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Bu arastirma, nitel arastirma yontemlerinden dokiiman inceleme yontemi temelinde gerceklestirilmistir.
Arastirma kapsaminda, afetleri konu alan ¢ocuk kitaplarinin hangi afet tiirlerini islediklerini belirlemek
hedeflenmistir. Heniiz yasaminin ilk yillarinda afetlere dair bilgileri edinmis ¢ocuklar, yasamlarinin
ileriki yillarinda afetlerin dnlenmesi ve afetlere karsi tedbirlerin alinmasi konusunda daha duyarl
olabilmekte ve bu sayede toplumsal bilincin olusturulmasina yonelik tutumlara daha meyilli
olabilmektedirler. Bu agidan bakildiginda ¢ocugun tiim gelisimsel alanlarini g6z 6niinde bulundurarak
hazirlanmis edebi tiirlerin, afetlere dair bilgilerin 6gretilmesinde 6nemli bir yere sahip oldugu
diigiiniilmektedir. Ilgili literatiirde afetleri konu alan ¢alismalara bakildiginda, arastirmalarin ya bir
programi afetler agisindan inceledigi, ya da belirlenmis ders kitaplarini afet bilinci agisindan inceledigi
goriilmektedir. Yapilan literatiir taramalari siiresince bu arastirmadaki gibi ¢ocuklar i¢cin hazirlanmis
kitaplarin hangi afetleri ele aldigini inceledigini arastiran bir ¢alismaya rastlanamamistir. Halbuki
afetleri konu alan ¢ocuk kitaplarinin hangi afetler iizerine yogunlastigini bilmek, ¢ocuklara hangi afetler
hakkinda bilgi kazandirilmaya c¢alisildiginin goriilmesine, eger bu hususta bir eksiklik oldugu
diisiintlirse bunun giderilmesine yonelik calismalarin yapilmasina olanak verir. Bu amaglar
dogrultusunda afetler ile ilgili hazirlanmis ¢ocuk kitaplari ¢alismanin alt problemlerine gére analiz
edilmistir. Elde edilen verilerin gosterilmesinde frekans analizi kullanilmistir. Arastirmadan elde edilen
bulgulara gore, afetleri konu edinen ¢ocuk kitaplarinda ¢ocuklara; deprem, sel, firtina, yangin, yanardag
patlamasi, kuraklik ve tsunami afetleriyle ilgili bilgiler kazandirilmaya ¢alisildig1 bulgusuna erisilirken,
en yiiksek frekansta biling kazandirilmaya c¢alisilan afetlerin sirayla deprem (14), firtina (7), sel (5),
yangin (5), yanardag patlamasi (3), kuraklik (1) ve tsunami (1) oldugu goriilmiistiir. Bu aragtirmanin,
ilerde cocuklara yonelik hazirlanacak ¢ocuk kitaplarinda afet konusunun en etkili islenmesinde yol
gosterici olacagina inanilmaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Afet, afet egitimi, cocuk kitaplari, egitim materyali

Abstract

This research was conducted based on the document review method, which is one of the qualitative
research methods. The aim of the study was to determine which types of disasters are addressed in
illustrated children's books focusing on disasters. Children who acquire knowledge about disasters in
their early years can become more sensitive to the prevention and mitigation of disasters in their later
years. From this perspective, it is believed that literary genres prepared considering all developmental
areas of the child play an important role in teaching information about disasters. During the literature
review process, no study was found that specifically investigated the types of disasters covered in books
prepared for children, as in this research. In this regard, children's books related to disasters were
analyzed based on the sub-problems of the study. Frequency analysis was used to present the frequency
of observed data. According to the findings obtained from the research, it was found that children's
books addressing disasters aimed to provide information about earthquakes, floods, storms, fires,
volcanic eruptions, droughts, and tsunamis. The most commonly addressed disasters in terms of raising
awareness were earthquakes (14), storms (7), floods (5), fires (5), volcanic eruptions (3), droughts (1),
and tsunamis (1). It is believed that this research will serve as a guiding tool for addressing the topic of
disasters in children's books to be prepared in the future.
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GIRIS

