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INTERVIEW WITH PROF. ALEX P. SCHMID: IMPORTANCE OF
THE DEFINITION OF TERRORISM
ABSTRACT

The Journal of Terrorism and Radicalization Studies (TRAD) is pleased to host an
interview with Prof. Alex P. Schmid. Prof. Schmid is a Distinguished Fellow at the
International Centre for Counter-Terrorism (ICCT) in The Hague and Director of the
Terrorism Research Initiative (TRI), in Vienna. Between 1978 and 2018 he was, for various
periods of time, working in different capacities at Leiden University. In addition, he was
Extraordinary Professor for Conflict Resolution at Erasmus University in Rotterdam and later
held a Chair in International Relations at the University of St. Andrews, where he was also
Director of the Centre for the Study of Terrorism and Political Violence (CSTPV). Alex
Schmid has also held various other positions, including, for nearly seven years, one as
Officer-in-Charge of the Terrorism Prevention Branch of UNODC in Vienna. His latest major
work is his Handbook of Terrorism Prevention and Preparedness, which features
contributions from nearly 40 leading experts in the field. It has quickly become a sought-after
freely available resource on countering terrorism. Schmid has more than 225 publications in
ten languages to his name, including an award-winning handbook on terrorism research. Until
2009, he was Co-Editor of the journal ‘Terrorism and Political Violence’ and, from 2009 to
2022, Editor-in-Chief of ‘Perspectives on Terrorism’, the largest scholarly online journal in
the field of Terrorism Studies. Currently he is co-editor of this journal.

Keywords: Terrorism Studies, Definition of Terrorism, Radicalisation, Far-Right Terrorism,
Future of Terrorism.

TRAD: Prof. SCHMID, first of all, thank you very much for accepting our
interview request. We would like to know more about what captured your
interest in terrorism and extremism studies in the first place. What are the
main challenges you have faced with while studying terrorism?

Prof. SCHMID: In the 1970s, | moved from Switzerland to the Netherlands
where 1 joined Leiden University, first as a contract researcher. My first
contract came from the Dutch government and involved analyzing the
background of terrorist attacks from the second generation of young South
Moluccans who wanted to regain the independence of their fatherland
Ambon from Indonesia. | specialized in conflict resolution and later became
extraordinary professor at the Erasmus University (Rotterdam) in this field.
The main challenge at that time was to get grants for the study of terrorism
and | did research on many other subjects, e.g. for Amnesty International on
root causes of gross human rights violations by state actors. All that changed
with 9/11 in the United States and, in Europe, with the 11 March 2004
attacks in Madrid. However, by that time | was already working for the
United Nations as Officer-in-Charge of the Terrorism Prevention Branch of
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UNODC in Vienna. The main challenges: first, to get funding for research
and second, to resist political interference with the research process and
findings.

TRAD: Do you believe that terrorism studies have made positive progress
since you began working on terrorism? Do you think that many of the most
fundamental questions in this field have been fully answered?

Prof. SCHMID: There has been great progress in the field, as new institutes
dedicated to the study of terrorism were created, first in Europe, in St.
Andrews (Scotland) in 1994. In 2006, | became director of the Centre for the
Study of Terrorism and Political Violence (CSTPV) at the University of St.
Andrews. However, not all fundamental questions have been answered. To
begin with: there is an ongoing controversy about the definition of terrorism.
There has also been a search for “the terrorist personality” - but that has not
been very successful except for lone actors and suicide terrorists who each
tend to share common characteristic. As for the other terrorists: just like a
soldier can become a war criminal, so a freedom fighter can become a
terrorist if he (or she) disregards the laws of war and attacks non-combatants.

TRAD: You wrote several articles and book chapters about the definition of
terrorism. Why is it so important to define terrorism? Why is it so difficult to
define terrorism? What are the key obstacles? Do you believe that the
dilemma regarding the definition of terrorism continues today? How would
you define terrorism as a result of your studies?

