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Abstract

In this study, the transformations in Central Asian policies from
the post-cold war period of India to the present will be discussed.
In this context, the influence of India in the power struggle in
Central Asia, the basis on which India has relations with the
region, and the place of this spiral of ties in India’s economy will
be tried to be revealed in the context of foreign policy analysis.
The main determination of the study is that despite the changes
in the internal and external conjuncture of India in the historical
process of more than a century, their relations have not been
broken, and there has always been a unique, exceptional and
always special type of economic and security relations. Another
finding is that it has the potential to provide strategic benefits to
India in geopolitical competition. The historical development of
the relations between India and Central Asian countries and how
it can be shaped in the future have been tried to be revealed. This
study concludes with an analysis of the current threats for India’s

national security policy.
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Introduction

The South Asian region has attracted attention throughout history due to its
geographical location, natural resources, and religious and cultural structure.
Because of this interest, this region has been seen as a colonial area at various
times for centuries, resulting in the determination of defense-based strategies
in the foreign policy preferences of the states. India’s independence, the
formation of a Hindu elite base, and the cold war period in the aftermath
and the accompanying period resulted in India’s defensive policies. Central
Asia, which was under the monopoly of the USSR during the Cold War,
entered into bilateral relations with other states in the context of the USSR’s
world policies. After the collapse of the USSR, this region participated in
relations with Russia, the USA, and China, and the developing regional
states established various links in the context of the policies of these major
countries.

Although India does not have a common border with Central Asia, it has
various historical ties due to its proximity. Central Asia was closed to the
outside world during the Cold War years, as it became part of a spiral of
relations with India and USRR. India, which is in the group described as
‘Non-aligned’ due to the conjuncture brought by the period, established
close relations with the USSR due to Pakistan’s proximity to the USA. It has
followed various policies of rapprochement with the Central Asian states.
Indian Prime Minister Nehru’s visit to Tashkent and Almaty after his visit
to the USSR in 1955 can be described as India’s first relations with this
region after its independence. However, these bilateral relations continued
in cultural and economic terms in the years after this period as part of the
context of bilateral relations with Russia.

After the disintegration of the USSR, the security problems that emerged
in Central Asia increased the security concerns of India. After the Central
Asian states participated in bilateral relations with China and Pakistan, the
Taliban’s expansion in Central Asia, and the rise of the Kashmir problem,
India tried to prevent these developments, which it saw as a threat to its
national security in the post-cold war period. So, India has cooperated with
the Central Asian states to reach various bilateral agreements on counter-
terrorism. Furthermore, parallel to the development of the Indian economy
due to the September 11 attacks, India started to attach importance to
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Central Asia in terms of energy due to its increasing energy needs. Recently,
India, which has followed a policy of developing direct relations with the
region due to its rapidly growing economy and regional interests, has been
establishing various bilateral alliances with the states in the area in order
to meet the basic needs of the Make in India program and the context of
regional security.

In this study, the transformations in Central Asian policies from the post-
cold war period of India to the present will be discussed. The influence
of India in the power struggle in Central Asia, the basis on which India
has relations with the region, and the place of this spiral of ties in India’s
economy will be tried to be revealed in the context of foreign policy analysis.

Limited Relations under the Non-Aligned Movement

The concept of the Cold War, which was defined as a reflection of the power
struggle between the USA and the USSR after World War 1I, transformed
the structure defined as the international system and brought along a
bipolar competition. In this established system, differential groupings
have emerged which follow a balanced policy to keep themselves out of
polarization due to security concerns as well as ideological and economic
interests. The Non-Aligned Movement emerged precisely as a result of
this polarization, at a time when states followed a policy of balance. These
3rd group of countries, which wanted to determine their destiny during
the period called the liquidation of colonialism to the Cold War period,
focused primarily on developing their economies instead of being involved
in the tense environment of the cold war. The main goal in this context was
to strengthen their existing economic structures and not be a party to the
conflict between these two poles.

There is lack of agreement in the literature on understanding of this period
since Non-Aligned movement is perceived as defence policy rather than
a block. For example, while Alam interprets this situation as a search for
identity through the concepts of Self-respect, the autonomy of decision-
making, and civilizational entity (Alam 284); Devdutt, in contrast, describes
this environment as a reaction to capitalism and socialism (Devdutt 383).
Whereas Harshe focuses on the thesis that this environment is a cultural
synthesis (Harshe 401), Srivastava directs the literature with the antithesis
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that the grass is crushed while the elephants are chirping (Srivastava 71).
Countries involved in this movement stayed close to the East or West bloc
and received various aid from time to time. However, in general terms, we
can conclude that this organization constitutes an alternative other than the

East/West block, which is embodied in the Non-Aligned Movement.

