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Halliday'in Diisiinsel Ust-Islev Metafonksiyonunu Kullanarak iran,
Arap ve Misir'in Bin Bir Gece Masallarindaki Kadin Karakterleri
Uzerine Bir Karsilastirma

Oz

Bin Bir Gece Masallari, i¢inde gesitli kiiltiirlerin kaynagmasini barindirdigi
icin lizerinde aragtirma yapilmaya miisait hikayeler kaynagidir. Hikayelerin
olusumunda Iran, Misir ve Arap kiiltiiriiniin rolii ve hikayelerden kadin

karakterlerin nemine binaen bu on dort hikaye kitabi Hallidey’in diigtinsel iist-
islev kurami ve kadinlar ekseninde incelenecektir.

Bu arastirmada en aktif kadinlar Iran hikayelerinde, en pasif olanlar ise
Arap hikayelerindedir. Iran ve Misir hikayelerindeki benzerlik daha ziyade
Misirli kurnaz kadinlar ve Iran Prensi’nin kizlar1 arasinda ortaya ¢ikmaktadir.
Iranli ve Arap kizlann arasinda ise nadiren benzerlik gormekteyiz. Misir
hikayelerinde temelde aldatma ve hile yogun olarak goriiliir. Hatta hileci, fahise,
kotii yash kadin gibi lakaplarin kullanimi bunun ispati niteligindedir. Maisir,
Arap ve Iran hikayelerinin {iciinde de bu milletlerin kiiltiirleri agik¢a
goriilmektedir. Mesela Arap kadinlarin siir okumalari, fesahat ve belagatin bu
kiiltiirdeki onemini; bilgelerin Iranli kadinlar1 istemesi eski Iran’da bilginin
Oonemini gostermektedir. Arap ve Misir hikayelerinde kadinlarin sosyal
iletisimlerinin zayiflig1 bir nevi deger sayilmaktadir. Ask Iran hikayelerinde
yogundur ve bu durum Misir hikayelerinde yerini rekabetcilige birakir. Oyle ki
asik ayni zamanda baska kadinlarla da evlenebilir. Ask, Arap hikayelerinde ¢ok
az goriliir, bunun nedeni erkegin ask arzusu ve acilarindan ziyade kadinin obje
olarak daha edilgen (pasif) ve daha kolay ulasilabilir olmasindan kaynaklidir.

) Anahtar kelimeler: Binbir Gece, Kadin Karakteri, Halliday'in Diisiinsel
Ust-Islev metafonksiyonu, Karsilastirmali Calismalar

A comparative study of women's characters in Iranian, Arabic and
Egyptian stories of One Thousand and One Nights by using ideational
metafunction of Halliday

Abstract

One Thousand and One Nights is an encyclopedia of stories that, due to the
combination of different cultures in it, is a suitable field for comparative studies.
According to the role of three Iranian, Egyptian and Arab cultures in the
formation of stories and the importance of women's characters in them, 14
stories of the book are examined with the approach of the cognitive
metafunction of Halliday (ldeational Metafunction), focusing on women.

In this research, women are most active in Iranian stories and their most
passivity is in Arabic stories. The similarity between Iranian and Egyptian
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stories is more evident between the Ayyar (crafty) Egyptian women and the
Iranian prince daughters, besides that we see less similarity between Iranian and
Arab girls. In Egyptian stories, the principle of trickery and deception is
prominent; even the names and nicknames such as Mohtala (trickster),
Prostitute, foul beldam, etc, indicate this point; In all three types of Egyptian,
Arabic and lranian stories, their culture is crystallized; For example, Arab
women's poetry reading shows the importance of eloquence in this culture, or
sages courting Iranian girls shows the importance of wisdom in ancient Iran. In
Arabic and Egyptian stories, Poor social connection of women is a kind of
value. Love is bold in Iranian stories and gives way to competitiveness in
Egyptian stories; the lover may even marry other girls at the same time; Love is
completely absent in Arabic stories; because the women are more passive and
available than to become a man's romantic desire.