Prof. SCHMID: You cannot establish databases on terrorism without a clear
definition. You cannot have theories of terrorism without a uniform
definition. In terms of international cooperation against terrorism, you also
need a common political understanding — otherwise extradition of terrorists
from one country to another does not work. There has been considerable
progress in academia towards a consensus definition of terrorism. However,
many governments prefer their own definitions and that is why the United
Nations General Assembly has not managed to agree on a Comprehensive
Convention against International Terrorism, despite the fact that debate has
been going one since 1972, when the attack on the Munich Olympic Games
took place. Some regimes came to power by means that included terrorism —
most recently the Taliban. They are therefore inclined to come up with
definitions that exclude instruments they used on their path to power. Since
the power to define terrorism rests, in legal terms, mainly with governments,
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terrorism definitions vary greatly from country to country. However, the
international community has identified a number of offences as international
terrorist crimes, including hijacking and hostage taking. Back in 1992, |
proposed to the UN Crime Commission to make use of the existing
consensus regarding war crimes and define acts of terrorism as the “peace
time equivalent of war crimes”. That proposal to cut through the Gordian
definition knot to arrive at a consensus definition was not accepted. The draft
definition of the Ad Hoc Committee of the UN General Assembly’s 6th
(legal) Committee has been on the table since 2003; it is much broader and
vaguer than the one | proposed. For a discussion, see my latest article
“Defining Terrorism” on the website of the International Centre for Counter-
Terrorism at (www.icct.nl). As to the academic consensus definition I
developed with the help of close to 200 colleagues, let me quote the exact
wording:

“Terrorism refers, on the one hand, to a doctrine about the presumed
effectiveness of a special form or tactic of fear-generating, coercive
political violence and, on the other hand, to a conspiratorial practice of
calculated, demonstrative, direct violent action without legal or moral
restraints, targeting mainly civilians and non-combatants, performed
for its propagandistic and psychological effects on various audiences
and conflict parties. Terrorism as a tactic is employed in three main
contexts: (i) illegal state repression, (ii) propagandistic agitation by
non-state actors in times of peace or outside zones of conflict and (iii)
as an illicit tactic of irregular warfare employed by state- and non-state
actors.

TRAD: In the literature on radicalism and terrorism studies, there are
several definitions based on various factors and dynamics of what radicalism
is and who a radical person is. How do you define these concepts, namely
radicalism and a radical person, in terms of terrorism studies?

Prof. SCHMID: Historically, radicalism was a political movement inspired
by the French Revolution of the 1790s. In the 19th century, there were many
political parties calling themselves “radical”. They opposed autocratic rulers,
pleaded for a separation between church and state and fought for equal
voting rights for all citizens, independent of property ownership. Many of
today’s democratic achievements go back to goals those radicals fought for.
The term “radicalisation” is a 21st century invention and is not directly
linked to radical parties emerging from the French revolution. There are
many definitions of radicalisation. My own is this, and | quote:
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“An individual or collective (group) process whereby, usually in a
situation of political polarization, normal practices of dialogue,
compromise and tolerance between political actors and groups with
diverging interests are abandoned by one or both sides in a conflict
dyad’s conflict-waging in favour of a growing commitment to engage
in confrontational tactics of violent extremism in the form of terrorism
and war crimes. The process is, on the side of rebel factions, generally
accompanied by an ideological socialization away from mainstream or
status quo-oriented positions towards more radical or extremist
positions involving a dichotomous world view and the acceptance of
an alternative focal point of political mobilization outside the
dominant political order as the existing system is no longer recognized
as appropriate or legitimate.”

In other words, a “radical person” (in the original political party sense)
is not the same as a “radicalised person” as the term is used now. We should
also not forget that there are political situations where even moderates
become radicalised, especially if the regime in power perpetuates its
existence by electoral fraud, torture, murder, disappearances and media
censorship.

TRAD: You have recently co-authored and edited the massive “Handbook
of Terrorism Prevention and Preparedness” (The Hague: ICCT, 2021). Do
you believe that it is possible for governments to prevent terrorism? What
kind of actions should governments take to prevent terrorism?