Insanlik diinya seriiveninin basindan bu yana gesitli problemlerle basetmeye ¢alismaya devam
etmektedir. Savaslar, depremler, sel, firtina, kuraklik, ac¢lik, hastalik gibi sikintilar diinya var
oldukga gerceklesmeye devam edecektir. Son yillarda afet olaylarinin giderek arttig1 ve yiiksek
sayida insanin bu afetlerden olumsuz sekilde etkilendigi belirtiimektedir. Deginilen bu olaylar
gibi felaketlerin 6n goriilmeden meydana gelmesi ve yiiksek sayida insanin hayatin
etkileyerek toplumlar1 travmatize etmesi afet olarak nitelendirilmektedir (Aker & Karakaya,
2017). Diinya saglik orgiitii; aniden beklenmedik bir sekilde olaganiistii siddette gelisen ve
disardan yardim gerektiren ekolojik olaylari afet olarak tanimlamaktadir. Diinya tam da Diinya
Saglik Orgiitiiniin afet tanimina uyan Covid 19 pandemisi ad1 verilen bir afeti atlatmis ve hayat
tim diinyada normal seyrine donmeye calisirken: bu kez insanlik 6 Subat 2023 tarihinde
Tiirkiye Kahramanmaras ili merkezli deprem felaketiyle bir kez daha ¢ok siddetli bir afetle yiiz
yluze Kkalakalmistir. Cesitli iilkeler yardim teklifinde bulunmus binlerce insan deprem
felaketinin yaralarini sarmak icin seferber olmustur. Fakat karsilasilan afetin siddeti o kadar
biiyiiktiir ki, olusan yaralari sarmak muhtemeldir ki ¢ok kolay olmayacak ve ¢ok zaman
alacaktir. Zira afetin beklenmedik bir sekilde meydana gelmesi ve sebep oldugu can ve mal
kaybinin ¢ok biiylik olmasi afetlerin olusturdugu olumsuz durumlarin onarilmasin
zorlastirmaktadir. Bireyler ve toplumlar travmatize olmakta ve psikolojileri afet nedeniyle
olumsuz sekilde etkilenmektedir. Afet sonrasi bireylerde; sosyal aglarda bozulma, aile
yapisinda kopmalar, depresyon, anksiyete, yeme ve uyku problemleri, gidaya ve suya
erisememe gibi sikintilar bas gosterebilmektedir (IASC, 2007). Bahsi gecen tiim bu olumsuz
durumlardan etkilenme tehlikesi en ytliksek olan grup c¢ocuklardir (Efthymis vd., 2014).
Cocuklar yas ve gelisimsel durumlarindan dolay1 kritik donemdedirler. Dahas1 ¢ocuklar
zihinsel, anatomik ve psikosoyal gelisimleri agisindan biiyiik risk altindadirlar. Diinya
genelinde afetten olumsuz sekilde etkilenen %60 ile %70 arasindaki afetzedelerin ¢ocuklar
oldugu bildirilmektedir (Hamele, Gist & Kisson, 2019). Bu durum c¢ocuklar: agresif, saldirgan,
ice kapanmaya meyilli ve depresif bir ruh haline siriiklemektedir. Cocuklar okul
basarisizliklary, post travmatik stres bozukluklari, korkular, uyum problemleri, davranis
problemleri, somatik sikayetler, 6grenme bozukluklar1 gibi problemlerle karsi karsiya
kalmaktadirlar. Afet stirecinde yasamis olduklari yasamsal tehdide bagl korku ve kaygi
hislerinden otiirii ¢ocuklarin sinir sistemleri bu durumdan olumsuz etkilenmektedir. Bu
nedenledir ki; cocuklarin bu dénemi olabildigince en hafif hasarla atlatabilmeleri icin ek
yardimlara ihtiyaclari bulunmaktadir. (Ozgiir, 2014; Lok vd., 2016; Perry & Szalavitz, 2018).
Afet sonrasi sunulan bu tarz psikososyal destekler cocuklarin gelecege dair umut ve
motivasyonlarin1 giiclendirmekte ve c¢ocuklarin tekrardan gelecege yonelik hayaller
kurmalarina vesile olmaktadir (Eroglu & Demiréz, 2020).

Psikososyal destek hizmetlerinde egitim programlarinin ve buna bagh olarak kitaplarin yeri
cok onemlidir. Afetle basa ¢ikmak icin gelistirilen egitim materyalleri ve yontemlerinde; afete
kars1 giiven kiiltliriiniin desteklemesi beklenmektedir. Geng¢ ¢cocuklarin felaketlerle yiizlesmeye
hazirlanmasi, gelecek neslin hayatta kalmasi icin ¢ok énemlidir. Cocuklarin ihtiyacglar ve ilgi
alanlarini iceren sosyokiiltiirel etkiler dikkatlice incelenmelidir (Inan, 2021). Bu ¢alismalarda
erken c¢ocukluk donemine o6ncelik verilmesi O6nem arz eden bir gereklilik oldugu
belirtilmektedir. Erken cocukluk déneminde afetlerle basa cikmak, felaket tiirlerini net bir
sekilde taniyabilmelerini, afetin etkilerini azaltma 6nlemlerini ve bir afetten kendilerini nasil
kurtaracaklarini bilmeyi ve de bir felaketten sonra iyilesmeyi 6grenmelerine yardimci olan
0grenme materyallerinin varligini gerektirir.

Cocuklara yonelik yasamis olduklar: afetleri konu alan kitaplar biitiin bu amaglar icin yaygin
olarak kullanilan egitim araclaridir. Cocuklarin afetin ne oldugunu anlamalari ve afetle nasil
basa cikabileceklerini kavramalar igin kitaplara ihtiyaci vardir. Ozellikle afetlere yénelik
hazirlanmis resimli kitaplar sayesinde cocuklar bilgileri hafizalarinda daha uzun siire
tutabilmektedirler (Solfiah vd., 2020). Cocuk edebiyati ve ¢ocuk kitaplar1 ¢ocuklar1 hayata
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hazirlar ve c¢ocuklarin zihinsel gelisimlerini ve hayal diinyalarim1 destekler (Dilizdlzgiin,
Karag6z & Geng, 2016; Sever, 2022). Cocuklar bos zamanlarinda ya da giin icinde kitaplar
okuyarak afet yonetimi hakkinda birgok bilgiye erisebilmektedir (Kitagawa, 2016). Meng &
Mufioz (2016)'1n da belirttigi gibi resimli cocuk kitaplari felaketlere karsi hazirlikli olmasini ve
gelecekte karsilasabilecekleri muhtemel afetlerde kendilerini koruyabilmeleri i¢cin dngoriili
olmalarim1 saglayabilmektedir. Kitaplar insanlarin kendilerini gelistirmelerine ve hayati
anlamlandirmalarina firsat verir (Kavcar, 1999). Kitaplar bireylere bir olay1 tecriibe etmeden
anlama firsat1 verir (Gonen & Aydos, 2013). Resimli ¢ocuk kitaplari da ¢ocuklar: eglendirirken
onlarin farkindalik ve hassasiyetlerinin gelisimini desteklemektedir (Tome- Fernadez, Seniz-
Fernandez & Ruiz-Martin, 2019).

Neredeyse her giin diinyanin farkl bir kdsesinden gelen bir afet haberiyle karsi karsiya kalinan
glinimiiz diinyasinda, c¢ocuklarda afet bilinci olusturmanin ¢ok ©6nemli olduguna
inanilmaktadir. Afeti yasamadan ne oldugunun bilinmesi ve 06nlemek amaciyla neler
yapilabileceginin bilgisi ve afet sonrasinda neler yapilmasi gerektiginin bilgisi, diinyanin ve
insanligin gelecegi adina ¢ok 6nem arz etmektedir. Bu bilgiler cocugun yasina ve gelisimine
uygun olarak verilmelidir. Bu baglamda resimli ¢ocuk kitaplarinin okul éncesi donemde afet
bilinci kazandirmak icin kullanilacak en etkili ve en ulasilabilir araglardan biri olduguna
inanilmaktadir.