Although there is no geographical border between India and Central
Asian countries, the Central Asian region has vital importance for India,
especially in terms of security paradigms, from the independence of India to
the present day. Even though the power centers in this region are generally
considered to be of origin from the USA, Russia, and China. For India,
stability and economic relations are also the triggers of its internal problems.
Both the common cultural heritage dating back to the 16th century and the

‘partial’ geographical proximity are also associated with the cultural heritage
of India.

The strategic importance of Central Asia forced India to get closer to the
USSR during the cold war (Singh 72). The region’s geographical proximity
to Pakistan, Afghanistan, and China aligns with India’s security interests.
This situation led India to take a role in peacemaking and stability
establishment. Blank states that the basic level of relations in India’s Central
Relations in the period from the 2nd World War to the present was shaped
by the threat of terrorism that may come from this region (Blank 327-328).
Instability factors such as the power vacuum, ethnic tensions, sectarian
conflicts, and internal conflicts that emerged in Central Asia due to the
collapse of the USSR increased India’s security concerns. The claims of the
Taliban administration on Kashmir and the expansionist policies of China
and Pakistan have also brought India into the various security norms and
armament movement. In this context, India has tried to establish a balance
against China and Pakistan in Central Asia by making bilateral agreements
with the region’s countries on counter-terrorism and technical assistance
(Afzal 160). After the September 11 attacks, the US operation in Afghanistan
and the subsequent developments allowed India to enter new alliances and
approaches. As a result of the increasing fear of terrorism in India in the post-
9/11 period, the energy supply required for the sustainability of economic
development, and the search for new alliances against the bilateral integrated
polarization, various partnerships and economic alliances have been opened
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between India and the USA (Hathaway 7). The USA, which established
close relations with Pakistan at the beginning of the cold war, started to
carry out various joint activities with India towards the end of the cold war.

The power balance policy between the East/West bloc also took its place in
the concept of balance politics in these two blocks in the tensions between
India and Pakistan. According to Chiriyankandath, this situation indicates
that it is the result of the party policies followed by Pakistan rather than the
independence of India from any bloc (Chiriyankandath 205). For example,
India, which initially followed a policy of neutrality between the two blocs,
Pakistan’s membership in SEATO, and its close relations with the Western
bloc pushed India to develop bilateral joint ties with Soviet Russia. This non-
alignment policy of India, which continued with the Bandung Conference
in the following years, resulted in the India-USA rapprochement with the
Sino-India. Even though Kennedy’s visit to India was interpreted as an axis
shift in bilateral relations in this region, the Pakistan-India war and the
immigration waves in the 1970s and the nuclear armament moves of the

USA in Pakistan kept India in ties with Russia (Chiriyankandath 205).

These bilateral relations continued until the end of the cold war. The most
significant advantage of this situation for India was the development of
relations with Central Asia, which was described as the backyard of the USSR
at that time, and the increase of various military and economic partnerships.
Mohan states that Russia considered India as the most prominent strategic
partner (Mohan 27). But in the context of Central Asia, it should be noted
that India’s leading strategic goal is to prevent Central Asia from becoming
a market for the activities of rival countries. Considering the increase in
separatist movements in Kashmir, any increase in the activities of countries
whose foreign policies had an ‘Islamic’ soft power motif meant a security
risk for India. Bilateral relations with Russia were important in this respect.
The religious conflict environment in the Middle East, which was another
problematic region, was far from being a danger for India, brought India
closer to the USSR. Central Asian countries had to deal with their national
identity problems and policies (Roy 104). But theoretically, a common
denominator has also been found in the relations with this closeness with
Russia has also been the determinant of India’s Central Asian policy after
the cold war.
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Changes in Indian Foreign Policy: Transition from Non-alignment to

Multilateralism

The post-cold war period is generally characterized as a phase of policy change
for India. The most crucial stage of this transformation is the steps taken
in foreign and economic policies. India, which was involved in a balanced
approach close to the eastern bloc and the Non-Aligned movement during
the cold war, has determined a diplomatic vision to pursue liberal economic
policies that can integrate itself into the global economy (Chiriyankandath
207). The most critical step of this process is the steps followed to solve the
political problems with Pakistan and China (Mohan 28). In addition, the
opening of the country’s economy to the outside by focusing on Western-
oriented policies and the mission of pursuing peaceful policies with all
countries have also been the determining factors of India’s general foreign
policy. The cooperation policies with the USA, the importance given to
economic integration with Central Asia, the rapprochement with China
and Pakistan for security issues, bilateral relations with Afghanistan and
Tajikistan for the solution of the internal security problem, and finally,
the ongoing cooperation with Russia constitute the main elements of the
foreign policy. It has made a significant contribution to the growth and
development of the Indian economy by taking all these missions within
the liberal policies desired to be undertaken. The most critical issue in the
procedures followed during this period is the Kashmir issue.

