, Atatiirk removed his
military uniforms and epaulettes, threw them in their faces, and took the lead of
a nation wanting to live with dignity without being captured. He went to
Anatolia, landed in Samsun. Soon, young men who swore to work for liberation,
along with thoughtful officers, held a meeting in Erzurum. Now, everywhere,



14 Tolgahan Ayantas and Cengiz Donmez

village by village, all Turkish nation, men and women, young and old, children,
began to gather around this great savior. The Turkish nation swore in front of
our great Atatiirk to work with all their might until death for liberation, to rise,
to escape from death, to create a life befitting its great name. (Olgun Cocuk,
March, 16, 1935: 2)

Think, friends, all these deeds, this great war, and victory were accomplished in
fourteen days. Fourteen days. In fourteen days, it's impossible to even quickly
tour this western part of the country, let alone cleanse it from the enemy. What
a leap, what an attack it was that this great war of liberation was‘accomplished
in so few days. Where did this strength of the Turkish armies come from? Solely
and solely from the shouting, commanding voice of our great Atatiirk: (Turkish
armies, forward always forward. Your first goal is the Mediterranean!..) (Olgun
Cocuk, March, 23, 1935: 3)

This great and self-reliant task, which had not been done for centuries, was thus
suddenly accomplished. Because the one who did it‘was our Great Atatiirk,
Kamal Atatiirk, in whom the whole nation believed with all their heart and being.
Whatever he wished and thought was done, was successful. Because he was
Kamal Atatiirk, the Forefather of the Turkish race, awaited on the path of
progress and innovation. (Olgun Cocuk, March, 30, 1935: 3)

We used to buy, but now we both produce ourselves and sell to others. What a
great victory this is. It's an«economic victory, brothers. All these were created,
made, and achieved by the Forefather of Forefathers, Kamal Atatiirk, and the
hardest-working nation in'the world, the Great Turk. (Olgun Cocuk, April, 13,
1935: 3)

Great Turkish.children: The children of Atatiirk. No matter how much you shout,
scream, and boast, it's well-deserved for you. You are the Turkish children the
whole country believes in, and your great Forefather has always stated this
everywhere. Yes, the Turkish child does, achieves, and creates. Because there is
only one force; one existence he believes in. (Kamal Atatiirk). Shout, my
children, scream, young Turks. Long live for thousands of years, the great
Forefather, the supreme leader, Kamal Atatiirk. The meeting room of the school
(school) echoed, echoed, echoed with the voices of these shouting, overflowing,
enthusiastic Turkish children (long live Kamal Atatiirk). (Olgun Cocuk, April,
20, 1935: 3)

In these passages, the importance and contributions of Atatiirk to the nation are
highlighted. Besides these, Atatiirk's contributions to the Battle of Canakkale (issue
3), the organization of congresses and the opening of the Grand National Assembly
(issue 4), the War of Independence (issue 5), the Hat Revolution (issue 6), Atatiirk's
Great Speech and the innovations and projects implemented nationwide (issue 7),
economic revolutions (issue 8), the Alphabet Reform and the struggle for the native
language (issue 9) are among the historical information featured in the magazine.
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To strengthen the importance of Atatiirk, the front taken against the previous
administration (reign-Ottoman Period) in a way that reflects the perspective of the
period on history is clearly seen in the magazine. In particular, it is emphasized that
the sultan left the Turkish nation to its fate and agreed with the enemies. Such passages
also support some other sections where the consciousness of Turkishness is tried to
be instilled instead of Ottomanism:

"For Sultan Vahdettin: '...But this ..., accustomed to a bad life, despite fleeing
with so much money, died in a foreign land living a poor life. This ... who
tarnished the name of the Turk. Perhaps they would have tried to smear our
inherently pure nation with their dirty hands, but the monarchy was abolished.
And ... moreover, they were expelled from the country with enough money to
live for years without working. (Olgun Cocuk, March, 2, 1935: 3).

For hundreds of years, our inherently pure and hardworking nation was dragged
backwards under the guise of religion by the backward-thinking sultans and
emperors of ancient times, who thought only of their -own benefits. (Olgun
Cocuk, March, 16, 1935: 2)

The section ‘Let's Get to Know the Great Figures of the Nation' in the last three
issues describes Ismet Inonii as a great patriot and-a statesman worthy of emulation:

This is such a life; in it, you can see the challenging aspects of a stormy existence,
the tough aspects of a politician, the bright and dazzling appearances of a
perceptive and successful administrator; this great man's age has been spent
creating all these, working to elevate his‘country; His valuable presence shown
in his most recent prime ministership has introduced and endeared him to the
world as a strong national figure, not just as a warrior and a politician... (Olgun
Cocuk, May, 4, 1935: 3)

Findings Regarding One Mustafa Section for a Thousand Enemies

Mustafa's. perseverance, intelligence, and patriotism towards enemies are
emphasized many times.in the section titled A Mustafa for a Thousand Enemies.
While emphasizing this, the subtext that the enemies are actually poor and funny in
the face of this bravery and courage is included. This is clearly seen in a dialogue
between Mustafa and the enemy soldier on duty:

In the:twilight of the evening, a voice meowed: -Stop whoa!... Who's therel... A
firm and brave voice responded to this shrill sound: -I'm going to the village,
guard. I am shepherd Mustafa!. You know, the shepherd of your captain, that's
me.." (Olgun Cocuk, February, 16, 1935: 4)

Mustafa is a brave man who is not afraid of anyone even though he is a little
boy. He states that he is not afraid to die in the following parts and that he will
die without hesitation when necessary for the homeland. While describing
Mustafa's adventures, it is seen that the characteristics of the enemies such as
their appearance and speaking styles are underestimated. Later in this section,
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there is violent content such as Mustafa stabbing an enemy sentry, blowing up
an enemy ammunition depot, enemies flying in the air and dying, and Mustafa's
family being bayoneted and martyred by enemy soldiers (Issue 2, p. 5; Issue 4,
p. 5; Issue 5, p. 4-5).

Kemal Tunc, head of the face, with his eyes full of tears, carved the inscription
(a Mustafa for a thousand Enemies) on this stone with his own hand, then turned
to Mehmedciks with tears in their eyes and shouted:

- (We are a Nation that sees a lot of Mustafa for a thousand Enemies!) shout,
brothers, shout:.. Long live the great Turkish nation!.

Long live YIGIT Mustafa !.

Long live Gazi Mustafa Kemal Pasha, who is the leader (Guide) for us on the
way to the liberation of the country!... (In those days, the great leader Kamal
Ataturk was referred to as such.) So now the mountains responded to the (Yay!)
voices of the brave Turkish sues:... Yey!

A gun exploded at sunrise. But was Mustafa really dead? It is... No.. (Olgun
Cocuk, March, 9, 1935: 4-5)

The enemy secretly laid bombs under the bridge: and stretching a long wire
attached to the bombs across the ground, they covered it with grass and moved
away from the bridge. One of the enemies hid behind a large clump of grass. The
bomb's button would be here. The enemies-lingered a little longer. Mustafa was
worried. If they hid around here .now, it'would be difficult to handle them all.
Dawn was beginning to break: Time was drawing near. There was no time left
to alert (inform) the Turkish.troops. What was he to do? Was he just going to
stand there with his hands on his hips? ... The brave Turkish soldiers, hearing
the sound of a gun, charged forward like lions... What had happened. What had
happened was. that the enemy by the bomb box couldn't press the button. His
head had fallen forward, motionless. Mustafa had intervened just in time. (Olgun
Cocuk, March, 16, 1935: 4-5).

...The captain.was utterly perplexed. How was it possible, how was it that this
small 13-year-old child was doing such things? Then he felt ashamed of his own
thoughts. Of course, it was possible. The youngster in front of him was a Turkish
child. Turkish blood flowed in his veins... (Olgun Cocuk, March, 23, 1935: 4-5)

...The enemy captain bowed respectfully in front of this brave child, whom he
himself had thrown into the lap of death. Even though he was an enemy, he knew
to recognize worth. He respected this great Turkish child who spared nothing,
not even his life, for his homeland: ... (Olgun Cocuk, April, 6, 1935: 5).

MUSTAFA Yigit is a child. No matter who is Turkish, French, British, he bows
his head in the face of your great and rightful work. By doing these, yurt, you
have done your homework. (Olgun Cocuk, May, 4, 1935: 3)
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It is thought that Mustafa was martyred occasionally, and then it turns out that
this is not the case. The passages in which the love of the country is shared through
the theme of martyrdom clearly show this:

Grandma Ayse Ozkan's mother sent me off:
- | saw Mustafa in my dream last night.

To me: Good health grandma. We Turks do our job not to boast, but for our
country. Let Mustafa's angi (souvenir) book also burn. Thousands of Mustafa
are forgotten, he goes away. But as long as leaders such as Ataturk are at the
Turkish nation's head, they will wave the al flag on the ground for hundreds of
thousands of years. (Olgun Cocuk, April, 6, 1935: 5).

What about your father, mother, siblings? You came to'yourself a little bit. I'm
going to crack. Tell me, my child. These words brought to the forefront the eyes
of Mustafa, who was pathetic, who ravaged and ignited his whole self. His eyes
fogged up. She left the spoon on the tray. Pensive, pensive.looking across: The
Enemys bayoneted them. They killed him.-So | blew them and these dear dead
to the skies in flames. He said and shut up. (Olgun Cocuk, May, 4, 1935: 3)

Findings Related to History and National Consciousness in Other Sections

Other sections in the magazine that strive to instill love of nation and homeland;
Tekin, Who Saved Lives by Giving Life, In the Mouth of Wolves, We Are the
Children of the Great Nation (Theater), Is It Given to the Enemy of the Nation
(Enemy)? (Story), our Great Training Day, the Great Nation Institution of our Great
Father, and the Feast of the Republican People's Party. For example, in the episode
titled "Tekin Saving Lives by Giving Life", Tekin sacrifices his life to save the
workers in the mine. As can be seen, the love of homeland is shown as a phenomenon
that applies not only to enemies but also to everyone living in the Turkish homeland
and in need of help. Another section called "In the Mouth of the Wolves" explains
that two brothers, who obtained important intelligence about the enemies, hit the road
with a snow and type:sled. However, one of them sacrifices himself to the wolves so
that the information obtained can reach the police station safely. The sibling, who
continues to drive the sled, delivers the information to the police station (Olgun
Cocuk, March, 16, 1935: 9).

Is Ulus:Goods Given to Enemy? Ali, who carries ammunition with his cartridge,
burns himself and his cartridge in order not to deliver the ammunition to the enemy:

We arrived at the place where the car blew up into the air. Beyond them lay the
bodies of men, the dead. Ali, this young Turkish child had disappeared. We came
back here the next morning. We found a piece of his red shirt on the tree
branches. This brave Turkish boy, Yigit Ali, gave his life in order not to be a
prisoner to Enemy. (Olgun Cocuk, May, 4, 1935: 3)
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The magazine's "We Do" section emphasizes the future technological
development status of the Turkish nation and especially its own space studies. Utopian
evaluations were included based on the level of development that Turkey reached in
2500, and in this era, the country became the most developed state of the civilized
world, interstellar travel became a normal situation, and robots began to have an
important place in daily life. In this age, when the name of the rocket sent to space
was named Atatiirk, it was emphasized that loyalty to his principles was at the highest
level. It has been emphasized that it is necessary to strictly adhere to the principles
and revolutions to reach the development level in question. The children were told
that the Turks were a successful and hardworking nation:

Bilginer told me!

Yes, Atatiirk children. You will glorify in Acunda and in the heavens everywhere
that you are the children and young people of our great ancestors. The universe
has believed it, and it will. You will include me in this very large, national,
valuable science business you mentioned; you.will'allocate a share to me, right?
Yes, | will come with you and | am coming. I'vow to give all my existence in
the way of science and knowledge to this work in front of our Father, we will
go, we will do, we will succeed, he will not die, he will always be alive and we
will return with success. (Olgun Cocuk, April, 6, 1935: 5).

