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ABSTRACT 
In the article, the role of the newspaper “Kaspi”, published in Russian in Azerbaijan at the end of the 19th and the beginning 
of the 20th century, in the spread and development of modern education and new pedagogical ideas is discussed. In the 
research, in which the document analysis method was used, a search was made on the words determined in the newspaper 
“Kaspi”. Based on the findings, it can be said that the leading figures of the Azerbaijani enlightenment movement, as well as 
the Russian intellectuals with progressive views, showed great determination and self-sacrificing service in this study. 
Intellectuals of Zerdabi, Topchubashov, Agayev and Hajibeyli are real propagandists in this direction. They strive to educate 
the public and interpret based on factual material. Intellectuals tried to determine the ways and means of solving the 
educational and pedagogical problems of their period, and this issue was also emphasized in the article. The way to get rid of 
superstitions and ignorance, outdated traditions and tired thoughts is possible by examining and applying new school, new 
educational theories. “Kaspi” newspaper is an example of the struggle for a new way of thinking in Azerbaijani education, 
the acquisition of national consciousness and national self-confidence, the teaching of the Azerbaijani language in schools 
and the conduct of education in the Azerbaijani language. 
Key Words: “Kaspi” newspaper (1881-1919), Azerbaijan, educational ideology, call to learn, propaganda of educational 
ideas 
	

 

EĞİTİM DÜŞÜNCESİ ÇERÇEVESİNDE KASPİ GAZETESİNİN 
DEĞERLENDİRİLMESİ 

 
 
ÖZET 
Makalede, 19. yüzyılın sonu ve 20. yüzyılın başında Azerbaycan'da Rusça olarak yayınlanan “Kaspi” gazetesinin modern 
eğitimin ve yeni pedagojik fikirlerin yayılması ve gelişmesindeki rolü ele alınmıştır. Doküman incelemesi yönteminin 
kullanıldığı araştırmada “Kaspi” gazetesinde belirlenen kelimeler üzerinden arama yapılmıştır. Elde edilen bulgulara 
dayanarak ilerici görüşlere sahip Rus aydınlarının yanı sıra Azerbaycan aydınlanma hareketinin önde gelen isimlerinin de bu 
çalışmada büyük bir azim ve özverili hizmet gösterdikleri söylenebilir. Zerdabi, Topçubaşov, Ağayev ve Hacıbeyli aydınları 
bu yöndeki gerçek propagandacılardır. Halkı eğitmek için çabalamakta ve olgusal materyallere dayanarak 
yorumlamaktadırlar. Aydınlar, döneminin eğitim ve pedagojik sorunlarını gidermenin yol ve araçlarını belirlemeye çalışmış 
ve bu konuya da yazıda dikkat çekilmiştir. Batıl inançlardan ve cehaletten, modası geçmiş geleneklerden ve yorgun 
düşüncelerden kurtulmanın yolu, yeni ekol, yeni eğitim teorileri incelemek ve uygulamakla mümkündür. “Kaspi” gazetesi, 
Azerbaycan eğitiminde yeni bir düşünce tarzının, milli bilincin ve milli özgüvenin kazanılmasının, okullarda Azerbaycan 
dilinin öğretilmesi ve eğitimin Azerbaycan diliyle yürütülmesi için verilen mücadelenin bir örneğidir.  
Anahtar Kelimeler: “Kaspi” gazetesi (1881-1919), Azerbaycan, eğitim ideolojisi, öğrenmeye çağrı, eğitim düşüncelerinin 
propagandası 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Önerilen Atıf: 
İmanlı, A. (2022). Evaluation of “Kaspi” Newspaper within The Framework of Education Thought. International 
Journal of Leadership Training (IJOLT) 7(1), 1-13. 
https://trdoi.org/10.26023458/uled.1296702 

																																																													
1 Nakhchivan State University, ayshenimanli@gmail.com, ORCID: 0000-0002-9025-819X  



 

	

Cilt: 7,  No: 1 
Yıl: 2023 

ISSN: 2602- 3458 

	

	

Vol: 7,  No: 1 
Year: 2023 

ISSN: 2602- 3458 

 
	

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

At the end of the XIX century and the beginning of the XX century, the movement based on reason began to 
develop as an independent ideological system in Azerbaijan. The basis of the enlightenment movement was to 
develop national thought in the society, to create a citizen consciousness that understands political events, 
understands self-government and independence, to inform the society, to guide it towards the future. The 
Enlightenment movement had the task of educating large segments of the population, familiarizing them with 
their ancestry and promoting their identity in the international arena. “The pioneers of the Enlightenment 
Movement were democratic intellectuals who mastered the cultural thought of Russia and other developed 
countries of the world, knew the advanced traditions of all generations as cultural figures of Azerbaijan, and 
were considered the leading forces of social development” (Agayev, 2000: 16). 