Arastirmanin Amaci

Bu calismada okul oncesi donem icin hazirlanmis resimli cocuk Kkitaplarinin afet kavrami
cercevesinde incelenmesi amacglanmistir. Bu genel amac¢ dogrultusunda arastirmanin soru
climleleri su sekilde belirlenmistir:

1- Okul oncesi donem i¢in hazirlanmis resimli ¢ocuk kitaplarinda hangi afet tiirleri
islenmektedir?

2- Resimli cocuk Kkitaplarinda islenen afet tiirlerinin islenme orani nedir?

llgili alanyazin incelendiginde bu aragtirmanin konusuna benzer bir ¢alismaya
rastlanamamistir. Yapilan ¢alismalarin daha ¢ok ilkogretim seviyesinde bir ders programini
veya ders kitaplarini incelemeye doniik oldugu goriilmistiir. Halihazirdaki arastirma ¢ocuklara
yonelik hazirlanmis afet konusunu ele alan resimli ¢ocuk kitaplarini inceleme amaciyla
gerceklestirilmistir. Bu sayede cocuklarda afet bilinci kazandirilirken hangi afet tiirlerinin
islendigi ve ne oranda ele alindiginin goriilmesi hedeflenmektedir. Arastirmanin ilgili
literatiirde 6nemli bir boslugu dolduracagina ve sonraki ilgili arastirmalara 1s1k tutacagina
inanilmaktadir.

YONTEM

Bu arastirma dokiiman inceleme yontemiyle gerceklestirilmistir. Elde edilen dokiimanlarin
incelenmesiyle arastirmanin verileri elde edilmektedir. Dokiiman inceleme yéntemi siklikla
tercih edilen nitel arastirma yontemlerinden biridir (Yildirim & Simsek, 2013). Verilerin
toplanmasi igin dokiiman incelemesi ismi verilen bir siire¢ uygulanir. Bu stirecte elde edilen
dokiimanlar belli bir ama¢ dogrultusunda, taranir, incelenir, okunur ve not alinir (Karasar,
2012). Bu c¢alismada, arastirmanin hedefine uygun olmasi sebebiyle dokiiman inceleme
yontemi tercih edilmistir

Orneklem

Arastirmada calisma grubu olarak erken cocukluk dénemindeki cocuklar icin hazirlanmis
resimli hikaye kitaplar1 belirlenmistir. Bu kitaplar amach 6rnekleme yontemlerinden olgiit
ornekleme yontemi kullanilarak belirlenmistir. Kitaplarin belirlenmesinde kullanilan ol¢iitler
su sekildedir:

1- Afet konusunu isleyen bir kitap olmasi

2- Erken ¢ocukluk déonemine hitap etmesi
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3- Resimli ¢cocuk kitabi olmasi

Belirlenen bu olciitler temelinde halk Kkiitiiphaneleri ve anaokullarinin Kiitliphaneleri
arastirilmis ve web kaynaklarindan bu Kriterleri karsilayan kitaplara erisilmeye calisilmistir.
Arastirmalar neticesinde afet konusunu isleyen 50 adet resimli kitaba erisilmistir. Erisilen
kitaplardan 10 tanesi ayni kitaplar listede bulundugu icin, 8 tanesi yas grubu kriterini
karsilamadig icin ve 6 tanesi konu 6zelliklerini tam saglayamadigi icin listeden ¢ikarilmistir.
Toplamda 26 afet konulu resimli hikaye kitabi calismaya dahil edilmistir.

Veri Toplama Araclari

Afet konusunu ele alan resimli ¢ocuk kitaplari, Kahramanmaras ili icerisinde faaliyet gosteren
halk kiitiiphanelerinde ve anaokullarinin Kkiitliphanelerinde ve de Web kaynaklarinda
taranarak ilgili kitaplar incelenmis ve arastirmanin veri kaynagi elde edilmistir. Elde edilen bu
kaynaklarin hangi afeti konu aldig1 incelenmistir. Ayrica, hangi afet konusunun en ¢ok konu
edildigi hususu kitaplar temelinde incelenmistir. Bu afetlerin incelenmesi icin arastirmaci
tarafindan gelistirilen bir arastirma formu kullanilmistir. Formda yer alan kategori ve alt
kategoriler literatiire dayali olarak olusturulmustur. Olusturulan form alaninda uzman bir
meslektasin goriisiine sunulmustur. Alan uzmani Tirkiye’de farkll bir iiniversitede gorev
yapmaktadir. Alan uzmanindan alinan 6neriler dogrultusunda form diizenlenerek uygulamaya
hazir hale getirilmistir. Arastirmaci, nitel calismalarda kullanilan giivenilirlik yontemlerinden
zengin agiklama ve veri ¢esitlendirme ydntemlerini uygulayarak arastirmanin giivenilirligini
saglamaya calismistir (Creswell & Miller, 2000). Arastirmaci bu form temelinde kitaplardan
arastirmanin amaci dogrultusunda bilgileri edinmistir.