The magazine directly or indirectly focuses on the love of country and the
phenomena of being Turkish. Many passages prove this, as well as some other
elements. For example, on the 16th page of the first issue of the magazine, a song note
titled "Tiirk Cocuklartiink” ‘was shared with its lyrics. The articles submitted by the
readers starting from the'3rd issue are presented in the "Our Own Writings" section.
In the articles in this section; the love of the homeland, the nation, and Atatiirk was
reflected by focusing on the Olgun Cocuk. The poems sent by the children were also
shaped within the framework of these phenomena. For example, although the poems
in the 4th issue are addressed to the magazine, they also contain an emphasis on
Atatiirk. In the 9th.issue, as an interesting finding, there is a poem written by a child
named-Melahat that starts as "I am a Turkish son...".

Other Findings Regarding Magazine Contents

The series of articles titled "Snowball Travels Around the World " explains that
a black child'named Snowball went to Egypt and traveled. It is thought-provoking
why a black child was chosen and named Snowball. Looking at his adventures, it is
seen that it is not possible for some of the events that happened to him to happen in
real life. Another remarkable finding is that he could travel around the world, but only

to Egypt.

In the 'Land of Animals' section, including various fantastical elements such as
an elephant riding on the back of a flying stork, followed by both the elephant and the
stork riding on the back of a whale and their adventures, aims to arouse curiosity and
entertain children.
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In the "Aykut's Toys" section, toys talk, but at the end of the story, it is
specifically stated that this is a dream. The "Little Ece" section describes the fantastic
adventure of an ant-sized girl. In the "Cinema with Painting™ section, the struggle of
the child named Yalgin, who dives in the sea, with animals such as octopus and
swordfish is tried to be reflected. The animals are constantly attacking him, and he is
successfully resisting them.

In the "Scholar Investigates" section, it is aimed to inform children about
different subjects and this section is supported by remarkably large visuals. This
section contains many different subjects, from the development of transportation
vehicles such as ships and trains in the historical process to the structure of sensory
organs and the age of dinosaurs. The series of articles describing the adventures of the
child named "Yumurcak™ shows that children are trying to be entertained with
cartoons. In the "Black Street Double Two Versus Songur" section,-the adventure of
a boy named Songur, who collapsed a criminal network;is included.

Discussion, Conclusion, and Recommendations

This study aims to reveal the characteristics of the Olgun Cocuk magazine and
evaluate the magazine's contents in terms of creating national and historical
consciousness in children. According to the findings of the research, this magazine
strives to create consciousness of nation and history in. children.

In the 1930s, children's magazines (The Children's Hour etc.) covered a range of
political issues, reflecting the turbulent periods in which they were published.
Children's magazines have played.a critical role in shaping the political consciousness
of the rising generation; helping young readers prepare to become informed and
engaged citizens (Babkina & Proskurova-Timofejeva, 2022; Tunc, 2012).

Among the. most important sources for understanding the general appearance of
children's magazines in. these years is DeNel Rehberg Sedo's book Reading
Communities-from Salons to Cyberspace. This book deals with the history and
development of children's periodicals in Europe and presents detailed analyses of
specific magazines and their cultural contexts. According to Sedo (2011), European
children's magazines have become more widespread and sophisticated these years.
Magazines for both boys and girls were very popular during this period. Adventure
stories that may be of interest to children are included in the magazines. Sedo (2011)
also states that political messages entered children's magazines within the framework
of the above developments. Magazines have begun to include articles and stories that
reflect Europe's turbulent political climate and address the social and political issues
of the day. For example, stories supporting socialist or communist ideas or criticizing
fascism or Nazism have been published. Sedo (2011) explained in his book that
British children's magazines emphasize the etiquette and German children's
magazines emphasize the authoritarian worldview. According to him, magazines tend
to reflect the cultural values of the countries in which they are published.
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A similar situation has been valid for children's magazines in Turkey.
Developments in this period also affected children's magazines and assigned them
serious tasks. Children's magazines have made an effort to comprehend the
innovation, change, and transformation movements that take place in all areas of life
(Alabag, 2018). Children can connect with the political events of the period in terms
of the content discussed in the magazine. Some political, economic, cultural, and
sociological issues have been reflected in the contents of children's magazines
(Alabag, 2019). Olgun Cocuk is one of the magazines that strives to achieve this
mission.

Olgun Cocuk is protectionist and nationalist in terms of its content. It is felt that
the Turkish nation may have to defend itself again at any moment, so the country
should constantly develop. This proves that there was an international distrust in those
years. An important part of the messages presented can be considered.as a reflection
of these concerns, preserving national unity and solidarity and efforts to create
national consciousness. As in the "Talebe Defteri" magazine published at the end of
World War | (Aksoy, 2019), the stories of the heroes who continued to fight despite
hardships and deprivations were brought to the fore and children's national identity
consciousness was tried to be developed. The effort to create national consciousness
was fictionalized through the criticism of Ottoman heritage in the magazine. In these
years, the emphasis was on the fact that Turkish history was not just Ottoman history.
Instead of Ottomanism, the phenomena of Turkishness and national consciousness
were brought to the fore. In particular, itis seen that the last period of the Ottoman
Empire was clearly rejected. Similarly, Alabag (2019) found that in the Republic's
first long-term children's magazines, criticisms were made against the last period of
the Ottoman Empire, especially. against the sultans, members of the dynasty, state
administrators, and the state's policies. The magazine's effort to create national
consciousness is blended with. the themes of love of homeland and resorting to
violence to save'the homeland. Children were thought of as small copies of adults and
therefore it was seen that the sub-messages of text and images were at a level that
could appeal toadults although a child-specific call was tried to be adopted. In the
series of articles."A Mustafa for a Thousand Enemies"”, visuals and texts containing
abstract messages such as conflict with prominent enemies as an adult and self-
sacrifice for the homeland are above the level of children. By exemplifying Mustafa,
the magazine seeks to emphasize that it has the power to destroy the power of the
Turkish nation and, if necessary, the enemies who have malicious intentions against
it once again (by including violence). A study on the "Children's VVoice" magazine
(1928-1947) also emphasizes scenes of violence that are not suitable for children
(Erdil, 2018). This may have been influenced by the warming of politics in Europe in
the 1930s and the fact that leaders with opposing ideas were engaging in various
military efforts against each other. The findings in the magazine related to the effort
to create consciousness of the nation and history coincide with the literature
exemplified above.
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Olgun Cocuk is a magazine that contains political messages and reflects the
general mood and cultural values of the 1930s. At that time, the Turkish government
under the leadership of Atatiirk initiated a comprehensive program to modernize and
secularize Turkish society. As part of this effort, the government has implemented
new education policies to encourage literacy and promote Turkish culture and
literature. Many authors and publishers have worked to create magazines, books, and
other materials for young readers; the changing national agenda has found wide
coverage in media tools. The magazine tried to explain the reasons for Atatiirk's
revolutions. Especially in the sections where the benefits of Atatiirk for the nation are
mentioned, the reasons for making these revolutions are explained by exemplifying
one or more revolutions. The importance attached to the Letter Revolution and the use
of concise Turkish words is evident throughout the magazine. It:can be seen that the
old equivalents of the words are given in parentheses, and this is done consciously. In
some sections, there are some warnings about the need to use Turkish words. In these
years, the efforts to simplify the language (Levend, 1972), which was also among the
important agenda items of politics, were responded. to in the magazine. The findings
regarding the political messages in the magazine. coincide with the literature
exemplified above.

The Olgun Cocuk magazine also reflects aspects of the 1930s in various ways.
For instance, the increased visibility of Africans in Western capitals during the 1930s
was mirrored in the popular culture’elements of the era (Bonner, 1995). In keeping
with the spirit of the time, the magazine's authors closely followed Western trends.
The inclusion of the adventures of a black child named 'Snowball' in the magazine can
reflect this tendency. In the1930s, newspapers and magazines often portrayed black
people negatively, characterizing themas criminals, lazy, and uneducated. European
magazines frequently depicted blacks through a colonial and exotic lens. In
photographs, illustrations, and articles, they were portrayed as symbols of otherness,
alienness, and the unknown. These representations reinforced racial stereotypes and
perpetuated the notion of white supremacy (Lester & Smith, 1990). Although
Snowball is not depicted as exotic, he is portrayed as an orphan who is bullied by
street children and forced to stow away on a ferry to travel. This depiction aligns with
the themes found in the literature cited above.

Olgun Cocuk fictionalized the strong and courageous Turkish image through
boys. In children's magazines of the 1930s, women were seen as social groups limited
to the domestic space, responsible for the care of their spouses and children, and not
understanding the jobs considered men's work (Mirza Girgin, 2021). Although there
was a general consensus that girls benefited from the right to education during this
period, this issue was generally limited to the representation in the visuals. While boys
were referred to as strong, brave, fearless, fatherly, and mighty, girls were able to find
a place for themselves with passive adjectives such as beautiful, shy, and polite (Mirza
Girgin, 2021). Just as in the 'Cocuk Sesi' [Child's Voice] (Turanli, 2017), the Olgun
Cocuk Olgun Cocuk magazine also strives to create a profile of an ideal Turkish child.
However, this child is specifically a boy. The predominantly male composition of the
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magazine's editorial team and the traditional gender-biased perspective might have
contributed to this situation. This finding is consistent with the observations made in
the literature exemplified above.

In future research, it is suggested that children's magazines should be studied
with themes beyond their mission of creating national and homeland consciousness
and by doing so, contribute to the literature in this field.
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Bu ¢aligmada nitel aragtirma yontemlerinden dokiiman incelemesi kullanilarak Olgun Cocuk
(1935) dergisinin ¢ocuklara ulus ve tarih bilinci kazandirma ¢abalari kapsaminda
degerlendirilmesi amaglanmistir. 16 Subat 1935 tarihinde birinci sayist ¢ikan dergi, 25 Mayis
1935°te 13. ve son sayisiyla yayin hayatina veda etmistir. Derginin her sayisinda bulunan belli
bagli boliimleri; Ulusun Biiyiiklerini Tantyalim, Bin Yagiya (Diismana) Bir Mustafa, Resimle
Sinema, Hayvanlar Ulkesinde, Bilgin Arastirtyor, Yumurcagin Maceralari, Kendi Yazilarimiz
ve Bilmeceler-Bulmacalar’dir. Arastirma sonunda, derginin dénemin anlayis ve kosullarini bire
bir yansittig1, Soyadi Kanunu (1934) ve dilde sadelesme cabalarina iliskin alt metinlere yer
verildigi, Canakkale ve Kurtulus Savaglari’na deginildigi, Tiirk milletinin faziletlerine ve
Atatilirk’{in lider olarak énemine vurgu yapildig1 ve gocuklarda bu yolla ulus ve tarih bilinci
olusturulmaya caligildigi dikkati ¢ekmektedir. Cocuklara kiigiik yetiskinler goziiyle bakilmus,
tarihsel baglami yansitan bir biling kazandirilmaya ¢alisilmis ve onlarin en zor goriilebilecek
isleri dahi basarabilecegi vurgulanmistir. Bununla birlikte dergide ¢ocuklarin eglenmeleri ve
hos vakit gegirmeleri igin tasarlanan yukarida da ifade edilen bazi boliimler mevcuttur.

Anahtar sozciiklerigocuk dergisi, tarih bilinci, ulus bilinci.
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Kolektif bellegimiz olan tarih, kimlik kavrami ve gelecege iliskin algilarin
sekillenmesinde deneyimlerin toplami ve i¢inde yasadigimiz toplum hakkinda ne
diisiindligiimiiz sorusuna verdigimiz yanitlar seklinde nitelenmistir. Toplumlarin bir
tarih anlatisina sahip olmasi ve bunu gelecek kusaklara aktarmasi 6nemlidir. Bu
nedenle tarih 6gretimi, ge¢misten bugiine degin alternatif anlayislarla desteklenerek
toplumsal bir ihtiyagc olarak goriilip O©Onemsenen alanlardan biri olarak
degerlendirilmistir (Carr, 2015; Giiven, 2014; Osborne, 2006; Wineburg, 2018).
Toplumsal tarih bilinci olusturmak admna o&zellikle egitimin kamusallastigr. 19.
ylizyildan itibaren ciddi bir ¢aba ortaya konulmustur. Basin 6geleri ve ‘6zelde ¢ocuk
dergileri de belli asamalardan gegerek ve toplum igin didaktik bir iisluba biiriinerek
donemin ihtiyaglarina yanit vermeye galismistir. Dolayisiyla dergilerdeki baskinlagan
temalar da zamanla degigmistir.