In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the theoretical and practical dissemination and development of 
educational and pedagogical thought was realized through various means. Among these tools, the role of the 
press should be mentioned in particular. “Ekinci”, “Sharki-rus”, “Molla Nasreddin”, “Hayat”, “Fyuzat”, 
“Azerbaijan” and other periodicals were the means for the renewal of public opinion, the dissemination of 
information, and the coverage of education to large segments of the population (Mehraliyeva, 2013; Haciyeva, 
2017). Intellectuals used this medium as a platform for the dissemination and development of educational and 
pedagogical ideas. One of these publications was the newspaper “Kaspi” (Shahverdiyev, 2006; Huseynov, 2005). 

The newspaper “Kaspi”, under the editorship of Viktor Vasiliyevich Kuzminin, began its activity in 1881. Since 
its inception, the newspaper has covered a wide range of topics. The main sections of the newspaper included 
state and local life, current events, translated or written scientific content, energy news, informative information, 
novels and stories, mail and announcements (Kuzminin, 1881). In its early years, it was published two or three 
times per week. After three years, it became a daily newspaper. During the period of Russian editorship, the 
“Kaspi” newspaper also supported the ideology because it was also published outside the borders of Azerbaijan. 
The period of Russian editorship ended in 1897 when Sokolinski, the third and the last Russian editor of the 
newspaper, died. The rich businessman of Azerbaijan, Haji Zeynalabdin Taghiyev, became the new owner of 
“Kaspi” newspaper and gave the editorship to Azerbaijanis. This turning point also led to a change in the name 
of the newspaper within the community, and it became known as “Muslim Kaspi”. The longest-lasting editor of 
the newspaper was Alimerdan Bey Topchubashov (1898-1907), followed by Ali Bey Huseynzade (Pirizade, 
2019; Yagublu, 2017). 

From this period onwards, the newspaper was published in Russian, but was also publicly known as “Muslim 
Khazar”. The newspaper was distributed not only in the Caucasus, but also in a number of Russian cities and 
foreign countries. Azerbaijani intellectuals of that time - Hasan Bey Zerdabi, Muhammad Aga Shahtaktli, 
Ahmad Bey Agaoglu, Firudin Bey Kocherli, Sultan Majid Ganizade, Ali Bey Huseynzade, Nariman Nerimanov, 
Jalil Mammadguluzade, Teymur Bey Bayramalibeyov, Ceyhun Hajibeyli, Mahmudbey Mahmudbeyov and 
others wrote about the daily life, language, traditions, psychology, literature, ideas of Azerbaijanis, as well as 
education and upbringing (Tagiyev, Mustafayev and Balayev, 1994). 

Over a period of about 38 years, the newspaper “Kaspi” was able to take its place in the center in raising the 
Azerbaijani educational and pedagogical thought to the level of a movement by speaking about the interests of 
the national bourgeoisie (Habibayli, 2019). The newspaper recognized that superstition, ignorance and outdated 
traditions were a dangerous obstacle to innovation among the masses and considered it important to pay attention 
to the possibilities of creating education with a new content and a new structure in order to eliminate them. In 
different periods he played a role in enlightening social life. In 1881-1919, 10,065 issues of the newspaper 
“Kaspi” were published (Huseynova, 2016: 8). 

The study of the evaluation of “Kaspi” newspaper within the framework of education thought has relevance and 
importance in the context of Azerbaijan's history and culture. “Kaspi” is one of the oldest and most prominent 
newspapers in Azerbaijan, and has played a significant role in shaping public opinion and promoting educational 
ideas in the country. By analyzing the content of the newspaper over time, this research can provide insights into 
the evolution of educational ideas and practices in Azerbaijan. As a matter of fact, “Kaspi” newspaper has an 
important role in the education community today. Dunyaminqizi expresses the importance of “Kaspi” newspaper 
in contemporary Azerbaijan education as follows: “Kaspi” newspaper serves as a bridge between our past, 
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present and future. We benefited from the ideas of Uzeyir Bey, Ahmed Bey Agaoglu, Hasan Bey Zerdabi, 
Ceyhun Bey and Shafiga in order to keep our state and independence alive, to protect the great Turkish world 
and to keep the ideology of independent Azerbaijanism alive. They took Efendizade from our classics and 
brought his ideas to the present day. In this context, “Kaspi” newspaper served as a bridge in keeping our 
classics alive and spreading their ideas. “Kaspi” devoted its pages to the ideas of establishing an independent 
state and keeping it alive. The newspaper is also the experimental publication of the Faculty of Communication 
of Baku State University: “The teacher who teaches the theory and practice of journalism teaches the articles in 
terms of genre. As a researcher of the history of the press, they interpret the historical articles. The newspaper 
keeps a historical tradition alive” (Maharramova, 2020). 