Keywords: One Thousand and One Nights, Women's Character, Halliday's
cognitive metafunction, Comparative Studies

Structured Abstract

One Thousand and One Nights is an encyclopedia of stories that, due to the
combination of different cultures in its stories, is a very suitable field for
comparative studies; Considering the role of three Iranian, Egyptian and Arab
cultures in the formation of stories and the importance of women's characters in
stories, the main question is whether the activism of some girls in ancient
Iranian stories can be attributed to Iranian women of One Thousand and One
Nights? Also, what do women have in common in Egyptian and Arabic stories?
And can their personality be considered representative of their culture?

The statistical population of this research is 14 stories from the total
Iranian, Arabic and Egyptian stories of this book. The method is also
descriptive-analytical and with the approach of the Ideational Metafunction of
Halliday. The founder of this method is Halliday. By using this method, the
social and mental aspects of the author can be analyzed in detail. In this method,
the production of meaning takes place through the "transitive" role in the clause,
and in relation to this transitive role, Halliday identified three types of main
processes with the names of material, mental and relational and three types of
secondary processes with the names of existential, verbal and behavioral, which
are related to actions, perception, characteristics, speaking, behavior and
linguistic actions. He then introduces another section called "naming" in which
he deals with the names in the text. Halliday believes that choosing a name
among other names reflects a special point of view that can have a negative or
positive charge.

In the research conducted, most active women are in Iranian stories and
most passive ones are in Arabic stories, and these frequencies can be seen in the
bar chart in the article. In this diagram, the most Material process and the least
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mental process (which show the level of activity and passivity respectively)
belong to Iranian stories. In Iranian and Egyptian stories, Ayyar (shifty) girls
and women take great actions and the reason is their social power and
independence; Of course, the activism of the Egyptian Ayyar women is for
scheming, but the works of Iranian women are for the purpose of saving and
reforming the society. The most obvious example of women's passivity is their
lack of independence in Arabic stories; Of course, in Egyptian stories too,
despite the woman's independence, a man eventually becomes the owner of her
authority and gets the most benefits; But in Iranian stories, it is finally the
woman who finds the superior power against the man and even if he is the king,
she defeats him. In the meantime, the similarity between Iranian and Egyptian
stories is more evident between the beautiful Egyptian women and the daughters
of Iranian kings. Also, the girls of Arabic stories have more in common with
the non-Ayyar women of Egyptian stories, and we see less similarity between
them and Iranian girls.

In Egyptian stories, the principle of trickery and deception is prominent;
even the names and nicknames such as Mohtala (trickster), Prostitute, foul
beldam, etc, show this point; but in none of the Iranian and Arabic stories,
women are not addressed with such bad words.

In all three types of Egyptian, Arabic and Iranian stories, their culture is
crystallized; For example, the importance of women reciting poetry in Arabic
stories is a sign of the importance of eloquence in this culture; Or the fact that,
along with nobles, the only suitors for girls in Iranian stories are sages, it shows
the importance of wisdom in ancient Iranian culture. In Arabic and Egyptian
stories, women's weak social connection is considered a kind of social value.

The last noteworthy point is that as much as men and women fall in love in
Iranian stories and fall ill because of it, this issue in the Egyptian stories is less
and instead of love between men and women, we see competition more; In these
stories, not only is there no trace of mourning and illness caused by separation,
but the lover may even think of other girls at the same time and marry them;
This topic disappears completely when it comes to Arabic stories; Because the
woman in these stories is more passive and more available than to become a
man's romantic desire or pain. Of course, according to the processes and
analyzes in all the stories. It can be said that the main theme of the book is not
love, but women's trickster and challenge/defiance in Iranian and Egyptian
stories and their efforts to fulfill men's desires in Arabic stories.
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