Verilerin Analizi

Arastirma siirecinde arastirmanin giivenirligini elde etmek amaciyla, elde edilen veri
kaynaklar1 baska bir arastirmaci tarafindan incelenmistir ve analiz edilmistir. Arastirmanin
glivenirlik hesaplamasinda Miles & Huberman’in (1994) formili kullanilmistir. Miles ve
Huberman'in (1994) formiilii olan arastirmacit ve uzman arasinda goris birligi/ ayrilig1
arasindaki tutarliliga dayanan; Giivenirlik = Goris Birligi / Gorius Birligi + Gorlis Ayrilig
formili kullanilarak arastirmanin giivenilirligi hesaplanmis ve oran .75 bulunmustur. Bu
oranin % 70 veya %70’in lizerinde olmas1 ¢alismanin giivenilir olduguna isaret etmektedir
(Miles ve Huberman, 1994). Arastirmanin giivenirligini elde etmek i¢in kullanilan
yontemlerden biri de Lecompte & Goetz (1982)'in oOnerdigi sekilde verilerin analizini
belirlenmis bir kavramsal ¢cergeve dahilinde gergeklestirmektir (Akt: Yildirim & Simsek, 2011).
Bu calismada afet olarak kabul edilen tiim felaketler arastirmaya dahil edilmistir. Veriler
arastirmaci tarafindan gelistirilen bir afet veri toplama formu ile toplanmistir. Veriler hem
arastirmaci hem de baska bir arastirmaci tarafindan kontrol ve analiz edilmistir. Bu sekilde
arastirmanin giivenirligi elde edilmeye calisiimistir. Elde edilen verilerin gézlenme durumu ve
sikligini belirtmek amaciyla frekans analizi kullanilmistir. Elde edilen degerler, gore biiylikten
kiiciige dogru siralanip, tablo haline getirilerek ve resimli ¢cocuk kitaplarinin afet bulundurma
durumu gosterilmistir.
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BULGULAR

Bu b6liimde arastirmanin veri kaynaklarindan elde edilen bilgiler, arastirmanin alt amaclarina
gore sunulmaktadir.

Tablo 1. Resimli Cocuk Kitaplarinda Islenen Afetler

Kitabin Ismi Kitapta gecen afet tiiri

Oyuncak Moli Sallaniyor Deprem MEB, 2021

Gezegenimiz Diinya Deprem, Yanardaglar Tubitak 2021

Cok Kapan Tutun Deprem MEB 2019

Benim Adim Deprem Deprem Elma Yayinevi 2023

Bavulumdaki Kirik Fincan Sel Pearson 2022

Kiiciik Kedi Mimi Deprem Anneninokulu sitesi
2023

Kral Sakir afetten Korkma Deprem, Yangin, Hortum, Sel Vizyon Basimevi

Esrarli Ada Firtina, Yanardag Izkgxlrgryum yaymevi,

Ela’nin Neseli Glinliigii Sel, Heyelan Mavi Kirpi, 2020

Sallanan Karinca Yuvasi Deprem MEB, 2021

Bulutun Fidanlar Yangin MEB, 2021

Sakaa Tilki Yangin Strateji Matbaa, 2020

Depremden Korkmuyorum Deprem Alfa Basim Yayin, 2005

Bay Korku ve Bayan Uziintii Firtina 2023

Sicak Giines Akilli Col Kuraklik Camlica Cocuk, 2016

Ne oluyor Tavsancik Deprem

Cihan Depremi Ogreniyor Deprem Yeni Devir Matbaacilik,

2019

Hortum, Kasirga, Deprem, Tsunami,

Yanardag, Yangin Tubitak, 2019

Ne yapsak da Dogal Afetlerle Basetsek

Durmayan Yagmur Sel, Heyelan Mustu Yayinlari, 2010
Bademin Yolculugu Firtina Kiiltiir Yayinlari, 2020
Yash diinyamiz ve Depremler Deprem Timas Yayinlari, 2020
Yeni Birinin Balonu Deprem

Firtinalar Firtina Beta Basim Yayin, 2021
Gokytizii Firtina, Yangin, Kasirga Cicek Kitaplar

Neseli Dere Sel MEB, 2021

Deprem Dersi Deprem Kolektif, 2010

Tablo 1’de incelen afet konusunu ele alan resimli cocuk kitaplarinin isimleri, kitapta gecen
afetin tiiri, kitaplarin yayinlandigi kitap evlerinin isimleri ve kitaplarin yayinlanma tarihine ait
bilgiler sunulmaktadir. Tabloda afet konusunu ele alan 26 adet ¢ocuk kitab1 oldugu
gorilmektedir. Bu kitaplarin afet konusu olarak; deprem, yanardag, sel, yangin, hortum,
firtina, heyelan kuraklik, kasirga ve tsunami konularini isledigi goriilmektedir. Kitaplardan en
eski yayinlanan kitabin 2005 yilinda Alfa basin yayin tarafindan yayinlanan deprem konulu
‘Depremden Korkmuyorum’ isimli kitap oldugu goriilmektedir. Kitaplardan en son yayinlanan
kitaplarin 2023 yilinda yayinlanan deprem konulu ‘Kii¢lik Kedi Mimi’ ve ‘Benim Adim Deprem’
isimli kitaplar oldugu goériilmektedir.

Tablo 2. Resimli Cocuk Kitaplarinda islenen Afetlerin Gézlenme Sikligi

Afet Frekans

Deprem 14

Firtina (Hortum, Kasirga)

Sel

Yangin

Yanardag Patlamasi

Kurakhik

R W o |

Tsunami
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Tablo 2’de resimli ¢ocuk kitaplarinda islenen afet konularinin islenme sikiligina dair elde
edilen bulgular sunulmaktadir. Elde edilen verilere gore resimli cocuk kitaplarinda en ¢ok
islenen afet konusunun deprem (14) oldugu goriilmektedir. Bunu firtina (7), sel (5), yangin (5),
yanardag patlamasi (3), kuraklik (1) ve tsunami (1) afetlerinin izledigi goriilmektedir.