Prof. SCHMID: Anyone can grab a kitchen knife and stab a stranger on the
street or drive a car into a crowd of people. No government, not even a
totalitarian one, can stop persons, especially mentally ill and suicidal
persons, from doing so. In my Handbook, I distinguish between upstream,
mid-stream and downstream prevention. Many governments focus almost
exclusively on downstream, last-minute prevention rather than on earlier
interventions in the formative years of adolescents where character education
is meant to take place. Civic education — the topic of my next book — is the
field where governments ought to invest more to prevent terrorism upstream
as well as other forms of uncivil behaviour.

TRAD: A growing number of studies is drawing attention to the fact that
far-right movements are on the rise in Western countries, especially in the
USA. Is there a possibility that far-right movements could turn to terrorist
acts? In terms of the far-right terrorists, do they tend to form organized
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groups and movements, or is lone-actor terrorism the main threat from this
ideological milieu?

Prof. SCHMID: There are some indications that after the first Anarchist
Wave (1879-1920s), the second Anti-Colonial Wave (1919-1960s), the third
New Left Wave (1960s-1990s) and the fourth Religious Wave (1979-2020s),
a new Far-Right Wave of terrorism is emerging- not just in the United States
but in other developed countries facing migration pressure and experiencing
a populist backlash against political establishments. The rise of right-wing
extremism has been facilitated by social media which link up like-minded
lone actors within larger segments of societies, nationally and
transnationally, allowing them to organise and proselytize among
disadvantaged sectors of mainstream society. How to counter potential mass
radicalisation, manipulated by right-wing mass media and populist leaders, is
a question which requires all the study it can get.

TRAD: Do you believe that there is any nexus between technology and
terrorism? How does this relationship work?

Prof. SCHMID: The lethal instruments of non-state terrorists have not
greatly changed in the last 150 years: the bomb and the gun are still their
main tools. What has changed much more are advances in communication
technology. Terrorists do not longer have to glue posters on city walls
explaining why they did what they have done: technological advances since
the 1870s like the rotary press, television and the internet with its social
media have given terrorists access to free mass exposure for even minor acts
of violence, especially when they manage targeting prominent persons in
landmark locations at prime time news hours. Terrorism is violence for
communication but most of the propaganda work is carried out by others
than the terrorists themselves.

TRAD: Could you outline the importance of intelligence in terms of
counterterrorism?

Prof. SCHMID: Terrorists have the element of surprise on their side; for a
brief moment in time — a bit longer in cases of hostage takings and especially
kidnappings — they enjoy local superiority. It is impossible to prevent most
acts of non-state terrorism without timely and accurate intelligence. The
small size of terrorist cells in the underground makes infiltration very
difficult; the existence of end-to-end encryption makes electronic
communication intercepts almost impossible, while tracing couriers of
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terrorists 24 hours, 7 days a week is too labour-intensive for most
intelligence and security services. Many pieces of intelligence are needed to
solve a terrorist puzzle before a planned attack can be foiled and often the
discovered pieces of information belong to different terrorist plots. Without
magnets, needles in a haystack cannot be found. The counter-terrorist
magnets to find them vary greatly- from encouraging betrayal with the help
of rewards to classical honeytraps.

TRAD: Prof. Schmid, our last question is about the future of terrorism.
What will the future of terrorism look like?

Prof. SCHMID: The success rate of most non-state terrorist groups in
achieving their goals is very low, except on the tactical level (like obtaining
ransom money in exchange for kidnapped persons). If all terrorists were
rational actors, they would, after studying the historical record of successes
and failures of other terrorist groups, look for other strategies. As a specific
tactic of waging conflict, terrorism will never fully disappear, but as a
strategic doctrine, terrorism might be replaced by another revolutionary
paradigm with a greater promise to bring about desired political changes.
Then, and only then, will terrorism cease to have a future.

