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Thessaloniki Bulgarians at the beginning of the 20th Century  

Abstract 

Thessaloniki has constantly been developing and protecting its importance thanks to its geographical 

location, harbour and economic potential throughout history since its foundation in 315 BC. Several 

folks tried to dominate Thessaloniki in history. After Roman Empire was divided into two parts, 

Thessaloniki was under the domination of Byzantium, it became a city that the Balkan folks struggled 

to have, in parallel with the decline of Byzantium in a few centuries. Bulgarians wanted to have it as 

well as Latins, Greeks, Turks, Serbians and Wallachians. Bulgarians tried to conquer Thessaloniki 

they saw as the center of Macedonian geography since the 9th century, they dominated it for a while 

in the 9th century. This event was the reason for the idea that Macedonia and Thessaloniki belonged 

to Bulgaria according to Bulgarian nationalism, which gained a momentum in the 19th century. 

During the domination of Ottoman Empire, the population of Thessaloniki Bulgarians increased until 

the end of the 19th century. Bulgarian Exarchate was founded and separated from Greek Patriarchate. 

They established their councils with a spiritual leader and began to work in line with Bulgarian 

national cause. They configured social institutions such as educational and religious institutions, 

communities, clubs they opened in Thessaloniki in accordance with Bulgarian nationalism. During 

the collapse of the Ottoman Empire, the Bulgarians of Thessaloniki gave all kinds of struggles, 

including armed, against the Greeks in the city for the purpose of connecting the Province of 

Thessaloniki to Bulgaria with all Macedonian lands. During the 1st Balkan War, the Bulgarian army 

that allied with Greeks, entered in Thessaloniki and this made Bulgarian happy, but the Bulgarian 

army left the city due to the conflicts with Greek soldiers in a short time and this affected the fate of 

Thessaloniki Bulgarians negatively. Orthodox and Catholic Bulgarians were exiled by Greeks until the 

end of the 1st World War. The aim of this article is to reveal the condition of Orthodox and Catholic 

Bulgarians in Thessaloniki at the beginning of the 20th Century, the reflections of Bulgarian 

nationalism on Thessaloniki, social, religious and educational institutions of Bulgarians. 

Keywords: Thessaloniki, Bulgarian Nationalism, Bulgarian schools, the 2nd Constitutionalist 
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16 

17 
18 

19  

da olsa artm 20 1882-
21 

 Toplam   

188222 103.544 1.117  % 1,078 

189023 98.930 3.799 % 3,84 

190024 118.000 10.000 % 8,47 

190425  3.840   

1905-190626  4.982  

1906-190727 98.930 3.697  % 3,736 

191328 157.899 6.263 % 3, 966 

1920 174.390 -  

1928 244.680 -  

Tablo 1: 1882-  

genel istatistiklerde, Selanik 

                                                             
15  Yannis Megas, as tou 1903, Trohalia 

(Kasnak Yay) Atina, 1994, s. 215. 
16  -8 (3 Nisan 1890). 
17   
18  Megas, a.g.e., s. 213. 
19  Solun i balgarite: istoriya, pamet, savremie, (Derleyen Yura 

Konstantinova-Nadia Danova), BAN, Sofya, 2019, s. 315. 
20  Balgarskata obshtnost v osmanskiya Solun: demografska, stopanska i sotsialna harakteristika Solun i 

Balgarite: istoriya, pamet, savremie, (Derleyen Yura Konstantinova-Nadia Danova), BAN, Sofya, 2019, s 152. 
21  -Selanik- (1908-1928)

 
22  Kemal Karpat, -1914)

174. 
23  

Istoriko Arkhio Makedonias (IAM), GDM, 
phakelos 45. 

24  Vasil Kanchov,  Makedoniya, Etnografiya i statistika  
25  Balgarskata obshtnost v osmanskiya Solun: demografska, stopanska i sotsialna harakteristika a.g.e., s. 152. 
26  -8. 
27  r. 