The Kashmir issue is perhaps the most challenging regional issue to resolve.
This issue, which is the most crucial priority of Indian foreign policy, has
been the primary determinant of India’s cooperation with Pakistan since its
establishment. India sees Kashmir as an inseparable part of itself and accuses
Pakistan of supporting the jihadist forces. The rejection of all accusations
makes reconciliation and solutions impossible. There was even a nuclear
crisis due to this region. This situation, known today as the Kirgil crisis,
includes many tragedies, from the military coup attempt in Pakistan to the
region’s lack of investment to the situation of mass migration. However,
there were diplomatic attempts for bilateral relations due to India’s liberal
policies, and as a result, a joint declaration was published. A highway
connection with Pakistani-controlled Kashmir was opened, and steps were
taken to develop economic relations between the two countries.
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Another critical policy of India in the post-cold war period was diplomatic
initiatives in the border problems with China. The softening that started
with bilateral relations after the visit of Vajpayee to China continued
with increasing commercial ties. In this period, the trade volume between
the two countries made China the largest investor in India, especially in
technology transfer, and China’s infrastructure and investments in India
significantly increased (Dahlman 45-53). India, which wanted to break
the developments in China-Pakistan relations during the cold war and gain
regional power, made various cooperation in the economic field after the
two countries resolved their land disputes to a large extent in the post-cold
war. In this context, India became a member of the SCO and followed a
policy of balancing the increasing Chinese influence in Central Asia. China’s
investments in Central Asia and its economic power are undeniable. Even
today, a vast Chinese hegemony still dominates this region economically.
India, which especially wants to improve its economic relations, has carried
out its diplomatic activities to not be adversely affected by the possible
Chinese influence by solving its political problems with China (Baladas 4).

India, which sees Russia as a balancing element, gave importance to the
Moscow-Beijing-Delhi alliance. Thus, it tried to find a place for itself in
the market by balancing the economic and demographic Chinese influence
in Central Asia. In an environment dominated by liberal ideas based on
political relations and economic cooperation, Indias balancing of its
interests with the two big giants on the same denominator is like a summary
of India’s policies. The most prominent example of this summary was the
policies aimed at gathering these three countries on a common denominator

in Central Asia.

After the Cold War, the USA was the most significant economic initiative
in Central Asia. In particular, the USA, which attaches great importance
to this region to break Russia’s hegemony here, adopted the views of
Frederick Starr, known as the ‘Greater Central Asia Project’, as a diplomatic
mission and the ‘Silk Road Paper’, mainly known as ‘A Partnership for
Central Asia’, has 36 pages. The main criterion in India’s relations with the
USA is policy initiatives that will subsidize its economic interests in this
region by collaborating in the interests of the USA. In addition to these
policies, the USA has a Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India (TAPI)
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Pipeline project, also known as Trans-Afghan Pipeline (TAP) project. The
country that most supported the US intervention to break the influence
of the Taliban was India (Aras and Croissant 140). The developments in
Afghanistan during this period were the biggest obstacle to India’s expansion
(Kulkarni). It aimed to fasten India’s import-dependent energy policies with
energy from Central Asia. However, the growing fear of terrorism in the
region has also reduced India’s support for the TAPI project. The unstable
environment in Afghanistan and the Central Asian region under Taliban
rule resulted in Indias redefining its Central Asian policies. This energy
corridor project, which could not be completed due to geographical factors,
is now interrupted by political instability.

India was the country that invested the most in Afghanistan after the Taliban
regime. Stabilization in Afghanistan was key to India’s national security. For
this reason, India has given support to Afghanistan in many projects for its
restructuring. At that time, these aids were around 588 million dollars on
average (Norfolk 8). The Indian government sent its experts in various fields
to Afghanistan and made many investments in developing the country and
economic integration. India puts more effort into creating this region,
Mullen says that India spends a lot of effort in restoring cultural ties and
carrying out cultural relations together with economic developments and
economic considerations in India’s relations (Mullen 7). Also, the Indian
government has various missions to eliminate the dangers from this region;
Sharma noted that the Indian government adopted a diplomatic mission
to protect itself from the adverse effects of security concerns and drug
trafficking and that India made various initiatives in intergovernmental
relations (Sharma 3).

High-level visits between the two countries, the fact that then-president
Hamid Karzai studied in India and attached great importance to ties with
India, and various mutually signed agreements on the fight against terrorism,
agriculture, health, and education contribute to the development of relations
between the two countries. These relations were the main guarantee of the
security of the TAP project. The TAP was tried to be developed through
Turkmenistan after the Taliban took over the administration in Afghanistan.
With the US invasion of Afghanistan, the TAP project was further
developed with Turkmenistan, Pakistan, and Afghanistan. The project was
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further developed with the USA’s support of India and Russia’s interest in
this project. However, the weak stability in Afghanistan at that time made
it difficult for Russia to be included. There was an attempt to transport
Iranian natural gas to India via Pakistan. However, the opposition of the
USA to this development prevented the realization of this project (Motkin).