Newspapers are generally considered to have an educational function. The function of newspapers is essentially 
to inform. However, this function does not allow newspapers to be perceived as formal or non-formal education 
institutions. On the contrary, it is necessary to evaluate the educational impact of the newspaper on society in the 
context of informal education (Berkant & Comert, 2013). From this point of view, “Kaspi” newspaper can be 
seen as an informal tool in Azerbaijan`s social education. On the other hand, a study of the newspaper can 
contribute to the wider international literature on the role of the media in education. According to the Santos et 
al. (2022) and Liu et al. (2019) media can serve as a powerful tool for promoting education and raising 
awareness about its importance. The role of media in promoting educational innovation and reform has also been 
discussed by scholars such as Michael Fullan (2001), who argue that media can support educational change by 
raising awareness about innovative practices and creating a sense of urgency around the need for reform. In the 
case of “Kaspi”, the newspaper has covered a wide range of educational topics over its long history, including 
articles on educational policies and practices, educational research, and educational events and activities. By 
analyzing the newspaper's coverage of these topics over time, this research can provide insights into how 
“Kaspi” contributed to the dissemination of educational ideas and practices in Azerbaijan. Overall, the 
evaluation of the “Kaspi” newspaper within the framework of education thought is an important research topic 
that can contribute to both the local and international literature on the role of media in education. By providing 
insights into the evolution of educational ideas and practices in Azerbaijan and the role of media in promoting 
educational innovation and reform, this research can have important implications for educational policy and 
practice. 

The evaluation of the “Kaspi” newspaper within the framework of education thought can make important 
contributions to the international literature in several ways. First, the study can provide insights into the 
historical development of education in Azerbaijan and the role that media played in promoting educational ideas 
and practices in the country. This can contribute to a better understanding of the cultural and historical context in 
which education evolved in Azerbaijan and the factors that influenced its development. Second, the study can 
add to the broader international literature on the role of media in education. While there is a growing body of 
research on the use of media in education, much of this research has focused on newer forms of media such as 
digital technology. By focusing on an older form of media - namely, the newspaper - this study can provide 
valuable insights into the historical role of media in education and its potential for promoting educational 
innovation and reform. Third, the study can contribute to the literature on educational change by providing a case 
study of how media can support and promote educational reform over time. As a matter of fact, “Kaspi” 
newspaper is used as a course material in higher education today. By analyzing the content of the “Kaspi” 
newspaper over its long history, this study can provide insights into how media can play a role in creating a 
sense of urgency around the need for reform, promoting innovative practices, and disseminating information 
about educational policies and practices. 

It can be said that the newspaper “Kaspi” was the center of the struggle of the intellectuals of the period for the 
spread and development of advanced pedagogical ideas and education. In the development of pedagogical 
thought in Azerbaijan, the analysis of the articles in the newspaper “Kaspi” is of great importance in terms of 
what the needs of the education system of that period were, the efficient contribution of the stakeholders to 
education and the triggering of social development. Moving from the view that education is considered as a 
social awakening movement in every period of history, the aim of this research is to examine the newspaper 
“Kaspi” within the scope of pedagogical thought. The research is to seek an answer to the question "What is the 
contribution of "Kaspi" newspaper, which plays a role in the social and cultural development of Azerbaijan, in 
its educational development?" In other words, the problem of this research is to seek an answer to the question of 
what the educational ideas of the newspaper "Kaspi", which brought together the thought, women's education 



 

	

Cilt: 7,  No: 1 
Yıl: 2023 

ISSN: 2602- 3458 

	

	

Vol: 7,  No: 1 
Year: 2023 

ISSN: 2602- 3458 

 
	

and intellectual group in the pedagogical culture of Azerbaijan at the time of its publication, and to convey the 
ideas to the current education community. 

 

2. METHOD 

The study was designed with a qualitative research approach. Case study, which is one of the methods of the 
qualitative approach, was preferred. A case study is defined as a phenomenon observed in a certain time period 
or at a single point in time (Gerring, 2007). Case studies have been handled by different researchers as different 
patterns. In this study, the holistic single case design introduced by Yin (1984) was preferred. In one Study, data 
were obtained through document review. The holistic single-case design is the design used to test a well-
formulated theory in which there is only one unit of analysis, and unique and contradictory situations are studied 
(Yin, 1984). Since the study focuses on the pedagogical ideas in the “Kaspi” newspaper, the study is a holistic 
single case study. 