TRAD: Thank you for answering our interview questions.
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PROF. ALEX P. SCHMID iLE SOYLESI:
TERORIZMIN TANIMININ ONEMIi"
OZET

Oncelikle, Terdrizm ve Radikallesme Calismalar1 Dergisi (TRAD) olarak, Prof. Alex
P. Schmid ile soylesi yapmaktan duydugumuz mutlulugu belirtmek isteriz. Prof. Schmid,
Lahey’de bulunan Uluslararas1 Terérizmle Miicadele Merkezi’nde (International Center for
Counter Terrorism- ICCT) Kidemli Arastirmaci, Viyana’da bulunan Terdrizm Arastirma
Girigimi’nin (Terrorism Research Initiative-TRI) ise Direktorudur. Prof. Schmid 1978-2018
yillar1 arasnda Leiden Universitesi’nde farkli gérevlerde galismistir. Ayrica, Rotterdam’da
bulunan Erasmus Universitesi’nde “Catisma Coziimii” alaninda ve daha sonra Terdrizm ve
Siyasal Siddet Calismalar1 Merkezi’nin (Centre for the Study of Terrorism and Political
Violence-CSTPV) Direktorii oldugu St. Andrews Universitesi’nde Uluslararas1 liskiler
Kiirsiistinde gorev yapmustir. Alex Schmid ayrica, yaklasik yedi yil boyunca Viyana’da
bulunan Birlesmis Milletler Uyusturucu ve Sug Ofisi (United Nations Office on Drugs and
Crime-UNODC) Terdrizmi Onleme Subesinde gérev yapmak da dahil olmak iizere gesitli
gorevlerde bulunmustur. En son 6nemli ¢aligmasi, alaninda 6nde gelen kirk farkli uzmanin
katkilarmi igeren “Handbook of Terrorism Prevention and Preparedness” baghkl kitaptir.
S6z konusu kitap, terdrizmle miicadele alaninda en ¢ok bagvurulan ve agik kaynaklardan
erigilebilen bir kaynak kitab1 haline gelmistir. Schmid’in terdrizm arastirmalari tizerine 6diillii
bir el kitab1 da dahil olmak iizere on dilde 225’ten fazla yaymi bulunmaktadir. 2009 yilna
kadar “Terrorism and Political Violence” dergisinin Bas Editorligiinii ve 2009’dan 2022’ye
kadar terdrizm ¢ahgmalar1 alanindaki en 6nemli bilimsel ¢evrimici dergi olan “Perspectives
on Terrorism” dergisinin Editorliigiinti yapmistir. Prof. Schmid halen bu derginin yardimci
editorliigii gorevini siirdiirmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Terérizm Calismalari, Terorizmin Tanimi, Radikallesme, Asurt Sag
Terdrizm, Terorizmin Gelecegi.

TRAD: Prof. Schmid, oncelikle sdylesi talebimizi kabul ettiginiz i¢in ¢ok
tesekkiir ederiz. SOylesimize, terOrizmi arastirmaya nasil basladiginizdan
bahsederek baslamak ister misiniz? Arastirmalarimz siiresince karsilastiginiz
temel zorluklar nelerdir?

Prof. SCHMID: 1970’lerde, 6nce sOzlesmeli arastirmaci olarak Leiden
Universitesi’'nde calismak {izere Isvicre’den Hollanda’ya tasindim. Ilk
sozlesmemi Hollanda Hiikiimeti ile yaptim. Bu kapsamda anavatanlar
Ambon’un Endonezya’dan bagimsizligini yeniden kazanmak isteyen ikinci
nesil gen¢ Giiney Malukululann terdrist saldirilarimin arka planini analiz
etmeyi igeren bir ¢alismaya bagladim. Catisma ¢éziimiinde uzmanlastim ve
daha sonra Rotterdam’da bulunan Erasmus Universitesi'nde bu alanda
profesor oldum. O zamanlar asil zorluk, terdérizm calismalart i¢in ddenek
bulmakti. Birgok konuda daha arastirma yaptim. Ornegin, Uluslararast Af
Orgiitii  (Amnesty International) igin, devlet aktorleri tarafindan