Basin 6gelerinin tarihine bakildiginda baslangicta toplumun. geneline hitap etme
kaygist s6z konusudur. Zamanla cinsiyet, yas ve ilgi gibi bazi faktorler bazinda
cesitlendikleri fark edilmektedir. Bu anlamda ¢ocuklarin yetigkinlerden ayri olarak
degerlendirilmesi, onlara 6zel yazinsal {iriinler olusturulmasinin yolunu a¢mistir.
Bati’da 1722 yilinda Leipzig’de yayimlanan-“Leipziger Wochenblatt fiir Kinder”
dergisi cocuklara yonelik yayinlar baglaminda bir ilk olarak kabul edilmektedir.
Tiirkiye’de dergicilik, 1862 yilinda"“Mecmua-i-Fiinun” ile baglamistir. Tiirkiye’de
cocuk dergilerinin tarihi de ilk olarak 1869’da yayimlanan “Miimeyyiz” iledir ve
1928’¢ kadar toplam 50 cocuk dergisi yaymmlanmistir (Bilge, 2017). Cocuklara
yonelik hazirlanan dergiler; diisiik hacimli, bol resimli ve farkli tiirden eglenceli
metinlere sahip oldugu i¢in/gocuklar tarafindan kitaplara nazaran daha ¢ok tercih
edilmistir (Bilge, 2017). Ik gocuk-dergilerinin egitici, dgretici ve eglendirici 6geler
icerdigi ancak siir, roman ve tiyatro gibi ¢ocuk edebiyati iriinleri igermedigi
goriilmektedir. Ilerleyen donemlerde gocuk dergilerinde bu tiir iiriinler de yer almaya
baglamistir (Ciineyd, 1999). Cocuk dergileri edebi iiriin olarak incelendiginde
Mehmed Semsettin tarafindan ilk sayis1 1876°da ¢ikarilan “Arkadas” isimli derginin
bu konuda énemli bir 6rnek oldugu goriilmektedir. Ciinkii bu dergide yazar, igerikleri
cocuklara uygun-bir sekilde hazirlama kaygisinda olmustur (Ciineyd, 1999). Yaymn
hayatina 1897°de baslayan ve Ahmet Mithat tarafindan ¢ikarilan “Cocuklara Rehber”
dergisi ise 19. yiizyilda ¢ikarilan son ¢ocuk dergisi olarak bilinmektedir ve 166 say1
yayimlanmustir (Simsek, 2001).

Deger asilama araglart olarak goriilen ¢ocuk dergilerinin nicelik ve niteligi
agisindan toplum olarak zengin bir birikime sahip oldugumuz sdylenebilir. Tanzimat
Donemi’nde modernlesme ¢abalari yeni bir ivme kazanmis ve ¢ocuk dergilerince
desteklenmistir (Ozdemir ve Toprakec1, 2019). Bu dénemde c¢ocuklar; ilk kez birer
birey olarak dnemsenmeye baslanmis, gelecegin kurucusu, kurtaricisi ve koruyucusu
olarak goriilmiigtiir. Dénemin ¢ocuk dergilerinde didaktik bir iislup kullanilmis ve
cocuklar1 terbiye etmek amaclanmistir (Ozdemir ve Toprakei, 2019). ittihat ve
Terakki Donemi’nde gocuk dergileri, benzer bir amagla siyasal erk tarafindan etkin
bir sekilde kullanilmaya cahsilmistir (Ozdemir ve Toprakegi, 2019). Cocuk
dergilerinde Cumbhuriyet’in ilk yillarinda da ayni misyon devam ettirilerek Batili ve
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ulusal degerlere sahip vatandaslar yetistirme amaci dncelenmistir (Koger, 2020). Harf
Devrimi'ni takip eden yillarda dergilerin goriinim ve igeriklerinde onemli
degisiklikler olmustur. Cocuk dergilerinde 1950’lerden itibaren Amerikan ¢izgi
romanlari, 1980’lerden itibaren ise kiiresellesme egiliminin etkisiyle popiiler kiiltiir
Ogeleri baskin olmaya baslamistir (Koger, 2020).

Bilindigi tizere 1930’lar pek cok agidan 6nemli gelismelerin yasandig: yillardir
ve Ekim 1929'un son haftasindaki Wall Street faciasindan, Ingiltere'nin 3. Eyliil
1939'da Almanya'ya savas ilanina kadar, basli basina bir tarihsel dénem olarak
nitelendirilebilir. Bu 10 y1l, neredeyse tiim Bat1 i¢in yiizyilin ekonomik olarak en feci
ve bunalimli yillaridir (Hutchison, 2009). Korumacilik ve agirt milliyet¢ilik gibi bazi
egilimler yeniden yikselise geg¢mistir. Bu yillar, Tirkiye’nin yakin komsusu
Sovyetler Birligi agisindan da olduk¢a 6nemliydi. Stalin’in uygulamalari; Rusya
acisindan ciddi bir otoriterlesmenin, ice kapanmanin, sabotaj, casusluk veya devleti
yikmaya ¢alismak gibi hayali siyasi suglar i¢in milyonlarca insanin sorguya cekildigi,
stirgiin edildigi, iskence edildigi ya da oldiiriildigii yillar olarak tarihe gegmistir
(Gerber ve van Landingham, 2021). iktidara gelen fasist ve totaliter rejimler;
otoriterlikleri, milliyetcilikleri, demokrasi-wve ‘bireysel @ oOzgiirliklere karsi
diismanliklart ile Avrupa tarihine damga<vurmustur (Arendt, 1951). Bu yillarda
Almanya'nin siyasi niyetlerine ve askeri yeteneklerine iliskin algilart manipiile etme
girigimleri, stratejik aldatmayi zirveye tasimistir. Bu gelismeler ¢ercevesinde
1930'larda uluslararas1 giiven ve baris ortaminin yikildigi goriilmektedir (Mihalka,
1980). Tarling (2016); soz konusu yillarda Asya’da uluslararasi kriz ortaminin
bolgesel gerilimleri daha da siddetlendirdigini, emperyalizmi koriikledigini ve
nihayetinde II. Diinya Savasi'na yol actigimni, bolgesel kimlik duygusu ve
emperyalizme kars1 diren¢ diislincesinin yayginlastigini vurgulamistir. Gelismeler
nedeniyle tiim diinyay: farkli bir-atmosferin kapladigi ve bunun toplum yasamini
derinden etkiledigi anlasiimaktadir (Armaoglu, 2018; Bodur, 2005; Harman, 2011).

Bat1 biliminin Tirk egitim sistemine girmeye basladigi 20. yilizyilm ilk
yillarindan beri (Lewis, 2011), egitim sistemi siyasi erkin istekleri dogrultusunda
sekillenmis, . Comhuriyet’in kurucu kadrolari; devraldiklar1 karmagik egitim
sitemindeki agiklari, tiim bilim ve egitim kurumlarin1 Maarif Vekaletine baglayarak
ortadan kaldirmaya calismistir (Giiven, 2010). Atatiirk’iin 1929°da Afet Inan’dan
destek  alarak-hazirlattigi Medeni Bilgiler adindaki kitabin yurttashk bilgisi
derslerinde. okutulmasiyla da (Aksin, 2012) Tirk cocuklarina iyi birer yurttas
olmalarinin gerekleri ve tarih bilinci sunulmaya ¢aligilmigtir. Tiirk milletine tarihteki
durusu ve faaliyetleri kapsaminda bir gurur ve 6viinme duygusu verebilmek adina
ortaya koyulan bazi tarih teorileri, 1932°den itibaren egitim kurumlarinda tarih
Ogretiminin temel dayanagini olusturmustur (Ziircher, 2012). 1930’lar, Tiirkiye
acisindan hi¢ olmadigi kadar milli birlik ve beraberligin pekistirilmesi, baris
vurgusunun yapilmasi ve yakin geg¢miste kazanilan askeri zaferlerin hatirlatilmasi
temalarini 6n plana ¢ikarmistir. Dig politika agisindan Akdeniz’in 1sindig1, Balkanlar
ve Orta Dogu’da gerginliklere yol acan uluslararasi sorunlarin oldugu, II. Diinya
Savasi’nin ayak seslerinin isitildigi bu donemde, Tiirkiye bir yandan bolgesel barisi
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koruma ¢abalarma girerken diger yandan kalkinma atilimlar1 yapmak durumunda
kalmistir. Bu donem Tiirkiye Cumbhuriyeti agisindan yeni bir egitim ve kiiltiir
yasaminin benimsenmeye bagladigi, okullasmanmn arttirildigi  ve {iniversite
reformunun yapildig1 yillardir. Yani bu yillarda devrimlerin dnemli bir kismi1 bilim,
egitim ve kiiltiir alanlarina yogunlagmaktadir. Bu durum bir biitiin olarak toplumda
iiretilen yayinlar1 ve 6zellikle cocuklara yonelik hazirlananlari etkilemistir.

Cocuk dergilerinin incelenmeye deger ve kiymeti essiz birer tarihsel kanit ya da
basin dgesi olmasi, cocuk edebiyati basta olmak iizere ilgili diger konularda ¢alisan
arastirmacilarin dikkatini ¢ekmis ve bu konuda belirli bir birikim saglanmustir (Asar
ve Yesilyurt, 2017; Aslan, 2006; Davulcu ve Temel, 2016; Gurbetoglu,. 2006;
Sarikaya, 2010). Bazi arastirmalarda cocuk dergilerinin, dbulundugu donemin
anlayisini ortaya koyma ¢abasinda oldugu goriilmiistiir (Tugluoglu, 2015; Yilmaz,
2017). Toplum hayatindan ve politikadan ayr1 disiiniilemeyecegi . acik olan bu
dergilerin; bilgilendirme ve eglendirme islevi yaninda okuyucularina agik ya da ortiik
mesajlar verme ve doneminin olaylarini, diisiincelerini yansitma araci olma islevleri
de bulunmaktadir. Bu nedenle donemin anlayis ve bakis agisint yansitmalari agisindan
onemli kaynaklar oldugu aciktir (Alabas, 2019; Kaptan ve Siirmeli, 2013; Kiiciik,
2010). Tiirkiye’de cocuk dergilerine yonelik arastirmalar, gogunlukla eski harfli olan
dergilere odaklanmaktadir (Akbayrak, 2014). Tiirkiye’de ozellikle 1950’lere kadar
olan dénemde yayimlanan yeni harfli ¢cocuk dergilerini inceleyen ¢aligmalar sinirli
sayidadir (Alabas, 2019; Alabas ve Kamer, 20165 Duman, 2010; Oztekin, 2019;
Turanli, 2017; Ustiindag ve Bakan, 2022). Oysa bu dergilerin de galismalara daha
fazla konu edilmesi alanyazina katki sunacakfir. Istanbul merkezli olan ve Burhan
Dogan Bilbasar tarafindan 1935 yilinda yayimlandigi anlagilan haftalik Olgun Cocuk
Dergisi yeni harflidir. Arastirma kapsaminda s6z konusu derginin secilmesinde;
1930’lu yillarin anlayisini yansitma potansiyelinin yiiksek olmasi, yayimlanan
sayilarinin incelenmeye deger miktarda olmasi, igerik acisindan zengin olmasi, tiim
sayilarina erisilebiliyor. olmas1 ve tarihsel konulara deginiyor olmasi 6zellikleri
dikkate alinmmstir.

Bu c¢alismada nitel arastirma yontemlerinden dokiiman incelemesi kullanilarak
Olgun Cocuk dergisinin (1935) 6zelliklerinin ortaya koyulmasi ve buradan hareketle
¢ocuklarda ulus ve tarih bilinci olusturma agisindan igeriklerinin degerlendirilmesi
amagclanmistir. Arastirma sorusu, “Olgun Cocuk dergisi hangi 6zelliklere sahiptir ve
dergide ulus ve tarih bilinci olusturmaya iliskin ne tiir dgeler vardir?” seklinde
belirlenmistir.