S.V.S., 1325/1907, s. 655. 
28  Makedonika, Tomos 23, 1983, s. 
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29  Balgarskata obshtnost v osmanskiya Solun: demografska, stopanska i sotsialna harakteristika a.g.e., 

s. 152. 
30  -5. 
31  -8. 
32  -8 (3 Nisan 1890). 
33  Balgarskata obshtnost v osmanskiya Solun: demografska, stopanska i sotsialna harakteristika  a.g.e., 

s. 152. 
34  Megas, a.g.e., s. 225. 
35  -8, (22 Mart 1906/3 Nisan 1890). 
36  

- , Cilt 
 

37  Seyfeli, a.g.m., s. 173. 
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39  BOA. TFR. I. SL. 145/14488-  
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destek 
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-pat, 
41 -Nikola,42 ve Hamidiye mahallelerinde ikamet etmekteydi.43 Yani 

-Nikola ve Aya- 

44 45 Hamidiye 

46 
47 

48 
Kem 49 

50  

51 52 

53 
r.54 

                                                             
40  Megas, a.g.e., s. 215. 
41  BOA. TFR. I. SL. 165/16439-

-4 (6 Haziran 1321/19 Haziran 1905). 
42  

SL. 160/15955-  
43  Vasilis K. Kolonas, - , APT 

 Didaktoriki Yatrivi, Tessaloniki, 1991, s. 102. 
44  Megas, a.g.e., s. 214. 
45  Dimitriadis, a.g.m., s. 96. 
46  IAM. OTX, Defter No: 923, s. 6.  
47  -  
48  - . 
49  -4, 6 Haziran 1321 (19 Haziran 1905). 
50  Balgarskata obshtnost v osmanskiya Solun: demografska, stopanska i sotsialna harakteristika  a.g.e., 

s. 154. 
51  Kolonas, a.g.t., s. 103. 
52  - 2, 

-  
53  -5 (6 Haziran 

1321/19 Haziran 1905). 
54  BOA. DH. MKT. 1072/7-2-  
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-1, (31 
 

56  BOA. TFR. I. SL.131/13049-1-  
57  BOA. TFR. I. SL. 30/2927-

-7, (6 Haziran 1321/19 Haziran 1905). 
58  BOA. DH. MKT. 1077/7-

Megas, a.g.e., s. 224. 
59  Talia S. Mantopoulou, Tiriskeftiki Arhitektoniki sti Tessaloniki Kata tin Teleftea Fasi tis Tourkokratias (1839-1912), 

Eklisies-Sinagoges, Camia, Didaktoriki Yatrivi, Thessaloniki, 1989, s. 551. 
60  

1176/91921-5, (12 Ekim 1889). 
61  -7, (4 

 
62   

-  
63  Zaimova, a.g.m., s. 319. 
64  Vasilis. K. Kolonas, -1912, 
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Resim 1 (Kaynak: Ch. K. Papastathis-Evangelos. Hekimoglou, The Great Fire of Thessaloniki (1917), EN Manos 
Ltd, Thessaloniki, 2010, s. 63.) 

65 
66 

67 

 

                                                             
65  -1 (13 Mart 1897) 
66  Evangelos, Hekimoglou, Tessaloniki 100 Hronia Apo tin Apelevterosi, (haz. Dimitris Benekos-Aleksis Skanavis), 

Thessaloniki, 2012, s. 86. 
67  Ch. K. Papastathis-Evangelos. Hekimoglou, The Great Fire of Thessaloniki (1917), EN Manos Ltd, Thessaloniki, 2010, s. 

62. 
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-
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74  evinde 

75 
76 
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77 
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79  

No 
 

Mahalle 
  

1 Bulgar Erkek Lisesi80  1880  

 

 

2 81  1882  

 

3 82   1892 Erkek 125 

 

                                                             
68  1882-

a.g.m., 
-  

69  BOA. MF. MKT. 74/50-1, (19 Ocak 1882). 
70  BOA. MF. MKT. 72/107-  
71  Balgarskata obshtnost v osmanskiya Solun: demografska, stopanska i sotsialna harakteristika  a.g.e., 

s. 166. 
72  -  
73  BOA. HR. SYS. 2943/20- 82). 
74  Vasilis. K. Kolonas, -1912, 

 
75  obshtina ot gratskite izvori (1880-  Solun i Balgarite: 

istoriya, pamet, savremie, (Derleyen Yura Konstantinova-Nadia Danova), BAN, Sofya, 2019, s. 145. 
 Megas, a.g.e., a.g.m., s. 218. 
76  BOA. HR. SYS. 2943/20-  
77  Selanik Vilayeti Salnamesi (SVS) 1311/1893, 12. Defa, Selanik Hamidiye Mekteb-  
78  Selanik Vilayeti Salnamesi (SVS) 1318/1900, 16. Defa, Selanik Hamidiye Mekteb-  
79  SVS, 1325, s. 512- -

olaker, a.g.t., s. 300. 
80  SVS, 1325/1907, s. 511. 
81  SVS, 1325/1907, s. 512. 
82  a.g.e., s. 223. 
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4 83 Hamidiye Mahallesi 1900 Erkek 66 