* Altmbas Universitesi Doktora Ogrencisi, Zehra DILBAZ tarafindan Tiirk¢e’ye cevirilmistir.
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gerceklestirilen insan haklar1 ihlallerinin temel nedenleri hakkinda
aragtirmalar yaptim. Amerika Birlesik Devletleri'nde 11 Eyliil’de,
Avrupa’da 11 Mart 2004’te Madrid’de meydana gelen teror saldirilanyla her
sey degisti. O zamana dek UNODC’nin Viyana’daki Terdrizmi Onleme
Subesinde c¢alistyordum. Baslica zorluklar: birincisi, arastirma igin fon
bulmak, ikincisi arastirma siireci ve bulgularina yonelik siyasi miidahalelere
kars1 direnmek idi.

TRAD: Terorizm konusunda calismaya basladigimzdan bu yana terérizm
caligmalarinin olumlu bir gelisme gosterdigine inaniyor musunuz? Bu
alandaki en temel sorularin tam olarak yamtlandigim diisiiniiyor musunuz?

Prof. SCHMID: Avrupa’da ilk olarak 1994’te Iskogya’da bulunan St.
Andrews Universitesi’'nde terdrizm arastirmalarina yonelik —enstitiiler
kuruldugundan bugiine, bu alanda biiyiik bir ilerleme kaydedildi. 2006
yilinda St. Andrews Universitesi’nde Terdrizm ve Siyasal Siddet Calismalari
Merkezi’nin (CSTPV) direktdrii oldum. Ancak, tim temel sorular heniiz
cevaplanmamustir diyebilirim. Baslangi¢ olarak, terdrizmin tanim hakkinda
devam eden bir tartigma devam etmektedir. "Terdrist kisilik" igin de
arastirmalar yapildi ancak bu, ortak &zellikleri bulunan yalmiz aktorler ve
intihar eylemcileri diginda pek basarili olmadi. Diger teroristlere gelince,
tipki bir askerin savas suclusu olabilecegi gibi, bir “6zgiirliikk savascisi” da
savag yasalarimi hice sayarsa ve savasgl olmayanlara yonelik eylemler
yaparsa terdrist olabilir.

TRAD: Terdrizmin tanimyla ilgili bircok makale ve kitap boliimii yazdiniz.
Terorii tammmlamak neden bu kadar énemli? Terorii tammlamak neden bu
kadar zor? Temel engeller nelerdir? Ter6riin tanimi konusundaki agmazin
giiniimiizde de devam ettigine inantyor musunuz? Caligmalarniz sonucunda
terorizmi nasil tanimlarsiniz?

Prof. SCHMID: Net bir tanim olmadan terérizmle ilgili veri tabanlari
olusturamazsiniz. Tek bir tamim olmadan terOrizm teorileriniz olamaz.
Terore karst uluslararast is birligi acgisindan da ortak bir siyasi anlayisa
ihtiyacimz var, aksi takdirde teroristlerin bir lilkeden digerine iadesi bir
anlam ifade etmez. Akademide tergrizmin ortak bir tanimina yonelik 6nemli
ilerlemeler kaydedilmistir. Ancak, bircok hiikiimet kendi tanimlarinm tercih
etmektedir. Bununla birlikte, Birlesmis Milletler Genel Kurulu, 1972°de
Miinih Olimpiyatlarinda diizenlenen teror saldirisindan bu yana tartismalar
devam etmesine ragmen Kapsamli Uluslararas1 Terérizm Kargiti S6zlesme
(Comprehensive Convention against International Terrorism) konusunda
anlasmaya varamamugtir. Son olarak Taliban 6rneginde de goriildigii gibi,
bazi rejimler terdrizm dahil olmak iizere siddet i¢eren yontemlerle iktidara
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geldiler. Bu nedenle, s6z konusu rejimler iktidar yolunda kullandiklar
araglari dislayan tammlar bulmaya egilimlidirler.

