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Introduction

heritage, communal self-understanding, and state administration mechanisms.2 These systems 

2 Regina F. Bendix, Aditya Eggert, and Arnika Peselmann, eds., , 
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-
-

3 -
tential of cultural artifacts as dynamic resources, subject to usage, management, distribution, and 

-
ism, socioeconomic advancements, and the utilization as a tool of governance.4 Additionally, this 
strategy had significant economic ramifications as culture can often be leveraged to stimulate 

5 

communal self-understanding and reinforcing communal boundaries.6

7

-

8

-
tural heritage regimes. To this end, this article is structured into three distinct yet interconnected 
sections.

-

communal consciousness. Proceeding to the subsequent section, the discussion extends to an in-

4 Bendix, Eggert, and Peselmann, 
, ed. Regina F. Bendix, 

-

-

-

 29, 
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The final section of this article shifts its focus to the media discourse surrounding the cultural 

state entities.9

10

Hittite civilization.11

-

-
tices have evolved over the course of a century.

Anatolia Reimagined: 
The Resurgence of Hittite Heritage in Modern Turkey

-

12

-
-

9 Bendix, Eggert, and Peselmann, 
10 Bendix, Eggert, and Peselmann, , 13.

12 Veysel Donbaz, 
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-
13 Furthermore, Bittel served as the 

14 
The dynamic of collaboration transcended beyond the tactile realm of excavation, inter-

-
-

15 Furthermore, a substantial cohort of Turkish 

16

-
17 Subsequent 

18 The historically monumental Treaty of Qadesh, colloquially referred to 

1259 BCE.19 -

of their religious observances.20

-
-

21 In 
22 

15 Donbaz, , 477.
 

18 Klengel, , 31.
19 Trevor Bryce, 

, 

-
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Hittite artifacts from various regions, the exigency for a museum structure characterized by sub-
23

-
ernment that assumed office on 9 May 1920.24

artifacts.25
26 The increasing influx of Hittite artifacts 

27 
The realization of this endeavor uniquely established Ankara as the sole custodian of the 

28 The archival record authored on 3 

29 Note-

30

regarding cultural heritage.31 -

29 BCA, 30.10.0.0/190.304.4

-
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32 -
33 According 

34 

symbol of this ancestral connection.35

-
tage and scholarly investigation.36

-
-

tive self-understanding.37

multifaceted nature of the shared legacy.38
-

claimed indigenous homeland.39

-

-
ing the Balkans and Near East.40

Hittite Sun-Disk: Embracing Hittite Symbols in Modern Turkey

-

-
41

utilized in this study.
33 TDA, 501/31800.125577.21
34 TDA, 501/31800.125577.21
35 TDA, 501/31800.125577.21
36 TDA, 501/31800.125577.21

, vol. 1, 2nd

, 31.



31

-

42

43 The sun-disk also served 

44 In 1978, the Hittite Sun-Disk 

45

Turkic lineage, and the Hatti civilization from ancient Anatolia.46
attribution of Turkic descent to the Hittites may have stemmed from the scant historical data 

47 According to 

Turks, Atatürk meant to illustrate that the Turkish society living in Anatolia today did not arrive 

-
48

More recent integrations of the Hittite sun-disk include its use as the logo for the Turkish 
-

49 Additional-

50

-

51 The 

, 31.
, 31.
, 31.
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-

-
nance tools. This examination hinges on state archives and media narratives, centering on the 

 

Hittite Heritage in the Republic of Turkey: 
A Narrative from the Turkish Archives

-

-

52 This 

53 

-

The second document examined offers an intriguing conversation from 1960, involving 

-
-

olises, including Berlin, Cologne, and Munich.54

52 BCA, 30.10.0.0/146.42.12
53 BCA, 30.10.0.0/146.42.12
54 BCA, 30.1.0.0/41.246.4



33

jurisdiction.55 -
56

-

-

distinctive art form conceived by a venerable civilization that germinated on Turkish soil.57 -

collection of 204 Hittite relics to Cologne, Munich, and Berlin for the aforementioned exhibition 
58

as an international excavation venture. Notably, a number of Hittite cuneiform tablets unearthed 

59

-
60 -

-

Media Discourse on Hittite Heritage: 
A Case Study of the Boğazköy Sphinx

61

-

-
62

55 BCA, 30.1.0.0/41.246.4
56 BCA, 30.1.0.0/41.246.4
57 BCA, 30.1.0.0/41.246.4
58 BCA, 30.18.1.2/157.25.19
59 BCA, 30.18.1.2/157.25.19
60 BCA, 30.18.1.2/157.25.19

th

-
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-
63 
-

64 Yayla Haber 
-

65 

-

-

66

-

67

-

68 -

-
nomic assets that can bolster the tourism sector.69

70 
-

-
ber/631125-sfenks-coruma-yakisacak. 

-
gazkoy-sfenksi-muze-dergisinde.

com.tr/bogazkoy-sfenksi-ile-kultur-ve-tarih-vurgusu. 

haber/677781-yorgun-herakles-huzura-kavustu-galeri.
.
.
.
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71

historical richness.72

73

from 2010.74 -
75 In an endeavor to stimulate the tourism 

76

Conclusion

-

-
-

bols and artifacts in various national and international contexts denotes a deliberate endeavor to 

-

.

-

.

.

tr/666-rallici-bogazkoy-sfenksini-selamlamak-icin-geliyor-19591787.
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-

-
-
-

-

-
-

further scholarly inquiry.
-
-

-
nomic realities.
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14 

-
-

15

-
16

-

-
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tedir.17

18

19 Bu durum, 
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-
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-
28 
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29 BCA, 30.10.0.0/190.304.4

-
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-
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33 TDA, 501/31800.125577.21
34 TDA, 501/31800.125577.21
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-

66

67 -
-

-
mektedir.68

69

70 -

71

-

-

72

-

com.tr/bogazkoy-sfenksi-ile-kultur-ve-tarih-vurgusu. 
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.
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