Changing Balances in Central Asia and India’s Economic Cooperation

Since 2014, with the announcement of the Make in India program, India
has started to follow a comprehensive path on a very different level of
economic model in the world. With the Make in India program, which
aims to boost India’s manufacturing industry, foreign investment has been
encouraged through FDI policies in several sectors that were previously
dependent on imports. Additionally, new plans have been put in place to
improve infrastructure and increase production capacity, which in turn will
lead to a rise in living standards and decrease India’s reliance on Asian-based
production (Panwar 34). Aiming to break the model of Central Asia, India
started to develop its policies in Central Asia. India established various
bilateral relations, which is not a continuation of both the uniform bilateral
relations of the cold war and the liberal policies after it. India has embarked
on policies to develop and expand its relations with this region, especially
within the scope of energy and security policies (Wariko 11-15). The Make
in India program acts as a decisive actor in India’s foreign policy and a
catalyst for further developing bilateral relations.

India’s first initiatives with Central Asia in this period started with Prime
Minister Modji’s visit to five Central Asian countries within the scope of
the ‘Central Asian Cooperation Policy’ in 2015. The main objective of
these visits is India’s adopting a more provocative approach and economic
cooperation. It leads to search in a new way. While China aims to realize the
dream of a new and developed silk road with its projects, it uses geography
and finance. On the other hand, India takes political action to improve
the scope of its economic relations (Menon and Rajiv). Trying to develop
the content and functionality of the Make in India program, India has
followed policies aimed at increasing the security of the energy corridor and
its market share.
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Today, for India, there is a situation where the regional security problems in
Central Asia are spreading to its own country. The increasing radical activity
in this region has become a significant security concern within the states.
Extreme actions in Syria and Afghanistan show that thousands of people
participated in these activities, especially in Central Asia. It is estimated
that close to 10% of the foreign fighters from Asia are from Central Asia
(Lemon, Mironova and Tobey 17). Even the efforts of these radical groups
to return to the Central Asian areas as a result of the suppression of extreme
activities raises a security concern in itself. Considering ISIS’s search for
influence in Central Asia, cooperation with the states in the fight against
terrorism makes it inevitable on India’s agenda. China and India both see
ties as necessary in terms of security and regional stability in the context
of developments in Afghanistan. Each state is active in providing aid to
the region through aid and education programs, and both are aware of the
importance of the region’s energy resources. This situation pushes both states
to develop policy in the context of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization
(Joshi). This and similar security concerns have paved the way for India to
cooperate in the institutional structure for defense cooperation at a bilateral
level. As a result, various defense and military cooperation agreements
were signed with Kyrgyzstan and Turkmenistan. The most concrete step
taken is the bilateral agreements with Kyrgyzstan. The main target of these
negotiations was joint exercises with Kyrgyzstan and Mountain Training
Centers established (Hussein and Kashgarian).

In addition, military exercises were held in Probal Dostyk between India and
Kazakhstan (Samachar). The main objective of these exercises, which are
held regularly every year, is to focus on the fight against terrorism in urban
and rural areas. The two countries have been trained in joint training camps
(Menon and Rajiv). The military exercises deployed in Lebanon under the
command of India are a part of this program. In addition, the initiatives of
the President of Uzbekistan toward military cooperation during his visit to
India in 2020 are concrete steps to improve stability. During this visit, and
collaboration between the two countries was conceptualized by establishing
a joint working group in the military field.

Energy security for India is evolving into different dimensions day by day.
Today, the concept of security is still perceived as maintaining the status quo
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for India and keeping the terrorist threat away from this region. For India,
maintaining the status quo is understood as internal turmoil and non-state
actors and as climate change energy supply, and loss of regional control. It
is thought that this situation will only be successful for India by increasing
deterrence and being indispensable in international alliances. In this sense,
another basis of India’s relations with Central Asia is in the energy field.
To secure its energy needs, India follows policies to develop civil nuclear
cooperation. In this context, a contract was signed to purchase 5000 tons of
uranium in Kazakhstan (MEA). Negotiations for this uranium purchase are
still ongoing today. At the same time, a supply agreement was signed with
Uzbekistan to purchase uranium.