Arastirmanin alt problemleri agagida sunulmustur:
-Olgun Cocuk hangi 6zelliklere sahiptir?
-Olgun Cocuk’ta ulus bilinci gelistirmeye yonelik ne tiir dgeler vardir?

-Olgun Cocuk’ta tarih bilinci gelistirmeye yonelik ne tiir 6geler vardir?
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Yontem

Dokiiman incelemesi; sosyal diinyay1 kesif ve agiklama amaciyla (Altheide,
2000; Silverman, 2021) arastirilmasi hedeflenen olgular hakkinda bilgiler igeren
materyallerin derinlemesine ve sistematik analizini kapsayan bir yontemdir.
Dokiiman analizi genellikle bir metin veya belgeyi anlamak, i¢erigini degerlendirmek,
bilgi ¢ikarmak veya belirli bir amaca hizmet etmek i¢in yapilan bir analiz siirecidir.
Bu yoniiyle dokiiman analizi bir desen olarak degerlendirilmektedir. Kitaplar,
gazeteler, resimler ve dergiler dokiiman incelemesinin konusu olabilir (Lune ve Berg;
2017). Insanlarin eglenmesi, bilgilenmesi ya da ikna edilmesi icin olusturulan popiiler
kiiltiire iliskin evraklarin incelenmesiyle dogrudan gozlemlenemeyen ya da konuyla
ilgili goriisiilebilecek kimsenin olmadigi zaman ve durumlarla ilgili bilgi elde
edilebilir (Merriam, 2013). Bu yontemde ilk olarak verilerin elde edilecegi dokiimanin
belirlenmesi gereklidir, ardindan onun orijinal olup olmadigi titizlikle kontrol edilir.
Dokiimanin yazildigi baglam ve icerik hakkinda “olabildigince  derinlemesine
degerlendirmeler yapmak aragtirmacinin sorumlulugundadir. Tipik bir dokiiman
incelemesi; arastirmacilarin dokiimanlarin olusum bicimi ve kosullar1 hakkinda bilgi
toplamalari, 6zgiinliik ve giivenirliklerini kontrol etmeleri gibi siirecleri kapsar
(Seggie ve Bayyurt, 2015; Yildirim ve Simsek, 2013). Bowen’a (2019) gére dokiiman
analizi siirecinde izlenmesi gereken agamalar; aragtirma sorusunu tanimlama ve analiz
edilecek belgeleri secme, belgeleri analiz etmek icin bir kodlama cergevesi veya
analitik yaklagim gelistirme, segilen analitik yaklagimi kullanarak belgelerden veri
toplama ve verileri yorumlama ve bulgulara dayali sonuglar ¢ikarma seklindedir.

Dokiimanin Belirlenmesi ve Analizi

Bu arastirmanin ana veri kaynagi, Ankara Milli Kiitiiphane’de “1971 SB 339~
yer numarasiyla 13 sayi olarak bulunan Olgun Cocuk dergisidir. Dergi, igerik analizi
yapilarak incelenmistir. Boyle analizlerde dokiimandaki 6riintii ve mesajlarin tespit
edilebilmesi, ne anlama. geldiklerinin anlasilabilmesi i¢in sistemli ve analitik siirecler
ise kosulmaktadir. Verilerin bir yandan betimlenmesi bir yandan da yorumlanmasi,
bu tarz analizlerin belirleyici 6zelliklerindendir (Glesne, 2013; Patton, 2014). Dergide
oncelikle temel ana bagliklar tespit edilmis; basliklarin igeriklerine yonelik bilgiler,
ana kategori/temalar ve kodlar ¢ercevesinde kayit edilmistir (Sekil 1). Bu asamada
Merriam’m. (2013) nitel veri analiz siirecindeki islem basamaklarindan (kategori
olusturma, bunlar1 siniflandirma, etiketleme ve ciimle olarak ifade etme)
yararlanilmigtir. Elde edilen veriler, iiretildikleri sosyal baglam yani 1930’1u yillarin
kosullarim1 ortaya koyan alanyazindaki arastirmalarin bulgular diisiiniilerek
yorumlanmastir.
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Sekil 1
Dokiiman Incelemesinde Izlenen Asamalar

On inceleme Detayli inceleme ve Degerlendirme ve
temalar1 olusturma raporlama

Doénemin tiim c¢ocuk dergilerinin incelenmesi ve tek bir yayinda sunulmasi
olanak dahilinde olmadig1 i¢in donemin kosullarini yansitabilecegi anlasilan tek bir
derginin incelenmesi yoluna gidilmistir.

Inandiriciik, Aktarilabilirlik, Tutarhlik ve Dogrulanabilirlik

Alanyazinda kod ve temalarin bagka bir arastirmaci tarafindan kontrol edilmesi
gerekli goriilmese de arastirmada ulagilan verilerin inandiriciligi; igerik analizi sonucu
ortaya ¢ikan tema ve Oriintiilerin alanda benzer-arastirmalari bulunan bir uzmanin
goriisiine sunulmasi yoluyla saglanmistir (Creswell, 2013). Ayrica inandiricilik ve
dogrulanabilirligi saglamak adina zengin betimleme teknigi kullanilmis yani
dokiiman olabildigince baska arastirmaci ve okuyucular icin detayli bir sekilde tasvir
edilmistir (Merriam, 2013). Zengin betimleme, nitel arastirmada, incelenen olgunun
meydana geldigi baglam ve ortamin derinlemesine tasvirini igermektedir. Zengin
betimleme, ilgilenilen fenomenin kapsamlr bir sekilde anlasilmasini saglayarak nitel
aragtirma bulgularinin niteligini artirabilir. Calismanin aktartilabilirlik, tutarlilik ve
dogrulanabilirlik boyutlarinin-saglanabilmesi i¢in “Yontem” basligi miimkiin
oldugunca agik ve anlasilir yazilmigtir. Calisma kapsaminda dokiimandan alintilanan
pasajlar (yazim yanlisi olan ifadeler de dahil olmak iizere) dénemin dil ve ifade
bicimlerinin okuyucu tarafindan goriilebilmesi igin degistirilmeden ve
diizenlenmeden almmustir. Inandirieiligin saglanmasi adina derginin kiinyesi ve genel
ozelliklerine iliskin detayl: bilgiler sunulmustur.

Arastirmacuarin Rolii

Arastirmacinin bakis agis1 ve rolii bu arastirma kapsaminda dokiimanin objektif
bir bigimde incelenmesi ve ulasilan verilerin dogrulanmasi kapsaminda etkili
olmustur. Calismanm giris ve bulgular bolimiinde de goriilecegi iizere
arastirmacilarin bakis agis1 ve siibjektif yorumlarindan ziyade alanyazinda tartisilan
olgular 6n planda tutulmustur.

Bulgular
Arastirmanin bulgular asagidaki bagliklarda sunulmustur.

Olgun Cocuk Dergisine iliskin Genel Bulgular

Arastirmanin genel bulgulara goére Olgun Cocuk, 16 Subat-25 Mayis 1935
tarihleri arasinda toplam 13 say1 olarak 6zel tesebbiis tarafindan ¢ikarilmis bir ¢ocuk
dergisidir. 7 Subat 1935 tarihinde bir tanitim sayisi ile halka duyurulmustur. Bu sayida
icerikte yer alacak baslik ve temalarla ilgili genel bilgilere yer verildigi ve derginin
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“esi olmayan, haftalik cocuk gazetesi” olarak nitelendigi goriilmektedir. Haftalik
olarak yayimlanma, ¢esitli konularda hediyeli yarismalar yapma ve ¢ocuklarin ilgisini
cekebilecek gorsel ve igeriklere olabildigince fazla yer verme gibi yayin ilkeleri
okuyucuyla paylagilmigtir.

Derginin ilk sayisinda “Ni¢in ¢ikiyoruz? Yalniz senin igin Biiyiik Tiirk Cocugu”
ifadesi yer almaktadir (Olgun Cocuk, 16 Subat 1935, s.1). Dergide “Olgun Cocuk
Yedi Giinde Bir Cumartesi Giinleri Cikar, Tiirk Cocuklarimin Biricik Dergisidir™
yazis1 6n plandadir. Cocuklara hitaben su agiklama yer almaktadir:

Tiirk cocugu, bu dergiyi ¢ikarirken biitiin diisiincemiz yalniz sendin. Diistintiyor
ve istiyorduk ki bu dergi senin yalniz senin olsun. Bu derginin i¢inde sen her seyi
bulabilesin. Bu dergi sana deger versin. Sana bilgi kazandirsin. Seni eglendirsin. Senin
biricik arkadagin olsun. Senin biiyiik varligina biraz daha gii¢ katarak, seni yurdun ve
ulusun i¢in bir Bilgin yapsin. Senin bu biiyiik {ilkiilii. yolunda biz biraz olsun bir
yardimct, sana bir yoldas olabilirsek ne mutlu bize. (Olgun Cocuk, 1935:15).

Metin-gorsel dengesi saglanan dergi, yayimlandigi donem igin ¢ocuklara ilgi
cekici gelebilecek iceriklere sahiptir. Metinler . donemin dil 6zelliklerini
yansitmaktadir ve Oz Tiirkge vurgusu 6n plandadir. Okuyucularma yonelik bu
konudaki ilk uyarisinda: “Dergimizin yazilari bastan basa sizin anlyyacaginiz bigimde
oz dilimizle yazilmistir. Bundan boyle de 6yle yazilacaktir. Her sayida kullandigimiz
kulaginiza yabanci gelecek sézlerin sayisi otuzu gecmiyecektir. Yanlarina da
otedenberi konusmakta oldugumuz, karisik ve oz olmayan eski dil sozlerile
karsiliklarini simdilik yazacagiz!...” (Olgun Cocuk, Subat, 16, 1935: 5) ifadelerine
yer verilmistir. Ozellikle Harf Devrimi ve dilde sadelesme hareketlerinin dergide 6n
plana ¢gikan temalar oldugu goriilmektedir. 9. sayisinda Ulusun Biiyiiklerini Tantyalim
béliimiinde bu ¢aba“Ozdil Savasi” olarak nitelenmistir. Dolmabahce Sarayi’nda
toplanan Dil Kurultayi’na da bir atif vardir.

Gorsel agidan incelendiginde renkli bir igerigi oldugu goriilen dergi, bu konuda
da iddialidir. Dergi kadrosuna gore, o giine degin ¢ikarilan gorseli en bol dergidir:

(Olgun Cocuk) gazetesinin biitlin yapraklar1 senin yiiziine giilecek, seni
sevingten cildirtacak giizel resimlerle siisliidiir. Higbir ¢ocuk gazetesi bugiinedek bu
kadar ¢okive giizel resimli olarak ¢ikmamuigtir. (Olgun Cocuk, Subat, 7, 1935).

Derginin yayin kadrosu ise sdyledir:

-Yonetici Burhan Bilbasar (buyruk ve 1ssisi),
-Yazi isleri sorumlusu iffet Buldam,

-Hikaye ve spor yazilar1 sorumlusu izzet Aykol,
-Karikatiirist Orhan Ural,

-Bilmece yazarlar1 Kemal Besen ve Nurittin’dir.
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Dergi, Letafet Matbaasinda basilmis ve Ankara Caddesi Vakif Yurdu adresinde
dagitilmistir. Adres ise Istanbul: Ankara Caddesi Letafet Matbaasi, posta adresi
Istanbul, posta kutusu 68 seklindedir.