Yasal anlamda terérizmi tammlama yetkisi ¢cogunlukla hiikiimetlerde
oldugundan, terdrizm tanimlari tilkeden iilkeye biiyiik 6lgtide degisir. Ancak,
uluslararast topluluk, adam kagirma ve rehine alma gibi bir dizi sugu
uluslararasi terdr suclari olarak belirlemistir. Ben ise 1992 yilinda, savas
suglar1  konusundaki mevcut fikir birliginin kullanilmast ve teror
eylemlerinin  “savas suglarinin barig zamanindaki esdegeri" olarak
tanimlanmasi Onerisinde bulundum. Bu fikir birligi gemberinden gegerek bir
anlagma tanimina ulagmak i¢in yaptigim bu oneri kabul edilmedi. Birlesmis
Milletler Genel Kurulu’nun 6. (Hukuk) Komitesi’nin Gegici Komitesi
tarafindan hazirlanan taslak tamim 2003’ten beri masada duruyor; benim
Onerdigim tanimdan ¢ok daha genis ve belirsiz bir tanim. Tartisma igin,
“Terorizmi Tanimlamak” baglikli makalemi Uluslararas1 Terdérle Miicadele
Merkezi’nin (www.icct.nl) internet sitesinde bulabilirsiniz. Bu cergevede
yaklagtk 200 meslektagimin  yardimiyla akademik fikir birligiyle
gelistirdigim terérizm tanimi igin, tam metni alintilamama izin verin liitfen:

“Terdrizm, bir yandan, korku yaratma, zorlayici siyasal siddetin 6zel
bir sekil veya taktigine yonelik varsayilan etkinligi hakkindaki bir
doktrine ve diger yandan, genellikle sivillere ve muharip olmayan
kisilere yonelik olarak, hedef kitleler ve ¢atisma taraflari tizerindeki
propaganda ve psikolojik etkileri nedeniyle gdstermelik, hesapli ve
dogrudan siddet eylemlerinin, yasal veya ahlaki kisitlamalardan
bagimsiz olarak gergeklestirilen komplo pratiklerine atifta bulunur.
Terdrizm, taktik olarak {i¢ ana baglamda kullanilir: (i) yasa dis1 devlet
baskisi, (ii) savas dis1 zamanlarda veya catisma bolgeleri disinda
devlet dis1 aktorler tarafindan propaganda amagli ajitasyon ve (iii)
devlet ve devlet dis1 aktorler tarafindan kullanilan diizensiz savasin
yasadis1 bir taktigi.”

TRAD: Radikalizm ve terérizm arastirmalan literatiirtinde, radikalizmin ne
olduguna ve radikal kisinin kim olduguna dair ¢esitli faktorlere ve
dinamiklere dayali birgok tanim bulunmaktadir. Radikalizm ve radikal
kavramlarini terorizm ¢aligsmalari agisindan nasil tanimlarsiniz?

PROF. SCHMID: Geg¢miste, radikalizm, 1790’larda meydana gelen Fransiz
Devrimi’nden esinlenen siyasi bir hareketti. 19. yiizyilda, kendilerine
"radikal" adim veren bir¢ok siyasi parti vardi. Otoriter yoneticilere kars
ciktilar, kilise ve devlet arasinda bir ayrimin olmasim savundular ve tiim
vatandaglarin miilkiyet sahipliginden bagimsiz olarak esit oy hakki icin
miicadele ettiler. Bugiiniin demokratik kazanimlarinin birgogu, o zamanlar
radikallerin miicadele ettigi amaglara dayanmir. 21. yilizyilin bir icadi olan
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"radikallesme" terimi dogrudan Fransiz Devriminden ortaya g¢ikan radikal
partilerle ilgili degildir. Radikalizmin birgok tanimi vardir. Benim ise sdyle
bir radikalizm tanimim var. Yine miisaadenizle alintiliyorum:

“Genellikle siyasal kutuplagsma durumunda, catisma yaratan
taraflarin diyalog, uzlasma ve hoggorii uygulamalarinin bir taraf veya
her iki tarafca terk edildigi, terdrizm ve savas suglart seklindeki
catigmaci yontemlerin artis gosterdigi, catismaya yol agan, bireysel
veya kolektif (grup) bir siirectir. Bu siire¢, genellikle ana akim veya
mevcut durum yonelimli egilimlerden daha radikal veya asiri
pozisyonlara dogru bir ideolojik sosyallesme ile eslik ederken, ayrimci
bir diinya goriisii ve mevcut sistemin uygun veya mesru olarak
taninmamas! nedeniyle egemen siyasi diizen diginda bir alternatif
politik hareket noktasinin kabul edilmesini igerir.”