It is not possible to determine the universe in certain research subjects or to generalize the research results to a 
large universe. Especially in cases where a group or a special phenomenon is investigated, the universe can often 
be the smallest unit reached, and it is not possible to determine the size of the universe in all cases (Neuman & 
Robson, 2014). Since it is not possible to create a sampling frame for such universes, it is not possible to select a 
probabilistic or representative sample from these universes (Marshall & Rossman, 2014). For this reason, non-
probability sampling techniques are used in cases where there is no clear prediction about the nature of the 
universe. The idea in the sampling method, which is not based on probability, which is one of the sampling 
methods of the qualitative research approach, is to choose information-rich situations so that the research can be 
done in depth (Vogt, Gardner & Haeffele, 2012). Although information-rich situations are not affected by the 
number of samples, they mean that the information obtained from the sample is suitable for the purposes of the 
research. Since this research is a qualitative research, non-probability sampling was chosen. Since the aim of the 
research is to determine the educational ideas in the “Kaspi” newspaper, the data to be included in the research 
were selected with the criterion sampling method. It is the study of all situations that meet a predetermined set of 
criteria. The criterion is created by the researcher or a previously prepared criteria list can be used (Marshall & 
Rossman, 2014). In the sampling, the words “Education”, “Teaching”, “School”, “Pedagogy”, “Women's 
education” and “Child” were used as criteria. 

The data collection tools in the examination of the articles in the newspaper “Kaspi”, which continued its 
publication life between 1881-1919, are the criteria stated above. In this context, the corpus of the newspaper in 
the National Library of the Republic of Azerbaijan was examined through document analysis. Document 
analysis is the analysis of the events and facts that are the subject of the research with written materials (Yildirim 
& Simsek, 2011). Authors and texts were determined within the scope of the criteria determined in the analysis 
of the data. Direct citations are included for the validity and reliability of the research. “Text” is used in the 
determination. 

 

3. FINDINGS 

The first years of the newspaper “Kaspi” saw significant efforts by leading Azerbaijani intellectuals to promote 
education and new ideas among the people, even in the Russian language. Prominent writers of the period 
included H. Zerdabi, A.M. Topchubashov, M. Shahtahtli, A. Agayev, C. Mammadguluzade, M. Mahmudbeyov, 
H. Hajibeyli, C. Hajibeyli, N. Narimanov, T. B. Bayramalibeyov, H. Vezirov, and others. These intellectuals 
worked together to promote and disseminate new ideas among the population. 

In accordance with the purpose of the research, “Kaspi” newspaper was scanned based on selected criteria and 
the authors and their pedagogical articles presented in Table 1 were reached. The pedagogical writings of the 
authors in Table 1 were evaluated as findings. 
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Table 1.  

Authors Presenting Pedagogical Thought in “Kaspi” Newspaper 

No Authors Articles 

1 Hasan bey Zerdabi “About Shusha village schools”, “Zerdab school”, “Our village 
schools”, “School hygiene”, “A new school system in America 
combining mind and manual labor”, “Schools for working children”, 
“Art and industrial education institutions”, “Technical schools”, 
“Teachers' association of Baku-Dagestan state school directorates”, 
“Education for refugees”, “School commission of the City Duma”, 
“Proposal for new girls' educational institutions”, “School 
commission”, “at Zerdab”, “About two projects”, “Silking (cocoon) 
school” 

2 Ahmet bey Agayev (Agaoglu) “Zübeyde and Abbas”, “Our primary schools”, “On the freedom of 
Muslim women”, “Unifying importance of school”, “A new school 
for Muslim girls”, “Education of women in the Islamic world” 

3 Ali Mardan bey 
Topchubashov 

“Kaspi`s purpose”, “Toward high school transformation” 

4 Ceyhun Hajibeyli “Our own” 

The findings in Table 1 are presented in order. First, Hasan Bey Zerdabi's pedagogical thought and writings are 
included. Hasan bey Zerdabi worked to eliminate obstacles hindering education and the development of the 
younger generation from an enlightened perspective. He emphasized to the youth of Azerbaijan the importance 
of education, science, preparing educational materials in the native language, and establishing schools as crucial 
factors in nurturing future generations. Recognizing that the nation and homeland are sources of national pride, 
Zerdabi urged against "hurting and expelling our scientists and educators" (Ekinci, 2005). However, Zerdabi also 
acknowledged that society was not yet ready for these ideas to take root. 

When a person wears boots instead of our ordinary slippers, the voices hurt him. The mullahs 
curse him from the pulpit and the people do not greet him. In short, we all unite and consider him a 
disbeliever and hurt him so much that the poor man becomes helpless, leaves his nation and goes 
to foreigners, and his child grows up among them and joins their sect (Ekinci, 2005: 182). 