Dergi kadrosu, ozellikle kapak sayfalarinda: “Tiirk Cocugu, Tiirk okutanlari,
anne ve babalar dergimizde gordiigiiniiz eksikleri, artiklar ve dileklerinizi bildirmek
yurt ve ulus borcunuzdur.” uyarisint paylasmaktadir. Bu uyari, okuyuculardan geri
bildirim istendigini gostermektedir. Tanitimda gorevli olabilmeleri igin‘“‘dergi
bildiricileri” belirleyerek c¢ocuklarla etkin bir iletisim kurmak istemiglerdir.
Bildiricilerin fotograflarina dergide yer vererek derginin isledigi mesajlarm yayilmasi
amactyla okuyuculart tesvik etme ¢abasinda olmuslardir. Cocuklardan fotograf
istenmesi ve bunlardan segilen bazilarmin dergide basilmasi da. s6z konusu
etkilesimin bir yansimasi olarak goriilebilir. Dergi, farkli konularda yarigmalar
diizenleyerek ve kazananlar1 o&diillendirerek de_ okuyucuyla. olan etkilesimini
saglamaya ¢alismistir.

Son sayida derginin okuyucularina veda yazist hazirladigi goriilmektedir.
“Biiylik Tiirk Cocuklar1” isimli bu yazida derginin ertesi sene ¢ikmaya devam
edecegi, cocuklarn ilgisini ¢ekebilecek kitaplar dagitacagini, okuyuculariyla iletisimi
stirdiirecegi vurgulanmistir. Ancak bu arastirmada goriilmiistiir ki dergi ertesine sene
yaym hayatina devam etmemistir. Kitap ~dagitimi, yapilip yapilmadigi ise
bilinmemektedir.

Derginin tiim sayilarinda (kiicik yer kaplayan karikatiirler disarida
birakildiginda) toplam 152 bgliime sahip oldugu goriilmektedir (Tablo 1).

Tablo 1
Olgun Cocuk Dergisinin.Saylart ve Boliimleri
Say1 Tarih Boliimiin Adi
1 16 Subat 1935 Ulusun Biiyiiklerini Tantyalim (Kamal Atatiirk)

1

2. Bin Yagiya Bir Mustafa

3. Resimle Sinema-Denizin Dibinde
4. Can Verip Canlar Kurtaran Tekin
5. Hayvanlar Ulkesinde

6. Bilgin Arastiriyor

7. Yumurcak Disgi

8. Kendi Yazilarimiz

9. Tirk Cocuklariyiz Sarkist

10. Aykut’un Oyuncaklari (Masal)
11. Bilmeceler-Bulmacalar

12. Kartopu Acunu Dolagiyor
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Tablo 1 (devami)

Say1 Tarih Boliimiin Adi
2 2 Mart 1935 Ulusun Biiyiiklerini Tantyalim (Kamal Atatiirk)
Bin Yagiya Bir Mustafa
Resimle Sinema-Denizin Dibinde
iThan’n Papagam
Hayvanlar Ulkesinde
Bilgin Arastiriyor
Minik Ece (Masal)
Spor (Bu yi1l futbol sampiyonu kim olacak?)
Yumurcak Sinemada
Bilmeceler-Bulmacalar
Kartopu Acunu Dolagtyor
Ulusun Biiyiiklerini Tantyalim (Kamal Atatirk)
Bin Yagiya Bir Mustafa
Kara Sokak Cift Tkiye Kars: Songur (Hikaye)
Hayvanlar Ulkesinde
Bilgin Arastirtyor
Kendi Yazilarimiz
Yumurcak Ressam
Tahta Tifek (Masal)
Bilmeceler-Bulmacalar
0. Kartopu Acunu Dolasiyor
Ulusun Biiyiiklerini Tantyalim (Kamal Atatiirk)
Bin Yagiya Bir Mustafa
Bilgin Arastirtyor
Kurtlarin Agzinda (Hikaye)
Yumurcak Bayram Yerinde
Spor (Kayakeilik)
Resimle Sinema-Ilk Caglar Ejderi
Kendi Yazilarimiz
Biz Yapariz (Hikaye)
10. Hayvanlar Ulkesinde
11. Zuhal Yildizinda (Masal)
12. Kuponsuz Bilmeceyi Kazananlar
13. Kartopu Acunu Dolagiyor
Ulusun Biiyiiklerini Tantyalim (Kamal Atatiirk)
Bin Yagiya Bir Mustafa
Bilgin Arastiriyor
Orhan’t Cin mi Carpmus? (Hikaye)
Yumurcak Bakkal Ciragi
iki Fedakar (Masal)
Biz Yapariz (Hikaye)
Hayvanlar Ulkesinde
Kendi Yazilarimiz
Birinci Say1 Bilmesini Kazananlar
Kartopu Acunu Dolagiyor

o

3 9 Mart 1935

4 16 Mart 1935
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Tablo 1 (devami)

Say1 Tarih Boliimiin Adi
6 30 Mart 1935 Ulusun Biiyiiklerini Tantyalim (Kamal Atatiirk)
Bin Yagiya Bir Mustafa
Bilgin Arastirtyor
Hortlaklar Gemisi (Hikaye)
Yumurcak Balik¢1
Beyaz Giivercin (Masal)
Resimle Sinema-Miki ile Topag ve Elektrikli Adam
Biz Yapariz (Hikaye)
Hayvanlar Ulkesinde
10. Kendi Yazilarimiz
11. Adi Biiyiik Ulusun Cocuklartyiz Biz (Tiyatro)
12. Kartopu Acunu Dolastyor

CoNO~WNE

7 6 Nisan 1935 Ulusun Biiyiiklerini Tantyalim (Kamal Atatiirk)
Bin Yagiya Bir Mustafa

Bilgin Arastirtyor

Hortlaklar Gemisi (Hikaye)
Yumurcak Ciftlikte

Martavalc1 (Masal)

Biz Yapariz (Hikaye)

Hayvanlar Ulkesinde

Kendi Yazilarimiz

Ikinci Say1 Bilmecelerini Kazananlar
Kartopu Acunu Dolagtyor

ERRPO~N RN

s

8 13 Nisan 1935 Ulusun Biiyiiklerini Tantyalim (Kamal Atatiirk)
Bin Yagiya Bir Mustafa

Bilgin Arastirtyor

Hortlaklar Gemisi (Hikaye)

Yumurcak Hokkabaz

Resimle Sinema-Badi ve Tobag Tren Kagakgisi
Biz Yapariz (Hikaye)

Kendi Yazilarimiz

Hayvanlar Ulkesinde

10. Kiigiik Gazeteci (Hikaye)

11. Ugiincii Say1 Bilmecelerini Kazananlar

12. Kartopu Acunu Dolagiyor

© N OTRWN
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Tablo 1 (devami)

Say1

Tarih

Bolimiin Adi

9

20 Nisan 1935

CoNO~WNE

Ulusun Biiyiiklerini Tantyalim (Kamal Atatiirk)
Bin Yagiya Bir Mustafa

Bilgin Arastirtyor

Kayanin Képegi

Spor (Galatasaray-Viyana)

Yumurcak ile Kartopu Oyuncak Bonmarsesinde
Biz Yapariz (Hikaye)

Kendi Yazilarimiz

Hayvanlar Ulkesinde

Okumak I¢in Hangi Kitaplar1 Se¢meliyiz

. Baymdirlik Bakanligina Tesekkiir Yazisi
. Agtigimiz Yeni Yariglar

Ucgiincii Sayida Say1lar Cemberi Bilmecesini Dogru
Yapanlar
Kartopu Acunu Dolasiyor

10

27 Nisan 1935

R0 00 kW

iy

Biz Bize

Ulus Biiyiiklerini Tantyalim (Ismet inénii)
Bin Yagiya Bir Mustafa

Ulus Mali Yagiya Verilir mi? (Hikaye)
Bilgin Arastirtyor

Yumurcak Ociinii Nastl Ald1?

Biz Yapariz(Hikaye)

Kendi Yazilarimiz

Hayvanlar Ulkesinde

Dordiincii Say1 Bilmecesini Kazananlar
Kartopu Acunu Dolagtyor

11

4 Mayis 1935

CoNOENMDE

Ulus Biiyiiklerini Taniyalim (Ismet Inénii)
Bin Yagiya Bir Mustafa

Bilgin Arastiriyor

Ulus Mal1 Yagtya Verilir mi? (Hikaye)
Yumurcak 5 Mayis Bayraminda

Biz Yapariz (Hikaye)

Hayvanlar Ulkesinde

Biiyiik [dman Bayramimiz

Baba.. Baba (Masal)

Ulu Atamizin Biiyiik Ulus Kurumu

. Besinci Say1 Bilmecesini Kazananlar
. Kartopu Acunu Dolagiyor
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Tablo 1 (devami)

Say1 Tarih Boliimiin Adi
12 9 Mayi1s 1935 Ulus Biiyiiklerini Tantyalim (Ismet Inénii)
Cumurluk Halk Partisi Bayrami
Bin Yagiya Bir Mustafa
Bilgin Arastirtyor
Sporcu (Hikaye)
Yumurcagin Ugurtmasi
Biz Yapariz (Hikaye)
Spor (Fenerbahge-Yunan Mag1)
Hayvanlar Ulkesinde
10. Kendi Yazilarimiz
11. Kara Kinran (Masal)
12. Kartopu Acunu Dolastyor
Biiyiik Tiirk Cocuklart
Ulus Biiyiiklerini Taniyalim (Ismet Inénii)
Bin Yagiya Bir Mustafa
Yangin (Hikaye)
Yumurcak‘Armanlara Imtihanlara Aniklantyor
Biz Yapariz (Hikaye)
Spor (Besiktas-Apollon Mag1)
Hayvanlar Ulkesinde
Kiigiik Tayyareci (Masal)
Yedinci Say1 Bilmecesini Kazananlar
Kartopu Acunu Dolagiyor

CoNO~WNE

13 25 Mayis 1935

e e R

=&

Dergide en fazla boliime yer verilen sayi, 20 Nisan 1935’te yayimlanmustir.
Diger sayilar 10, 11, 12 boliim seklinde tasarlanmistir. Derginin tiim sayilarinda
kesintisiz devam eden boliimler vardir. Bunlardan ilki “Ulusun Biiyiiklerini Taniyalim
(Kamal Atatiirk)” boltimiidiir. Boliimde Atatiirk’iin yasami, miicadeleleri ve Tiirk
milleti i¢in yaptiklari, ¢ocuklarin bakis agisiyla ele alinmaktadir. Son 3 sayisinda bu
boliim,-“Ulus Bityiiklerini Taniyalim” ismini alarak Ismet Indnii’niin yasamini ele
almigtir. Mustafa isimli bir gocugun Milli Miicadele’ye katkilarina yer verilen “Bin
Yagiya Bir Mustafa” adli hikdye, derginin tiim sayilarinda yer alan bir diger
boliimdiir. Mustafa’nin maceralart “Otiikte (Tarihte) Biiyiik Cocuklar” basligt ile
sunulmustur. “Yumurcagin Maceralari, Hayvanlar Ulkesinde, Kartopu Acunu
Dolastyor” isimli boliimler de tiim sayilarda yayimlanmistir. “Bilgin Arastirtyor”
isimli bilgi igerikli yazilar 12 say1, Tiirkiye’nin gelecekte nasil bir {ilke olacagina
iligkin iitopik anlatimlara yer verilen “Biz Yapariz” isimli bolim ve okuyucularin
yazilarina yer verilen “Kendi Yazilarimiz” boliimleri 10 sayi, “Resimle Sinema”
boliimii ise 5 say1 yayimlanmigtir.
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Olgun Cocuk Dergisinde Ulus ve Tarih Bilinci Kazandirma Cabasina Yonelik
Bulgular

Dergide yeri geldik¢e Tiirk milletinin faziletlerine, Atatlirk’iin ¢abalarinin
onemine ve Tiirk cocuklarinin biiyiik isler basarabilecegine deginilmistir. Bu tema,
ozellikle “Ulusun Biiyiiklerini Tantyalim” ve “Bin Yagiya Bir Mustafa” boliimlerinde
goriilmektedir. Bununla birlikte dergi bir biitiin olarak ¢ocuklara belirli fikirleri
astlama gayretindedir ve Tiirk ¢ocuklarmin biiyiik sorumluluklarina (vatant kerumak
ve ileriye tasimak) yardimci olacak igerikler tiretmek iddiasindadir.