With the energy resources, India aims to increase its energy security and
reduce its dependence on a single country or region by spreading foreign
dependency. India focuses on multilateral engagements with Central Asia
at the bilateral level. India negotiated with Iran for various multilateral
projects, signed a customs contract to improve the transportation network
through Iran, and tried to develop an integrated system with this cooperation
with Oman and Turkmenistan. Although the US-Iran tension puts these
bilateral relations in danger, India aims to eliminate the embargo imposed
on Iran with its diplomatic vision. While this situation still seems to be a
speculation today, this cooperation is still active in the current case. Also,
an essential step of dual multi-platforms has been taken economically. The
‘Joint Asia Working Group’ was created for a free trade agreement involving
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and India. The feasibility report submitted by this
group officially put this trade agreement into operation. Because of these
relations, India joined the Shanghai Cooperation Organization as a full
member Indian. These agendas had previously affected Russia and China.
With its involvement of India and Pakistan in the SCO, this organization
now represents almost half of the world’s population. As a matter of fact,
this situation ensures that India stays in touch with Central Asia and makes
India an essential power in a platform where it can raise the economic and
security trump cards it may have for the world.

The participation of Pakistan and India in the SCO was interpreted as an
increase in anti-Western sentiment in this region at first (Aris 457-482).
India’s participation in the SCO is to realize security-oriented regional
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cooperation (Nishtha 85). However, since the organization’s establishment,
it has been structured under the influence of two great powers, Russia and
China. This situation was described as part of Russia and China’s economic
environmental defense policies. The SCO’s anti-Western norms have placed
China and Russia in a status quo against the USA, establishing hegemony.
With the full membership status of Pakistan and India, this situation is no
longer a fear; it has made each state a balancer in the security and economic
areas of the regional states. With the rise of China in the post-cold war,
Russia saw India as a balancing factor. Russia, which is afraid of China’s Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI) programs, has made sales with India in military
equipment, especially in defense.

Russia perceived India as an actor preventing the expansion of China rather
than a market. In contrast, India viewed Russia as a guarantor under the
SCO against Chinese expansion (Munir and Keshari 101). Post-Cold War
China-India relations are full of border opposition (Zhu 16). Although
India’s security-oriented policy in its relations with China, especially with
Pakistan, provides new gains to the power in domestic politics, it weakens
India’s influence in the global scale. Both states have stepped into various
references in the post-2013 period, and border problems have caused
tension between the two countries, especially in the last period. The
relations between Central Asian states and India will cause a diplomatic
crisis between China and India in the future due to market interests. Both
countries look at as a market.

This bilateral cooperation recently developed mutual understanding, and
dialogue between India and Central Asian countries. These breakthroughs,
which are a spiral of positive relations for India, have allowed India to
engage with the region, not as a part of bilateral and multilateral relations.
Foreign-dependent policies of the Cold War and post-war period are now
of great importance for India to strengthen the uniform and independent
decision-making mechanism. The India-Central Asia Dialogue held in
Samarkand became the determinant of these policies. It is undeniable that
the term geography has had a political and economic interest in Central
Asia for centuries. India’s policy of connecting with Central Asia and the
EU’s projects in Central Asia seems likely to be the most decisive period
for the 21st century. India’s diplomatic vision today is a more fluid and
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dynamic environment than in the past. Today, a period of stability in which
the United States is the sole superpower has ended. This period has been
replaced by an environment that we can describe as the second cold war
period based on friction, in which China and Russia are also involved.
Developing countries are trying to stop being a pole on the side of the
great powers as in the past and follow a policy of neutrality as in the cold
war period in the history. In this perspective, India is trying to follow a
policy to protect its regional interests by being in a strategic position in
important functional groups such as SCO, BRICS, G20, etc. Although the
future of such groupings brings along a geopolitical dilemma, it seems that
this situation will overshadow the functionality of the security concept in
the future.

India still maintains its multiple bilateral relations. At the Interaction
and Confidence-Building Measures in Asia (CICA) conference held in
Kazakhstan in the last quarter of 2021, Indian foreign minister Jaishankar
also visited Kyrgyzstan after he visited Kazakhstan and met with Ragid
Meredov, the foreign minister of Turkmenistan (Menon and Rajiv). The talks
in question are essential in India’s steps towards improving its economic and
political ties with Central Asia. In addition to these talks, it is possible to
say that the relations between India and the Central Asian states have made
progress recently. In particular, the India-Central Asia Dialogue meetings
and the India-Central Asia Business Council support this situation.

Today, Central Asian countries follow a policy of opening up to the world
after gaining independence. For the past five years, regional states have been
engaging in multidimensional relations both regionally and globally. One
of the countries that they want to strengthen their ties per these policies
in India. India’s rapidly growing economy and the search for partners at
the international level for various domestic development policies is an
opportunity for Central Asian countries. The economic rapprochement
between India and the Central Asian countries will profoundly contribute
to the development of this region. Central Asian countries, trying to increase
their economic cooperation, want to reach the seas through South Asia. One
of the most important examples of this is Mazari Sharif — Kabul — Peshawar
Railway Project, which is planned to be realized between Uzbekistan and
Pakistan. This project is a bridge designed to be established between Central
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Asia and South Asia. Including India in this project may be an essential step
toward improving relations between the two regions in the future. However,
Pakistan does not favor this view. On the other hand, India is looking for
large markets and strong collaborations for its growing economy. It is an
indispensable factor for sustainable development in developing countries
today for these projects. Due to the function of the established economic
corridors, India attaches more importance to its relations with this region
than in the past. However, the most critical problem in India’s relations
with the Central Asian countries is that there is no geographical connection
between them. The only way to overcome this problem lies in improving
relations with Pakistan.