 

5   - Erkek 37  

 

6 Bulgar Ticaret Okulu84  1905 361 

Tablo 2:  

lira 
85 

 
86 

87 
88 Yeni 

89 
 

ile90 
91 

 

 

-

lesi 
92 

                                                             
83  SVS a.g.e., s. 223. 1912 tarihinde 

 
Hamidiye 1885-1912,  

84  Megas, a.g.e., s. 224. 
85  -  Solun i Balgarite: 

istoriya, pamet, savremie, (Derleyen Yura Konstantinova-Nadia Danova), BAN, Sofya, 2019, s. 145. 
86  Megas, a.g.e., s. 219, 220. 
87  Selanik Vilayeti Salnamesi (SVS), 1325 (1907), Yirminci Defa, Selanik Hamidiye Mekteb-  
88  -9 (25 Mart 1912). Me

-1 (27 Ekim 1910). 
89  Megas, a.g.e., s. 220. 
90  1901-

-

, Solun i Balgarite: istoriya, pamet, savremie, (Derleyen Yura Konstantinova-Nadia Danova), 
BAN, Sofya, 2019, s. 202. 

91  SVS. 1325 (1907), s. 512. 
92  BOA. TFR. I. KNS. 9/855-1-  
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-  
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97 
-

98 Yine 1909-
99 

iken bir y 100 

 

101 

102 Zaman zaman da 

103 

                                                             
93  BOA. TFR. I. KNS. 9/855-1-  
94  BOA. TFR. I. KNS. 9/855-1-

a.g.e., s. 220. 
95  SVS, 1325/1907, s. 468.  
96  BOA. TFR. I. KNS. 9/846-  
97  BOA. TFR. I. SL. 129/12851-

-
 

98  Bouroutus, a.g.t., s. 162 
99  Bouroutus, a.g.t., s. 181). 
100  is 

Evreiko Mousio Tessaloniki, Tessaloniki 2012, s. 273.  
101  BOA. TFR. KNS. 8/782-  
102  -  Solun i Balgarite: 

istoriya, pamet, savremie, (Derleyen Yura Konstantinova-Nadia Danova), BAN, Sofya, 2019, s. 145. 
103  BOA. TFR. KNS. 8/782-  
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104 

verilmesi 105 

106 
107  

108 Bu okullar, 
109 
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111 

112 -
113 

                                                             
104  BOA. TFR. I. MKM. 29/2887-  
105  BOA. TFR. I. MKM. 29/2887-2, (8 Haziran 1324/21 Haziran 1908). 
106  BOA. BEO. 3403/255197-2. 
107  BOA. TFR. I. SL. 215/21458-  
108  Solun i Balgarite: istoriya, pamet, 

savremie, (Derleyen Yura Konstantinova-Nadia Danova), BAN, Sofya, 2019, s. 198. 
109  Megas, a.g.e., s. 220. 
110  a.g.m.

90/254185-  
111  BOA. TFR. I. SL. 98/9792-2 (7 Mart 1906). 
112  BOA. TFR. I. KNS. 8/762-  
113  -9, (9 Mart 1324/22 Mart 1908). 

  Mezun Olunan 
Okul Mezuniyet Tarihi  

No. Tarih  

 Filibe  Filibe Bulgar 
Erkek Lisesi 

648 5 Haziran 1901 Selanik 

Dimitri P. Dechev Bulgaristan 
Hoca- -i Zir 

 
Gabrova 

 

11 29 Haziran 
1889  

Arhimandrit (bir 

Perotas 

-i 
Rumeli'nin 

 

Rusya Moskova 
-  

299 25 Haziran 
1896 

 

Aleksander Vichev Bulgaristan 
 

Avusturya Prag 
-  

- 12 Temmuz 
1900 Gabrova 

 

Doktor Stefan 
Petkov 

Bulgaristan 

 
 

- 
1894 

Sofya 
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Tablo 3:  

114  

 

 
-

115 
Bulgarlara:116 

 

Yunanca 

ve tazim et!  

- - 

117 

                                                             
114  BOA. TFR. I. SL. 134/13384- at 1907). 
115  -

 
116  a.g.m., s. 214. 
117  Vatansever, a.g.t., s. 34. 