Ulusun Biiyiiklerini Taniyalim Béliimiine Iliskin Bulgular

Ulusun Biiyiiklerini Taniyalim bdliimiinde yer verilen yazilarda Milli Miicadele
tarihine odaklanilarak ¢ocuklarda ulus ve tarih bilinci olusturulmaya ¢aligilmistir.
Atatlirk'lin yasami1, miicadeleleri, Tiirk milletinin kurtulusu igin.verdigi emekler ve
gergeklestirdigi devrimler ele alinmaktadir. Islenen ‘konular. arasinda Canakkale
Savasi, TBMM nin agilmasi, Biiyiik Taarruz, Cumhuriyet’in Ilani1, Atatiirk Orman
Ciftligi’nin acilmasi, Harf Devrimi ve gerekceleri, kadin haklariyla ilgili adimlar ve
ekonomik alandaki geligsmeler vardir.

Boyle iken Atatiirk yurdun bu.en kott gliniinde orduyu diizene koymus, ordu
kumandanlarini yapilacak seylererinandirmis ve bir atilisla giizel Edirnemizi
yagilarin elinden kurtarmisti. Boylelikle cok daha agir irseliklerle (sartlarla)
baris (sulh) yapmak isteyen yagilara ve araya giren uluslara ayak ve soz
direyebilmistik. Daha o' ¢aglarda Atatiirk bu biiyiik yararliligi ile Atatiirk,
ulusunu birinci 6liimden kurtarmis, ona can vermisti. (alkislar)... (Olgun Cocuk,
Mart, 2, 1935: 3).

Atatlirk bu savag alaninda, anafartalarda neler yaratmadi ki.. Acun savasinin en
{inlii utkusunu (zaferini) Tiirk ulusuna bagisliyan o idi. Yurdu, Istanbulu,
ulusumuzun otiikteki (tarihteki) biiyiikk adimni kurtaran yalniz ve yalniz onun,
biiylik' Ata Turkiin varligr idi. (Yasa; bin yasa sen Atatiirk!..) Bu haykiris
okulanin (okulun) toplanti odasindaki boskutlularin (talebelerin) yiireklerinden
birden kopmus, ortalik alkigtan inlemisti. (Olgun Cocuk, Mart, 9, 1935: 3).

Ama biiyiik Atatiirk Tiirk ulusuna yapilan bu kétiiliiklere, ad1 biiylik ulusumuzun
olumiine goz gore, gore katlanamazdi ya ve bir giin tasti, costu. Saraya, padisaha
ve ulus adamlarina yigit¢e, yapilan isin kotiliigiinii bunun ulus igin bir algaklik
oldugunu bagirarak, haykirarak soyledi. Yagilar bu yigit kumandanin
yakalatilmasmi istediler. Atatiirk buna karsilik olmak {izere kumandalik
oniformalarini, apoletlerini soktii kopardi. Yiizlerine firlatti. Ve yasamak, tutsak
olmadan agik alinla yasamak isteyen ulusun basma gegti. Anadoluya gitti,
Samsuna ¢ikti. Biraz sonra kurtulus i¢in ¢aligmiya and igen gengler, iyi diistinceli
stibaylar (zabitler) ile Erzurumda bir toplant1 yapti. Artik yer, yer, kdy, koy biitiin
Tiirk ulusu kadimi erkegi, genci ihtiyari, golugu ¢ocugu ile bu bityiik kurtaricinin
cevresinde toplanmaga bagladi. Tiirk ulusu kalkinmak, dliimden kurtulmak,
kendi biiyiik adma yakisan bir yasayis yaratmak icin kisaca, kurtulus igin
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Oliinceyedek biitiin varliklar ile ¢aligacagina biiyiik Atamizin 6niinde kendi
biiyiik adlar1 {izerine and igtiler. (Olgun Cocuk, Mart, 16, 1935: 2)

Diisiiniin arkadaslar ki biitiin bu isler, bu biiyiik savas ve utku ondért giin iginde
bitirilmisti. Ondort giin bu. Ondort glinde yurdun bu bat1 yanini degil bastan basa
yagilardan temizlemek soyle cabucak dolagilmaz bile. Bu ne atilis ne saldiristir
ki bu kadar az giin i¢inde bu bilyiik kurtulug savasi bagarilabilmisti. Bu gii¢ Tirk
ordularina nereden gelmisti. Yalniz ve yalniz biiylik Atamizin haykwan ve
haykiran ve buyuran sesinden: (Tiirk ordulari ileri daima ileri. dlk amaciiz
Akdenizdir!..) (Olgun Cocuk, Mart, 23, 1935: 3)

Yiizyillardir yapilamayan bu 6z ve biiyiik is iste boyle bir- den basarildi. Ciinkii
bunu yapan ulusun biitin canile varligi ile inandig1 Bilyiik atamiz Kamal
Atatiirktii. O ne ister ve diisiiniirse o yapilir, o basarilirdi. Ciinkii o Ttrk soyunun
ilerleme ve yenilik yolunda bekledigi AtalarinAtas1 Kamal Atatiirktii. (Olgun
Cocuk, Mart, 30, 1935: 3)

Biz once satin aliyorduk. Ama simdi hem kendimiz yaptyor ve hem de
baskalarina satryoruz. Bu ne biiyiik utkudur. Ekonomi utkusudur kardesler.
Biitlin bunlar1 yaratan yapan ve basaran Atalarin AtasyKamal Atatiirk ve acunun
en caligkan ulusu Biiyiik Tiirktiir. (Olgun Cocuk; Nisan, 13, 1935: 3)

Biiyiik Tiirk ¢ocuklart: Atatiirk yavrulari. Ne kadar bagirsaniz, haykirsaniz ve
oviinseniz, size gonendir(haktir). Siz biitiin yurdun varliginiza inandig1, ve ulu
Atasinin bunu her yerde ve her vakit sdyledigi yurdun 6z varlart Tirk
¢ocuklarisiniz. Evet, Tiirk ¢ocugu yapar, basarir ve yaratir. Ciinki inandig1 bir
tek giic, bir tek varlik vardir. (Kamal Atatiirk). Bagirin yavrularim, haykirin Tiirk
gengleri. Yasasin, binler yasasin Tiirkiin biiylik Atasi ulu 6nder Kamal Atatiirk.
Okulanin (Okulun). toplantt odasi bu haykiran, tasan, cosan Tiirk ¢ocuklarimin
yiireklerinden kopan (yasasin Kamal Atatiirk) seslerinden inledi, inledi, inledi.
(OlgunCocuk; Nisan; 20, 1935: 3)

Bu ‘pasajlarda Atatiirk’iin ulus icin Onemine ve katkilarmma deginildigi
goriilmektedir. Bunlar disinda Atatiirk’iin Canakkale Savasi’ndaki yararliliklar (3.
sayl), kongrelerin yapilmasi ve Biiyiik Millet Meclisinin agilmasi (4. say1), Kurtulus
Savasi (S=say1), Sapka Devrimi (6. say1), Atatiirk’{in Biiyiik Nutku ve iilke ¢apinda
gergeklestirilen yenilik ve projeler (7. say1), ekonomi alanindaki devrimler (8. say1),
Harf Devrimi ve 6z dil savasi (9. say1) dergide yer verilen tarihsel bilgiler arasinda
yer almaktadir.

Dergide Atatiirk’{in 6nemini giiclendirmek adina dénemin tarihe bakis agisini
yansitir bir bigimde dnceki yonetime (saltanat-Osmanli Dénemi) karsi alinan cephe
acikca goriilmektedir. Ozellikle padisahin Tiirk milletini kaderine terk ederek
diismanlarla anlastig1 vurgulanmaktadir. Boyle pasajlar, Osmanlilik yerine Tirkliik
bilincinin asilanmaya ¢alisildig1 diger bazi boliimlere de destek niteligindedir:
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(Padigsah Vahdettin igin)...Ama kotii yasamiya alismis olan bu ..., bunca para
ile kact1g1 halde kotii bir yasay1s iginde yabanci illerde dldii gitti. Tirkiin admn1
kirleten bu ... Belki de Ozii temiz ulusumuza kirli ellerile kir siirmege
kalkarlardi, Saltanat yikildi. Ve ... iistelik kendilerine yillarca calismadan
yasayabilecekleri kadar para verilerek yurttan atildilar. (Olgun Cocuk, Mart, 23,
1935: 3)

Yiizlerce yildir 6zii temiz ve ¢ok c¢aliskan ulusumuzu; Eski ¢aglarin geri kafali
padigahlari, sultanlari kendi yararlarmi diisiinerek din perdesi altinda geriye
stiriiklemisti. (Olgun Cocuk, Mart, 30, 1935: 2)

Ulus Biiyiiklerini Taniyalim béliimii, son 3 sayida Ismet indnii’niin biiyiik bir
vatansever ve 0rnek alinmasi gereken bir devlet adami oldugunu anlatmaktadir:

Bu 6yle bir hayat ki; Siz onda baranli bir siiniin zorlu bir siyasacinin, kavrayici
ve basarici bir idarecinin parlak ve goz alic1 goriikenlerini gorebilirsiniz; bu biiyiik
adamin yast hep bunlari yaratmakla, yurdunu yiikseltmek i¢in emek vermekle
geemistir; En son bag bakanlikta gosterdigi degerli varligi; kendisini bir savasci ve
siyasact olarak taniyan acuna giiglii bir ulus adami1 olarak da tanitmis, sevdirmis ve
saydirmistir... (Olgun Cocuk, Mayzs, 4, 1935: 3)

Bin Yagiya Bir Mustafa Béliimiine Iligkin Bulgular

Bin Yagtya Bir Mustafa isimli boliimde, Mustafa’nin bir ¢ocuk olarak diismanlar
karsisindaki dirayeti, zekas1 ve vatan sevgisi pek cok kez vurgulanmaktadir. Bu vurgu
yapilirken diismanlarin bu yigitlik ve cesaret karsisinda aslinda zavalli ve komik
durumda olduklar1 alt metnine yer verilmektedir. Mustafa ile nobetgi diisman askeri
arasinda gegen bir diyalogda bu acikca goriilmektedir:

cirlak sesetokve yigit bir ses karsilik verdi: -Koye gidiyom ndbetgi. Ben ¢oban
Mistafal. Hani sizin yiizbasinin ¢gobani yokmu iste o.. (Olgun Cocuk, Subat, 16,
1935: 4)

Mustafa, kiigiik bir ¢ocuk olmasia ragmen kimseden korkmayan bir yigittir.
flerleyen kisimlarda &lmekten korkmadigini ve vatan igin gerektiginde asla tereddiit
etmeden 6lecegini ifade etmektedir. Mustafa’nin maceralar anlatilirken diismanlarin
ozellikle 'dis goriiniisleri, konusma tarzlar1 gibi o6zelliklerinin kiigiimsendigi
goriilmektedir. Bu bolimiin ilerleyen kisimlarinda Mustafa’nin  bir  diigman
nobetgisini bigaklamasi, bir diisman cephane deposunu patlatmasi, diismanlarin
havada ucarak O6lmeleri, Mustafa’nin ailesinin diigman askerlerince siingiilenerek
sehit edilmesi gibi siddet igerikleri vardir (2. sayi, s. 5; 4. say1, s. 5; 5. say1, s. 4-5).

Yiiz bagi Kemal Tunc gozleri yasla dolu olarak bu tasin iizerine, kendi eliyle
(Bin yagiya bir Mustafa) yazisim1 kazdi, sonra gozleri yasli duran
Mehmedciklere dondii ve bagirdi:
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-(Bin yagiya bir Mustafay1r ¢ok goren bir Ulusuz biz!) bagirin kardeslerim,
bagirin:.. Yasasin Ulu Tiirk ulusu!.

Yasasin yigit Mustafa !.

Yasasin Yurdun kurtulus yolunda bize 6nder (Rehber) olan Gazi Mustafa Kemal
Pasa !... (O giinlerde biiyiik 6nder Kamal Atatiirk boyle anilirdi.) Yiizden artik
yigit Tiirk siilerinin yiireklerinden kopan (Yasasin!) seslerine karsi daglar
karsilik verdiler:... -(Yasasin !.)