Pakistan’s current attitude does not constitute a very positive situation for the
solution to this problem. Since resolving this problem is difficult today, India
tries to solve its trade relations with this region through the Iranian border
and air corridor. But the US’s attitude towards Iran jeopardizes these plans.
One of the most critical topics of Jaishankar’s recent trips is security and
radicalization in Afghanistan. The existence of radical terrorist organizations
in Afghanistan depends on the stability and functionality of the economic
corridors in Central Asia and South Asia (Rowden). Therefore, efforts are
being made to solve the radical activities in this region, both in terms of the
internal stability of India and the sustainability of the investments made
in Central Asia. Today’s Central Asian countries now have to make more
efforts to reduce their dependence on Russia. China’s various investments
and Russian influence in this region were seriously balanced in the current
political environment. The possible difficulties that Central Asian countries
may face shortly also present great opportunities for China and India. In
addition, with the Taliban’s takeover of power in Afghanistan, India followed
a policy of developing relations with the countries in this region through
diplomatic relations. When the danger of economic instability is added to
the increasing security concerns in the region, this situation naturally brings
the threat of radicalization in the current situation. Recently, there has been
a global academic interest in comparing competition between countries
and regions. The Taliban’s re-emergence in Afghanistan, the fact that ISIS
is still effective, and Pakistan’s deterrent policies in the region are among
the dangers that may come to India from this region. Terrorism, a tool of
violence, has not yet withdrawn from these two regions. In this case, it
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still continues to be a significant risk for India today. India’s multicultural
structure and the fact that it controls a wide geographical area reveal the fact
that order can be maintained by preserving the current status quo in this
region. Even the existence of a possible danger forces India to act within this
mission in its relations with this region.

One of the most critical advantages of Central Asia for India is its energy
resources. Turkmenistan is one of the largest centers in the world in terms of
natural gas reserves. There are also sizeable natural gas reserves in Kazakhstan.
These reserves make the region more valuable for India, whose economy is
increasing. In particular, implementing the TAP project further strengthens
India’s relations with this region. This corridor is basically a vital route of
the historical Silk Road. Although the rivalry in the historical process has
weakened the relations between India and Central Asian countries over
time, it remains for India today.

India’s diplomatic relations over security, trade, and energy resources and
the versatile, balancing, and pragmatic policies of Central Asian countries
are also an important opportunity for re-establishing bilateral relations. It
seems that the parties will continue to develop their bilateral relations in this
context in the coming periods. It is undeniable that potential cooperation
will improve economic development and regional stability. One of the main
methods of solving the problems in Afghanistan for the security of the
economic and political stability of Central Asia and India is this regional
cooperation. Therefore, this spiral of regional relations, which is followed
today, is of great importance in the future.

Conclusion

In this article, India’s relations with the states in the Central Asia, its policies
from the cold war period to the present, are evaluated in the context of
regional interests. This evaluation was made over three periods, Indias
relations with the Central Asian states were examined as the Cold War,
post-Cold War, and last periods. During the Cold War, India’s policies of
the non-alignment period, the influence of the USSR in this region, the
effect of geographical factors on the policies of the period, and Indian
foreign policy within the framework of Nehru principles were examined. In
the post-cold war period, India’s adaptation policies, India’s relations with
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Central Asian states within the scope of liberal economic policies, India’s
search for regional alliances, the US-India relations after the September 11
attacks, India’s Central Asian policy, India’s bilateral relations with Central
Asian countries within the scope of Shanghai Cooperation Organization
and various military and economic cooperation of India with Central
Asian countries were examined. In the last chapter, in which India’s current
foreign policies are analyzed, the scope of India’s Make in India program, its
economic relations with Central Asian states within this scope, the effect of
India’s foreign policy change on its relations with Central Asian countries,
India’s relations with the Central Asian countries, the impact of the recent
high-level meetings and conferences at the ministerial level and the regional
competition in India’s relations with the Central Asian states were analyzed.