The culmination of Hasan bey Zerdabi's enlightenment movement was his many years of work in the newspaper 
“Kaspi”. Although Zerdabi's writings were primarily in Russian, he was aware of the main innovations in the 
American and Western European education system and tried to familiarize the educational community in 
Azerbaijan, employees of educational institutions in various fields with these ideas.  

In the last years of the 19th century, Zerdabi consistently and regularly followed the proposals put forward in the 
discussions in the central press on the education system in general education schools. On January 19, 1900, after 
becoming acquainted with the speeches of Leonid Yegorovich Obelensky (1845-1906), a famous journalist, 
poet, and educator who was associated with the Society of Industry and Commerce and the central press, on the 
unification of intellect and labor, Zerdabi prepared an article “A new school system in America that unites 
intellect and manual labor” and published it in the 36th issue of the newspaper “Kaspi” on February 15, 1900. 

In his article dated February 15, 1900, the author writes that references to the new school education system 
should be based primarily on explaining the characteristics of the modern school, analyzing and summarizing its 
positive and negative features. Zerdabi justifies Obelensky's opinion that mistakes made in the mental activity of 
children will leave a mark on their lives and will be a sign of incomplete school education. In the traditional 
school, teaching was mainly based on the development of students' memory and imagination, while neglecting 
other aspects of learning. All the work of the child consisted in mastering someone else's ideas, formulas 
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In his article dated February 15, 1900, the author writes that references to the new school education system 
should be based primarily on explaining the characteristics of the modern school, analyzing and summarizing its 
positive and negative features. Zerdabi justifies Obelencki's opinion that mistakes made in the mental activity of 
children will leave a mark on their lives and will be a sign of incomplete school education. Teaching in the 
modern school is based mainly on the development of students' memory and imagination. All the work of the 
child consists in mastering someone else's ideas, formulas, tables, etc. They are hardly prepared for future life 
and activities. Children have no independence in acquiring knowledge based on their own observations. Book 
learning, the book system, high self-efficacy and independent thinking almost destroy learning in children. The 
serious consequences of the book system are all the more evident in urban life, where children do not have the 
opportunity to observe nature, living creatures and plant life. 

Zerdabi rightly emphasized that independent observation, the ability to adapt any means to the end, mastery of 
the laws of nature, the formation of self-confidence, the habit of strong action, the indomitable will, the ability to 
do what was necessary, and the combination of manual labor and intellectual development in order to be able to 
execute and apply what was necessary, were all signs and characteristics that reflected the combination of 
manual labor and mental development. All of these things, which had been evident as tools in the old book 
system, had become characteristic features of the new American system. 

In his article “A new school system in America, which combines intellect and manual labor”, the author in his 
educational thoughts only comments on the development of the imagination of the growing generation, the 
appearance of unrealistic dreams, the awakening of certain whims, emotions and excitements, the emergence of 
irritability and outbursts, lethargy, the manifestation of inactivity, apathy, sometimes the child commits suicide, 
etc. He considers such cases as the defects of the old school, the old book system. A young family that has come 
out of the old school system does not appear as an independent individual in its internal behavior, thoughts and 
ideas, outlook on life, legislation, often suffers in the vortex of inactivity, inertia, austerity, does not have 
independent thinking, and for all these reasons leads a lifestyle that is not good for the rest of its life. Zerdabi 
also looked at the history of the problem of labor education and concluded that the idea of manual labor in 
education was practically implemented in the 16th-18th centuries. According to him, in the 19th century the 
systematic ideas about the attitude of students to work belong to Friedrich Froebel. However, the author writes 
that the views of F. Froebel cannot be considered sufficient. The imitative character of the process is still 
advantageous, since students' self-activity is not developed here. Manual labor is widespread in America and has 
reached a certain level of development in Sweden and Finland. In Russia we have long been hearing voices 
about the creation of similar systems. The issue has been raised before the Ministry of Education and many 
requests have been made. However, no regulations have been issued, no rules have been applied. 