Bagka bir deyisle, “radikal bir kisi” (ilk siyasal partilerin bakis
agistyla) su anda kullanilan “radikalize olmus bir kisi” ile ayn1 degildir.
Ayrica, yonetimlerin varligimi siirdiirmek i¢in yaptigi, se¢cim sahtekarhigi,
iskence, cinayet, kaybolma ve medya sansiirii benzeri gibi politik
uygulamalar 1limli kisileri bile radikallestirebilir.

TRAD: “Handbook of Terrorism Prevention and Preparedness” kitabinin
ortak yazarlarindan ve editorlerinden birisiniz. Sayin Schmid, devletlerin
terdrizmi Onleyebilecegine inantyor musunuz? Devletler terérizmi nlemek
i¢in hangi tiir 6nlemleri almalidir?

PROF. SCHMID: Herhangi bir kisi bir bicag: alabilir ve bir yabanciy1
bigaklayabilir, ya da arabasini bir kalabaligin tizerine surebilir. Hicbir devlet,
hatta totaliter bir devlet bile, 0zellikle akli dengesi yerinde olmayan ve
intihara tesebbiis eden kisileri bunu yapmaktan alikoyamaz. El kitabimda,
terdrizmi Onleme kapsaminda terdrizm olaylar1 dncesinde, esnasinda ve
sonrasinda yapilacaklarla ilgili agiklama yapiyorum. Pek ¢ok devlet,
terdrizm olaylarimin dncesinde yapilacak miidahalelerden ziyade, neredeyse
tamamen sonrasinda ve son dakikada dnleme konusuna odaklaniyorlar. Bir
sonraki kitabimin konusu olan Vatandas Egitimi (civic education) hususu,
terérizmi 6nlemek icin, terérizm meydana gelemeden 6nce hukiimetlerin
daha fazla yatirim yapmasi gereken en 6nemli alandr.

TRAD: Cok sayida akademik c¢alisma, basta ABD olmak {iizere Bati
tilkelerinde asir1 sag hareketlerin yiikseliste olduguna dikkat cekiyor. Sizce
asir1 sag hareketlerin terorist eylemlere doniisme olasiligl var mi1? Size gore
asir1 sagel teroristler orgiitlii gruplar ve hareketler olugturma egilimindeler
mi, yoksa bu ideolojik ¢evrenin ana tehdidi tek aktorli terérizm midir?
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PROF. SCHMID: Birinci dalga olan Anarsist Dalga (1879-1920’ler), ikinci
siradaki Anti-Koloniyalist Dalga (1919-1960’lar), iigiincii dalga olan Yeni
Sol Dalga (1960-1990’lar) ve dordiincii dalga olan Dini Dalga’dan (1979-
2020’ler) sonra, yalmizca Amerika Birlesik Devletleri'nde degil, go¢
olgusuyla karsi karsiya kalan ve siyasi kurumlara karsi popiilist bir tepki
yasayan diger gelismis iilkelerde de bir yeni bir dalga olan, “Asir1 Sag
Dalga” ter6rizminin ortaya ciktigina dair bazi isaretler var. Asir1 sagin
yiikselisi, benzer diisiinen yalniz kurt eylemcilerini ulusal ve uluslararasi
olarak daha biiylik toplum kesimlerini i¢cinde barindiran, sosyal medya
tarafindan kolaylastirildi. Asint sagci kitle iletisim araglart ve popiilist
liderler tarafindan manipiile edilen potansiyel kitlesel radikallesmeye nasil
kars1 konulacagy, arastirilmasi gereken bir sorudur.