SONUCLAR ve TARTISMA

Yapilan ¢alismalar, 15 yasin altinda 1 milyar civarinda ¢cocugun depremlerden, 175 milyondan
fazla sayida cocugun ise iklim degisikligi nedeniyle meydana gelen krizlerden etkilendigi
belirtilmektedir. Cocuklar fiziksel, duygusal ve zihinsel olarak heniiz gelisim dénemlerinin
ozelliginden dolayy, afetlere ve acil durumlara kars yetiskinler tarafindan korunmaya muhtag
durumdadirlar (Masuda & Yamauchi, 2017; Bosschaart, van der Schee, Kuiper, &
Schoonenboom, 2016; Tuladhar, Yatabe, Bhandary, & Dahal, 2015).

Egitim, toplumun geleceginin sekillendirilmesinde 6nemli bir rol oynayan yap:1 taslarindan
biridir. Egitim ve 6gretim bir siire¢ isidir ve gerceklesmesi icin programlarla yiiritiiliir. Bu
programlar dikkate alinarak 6gretim materyalleri hazirlanir (Onal & Senyurt Topgu, 2013).
Kitaplar en ¢ok kullanilan egitim 6gretim materyallerinden biridir. Okuyanlar1 eglendirirken
egitebilir ve okuyucularina ve dinleyicilerine bir olayr yasamadan deneyimleme ve hayal
edebilme imkani verir (Sever, 2022; Dilidiizgiin, Karagoéz & Geng, 2016). Cocuklar kendileri icin
hazirlanmis kitaplar1 okuyarak afetler hakkinda bir ¢ok bilgiye erisebilirler (Kitawa,2016).
Resimli ¢ocuk kitaplar1 gelecekte olmasi muhtemel afetlere karsi ¢ocuklar hazirlayabilir ve
onlara afetler hakkinda 6ngori kazandirabilir (Meng & Munoz, 2016). Cocuklar afetlere karsi
yetiskinlere kiyasla daha savunmasiz durumdadirlar. Bu sebepten ¢ocuklar1 erken yaslardan
itibaren afetler konusunda egitmek ve onlara dogru davranislar kazandirmak dnemlidir (Peek,
2008). Afetler konusunda bilingli c¢ocuklar yetistirmenin en etkili yontemlerinden biri etkin
egitim materyalleri kullanmaktir. Bu egitim materyallerinden en cok tercih edilenlerden biri
kitaplardir. Gliniimiizde insanlarin neredeyse tamamin yapay ya da dogal bir afet tehdidi
altinda bulundugu g6z o6nlinde bulundurulursa (UNISDR, 2015); ¢ocuklar1 afet konusunda
bilin¢glendirmek, insanligin gelecegi adina elzemdir. Bu calisma, ¢ocuklara yonelik hazirlanmig
resimli ¢ocuk kitaplarinda en cok hangi afetlerin islendigi ve bu afetlerin islenme sikligini
arastirmak amaciyla gerceklestirilmistir. Cocuk kitaplarinda en ¢ok hangi degerin islendigini
bilmek, gelecegin yetiskinleri olan ¢ocuklarin hangi afetler hakkinda bilgilendigini ve 6ngorii
kazandigimin anlasilmasina yardimci olabilir. Ote yandan hangi yénlerden eksiklik oldugunun
da gorilmesine yardimci olabilir. Bu amagla yapilan bu arastirmada 50 adet resimli ¢ocuk
kitab1 incelenmis, iclerinden 26 adedi ¢alismaya dahil edilmistir. Bu kitaplardan elde edilen
bulgulara gore, bu kitaplarda afet konusu olarak; deprem, yanardag, sel, yangin, hortum,
firtina, heyelan kuraklik, kasirga ve tsunami konularinin islendigi gérilmektedir. Kitaplardan
en eski yayinlanan kitabin 2005 yilinda Alfa basin yayin tarafindan yayinlanan deprem konulu
‘Depremden Korkmuyorum’ isimli kitap oldugu goriilmektedir. Kitaplardan en son yayinlanan
kitaplarin 2023 yilinda yayinlanan deprem konulu ‘kiiciik Kedi Mimi’ ve ‘Benim Adim Deprem’
isimli kitaplar oldugu goriilmektedir. resimli ¢ocuk kitaplarinda islenen afet konularinin
islenme sikiligina dair elde edilen bulgular sunulmaktadir. Ayrica, elde edilen verilere gore
resimli ¢cocuk kitaplarinda en ¢ok islenen afet konusunun deprem (14) oldugu goriilmektedir.
Bunu Firtina (7), sel (5), yangin (5), yanardag patlamasi (3), kuraklik (1) ve tsunami (1)
afetlerinin izledigi goriilmektedir.

Alanyazindaki ¢alismalar incelendiginde, Ko¢ ve arkadaslarinin 2020 yilinda gerceklestirdigi
calismada afet konusunu ele alan arastirmalarin igerik analizini yapmis ve sonug olarak en ¢ok
deginilen afet tiirtiniin deprem oldugunu, depremi sel ve heyelan afetlerinin takip ettigini
belirtmistir. Degirmencay ve Cin (2016), Karakus (2019), Dogan ve Koc¢ (2017) ve Sozen
(2019)'un yapmis olduklar1 ¢alismalarin da deprem odakli oldugu goriilmiistiir. Bu alanda
yapilan calismalarin deprem oncelikli olmasinin temelinde, Tiirkiye'nin aktif fay hatlarina
sahip bir deprem tlkesi olmasi sebep gosterilebilir. Bu afetleri firtina, sel ve yanginlar
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izlemektedir. Deprem orneginde oldugu gibi Tiirkiye'nin sel ve yanginlara siklikla maruz
kalmasi bu afet tiirlerinin kitaplarda islenme sikligini etkiledigi diisiiniilmektedir.