The research shows that Zerdabi closely followed the publications on the problem. Her opinion about the work 
of the Russian teacher Mrs. Pavlovich "Manual labor in preschool age" is the opinion of a pedagogue-theorist 
with a wide knowledge. As a pedagogue Zerdabi wrote the following about this book: 

The author of the brochure (referring to the book “Manual labor in preschool age” - A. I.) Mrs. 
Pavlovich considers it necessary to use manual labor in the child's education for the development 
of both his spiritual and physical strength. So he gets used to independent work, gets acquainted 
with the objects of the world around him, from there he learns the beginning of new events. There 
are two systems of hands-on learning: French and Swedish. The first one proposes to design 
individual parts of objects, it requires precise coherence, accuracy and proportionality; the teacher 
is faced with a number of shortcomings and suffers from the fact that he cannot interest children; 
there are no whole objects, but only their parts - there is no final result. The Swedish system 
represented by Otto Salomon is more interesting for children because they do everything according 
to it. This system especially proposes carpentry as more varied and therefore more interesting. A 
necessary condition for this system is a consistent transition from simple objects to more complex 
ones.2 

One of Hasan Bey Zerdabi's articles with socio-pedagogical content, which has been left out of research until 
today, is his article titled "Schools for Workers' Children". In his article, Zerdabi mentions that various issues 
related to public education have come to the agenda in recent years and brings up the issue of including the 
																																																													
2	 Зардаби, Г. (15 Февраля 1900). Новая школьная система в Америке соединяющая умственное равите с ручным 
трудом. Газета “Каспий”. 
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children of workers in education as one of the important issues to be solved in this direction. According to him, 
the issue of public education in the broadest sense of the word has been on the agenda recently. But no matter 
how much attention is paid to the dissemination of this kind of education, we are still far from universal 
compulsory education, first of all because the Ministry does not provide enough schools for ordinary and private 
people. Because there is still a long way to go before, they realize the necessity of this kind of education and 
voluntarily open schools. But there is a certain circle of individuals who use human labor as laborers, whose 
interests are directly proportional to the education of their workers. It is their moral duty as factory owners to 
open the required number of schools for the children of their employees. In assessing the realities of the 
dynamics of the development of the industry, Zerdabi showed that the unsanitary situation in Baku is a great 
threat to the environment and called on society to find ways to eliminate this threat. The great intellectual 
considered it important to pay special attention to the education of workers in the efforts to eliminate this danger. 
According to him, an educated worker can see the material and spiritual damage of environmental pollution and 
can do his part to get rid of this danger. 

Another intellectual who wrote articles on education in the newspaper “Kaspi” was Ahmed Bey Agayev. Ahmed 
Bey Agayev, one of the leading thinkers of his time, made a name for himself as an ideologue of Pan-Islamism 
in Azerbaijan in the second half of the 90s of the 19th century. Based on the benefits of Islam for people, he tried 
to explain how this great humanist religion should keep pace with the times, how to renew and modernize the 
way of life of people. Aghayev's pedagogical ideas on educating people in new conditions were different from 
the ideas of other educators-pedagogues. He put forward interesting proposals for preserving Islamic values by 
utilizing the positive aspects of European education and lifestyle. Ahmad Bey Aghayev described the bitter fate 
of women in the Islamic world in Azerbaijan for centuries with the passion of a thinker and skill of writing. In 
his articles “Zubaydah and Abbas”, “Our Primary Schools”, “On the Freedom of Muslim Women”, “The 
Unifying Importance of School”, “A New School for Muslim Girls”, “Education of Women in the Islamic 
World”, he paid special attention to this issue and managed to convey it to the public through his lessons.  

Ali Merdan Bey Topchubashov was another writer who expressed his thoughts on education in the newspaper 
“Kaspi”. Education of Azerbaijani people and Russian Muslims in general was an important aspect of Ali 
Merdan Bey Topchubashov's activity. From the first days of his editorship in “Kaspi”, he was able to wage an 
irreversible and consistent struggle for the protection of the rights of the people, against the undesirable 
intentions of religious separatism, education and adaptability of the population. He analyzed lifestyles according 
to the times and incorporated this into his social action plan. In particular, in 1901-1903 Topchubashov's writings 
on education and education of youth had a wide resonance in his journalistic work. 

Speaking about the purpose of “Kaspi”, Ali Mardan bey Topchubashov, as a thoughtful educator, expressed his 
opinion about the benefits of education and the general development of the school as follows: 

The Kaspi newspaper has a sacred duty to constantly promote and relentlessly fight for the spread 
of education among the entire Caucasian population, regardless of national and religious affiliation 
and financial status. We will try in every possible way to convey to our compatriots the necessity 
of the idea of opening general and technical schools for children of both sexes. We will convey to 
them the fact that it is only with the help of school that it is possible to gradually get rid of 
ignorance, backwardness and poverty both materially and spiritually. We will spread the idea that 
only school can turn them into well-rounded citizens. In order to influence the population in these 
directions, first of all, it is extremely necessary to study the existing way of life, morality, 
spirituality, traditions, religious beliefs, in short, the everyday life and life of our people in all its 
manifestations. Moreover, in our opinion, in order to understand and explain the events of modern 
reality in depth, it would be even more beneficial if they are illuminated in the process of their 
historical development.3 