Giin dogarken bir silah patladi. Iyi ama Mustafa gercekten Slmils mi idi?
Hayir... Hayir.. (Olgun Cocuk, Mart, 9, 1935: 4-5)

Yagilar bombalar1 kopriinlin altina gizlice dosediler: ve bombalarin ucuna
bagladiklar1 uzun bir teli yerlere yayarak {istiine otlar orterek koépriiden
uzaklagtilar. Yagilardan birisi biliyiikk bir ot kiimesinin arkasina gizlendi.
Bombanin diigmesi burada olacakti. Yagilar biraz daha oyalandilar. Mustafay1
tasa almistt. Ya bunlar simdi buralarda saklanirlarsa, hepsile basa ¢ikmak giictii.
Tan yeri de az, az kizarmaga baslamigti. Vakit yaklasiyordu. Tiirk siilerine salik
(haber) vermege de vakit kalmamistie Ne yapacakti. Boyle elleri bogriinde
bekliyecek miydi. ... Silah sesini duyan yigit Tiirk siileri arslanlar gibi ileri
atildilar... Ne olmustu. ne olmustu-da:bomba sandigmin basindaki yagi diigmeye
basamamisti. Basi oniine yikilmis kalmisti. Mustafa tam vaktinde ise karigmisti.
(Olgun Cocuk, Mart, 16, 1935:'4-5)

... Yl{izbasi biisbiitiin sagirmisti. Nasil oluyordu, nasil oluyordu da 13 yasindaki
bu kiigiik c¢ocuk boyle seyler yapiyordu. Sonra bu diisiincesinden kendi
kendisine utandi. Elbet olurdu. Bu karsisindaki yavru bir Tirk ¢ocugu idi.
Damarlarinda Tiirk kan1 dolasiyordu... (Olgun Cocuk, Mart, 23, 1935: 4-5)

...Yag1 ylizbasisi1 kendi elile 6liimiin kucagina attig1 bu yigit gocugun karsisinda
saygl ile egildi. Yagr da olsa deger bilirdi. Yurdu i¢in her seyi canini bile
esirgemeyen bu bilyiik Tiirk ¢ocugunu o da saygiladi: ... (Olgun Cocuk, Nisan,
6,1935:5).

Mustafa. Yigit ¢ocuk. Tiirk, Fransiz, Ingiliz, kim olursa olsun, senin bu biiyiik
ve hakliisin karsisinda basini eger. Sen bunlari yapmakla yurt, 6devini (vazifeni)
yapmis oldun. (Olgun Cocuk, Mayzs, 4, 1935: 4)

Mustafa’nin zaman zaman sehit oldugu diisiiniilmekte ve ardindan bunun bdyle

olmadig1 ortaya ¢tkmaktadir. Sehitlik temasi {lizerinden yurt sevgisinin paylasildig
pasajlar bunu agik¢a gostermektedir:

Ayse nine Ozkanin anasi beni yola ¢ikarmis ugurlarken:
- Diin gece Mustafay1 diistimde (ruyamda) gordiim.

Bana: Saglik olsun nine. Biz Tiirkler igimizi 6viinmek i¢in degil yurdumuz i¢in
yapariz. Varsin Mustafanin angi (hatira) defteri de yansin. Binlerce Mustafa
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unutulur, gocer gider. Ama Tiirk ulusu basinda Atatiirkler gibi 6nderler
bulunduk¢a yiiz binlerce yil daha yer yiiziinde al bayragmi dalgalandirir.”
(Olgun Cocuk, Nisan, 13, 1935: 5)

Ya baban, annen, kardesin onlar ne oldu. Bir az kendine geldin. Urungtan
catlayacagim. Anlatirmisin yavrum. Bu soézler o acikli, biitiin benligini kasip
kavuran, tutusturan, goriikkeni Mustafanin goézlerinin 6ndne getirmisti. Gozleri
bugulandi. Kasig1 tepsinin iistiine birakt1. Karsiya dalgin, dalgin bakarak: Onlar1
yagilar siingiilediler. Oldiirdiiler. Ben de onlar1 ve bu sevgili &liileri alevler
icinde goklere ugurdum. Dedi ve sustu. (Olgun Cocuk, Mayis, 4, 1935: 4)

Diger Biliimlerdeki Tarih ve Ulus Bilinci Kazandwrmaya Iliskin Bulgular

Dergide ulus ve vatan sevgisi agilama gayretinde olan diger béliimler; Can Verip
Canlar Kurtaran Tekin, Kurtlarin Agzinda, Adi Biiyiik ‘Ulusun Cocuklariyiz Biz
(Tiyatro), Ulus Mali Yagiya (Diismana) Verilir mi? (Hikaye), Bilyiik Idman
Bayramimiz, Ulu Atamizin Bilyiik Ulus Kurumu ve Cumurluk Halk Partisi
Bayrami’dir. Ornegin “Can Verip Canlar Kurtaran Tekin™ isimli boliimde, Tekin
maden ocagindaki is¢ileri kurtarmak i¢in camimi feda etmektedir. Gortildiigii iizere
yurt sevgisi sadece diismanlara kars1 degil, Tiirk yurdunda yasayan ve yardima ihtiyag
duyan herkes i¢in gecerli olan bir olgu olarak gosterilmektedir. “Kurtlarin Agzinda”
isimli bir bagka boliimde ise diismanlarla ilgili 5nemli bir istihbarat elde eden iki erkek
kardesin kar ve tipide bir kizakla yola diismesi anlatilmaktadir ancak iclerinden biri,
elde edilen bilgi giivenle karakela ulagsin diye kendini kurtlara feda etmektedir.
Kizag1 siirmeye devam eden kardes ise bilgiyikarakola ulastirir (Olgun Cocuk, Mart,
16, 1935: 9).

“Ulus Mal1 Yagtya Verilirmi?” isimli boliimde kagni ile cephane tagiyan Ali’nin
cephaneyi diismana teslim etmemek i¢in kendini ve kagniy1 yaktigi anlatilmaktadir:

Arabanmin havaya-uctugu yere geldik. Otede beride insan govdeleri, Sliiler
yatiyordu. Ali bu yegit Tirk ¢ocugu yok olmustu. Ertesi sabah buraya gene
geldik. Onun kirmizi gémleginin bir parcasini agag¢ dallarinda bulduk. Yagilara
tutsak olmamak icin bu yigit Tiirk cocugu, yigit Ali canmni vermisti. (Olgun
Cocuk, Mayis, 4, 1935: 9)

Derginin “Biz Yapariz” boliimiinde Tiirk ulusunun gelecekteki teknolojik
gelismislik durumu ve 6zellikle kendi uzay ¢alismalarini yapmasi vurgulanmaktadir.
Tirkiye’nin 2500 yilinda geldigi gelismislik diizeyi {zerinden iitopik
degerlendirmelere yer verilmis, bu ¢agda iilke medeni alemin en gelismis devleti
olmus, yildizlar arasi seyahat olagan bir durum haline gelmis ve robotlar giinliik
yasamin i¢inde 6nemli bir yere sahip olmaya baslamistir. Uzaya gonderilen roketin
isminin Atatiirk koyuldugu bu ¢agda da onun ilkelerine sadakatin en ist diizeyde
oldugu vurgulanmigtir. S6z konusu geligmislik diizeyine ulasilabilmesi i¢in ilke ve
devrimlere siki sikiya bagli hareket etmek gerektigi vurgulanmistir. Cocuklara
Tiirklerin basarili ve ¢aligkan bir ulus oldugu anlatilmistir:
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Bilginer sdyledi!

- Evet Atatiirk ¢ocuklari. Ulu atamizin ¢ocuklari, gengleri oldugunuzu her yerde
Acunda ve goklerde yiicelteceksiniz. Buna evren inanmigtir; ve inanacaktir. Bu
anikladiginiz ¢ok biiylik ve ulusal, degerli fen isine beni de katacaksiniz; Bana
da bu isten bir pay ayiracaksiniz degilmi? Evet sizinle ben de gelecegim've
geliyorum. Fen ve bilgi yolundaki biitin varligimi bu ise vermege ben de
Atamizin oniinde and igiyorum, gidecegiz, yapacagiz, basaracagiz, dlmeyecek
her vakit diri kalacak ve utku ile donecegiz. (Olgun Cocuk, Nisan, 13, 1935:15)

Dergide dogrudan ya da dolayli olarak yurt sevgisi ve Tiirk olma olgular
tizerinde durulmaktadir. Bunu kanitlayan pek ¢ok pasaj oldugu gibi bazi baska dgeler
de s6z konusudur. Ornegin derginin birinci sayisinin 16. sayfasinda “Tiirk
Cocuklarty1z” isimli bir sarki notasi, sozleriyle paylagilmistir. 3. sayidanitibaren
okuyucular tarafindan gonderilen yazilar “Kendi Yazilarimiz” . boliimiinde
sunulmustur. Bu boliimdeki yazilarda Olgun Cocuk merkeze alinarak yurt, millet ve
Atatiirk sevgisi yansitilmistir. Cocuklarin  génderdigi  siirler . de bu olgular
cercevesinde sekillenmistir. Ornegin 4. sayidaki siitler, dergiye hitaben yazilsa da
Atatiirk ile ilgili vurgular da icermektedir. 9. sayidaise ilging bir bulgu olarak Melahat
isimli bir gocugun yazdig1 “Ben bir Tiirk ogluyum ... seklinde baslayan bir siir vardir.

Dergi Iceriklerine Iliskin Diger Bulgular

“Kartopu Acunu Dolasiyor” yazi dizisinde Kartopu isimli siyahi ¢ocugun
Misir’a gidip gezmesi anlatilmistir. Neden siyahi bir ¢ocugun secildigi ve isminin
Kartopu koyuldugu diisiindiiriiciidiir. Maceralarina bakildiginda basina gelen
olaylarin bir kisminin gercek ™ hayatta gerceklesmesinin  miimkiin olmadigi
goriilmektedir. Diinya seyahatine ¢ikip/seyahatini sadece Misir’a gergeklestirebilmis
olmasi da dikkati ¢eken bagka bir bulgudur.

“Hayvanlar Ulkesinde’ boliimiinde; ucan bir leylegin sirtina binen bir fil, sonra
fil ve leylegin bir balinanin sirtina binmesi ve gezmeleri gibi ¢esitli fantastik 6gelere
yer verilmesiyle ¢ocuklarda merak uyandirmak ve onlar1 eglendirmek istenmistir.

“Aykut’un. Oyuncaklar1” boliimiinde, oyuncaklar konusmaktadir ancak
hikayenin sonunda bunun bir riiya oldugu ozellikle belirtilmistir. “Minik Ece”
bélimiinde, karmmca boyutundaki bir kiz g¢ocugunun fantastik macerasi
anlatilmaktadir. “Resimle Sinema” bdliimiinde, denizde dalis yapan Yal¢in isimli
gocugun ahtapot ve kilig¢ balig1 gibi hayvanlarla miicadelesi yansitiimaya ¢aligilmustir.
Hayvanlar kendisine siirekli saldirmakta ve o da basarili bir bi¢imde onlara karsi
koymaktadir.

“Bilgin Arastirtyor” bolimiinde, ¢ocuklarin farkli konularda bilgilendirilmesi
amaclanmis ve bu boliim dikkat ¢ekici biiyiik gorsellerle desteklenmistir. Bu boliimde
gemi ve tren gibi ulagim araclarinin tarihsel siirecteki gelisiminden, duyu organlarinin
yapisina ve dinozorlar ¢agina kadar birbirinden farkli pek ¢ok konuda igerikler
mevcuttur. “Yumurcak” isimli ¢ocugun maceralarmin anlatildigi yazi dizisinde
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cocuklarin karikatiirlerle eglendirilmeye ¢alisildig1 goriilmektedir. “Kara Sokak Cift
Ikiye Kargt Songur” boliimiinde bir su¢ sebekesini ¢okerten Songur isimli bir erkek
¢ocugun macerasina yer verilmektedir.