India’s Central Asian policies in the post-cold war period carried out bilateral
relations in the context of the USSR, since the Central Asian region was
closed to the outside world in this period, and this region was partially
open to India because of the USSR-India rapprochement. The origins of
the sympathy of the Central Asian states towards India also come from
this period. In addition, due to the proximity of this region to Pakistan,
Afghanistan, and China, India’s interest in Central Asia was only on a
cultural scale. Security dimension is also of great importance in India’s
view of Central Asia. The possible terrorist threat to India from this region,
claims of Pakistan and China on Kashmir led India to seek various alliances
to eliminate such problems in its relations. Although India took part in
the non-aligned movement during the cold war, as a result of the Pakistan-
USA rapprochement, India started to get closer with the USSR. In this
rapprochement, the Central Asian region, which was closed to the outside
world, pushed closer to India.

The power vacuum, ethnic tensions, and internal conflicts that emerged
in Central Asia in the post-Cold War period also increased India’s security
concerns. In addition, China and Pakistan’s close relations with Central
Asian countries during this period, the Taliban’s attempt to establish an
activity in Kashmir increased security concerns in India’s security concerns
and pushed India to develop relations with this region within the scope of
security paradigms. In the post-September 11 period, India’s close stance to
the United States in its relations with this region can also be evaluated as
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a reflection of these security concerns. However, to meet the energy need
arising due to the rapid increase in the growth of the Indian economy, the
fundamental economic approach in its relations with this region has been
in the context of energy. Although India’s lack of direct transportation
channels such as land and railway between India and the Central Asian
region hindered India’s trade relations with the region’s countries, India’s
inclusion in the SCO, free trade zone formations, and various cooperation
conferences. This collective situation enabled India to join the natural gas
pipelines, and cultural and commercial ties with this region were strengthened
with the Great Central Asia Initiative. Moreover, India entered into various
military alliances with the countries in the region, and in this context, India
established an army base in Farkhor, Tajikistan. The primary purpose of
the military partnerships established is to follow a policy of balance against
the military alliances of China and Pakistan and to take security measures
against terrorist attacks that may come from this region.

With the Make in India program, India has started to follow a comprehensive
path on a very different economic model in the world. In this context, it
has started to make various policy changes in Central Asian relations. India,
which attaches great importance to its relations with this region due to
meeting the basic needs of its economy and the market need to be brought
by economic growth, has preferred to establish direct bilateral relations with
the states of the region instead of various triple alliance searches in the past.
India’s relations with Central Asian countries developed significantly in the
context of diplomatic, economic, and security. As a diplomatic initiative,
the trust conferences of the foreign ministers and the India-Central Asia
dialogue programs have a great importance in the relations of India-Central
Asian countries. With the new energy and economic corridors that were
established, economic alliances were found with other states. The influence
of Pakistan and China in the markets in this region was tried to be broken.
The transformation of the scope of the Make in India program from a
development policy to a regional development policy, especially in the last
period, is another development observed. Finally, security concerns arising
from Kashmir and Taliban influence are overcome with military alliances
and joint military operations established with regional states.
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Today, India continues to maintain relations with the Central Asian region
amid such developments. Although India places great importance on
these relations, it appears that Indias policies towards the region and the
challenges it faces may become increasingly difficult to address in the future.
There is a lot of regional competition, and geographical factors significantly
hinder India’s influence. Today’s regional cooperation of India is not very
effective compared to Tiirkiye, Russia, and China. Tiirkiye’s relations with
this region have increased significantly, especially in the cultural, economic,
and military fields. In addition, Tiirkiye’s regional cooperation with Pakistan
and China affects even India’s relations with Central Asia. Even in Kashmir,
it cannot be said that India has found support.

On top of that, the change of government in Afghanistan and the increasing
terrorism and internal conflicts in the Central Asian regions in the last
period seriously threaten the security of India. However, it is evident that
India’s influence in the market is also disruptive, especially since India’s
high-tech production capacity and R&D ratios have not reached the desired
levels, the foreign dependency in the military field is increasing day by day,
and the markects efficiency is shifting from finished goods to semi-finished
goods and raw materials. Once for all, the fact that the borders started to
close together with the pandemic process and the emerging global economic
crises seem to affect India’s foreign policy relations with this region in the
future. But no matter what, the fact that India has now taken a unique
diplomatic stance and steered its economic and political relations in this
context indicates that India has taken a different perspective on a global
scale and that it has a crucial importance with its rapidly growing economy.
These developments will increase the reputation of India.
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Soguk Savastan Giinlimiize Hindistan"in
Orta Asya Politikasinin Bolgesel Cikarlar