Another writer who addressed the issue of education in the newspaper “Kaspi” was Ceyhun Hajibeyli. At the age 
of 29, Ceyhun Hajibeyli was forced to emigrate to France, and his name is mentioned together with the 
prominent representatives of the Azerbaijani enlightenment at the beginning of the 20th century. Hajibeyli spent 
most of his life abroad, was one of the pioneers of the political struggle for the independence of the Motherland 
and was known as one of the defenders of the ideas of Azerbaijanism. His articles in the newspaper “Kaspi” are 
the product of a highly intelligent thinking on various spheres of Azerbaijani life. Through these writings, the 
																																																													
3	Топчибашев, А. М. (Temmuz 19, 1901). б. К преобразованию средней школы.  Газета “Каспий”. 
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distinguished educator put forward a new way of thinking against the negative customs and traditions in the life 
of society and the old way of thinking, and considered it the duty of education to educate people who can adapt 
to the conditions of the age and build their own lives. 

Hajibeyli`s spirit of patriotism and citizenship is evident in all his writings. He was one of the thinkers who lived 
with the pain, suffering and joy of the nation. He attached special importance to the upbringing of children, the 
future of the nation, in the national spirit. In Hajibeyli`s publishing heritage, nationalism is defined as love for 
the mother tongue, protecting the culture that the people have acquired and kept alive for thousands of years, 
protecting their own traditions, getting rid of old ideas, superstition and ignorance. His article "Our Essence" is 
an example of these ideas. 

Ceyhun Hajibeyli showed that the mother tongue is the main tool for the creation and dissemination of 
knowledge among all classes of the population. In his writings, the prominent educator defended the idea of 
education in the mother tongue, justified the unique importance of the mother tongue in education and training 
with life events and proven facts. On April 15, 1917, at the Congress of Caucasian Muslims, his attitude to the 
dispute over the language of the meetings is interesting: 

So much for our national prosperity depends on the opinion of this or that speaker... The cold-
blooded gentlemen who hide their emotions know very well that most of our intellectuals are 
unfortunately illiterate in their mother tongue, and therefore cannot express their thoughts in their 
mother tongue. This language is not about things, market prices, or free time, but about higher 
issues of a political, national, and social nature.4 

Hajibeyli believed that enlightenment was the only way out of the grip of ignorance and superstition, 
vulgarity, flawed ideas and obsolescence. His motto was: “The pen is the symbol of victory and 
celebration.” During his literary and journalistic activity, he devoted much attention to education, culture, 
upbringing and spirituality, and his ideas on education and upbringing formed the basis of his creativity. 

The extensive factual material collected in the pages of "Kaspi" on various aspects of the theory of 
education and upbringing is important as a source for studying a number of issues related to the history of 
formation and development of social and pedagogical thought in Azerbaijan. The authors of "Khazar" 
realized that democratic transformations in the life of society are possible only through education. The 
renewal of people's consciousness and spirituality, a progressive change of content, getting rid of the old 
mentality, harmful manners and methods is the only and necessary condition for keeping up with the 
times and living with what it imposes. For this reason, it has been one of the newspaper's primary and 
urgent duties to cover the problems related to culture, education, enlightenment and national educational 
institutions. 

 

4.	DISCUSSION AND RESULTS 

The newspaper “Kaspi” is an integral part of Azerbaijani pedagogical science. The newspaper is the richest 
collection of materials on the history of education and schooling in Azerbaijan. This press thought about the 
history of publishing, lived with the problems of the school and pedagogical thought of the time, became a 
propagandist of many progressive ideas and principles in the field of education. These writings influenced the 
enrichment of the Azerbaijani-language press published at the beginning of the 20th century with progressive 
social pedagogical ideas that resonated with the times. 

The research shows that at the end of the 19th century pedagogical ideas were mainly reflected in the general 
periodical press. The newspaper "Kaspi" became more memorable as an example of a publication that reflected 
the hopes and dreams of the Azerbaijani people and illuminated the period of Azerbaijani history in a more 
realistic way. Later editors M. Shahtakhtli, C. Mammadguluzade, A. Huseynzade, A. Agayev, H. Vezirov, U. 
Hajibeyov, C. Hajibeyov and others took their first professional steps in the newspaper “Kaspi”. In the 19th 
century, the intellectuals who represented the first group of ideas of national awakening, national identity and 
Azerbaijanism have taken a worthy place in the memory pages of history as the people who laid the foundation 
stones of the later national ideology (Farzaliyev, 2017). The entry of Azerbaijan into a new stage of intellectual-

																																																													
4	”Kaspi” newspaper  April 16, 1917.	
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democratic thought is directly related to the name of the newspaper “Kaspi”. The newspaper was used by the 
leading intellectuals of the time as a real pulpit of education, reflecting and demonstrating to its readers with all 
its brightness that science and education not only improve the way of life of people, but also save them from 
ignorance and backwardness. The way out of the social evils that had taken root in the country. At the end of the 
19th century and the beginning of the 20th century, the newspaper was a great propagandist of the ideas of 
enlightenment in Azerbaijan, and throughout its activity it was determined to fight against any negative situation 
that could lead to national backwardness. 

