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ABSTRACT:

Standardizing the language is crucial, and one of the key elements is achiev-
ing a united orthography. In our research, we focused on certain letters that
have sparked debates among linguistic scholars. Some of these disputed
letters include: <¢ ., ¢. ‘&J i. 99>. Our findings revealed that the letter <> is
indeed present in Kurdish writing and holds significance as it frequently ap-
pears in numerous words. Another essential letter in the Kurdish language
is <>, which, when substituted with <,>, alters the meaning of words. On
the other hand, <¢> and <¢> are not considered genuine letters in Kurdish
since <¢> can be interchanged with <> without any issues, and <¢> has the
capability to transform into <as><g><_s> letters. Furthermore, <J > are cat-
egorized as allophones. To accurately represent the Kurdish language in
writing, vowel letters (asq,;) along with their appropriate notation are es-
sential. Lastly, it is feasible to substitute <4,> with a single <g>.

Key Words: writing, letters, standard language, disputed letters and
alphabet.
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Extended Abstract:

The standardization of language is significantly influenced by the implementation of United
Orthography. Standardized writing offers numerous advantages across various domains and plays
a crucial role in preserving languages from potential extinction. While all languages face writing
issues, it is imperative for specialists to propose effective solutions. This academic discourse
emphasizes the need for expert intervention in addressing the challenges associated with writing
in different languages. The Kurdish language lacks a standardized writing system, primarily due to
the existence of letters with varying forms and the absence of consensus among Kurdish linguists
regarding a standard form. This disagreement may stem from the diverse origins of these letters,
as some have been influenced by religion or borrowed from neighboring countries. Another issue
in Kurdish standardized writing is the absence of a vowel letter (i). In this research, the focus
was on studying letters that elicit divergent opinions among linguistic scholars and examining
their documented personal views. The objective was to determine the feasibility of including or
excluding these letters from the Kurdish writing system. The findings of this research contribute to
the understanding of the existence and usage of these letters in Kurdish writing, paving the way for
potential standardization efforts.

The research findings revealed several disputed letters that were considered as data for this
study, namely: <z>, <>, <g>, <¢>, <I>, <{>, and <s5>. The analysis demonstrated that the letter
<z> does indeed exist in the Kurdish writing system, and its presence is evident in numerous words
commonly used by Kurdish speakers. Furthermore, it was observed that the letter <> is an integral
part of the Kurdish language, as substituting it with the letter <_> results in a significant change in
meaning. These findings provide valuable insights into the inclusion and significance of these letters
in the Kurdish orthography.

According to the research findings, it was determined that the letters <¢> and <¢> are not
considered as distinct and genuine letters in the Kurdish language. This is because the letter <¢> can
be easily interchanged with the letter <¢> without causing any significant issues. Similarly, the letter
<g¢> has the capacity to transform into other letters such as <,<g>,< aand .< > Additionally ,it was
observed that the letters <J> and <J> are considered allophones ,meaning they represent variations
of the same sound in different contexts .These findings highlight the phonetic and contextual
characteristics of these letters within the Kurdish writing system.

The research findings suggest that the Kurdish language writing system would benefit from
the inclusion of vowel letters (4S5__) and their corresponding notation .This is due to the essential
role vowels play in forming Kurdish syllables .Currently ,the absence of vowel letters poses
challenges ,and introducing new notation to represent vowels would require significant changes to
the existing Kurdish writing conventions .Furthermore ,it was determined that replacing <ss> with
<s>is a viable option ,as it does not result in a change in meaning . These observations highlight the
potential improvements that can be made to the Kurdish orthography to better accommodate vowel
representation and enhance the clarity and consistency of the written language.
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