Tartisma, Sonug ve Oneriler

Bu calismada Olgun Cocuk dergisinin ozelliklerinin ortaya koyulmasi ve
buradan hareketle ¢ocuklarda ulus ve tarih bilinci olusturma acisindan. dergi
iceriklerinin degerlendirilmesi amaglanmistir. Aragtirmanin bulgularna goére bu
dergi, cocuklarda ulus ve tarih bilinci olugturma ¢abasi igindedir.

19301u yillarda ¢ocuk dergileri (Cocuk Saati vb.) yayinlandiklari calkantili
donemleri yansitan bir dizi siyasi konuyu ele aliyordu. Cocuk dergileri, geng
okuyucularmm bilgili ve ilgili vatandaglar olmaya hazirlanmalarina yardimei olarak,
yiikselen neslin siyasi bilincini sekillendirmede kritik bir rol oynamugtir (Babkina &
Proskurova-Timofejeva, 2022; Tunc, 2012).

Bu yillardaki ¢ocuk dergilerinin genel goriiniimiinii anlayabilmek agisindan en
onemli kaynaklar arasinda DeNel Rehberg Sedo’nun Reading Communities from
Salons to Cyberspace (Salonlardan Siberuzaya Topluluklari Okumak) isimli kitabi
gelmektedir. Bu kitap, Avrupa'daki ¢ocuk siireli yayinlarinin tarihini ve gelisimini ele
almakta, belirli dergilerin ve kiiltireLbaglamlarinin ayrintili analizlerini sunmaktadir.
Sedo'ya (2011) gore s6z konusu yillarda Avrupa’daki ¢ocuk dergileri daha yaygin ve
sofistike héle gelmistir. Hem erkek hem de kiz cocuklarma yonelik dergiler, bu
donemde olduk¢a popiiler /olmustur. Dergilerde cocuklarin ilgisini g¢ekebilecek
macera Oykiilerine yer verilmistir. Sedo (2011), ayrica bu dénemde yukarida
aciklanan gelismeler gergevesinde politik mesajlarin ¢ocuk dergilerine girdigini ifade
etmektedir. Dergilerde Avrupa'ningalkantili siyasi iklimini yansitan, giiniin sosyal ve
siyasi meselelerini ele alan makaleler ve hikayelere yer verilmeye baslanmistir.
Ormnegin sosyalist veya komiinist fikirleri destekleyen ya da fasizmi veya nazizmi
elestiren hikdyeler yayimlanmistir. Sedo (2011), kitabinda ingiliz cocuk dergilerinin
gorgill kurallariny; Alman ¢ocuk dergilerinin otoriter diinya goriisiinii vurgulamakta
oldugunu agiklamistir. Ona goére dergiler, yaymmlandiklar: {ilkelerin kiiltiirel
degerlerini yansitma egilimindedir.

Benzer bir.durum Tiirkiye’deki ¢ocuk dergileri i¢cin de gecerli olmustur. Bu
donemdeki. gelismeler g¢ocuk dergilerini de etkilemis, onlara ciddi gorevler
yiiklemistir. Cocuk dergileri hayatin her alaninda gergeklesen yenilik, degisim ve
doniisiim hareketlerini kavratmak igin ¢aba géstermistir (Alabasg, 2018). Cocuklarin
dergide ele alinan igerikler itibariyla donemin siyasi olaylariyla baglanti kurmasi
olasidir. Cocuk dergilerinin igeriklerine bazi siyasi, ekonomik, kiiltiirel ve sosyolojik
konular yansimistir (Alabas, 2019). Olgun Cocuk, bu misyonu gergeklestirme
gayretinde olan dergilerden biridir.

Olgun Cocuk igerigi bakimindan korumaci ve milliyetgidir. Tiirk milletinin her
an kendisini yeniden savunmak durumunda kalabilecegi, bu nedenle iilkenin siirekli
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gelismesi gerektigi hissettirilmektedir. Bu da o yillarda uluslararasi anlamda bir
giivensizligin hakim oldugunu kanitlamaktadir. Sunulan mesajlarin 6nemli bir
boliimii; s6z konusu kaygilarin, milli birlik ve beraberligi korumanin ve ulus bilinci
yaratma cabalarmin bir yansimasi olarak degerlendirilebilir. I. Diinya Savasi
sonlarinda yayimlanan “Talebe Defteri” dergisindeki gibi (Aksoy, 2019), sikinti-ve
yokluklara ragmen miicadeleye devam eden kahramanlarin Oykiileri 6n plana
cikarilarak ¢ocuklarin milli kimlik bilinci gelistirilmeye calisilmigtir. Ulus bilinci
yaratma cabasi ise dergide yer yer Osmanli mirasinin elestirilmesi tzerinden
kurgulanmistir. S6z konusu yillarda Tiirk tarihinin Osmanli tarihinden ibaret olmadigt
vurgusu on plandadir. Osmanlilik yerine Tiirkliik ve ulus bilinci olgulart 6n plana
cikarilmistir. Ozellikle Osmanlinin son déneminin agikca reddedildigi goriilmektedir.
Benzer sekilde Alabas (2019) da Cumhuriyet’in ilk uzun siireli ¢ocuk dergilerinde
Osmanli son donemine O6zellikle padisahlarin sahsina, hanedan iiyelerine, devlet
yoneticilerine ve devletin politikalarina yonelik elestiriler yapildigmni tespit etmistir.
Dergide ulus bilinci olusturma ¢abasi vatan sevgisive vatanin kurtarilmasi i¢in siddete
bagvurma temalartyla harmanlanmistir. Cocuklar jyetiskinlerin kiigiik kopyalar1 gibi
diistiniilmiis ve bu nedenle cocuklara 6zgii bir seslenis benimsenmeye caligilmig
olmasina ragmen, metin ve gorsellerin alt mesajlarinin yetigkinlere hitap edebilecek
diizeyde oldugu goriilmiistiir. “Bin Yagiya Bir Mustafa” yazi dizisinde, n plana ¢ikan
diismanlarla bir yetiskin gibi ¢atigma-ve.vatan icin kendini feda etme gibi soyut
mesajlar igeren gorsel ve metinler ¢ocuklarin seviyesinin {izerindedir. Dergi,
Mustafa’y1 6rneklendirerek Tiirk milletinin kudretini ve gerekirse bir kez daha
kendisine art niyet besleyen diismanlart yok edecek giice sahip oldugunu (siddete yer
vererek) vurgulama gayretindedir. “Cocuk Sesi” dergisi (1928-1947) {izerine yapilan
bir arastirma da ¢ocuklara uygun olmayan siddet sahnelerini vurgulamaktadir (Erdil,
2018). Bunda 1930’larda Avrupa’da politikanin i1sinmasi ve karsit fikirlere sahip
liderlerin birbirlerinin aleyhine c¢esitli askerl cabalara girisiyor olmasi etkili olmus
olabilir. Dergideki-ulus ve tarih bilinci yaratma ¢abasina iligkin bulgular yukarida
Orneklendirilen alanyazimla ortiismektedir.

Olgun Cocuk, siyasi mesajlar iceren ve 1930’lardaki genel havay1 ve kiiltiirel
degerleri yansitan bir dergidir. O dénemde Atatiirk 6nderligindeki Tiirk hiikiimeti,
Tiirk toplumunu. modernlestirme ve laiklestirme yoniinde kapsamli bir program
baglatmustir. Bu ¢abanin bir pargasi olarak hitkkiimet; okuryazarligi 6zendirmeyi, Tiirk
kiiltiir ve edebiyatini1 tanitmayi1 amacglayan yeni egitim politikalarini uygulamaya
koymustur. Bir¢ok yazar ve yayimei geng okuyucular i¢in dergiler, kitaplar ve diger
materyaller olusturmak i¢in ¢alismis; degisen ulusal giindem medya araglarinda genis
yer bulmustur. Dergi, Atatiirk devrimlerinin gerekgelerini agiklama c¢abasinda
olmustur. Ozellikle Atatiirk’{in millet i¢in faydalarma deginilen boliimlerde bir ya da
birka¢ devrim 6rneklendirilerek bu devrimlerin yapilma gerekceleri agiklanmistir.
Harf Devrimi’ne ve 6z Tiirkge kelimelerin kullanimina verilen 6nem, dergi boyunca
kendini gostermektedir. Sozciiklerin eski karsiliklarinin parantez iginde verildigi ve
bunun bilingli bir sekilde yapildigir goriilmektedir. Bazi boliimlerde 6z Tiirkce
kelimelerin kullanilmas1 gerektigine iligkin bazi uyarilar mevcuttur. S6z konusu
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yillarda siyasetin de 6nemli giindem maddeleri arasinda yer alan dilde sadelesme
cabalar1 (Levend, 1972) dergide karsilik bulmustur. Dergideki siyasi mesajlara iligkin
bulgular yukarida 6rneklendirilen alanyazinla ortiismektedir.

Olgun Cocuk, 1930’lar1 baska yonlerden de yansitmaktadir. Ornegin 1930’Iu
yillarda Bat1 bagkentlerinde Afrikalilarin daha fazla goriiniir olmasi donemin popiiler
kiiltiir dgelerine yansimistir (Bonner, 1995). Derginin yazarlari donemin ruhuna
uygun olarak Bati’y1 takip eden kisilerdi. Dergide “Kartopu” ismi verilen:siyahi
¢ocugun maceralarina yer veriliyor olmasi, bu egilimin bir yansimasi olarak
degerlendirilebilir. 1930'larin gazete ve dergilerinde, siyahiler genellikle suglu,
tembel ve egitimsiz olarak olumsuz bir sekilde tasvir edilmekteydi Siyahiler, Avrupa
dergilerinde genellikle kolonyal ve egzotik bir mercekle tasvir edilmistir. Fotograf,
resim ve makalelerde 6teki algisinin, yabanci olanin ve bilinmeyenin simgesi‘olarak
goriilmislerdir. Bu tasvirler, irksal kliseleri giiclendirerek beyazlarin tistiinligi fikrini
sunmugtur (Lester & Smith, 1990). Kartopu. egzotik yansitilmamakla birlikte
kimsesiz, sokak ¢ocuklarindan zorbalik goren, seyahat edecegi vapura gizlice binmek
durumunda olan bir bireydir. Bu bulgu, yukarida &rneklendirilen alanyazindaki
tespitlerle ortiigmektedir.

Olgun Cocuk, giicli ve cesur Tiirk imajin1 erkek cocuklar iizerinden
kurgulamistir. 1930'larin ¢ocuk dergilerinde kadinlar; eviigi alanla sinirli, eslerinin ve
cocuklarinin bakimindan sorumlu, erkegin isi olarak kabul edilen isleri anlamayan
sosyal gruplar olarak goriilmiistiir (Mirza Girgin, 2021). Bu donemde kiz ¢ocuklarinin
egitim hakkindan yararlandigi konusunda genel bir fikir birligi olmasina ragmen bu
konu genellikle gorsellerdeki temsilile smirli kalmistir. Erkek ¢ocuklar giiglii, cesur,
korkusuz, babacan, kudretli ‘gibi niteliklerle anilirken kiz ¢ocuklar giizel, utangag,
kibar gibi edilgen sifatlarla kendilerine yer bulabilmislerdir (Mirza Girgin, 2021).
“Cocuk Sesi” dergisinde oldugu gibi (Turanli, 2017), Olgun Cocuk dergisi de ideal
ozelliklere sahip bir. Tiirk cocugu profili olusturma ¢abasi igerisindedir. Ancak bu
cocuk oOzelikle erkek ¢ocuktur. Dergiyi hazirlayan kadronun agirlikli olarak
erkeklerden olugmasi ve geleneksel toplumsal cinsiyet¢i bakis agis1 bu duruma neden
olmus colabilir.<Bu bulgu yukari 6rneklendirilen alanyazindaki tespitlerle uyum
icerisindedir.

Yeni - arastirmalarda ¢ocuk dergilerinin ulus ve vatan bilinci olusturma
misyonlart disinda farkli temalarda ele alinarak arastirilmasi ve bu yolla alanyazina
katki sunulmasi onerilmektedir.
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