Arastirmadan elde edilen bulgularda kuraklik ve tsunami afetlerinin ayni derecede, resimli
¢ocuk kitaplarinda en az islenen afet oldugu goriilmektedir. Tsunami afetinin Tiirkiye'de ¢cok az
islenmesi normal olarak kabul edilebilir zira tsunami afetinin okyanuslarda gerceklestigi
diistiniiliirse, Tiirkiye bu afetin gériilebilme ihtimalinin olmadig1 bir iilkedir. Ote yandan
kuraklik konusunun resimli ¢ocuk kitaplarinda en az islenen afet olmasi diisiindiiriicii bir
durumdur. Diinya genelinde kendinden siklikla bahsettiren iklim degisikligi ve buna bagh
olarak gelisen kuraklik sorununun resimli ¢ocuk kitaplarinda en az islenen konulardan biri
olmamas1 gerekmektedir. Cocuklar erken yaslardan itibaren kuraklik konusunda
bilinglendirilmeli ve buna karsi aksiyon almalar1 saglanmalidir. Bunun en etkin yollarindan biri
cocuk kitaplarinda bu afete daha cok yer vermektir. Ilgili calismalara bakildiginda, Ahm vd.
(2008), Dikmenli & Gafa (2017) ve Akengin & Siier (2011)’in yapmis oldugu calismalarinda,
halihazirdaki arastirmanin bulgularini destekler nitelikte oldugu goriilmektedir.

Bu ¢alismadan elde edilen sonuglar dogrultusunda su 6nerilerde bulunulabilir:

-Erken cocukluk donemi icin hazirlanmis resimli cocuk kitaplarinda islenen afetler daha
orantili bir dagihim gostermelidir. Bu kitaplarda daha cesitli afetlere deginilmeli ¢ocuklara
afetler konusunda bilgi ve 6ngorii kazandirilmalidir.

-Resimli ¢ocuk kitaplarinda afet dncesi ve afet sonrasinda yapilmasi gerekenlere yonelik
bilgiler eklenebilir.

-Kurum ve kuruluslar erken cocukluk déonemine yonelik afet bilincini gelistirmek adina bu
alandaki calismalari destekleyebilir.

-Afetleri konu alan resimli ¢ocuk kitaplarinin ¢ocuklar tarafindan daha erisilebilir olmasi adina
anaokullarina ve kiitiiphanelerde daha ¢ok bulundurulmasi desteklenebilir.

-Bu calisma Kahramanmaras ili merkezindeki anaokullar1 ve Kkiitiiphaneler ve de web
kaynaklar1 taranarak gerceklestirilmistir. Calisma daha genis c¢aph arastirmalarca
desteklenebilir.
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Abstract

This research was conducted based on the document review method, which is one of the qualitative
research methods. The aim of the study was to determine which types of disasters are addressed in
illustrated children's books focusing on disasters. Children who acquire knowledge about disasters in their
early years can become more sensitive to the prevention and mitigation of disasters in their later years.
From this perspective, it is believed that literary genres prepared considering all developmental areas of
the child play an important role in teaching information about disasters. During the literature review
process, no study was found that specifically investigated the types of disasters covered in books prepared
for children, as in this research. In this regard, children's books related to disasters were analyzed based on
the sub-problems of the study. Frequency analysis was used to present the frequency of observed data.
According to the findings obtained from the research, it was found that children's books addressing
disasters aimed to provide information about earthquakes, floods, storms, fires, volcanic eruptions,
droughts, and tsunamis. The most commonly addressed disasters in terms of raising awareness were
earthquakes (14), storms (7), floods (5), fires (5), volcanic eruptions (3), droughts (1), and tsunamis (1). It
is believed that this research will serve as a guiding tool for addressing the topic of disasters in children's
books to be prepared in the future.

Keywords: Disaster, disaster education, children illustrated books, instructional material

INTRODUCTION

Mankind has been trying to cope with various problems throughout the journey of world history.
Wars, earthquakes, floods, storms, droughts, hunger, and diseases are some of the hardships that
will continue to occur as long as the world exists. In recent years, it is stated that natural disasters
have been increasing, and a significant number of people have been adversely affected by these
events. Disasters, such as the ones mentioned, that occur unpredictably and affect a large number
of people, traumatizing societies, are referred to as disasters (Aker & Karakaya, 2017). The World
Health Organization defines ecological events that occur suddenly and unexpectedly with
extraordinary intensity, requiring external assistance, as disasters. The world has just
experienced a disaster named the Covid-19 pandemic, which perfectly fits the World Health
Organization's definition of a disaster, and now, as life tries to return to normalcy worldwide,
humanity has faced another highly severe disaster on February 6, 2023: the earthquake
catastrophe centered in Kahramanmaras province, Turkey. Various countries have offered
assistance, and thousands of people have mobilized to heal the wounds caused by the earthquake
disaster. However, the magnitude of the encountered disaster is so immense that it is likely to be
neither easy nor quick to mend the wounds it has caused. The unexpected occurrence of the
disaster and the significant loss of life and property it has caused make it challenging to recover
from the adverse conditions created by disasters. Individuals and communities are traumatized,
and their psychology is negatively affected by the disaster. After the disaster, individuals may
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experience disruptions in their social networks, family breakdowns, depression, anxiety, eating
and sleeping problems, and difficulties in accessing food and water (IASC, 2007). Children are the
most vulnerable group at risk of being affected by all the mentioned adverse conditions (Efthymis
et al,, 2014). Due to their age and developmental stage, children are in a critical period of their
lives. Furthermore, they are at significant risk in terms of their mental, anatomical, and
psychosocial development. It has been reported that between 60% to 70% of disaster victims
worldwide are children (Hamele, Gist & Kisson, 2019). This situation leads children to become
aggressive, withdrawn, and prone to depression. Children face various problems during and after
disasters, such as academic failures, post-traumatic stress disorders, fears, adaptation difficulties,
behavioral issues, somatic complaints, and learning disabilities.The fear and anxiety resulting
from the life-threatening experiences during the disaster process negatively impact children's
nervous systems. For this reason, children need additional support to overcome this period with
minimal damage. (Ozgiir, 2014; Lok et al., 2016; Perry & Szalavitz, 2018). The psychosocial
support provided after the disaster helps strengthen children's hope and motivation for the
future, allowing them to dream again about their future (Eroglu & Demiréz, 2020).