TRAD: Teknoloji ile terdrizm arasinda bir iliski olduguna inantyor
musunuz? Teknoloji ile terdrizm arasinda iliski nasil igler?

PROF. SCHMID: Teror orgilitlerinin oldiiriicii araclart son 150 yilda ¢ok
fazla degismedi: bombalar ve silahlar terdr orgiitleri igin hala ana araglardir.
Daha ¢ok degisen sey, iletisim teknolojilerindeki ilerlemelerdir. Teroristler
artik yaptiklarinin nedenini agiklayan afisleri sehir duvarlarina yapistirmak
zorunda degiller. 1870’lerden bu yana teknolojik gelismeler, televizyon ve
sosyal medya dahil olmak fizere, teréristlere kiiciik siddet eylemlerinin bile
licretsiz kitle iletisim araglarina erisimini saglamistir. Ozellikle dnemli
kisilere ve Onemli noktalara yonelik terdr saldirilari, haber saatlerinde
gerceklestirildiginde  terdristlere  biiyiikk  bir medya  gOriiniirliigi
saglamaktadir. Terorizm iletisim ic¢in yapilan siddettir, ancak propaganda
caligmalarinin ¢ogu terdristlerden bagka kisiler tarafindan yiiriitiiliir.

TRAD: Terorle miicadele acisindan istihbaratin 6nemini 6zetler misiniz?

PROF. SCHMID: Teroristlerin tarafinda bulunan bir “siirpriz” unsuru
vardir. Ter0ristler, rehine alma ve adam kagirma durumlarinda biraz daha
uzun olmak kaydiyla, kisa bir siire igin Ustiinligii ele gegirmenin “tadim
cikarirlar”. Zamaninda ve dogru istihbarat olmadan, ¢ogu terdr eylemi
Onlenemez. Bununla birlikte yeraltindaki kiiciik terdr hiicreleri sizmay1
olduk¢a ¢ok zorlastinrken; ugtan uca sifrelemenin varligi, elektronik
iletisimin kesilmesini neredeyse imkansiz hale getirirken; terdristlerin
kuryelerini haftada 7 giin 24 saat takip etmek, ¢ogu istihbarat ve giivenlik
servisi i¢in ¢ok yogun bir emek gerektirmektedir. Planlanan bir saldirt
engellenmeden 0Once, bir teror eylemi yapbozunu ¢ozmek igin pek cok
istihbarat parcasina ihtiya¢ vardir. Genellikle kesfedilen bilgi parcalari da
farkli terdr planlarina aittir. “Miknatislar olmadan samanlikta igne aranmaz.”
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Bu miknatislar, ddiillerin yardimyla terdr orgiitii icerisinde ihaneti tesvik
etmekten, klasik bal tuzaklarina kadar farkli alanlarda degisebilir.

TRAD: Prof. Schmid, son sorumuz terdrizmin gelecegi ile ilgili. Terdriin
gelecegi sizce nasil olacak?

Prof. SCHMID: Cogu devlet dis1 teror 6rgiitiiniin hedeflerine ulasmadaki
basar1 orani, taktik seviyedeki basarilar (kagirilan kisiler karsiliginda fidye
parast almak gibi) disinda ¢ok diisiiktiir. Tiim terdristler rasyonel aktorler
olsaydi, diger terdrist gruplarin basarilarinin ve basarisizliklarinin tarihsel
stirecini inceledikten sonra baska stratejiler ararlardi. Bir ¢atisma taktigi
olarak terdrizm, hi¢bir zaman tam olarak ortadan kalkmayacaktir, ancak
stratejik bir doktrin olarak terorizm, arzu edilen siyasi degisimleri
gerceklestirme konusunda daha biiyiik bir vaadi olan baska bir devrimci
paradigma ile degistirilebilir. Ancak o zaman terdrizm bir gelecege sahip
olmaktan cikacaktir.

TRAD: Sayin Schmid, sorularimizi yamtladiginiz i¢in tesekkiir ederiz.
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