The findings suggest that there were several intellectuals in Azerbaijan during the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries who were actively engaged in discussing and promoting the importance of education. One of the 
prominent intellectuals was Zerdabi, who closely followed the publications on the problem and wrote 
extensively on the subject. In his article “Schools for workers' children”, he highlighted the need to include the 
children of workers in education, and he argued that it was the moral duty of factory owners to open schools for 
the children of their employees. Zerdabi also emphasized the importance of paying special attention to the 
education of workers in the efforts to eliminate environmental pollution.  

Ahmed Bey Agayev was another intellectual who wrote extensively on education in the newspaper “Kaspi”. 
Agayev was an ideologue of Pan-Islamism in Azerbaijan, and he argued for preserving Islamic values by 
utilizing the positive aspects of European education and lifestyle. He paid special attention to the education of 
women in the Islamic world, describing their bitter fate in Azerbaijan for centuries (Asker, 2020). Ali Merdan 
Bey Topchubashov was another writer who expressed his thoughts on education in “Kaspi”. He was particularly 
concerned with the education of Azerbaijani people and Russian Muslims in general. He believed that education 
was necessary for the development of the entire Caucasian population, regardless of national and religious 
affiliation and financial status. He argued that education was the key to gradually getting rid of ignorance, 
backwardness, and poverty both materially and spiritually (Guliyev, 2018). Overall, these findings suggest that 
there was a strong interest in education among intellectuals in Azerbaijan during the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries. They recognized the importance of education for the development of society and the need to provide 
access to education for all, regardless of their background or social status. It is clear that Ceyhun Hajibeyli was 
deeply committed to the betterment of his nation through education and enlightenment. He believed that the 
mother tongue was key to the dissemination of knowledge and that education in one's own language was 
essential for national prosperity. He also recognized the importance of getting rid of harmful habits, ideas, and 
practices in order to keep up with the times and live in a progressive and enlightened society. Hajibeyli`s 
writings, particularly his article “Our Essence”, demonstrate his ideas on nationalism and the importance of 
preserving and promoting one's own culture and traditions. He believed that education and enlightenment were 
the only ways to overcome ignorance, superstition, and flawed ideas, and that the pen was a symbol of victory 
and celebration. Through his work as a journalist and educator, Hajibeyli devoted significant attention to issues 
of education, culture, and spirituality, and his ideas on these subjects are an important source for understanding 
the history of social and pedagogical thought in Azerbaijan. Overall, Hajibeyli`s legacy as a thinker and educator 
highlights the importance of education and enlightenment in creating a progressive and prosperous society. 
According to Karimov (2020) the newspaper “Kaspi” holds great importance in Azerbaijan's education history as 
it played a significant role in shaping the national education system and promoting educational and cultural 
values among the population. The extensive factual material collected in the pages of “Kaspi” on various aspects 
of the theory of education and upbringing is important as a source for studying a number of issues related to the 
history of formation and development of social and pedagogical thought in Azerbaijan. 

The newspaper was established in 1881 and had a major impact on the intellectual development of Azerbaijani 
society. It published articles on a wide range of topics, including literature, art, science, and education. The 
authors of “Kaspi” realized that democratic transformations in the life of society are possible only through 
education, and they actively worked to promote the importance of education and cultural values among the 
population. 

The newspaper`s focus on education and culture played a crucial role in the development of the education 
system. There is a functional unity of purpose between education and the press in influencing people in terms of 
behavior, attitude, thought, opinion and so on. Newspapers constitute the important and effective power of the 
press. Every day, millions of newspapers provide the society with countless information on every subject with 
their articles (Yuce & Coban, 2019). Its articles contributed to the formation of a new generation of intellectuals 
who were committed to modernizing and transforming the country. The “Kaspi” newspaper also played a key 
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role in advocating for the use of the Azerbaijani language in education, as well as the development of national 
educational institutions. 

In addition to its role in shaping the education system, “Kaspi” was also an important forum for the discussion of 
cultural and social issues. It helped to create a national consciousness and a sense of belonging among the 
Azerbaijani people, and contributed to the development of a national identity. 
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Appendix 

Sample from the newspaper “Kaspi”. 
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