The place of educational programs and related books is crucial in psychosocial support services.
Educational materials and methods developed to cope with disasters are expected to promote a
culture of resilience against disasters. Preparing young children to face disasters is of utmost
importance for the survival of future generations. The sociocultural influences that encompass
children's needs and interests should be carefully examined (inan, 2021). Prioritizing the early
childhood period in these efforts is considered essential. Coping with disasters during early
childhood requires the presence of learning materials that help them recognize types of disasters
clearly, understand measures to reduce the impact of disasters, know how to save themselves
during a disaster, and learn the process of recovery after a catastrophe.

Books that focus on the disasters experienced by children are widely used educational tools for
all these purposes. Children need books to understand what a disaster is and how they can cope
with it. Especially through illustrated books prepared for disasters, children can retain
information in their memories for longer periods (Solfiah et al., 2020). Children's literature and
children's books prepare children for life and support their mental development and imagination
(Dilizdlzgiin, Karagéz & Geng, 2016; Sever, 2022). During their leisure time or throughout the
day, children can access a lot of information about disaster management by reading books
(Kitagawa, 2016). As mentioned by Meng & Mufioz (2016), illustrated children's books can help
children be prepared for disasters and be proactive in protecting themselves in potential future
calamities. Books offer individuals an opportunity to develop themselves and make sense of life
(Kavcar, 1999). Books provide a chance for individuals to understand an event without
experiencing it firsthand (Gonen & Aydos, 2013). Illustrated children's books entertain children
while also supporting the development of their awareness and sensitivity (Tome-Fernadez, Seniz-
Fernandez & Ruiz-Martin, 2019).

In today's world, where we are faced with news of disasters from different corners of the world
almost every day, it is believed that creating disaster awareness in children is of utmost
importance. Understanding what a disaster is and knowing what can be done to prevent it, as well
as having knowledge about what to do after a disaster, holds significant importance for the future
of the world and humanity. This information should be provided to children in a way that is
suitable for their age and development. In this context, illustrated children's books are believed
to be one of the most effective and accessible tools to instill disaster awareness during the pre-
school period.
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Purpose of the Research

The purpose of this study is to examine illustrated children's books prepared for the preschool
period within the framework of the disaster concept. In line with this general objective, the
research questions of the study have been formulated as follows:

1- What types of disasters are addressed in illustrated children's books prepared for the
preschool period?

2- What s the frequency of occurrence of different types of disasters in illustrated children's
books?

Upon reviewing the relevant literature, it was found that there is no similar study on the subject
of this research. Existing studies mainly focused on examining curriculum or textbooks at the
elementary education level. The current research is conducted with the aim of examining
illustrated children's books addressing the topic of disasters for children. The goal is to
understand which types of disasters are covered and to what extent while instilling disaster
awareness in children. It is believed that this research will fill an important gap in the relevant
literature and shed light on future related studies.

METHOD

This research was conducted using the document analysis method. The data for the study were
obtained through the examination of documents. Document analysis is a frequently preferred
qualitative research method (Yildirim & Simsek, 2013). In this method, a process called document
analysis is used to collect data. During this process, the obtained documents are scanned,
examined, read, and noted for a specific purpose (Karasar, 2012). In this study, the document
analysis method was chosen as it aligns with the research objective.

Sample

In the research, a sample of illustrated storybooks prepared for early childhood children was
determined as the study group. These books were selected using purposive sampling method,
specifically criterion sampling. The criteria used for selecting the books are as follows:

1. The book should address the topic of disasters.
2. The book should be targeted at the early childhood period.
3. The book should be an illustrated children's book.

Based on these criteria, public libraries and kindergarten libraries were investigated, and web
sources were searched to access books that meet these criteria. As a result of the research, 50
illustrated books addressing the topic of disasters were found. However, 10 of these books were
duplicates, 8 did not match the age group criteria, and 6 did not fully meet the subject
characteristics, so they were excluded from the list. In total, 26 illustrated storybooks on the topic
of disasters were included in the study.

Data Collection Tools

The illustrated children's books addressing the topic of disasters were examined by searching in
public libraries and kindergarten libraries within Kahramanmaras province, as well as web
sources, to obtain data for the research. The obtained sources were analyzed to determine which
types of disasters were covered in these books. Additionally, the frequency of each disaster topic
was studied based on the books. For the analysis of these books, a research form developed by the
researcher was used. The categories and subcategories in the form were established based on the
literature and were presented to an expert colleague for review. The expert in the field is affiliated
with a different university in Turkey. Following the expert's recommendations, the form was
revised and made ready for application. The researcher employed various reliability methods
commonly used in qualitative studies, such as rich description and data triangulation, to ensure
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the credibility of the research (Creswell & Miller, 2000). Using this form, the researcher gathered
relevant information from the books in line with the research objectives.

Analysis of Data

In order to ensure the reliability of the research, the data sources were examined and analyzed by
another researcher. The reliability calculation of the research was based on the
agreement/disagreement between the researcher and the expert, using the formula proposed by
Miles & Huberman (1994): Reliability = Agreement / (Agreement + Disagreement). The reliability
of the research was calculated, and the ratio was found to be .75. This ratio being above 70%
indicates that the study is reliable (Miles & Huberman, 1994).

Another method used to establish the reliability of the research is to conduct the analysis of data
within a predetermined conceptual framework, as suggested by Lecompte & Goetz (1982) (Cited:
Yildirim & Simsek, 2011). In this study, all disasters considered as a "disaster” were included in
the research. The data was collected using a disaster data collection form developed by the
researcher. The data was both controlled and analyzed by both the researcher and another
researcher. This approach was employed to ensure the reliability of the research.