Angelina Popuva  Bulgaristan 

 
-  

- 14 Temmuz 
1905  

Selanik 

Maria Gendzhova  Bulgaristan 
Eski Cuma  

488 29 Haziran 
1896 

Selanik 

Neva Nabugoyeva Haskova  
 

633 29 Haziran 
1903 

Bulgaristan  

Aleksander 
Aleksanderova  

Filibe Filibe Bulgar 
Lisesi  

140 25 Haziran 
1896 

Bulgaristan 

 Bulgaristan 

 

Varna Bulgar 
 

50 26 Haziran 
1894 

Bulgaristan 

Katerina Perikliyeva Bulgaristan 

 

Sofya 23 29 Haziran 
1900 

Bulgaristan 
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118 -1878 

119 
revolutsionna orga

-
120 -

 

121 
 

122 

123 iklidirler.124 
125 

-

126 

127 

                                                             
118  -

 
119  1823-

 
120  

 
121  Megas, a.g.e., s. 219. 
122  

Sosyal  
123  -

 

- 'in Bulgar 

mertebeye ned
Makedoniya, -Zapad, Sofya, 2016. 

124  Vatansever, a.g.t., s. 14. 
125   

s. 76. 
126  Vatansever, a.g.t., s. 15. 
127  Aram Andonyan,  
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128 
129 

 

 

130 

131 
132 

133 
 

. 

134 

135  

136 
Poparsov ve Anton Dim -

137 

                                                             
128  

 
129  Solun i balgarite: istoriya, pamet, savremie, (Derleyen Yura 

Konstantinova-Nadia Danova), BAN, Sofya, 2019, s. 315. Sandanski, Sarafov, Delchev, Baniche, Arnavudev, Georgi, 

 
2019, s. 113. 

130  a.g.m., s. 298. 
131  BOA. TFR. I. SL. 117/11687-  
132  BOA. TFR. I. SL. 133/13285-1,  
133  BOA. BEO. 3284/246258-2, (21 Mart 1324/1 Nisan 1908). 
134  

- -
 

135  -2. 
136  Vatansever, a.g.t., s. 114. 
137  Aleksander Georgiev Peltekov, Revolyutsionni deytsi ot Makedoniya i Odrinsko, Orbel, Sofya, 2014. 
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-
(yerind 138 

139 Bulgar 
Ruhani Reisi ile beraber hareket eden Cemiyet, Kilise ve Mektepler Meselesinin Meclis-

140 Mitinginden 

141  

142 
143 

144  

-

145 
 

-

146 

 

147 

                                                             
138  

belirlenmesi ve -
Ekim 1908). 

139  BOA. TFR. I. M. 22/2167/1-  
140  BOA. TFR. I. SL. 216/21526-  
141  BOA. TFR. I. SL. 218/21706-  
142  Solun i Balgarite: istoriya, pamet, 

savremie, (Derleyen Yura Konstantinova-Nadia Danova), BAN, Sofya, 2019, s. 289. 
143  Nachev, a.g.m. s. 294. 
144  

denilmekteydi. Nachev, a.g.m. s. 295. 
145  izvori (1880-  Solun i Balgarite: 

istoriya, pamet, savremie, (Derleyen Yura Konstantinova-Nadia Danova), BAN, Sofya, 2019, s 144. 
146  -1/27-1. 
147  BOA. TFR. I. SL. 135/13453-

Bulgar 

-
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148  

-i ayin ve 

149 Kilise ve Mektepler meselesi Meclis-
150  

151 er Bulgar mebuslarla birlikte hareket 
152 

153 Takrirde:  

edildikleri

 

154  

 

 
155 

156 
 

                                                             

135/13453-  
148  -  
149  

 
150  BOA. Y. PRK. TKM. 50/11. 
151   History Studies, Volume 9, Issue 3, September 2017, s. 54. 
152  a.g.m, s. 55. 
153  BOA. BEO. 3779/283412-1, (1 Temmuz 1326/14 Temmuz 1910). 
154  BOA. BEO. 3779/283412-2, (1 Temmuz 1326/14 Temmuz 1910). 
155  Makedonia, 23.10.2016, s. 23. 
156  a.g.e., s. 383. 
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157 

158 Selanik merk
159 

160 

Jandar 161 Ancak Giritli 

162 

 163 
 

164  

O
Selanik, 

165 Selanik teslim 

166  

ve Selanik vilayeti genelinde Bulgarla

                                                             
157  

oniki Fire of 1917: The Role of 
American Historical Association NYC, January 2015, s. 4. 

158  
Makedonika, C. 32, Thessaloniki, 2001, s. 514.  
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