Baglaminda Degerlendirilmesi
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Bu ¢alismada Hindistan'in Orta Asya devletleri ile olan iliskileri Hindistan'in
bolgesel ¢ikarlari baglaminda degerlendirilmistir. Bu baglamda, ilk béliimde
soguk savas doneminde Hindistan'in Orta Asya politikasi analiz edilmis
olup, baglantisizlik politikast kapsaminda SSCB baglamindaki iligkileri
ve Orta Asya'nin giivenligindeki rolii degerlendirilmistir. Tkinci boliimde
ise Hindistan'in baglanusizlik politikasinin Orta Asya devletleri ile
olan iliskilere ne gibi etkiler yapug: analiz edilmistir. Mevcut durumun
tartigildigr son boliimde ise Orta Asyadaki iilkeler ile ikili iliskilerin
yani sira gesitli diplomatik konferanslar, antlagmalar ve Sangay Isbirligi
Orgiitii kapsaminda serbest ticaret bélgeleri ve ekonomik koridorlarin
gerekliligi degerlendirilmistir. Calismanin temel ¢ikarimi tarihsel baglamda
Hindistan'in i¢ ve dis politikasinda meydana gelen degisikliklere ragmen
Orta Asya tilkeleri ile olan kiiltiirel, ekonomik ve askeri iliskilerin
kopmamig olmast iizerinedir. Diger bir bulgu ise jeopolitik rekabette Orta
Asya iilkelerinin Hindistan’a stratejik fayda saglama potansiyeline sahip
oldugudur. Bu ¢alisma, Hindistan'in ulusal giivenlik politikasinin kargi

karstya oldugu giincel tehlikelerin analizi ile sona ermektedir.
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OueHKa LeHTpanbHoa3naTCKon NonmuTuKn
HOnM B KOHTEKCTE permoHarnbHbIX
NHTEpPEeCcoB’

®depxaTt Yabipbl Apac™
Ak6ep Kanaemnp™

AHHOTaLUA

B 3TOM nccienoBaHum paccMaTpyuBaeTCs TpaHCHOpMALH O~
sutuky Unnnn B LlenTpanbHol A3uu ¢ nepuoza rmocie OKoH-
YaHUS «XOJOIHOU BOMHBD B IHAMNM 10 HACTOSILErO BPEMEHH.
B 3TOM KOHTEKCTE JeNat0TCsl MOMNBITKU MPOAHAIU3UPOBATh C
TOYKHU 3pEHUS BHEIIHEH MOJUTUKU U PacKphITh BIustHUE VH-
nuu B 00pb0e 3a BiacTh B LleHTpanbHO# A3un, aHaTU3UPYETCs
OCHOBA, Ha KOTOpoil IH/IHMs CTPOUT OTHOIIEHUS C PETHOHOM, U
MECTO ATOH CIUpasu cBsi3ed B 3koHOMUKe Munun. B pamkax
MOJUTHKYU HENpUucoeuHeHns HIUN OLeHUBAIINCh €€ OTHO-
menust ¢ CCCP u pons MHaun B oGecrieueHnn 6e30MacHOCTH
B LlentpansHoii A3uu. B nocieaHeii yactu, rie o0cykaaeTcs
TEKyILasi CUTyalHsl, OLIEHUBAETCSl HEOOXOMMOCTh 30H CBOOO/I-
HOW TOPTOBJIN M SKOHOMMUYECKHX KOPHIOPOB B paMKax Pa3iany-
HBIX AUTTIOMaTHYECKUX KOH(epeHwii, cornamenuii u [lan-
XaliCKOM OpraHu3alK COTPYJHHUYECTBA, & TAKXKE JBYCTOPOH-
HUX OTHOILEHUH co cTpaHamu LlenTpansHoi A3un. OcHOBHOE
OTpe/IeNICHNE UCCIIeIOBAaHHSI COCTOUT B TOM, YTO, HECMOTPS Ha
HU3MEHEHHUE BHYTPEHHEH U BHELIHEN KOHBIOHKTYpbl MHAMM B
HCTOPHYECKOM ITpoLecce 0oJee YeM 3a CTONETUE, UX OTHOIIIE-
HUS He OBUTH HapyIIIEHBI, ¥ BCET/IA CYIIECTBOBAN YHUKAIbHBIH,
UCKJIIOUUTENBHBIN U BCET/la 0COOBIN THI OTHOLIEHUS B cdepe
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9KOHOMHKH U Oe3omacHocTH. Elle ouH BBIBOJ 3aKIH04aeTcst
B TOM, YTO OH MOYKET 00€CIIEeUNTh CTPATErHYeCKUE IPEHMY-
wecTBa Muanu B reonoauTuyeckoil koHKypeHuuu. [penmnpu-
HSTA TOTIBITKA PACKPHITH HCTOPUIECKOE PA3BUTHE OTHOIICHNH
Mexxny Muaneit u ctpanamu LlenTpansHON A3KU U TO, KaK OHU
MOTYT CKJIa/IbIBaThCs B Oy/ylieM. DTO HCCIIeI0BaHNE 3aBepIiia-
€TCS aHAJIM30M TEKYIIHX YIpO3, CTOAILINX Mepel MOJTUTHKON
HallMOHAJIbHOI 6e3omacHocT MHaMN.
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