A SHORT STUDY ON
THE SONGS AND SONNETS OF JOHN DONNE

Dog.Dr.Yildiz AKSOY’

John Donne (1572-1631), who is one of the most remarkable
figures of English poetry, was born and brought up a Roman
Catholic. In his youthful years he appears o have been rather a
worldly man leading a life of gaity, adventurs and sophistication
while living at the same time in a religious world. Thus he
continued 1o be a man of double lifs for about forty years. But his
training as a Catholic in an age of religious polemic with the
scholastic element that was still the part of the university
education of his day induced him to end up his life as a man of the
church : In 1615, after years of persuasion and postponement, he
took holy orders at the age of forty-three, and rose rapidly to be
Dean of St, Paul's in 1621 and the most famous preacher of his
time. As a result of his concern for religious matiers, he wrote &
number of prose writings of controversy and meditation, Divine
Poems, Holy Sonnets, Sermons and otiicr religious writings along
with love poems, miscellaneous and occasional poems, Verse
letters, satire etc., all of these works corresponding roughly, but not
exactly, to the early, middle and late periods of his career. it should
be noted that in the late period following his ordination in 1615,
Donne abandoned secular prosc and poetry; he devoted himself
completely to religious literature producing most of his religious
writings including the famous Sermons in this period. It is observed
that in his works he tricd to combine two different worlds: the
physical and the aspiritual. Thus he enriched them with elements
from both worlds, and this is also true for his love poelry by which
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