Frequency analysis was used to indicate the observation status and frequency of the obtained
data. The values were sorted from the largest to the smallest and presented in a table, showing
the occurrence of disasters in the illustrated children's books.
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RESULTS

In this section, the information obtained from the data sources of the research is presented
according to the sub-objectives of the study.

Table 1. Disasters processed in illustrated children's books

Name of the Book

Disaster Type in the Book

Publisher and Issue

Date
Oyuncak Moli Sallaniyor Earthquake MEB, 2021
Gezegenimiz Diinya Earthquake, Volcanos Tubitak 2021
Cok Kapan Tutun Earthquake MEB 2019
Benim Adim Deprem Earthquake Elma Yayinevi 2023
Bavulumdaki Kirik Fincan Flood Pearson 2022
Kii¢iik Kedi Mimi Earthquake Anneninokulu sitesi

2023

Kral Sakir afetten Korkma

Earthquake, Fire, Flood, Storm

Vizyon Basimevi

Esrarli Ada

Storm, Volcanos

Akvaryum yayinevi,
2010

Ela’nin Neseli Glinligi

Flood Mavi Kirpi, 2020
Sallanan Karinca Yuvasi Earthquake MEB, 2021
Bulutun Fidanlar1 Fire MEB, 2021
Sakac Tilki Fire Strateji Matbaa, 2020
Depremden Korkmuyorum Earthquake Alfa Basim Yayin, 2005
Bay Korku ve Bayan Uziintii Storm 2023
Sicak Glines Akilli C6l Drought Camlica Cocuk, 2016
Ne oluyor Tavsancik Earthquake -
Cihan Depremi Ogreniyor Earthquake Yeni Devir Matbaacilik,

2019

Ne yapsak da Dogal Afetlerle Basetsek

Storm, Tsunami, Fire, Volcano,
Earthquake

Tubitak, 2019

Durmayan Yagmur

Flood Mustu Yayinlari, 2010
Bademin Yolculugu Storm Kiiltiir Yayinlari, 2020
Yash diinyamiz ve Depremler Earthquake Timag Yayinlari, 2020
Yeni Birinin Balonu Earthquake -
Firtinalar Storm Beta Basim Yayin, 2021
Gokytizii Storm, Fire, Storm Cicek Kitaplar
Neseli Dere Flood MEB, 2021
Deprem Dersi Earthquake Kolektif, 2010

Table 1 presents the names of illustrated children's books addressing the topic of disasters, the
types of disasters depicted in the books, the names of the publishing houses, and the publication
dates of the books. The table shows that there are 26 children's books that address the topic of
disasters. These books cover various disaster types such as earthquake, volcano, flood, fire,
tornado, storm, landslide, drought, hurricane, and tsunami. The oldest published book among
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them is titled 'Depremden Korkmuyorum' (I'm Not Afraid of Earthquakes), published by Alfa
Publishing House in 2005, which deals with the earthquake topic. The most recently published
books are 'Kiigclik Kedi Mimi' (Little Cat Mimi) and 'Benim Adim Deprem' (My Name is
Earthquake), both published in 2023, which also focus on the earthquake topic.

Table 2. The frequency of disasters processed in illustrated children's books

Disaster Frequency
Earthquake 14

Storm (Hose, Hurricane) 7

Flood 5

Fire 5

Volcano Explosion 3

Drought 1

Tsunami 1

Table 2 presents the findings regarding the frequency of the disaster topics covered in illustrated
children's books. According to the obtained data, the most frequently covered disaster topic in
these books is "earthquake" (14 occurrences). It is followed by "storm" (7 occurrences), "flood"
(5 occurrences), "fire" (5 occurrences), "volcanic explosion” (3 occurrences), "drought” (1
occurrence), and "tsunami” (1 occurrence).

CONCLUSION and DISCUSSION

Studies indicate that around 1 billion children under the age of 15 are affected by earthquakes,
and more than 175 million children are impacted by crises caused by climate change. Due to their
physical, emotional, and cognitive developmental characteristics, children are vulnerable and in
need of protection from disasters and emergencies by adults (Masuda & Yamauchi, 2017;
Bosschaart, van der Schee, Kuiper, & Schoonenboom, 2016; Tuladhar, Yatabe, Bhandary, & Dahal,
2015).

Education is one of the fundamental building blocks that play a crucial role in shaping the future
of society. Education and teaching are processes carried out through programs, and instructional
materials are prepared based on these programs (Onal & Senyurt Topcu, 2013). Books are one of
the most commonly used educational materials. They have the power to entertain while
educating, allowing readers and listeners to experience and imagine events without actually living
through them (Sever, 2022; Dilidilizgiin, Karagoz & Geng, 2016). Children can access a wealth of
information about disasters by reading books specifically designed for them (Kitawa, 2016).
[llustrated children's books can prepare children for potential future disasters and provide them
with foresight about disasters (Meng & Munoz, 2016). Children are more vulnerable to disasters
compared to adults. Therefore, it is essential to educate children about disasters from an early age
and instill appropriate behaviors in them (Peek, 2008). Raising conscious children about disasters
is one of the most effective methods of education, and using interactive educational materials is a
crucial approach in this regard. Among these educational materials, books are highly preferred.
Considering that almost everyone is exposed to the threat of artificial or natural disasters today
(UNISDR, 2015), educating children about disasters is essential for the future of humanity. This
study aims to investigate the most frequently depicted disasters in illustrated children's books
and the frequency of their depiction. By focusing on children's books, the research aims to raise
awareness about disasters among children. Understanding which disasters are most frequently
depicted in children's books can help determine which disasters future adults, who are today's
children, are being informed about and gaining foresight on. Additionally, it can shed light on any
potential gaps or shortcomings in the representation of certain disasters. In this research, 50
illustrated children's books were examined, and 26 of them were included in the study. According
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to the findings from these books, the depicted disaster topics include earthquakes, volcanoes,
floods, fires, tornadoes, storms, landslides, droughts, hurricanes, and tsunamis. The oldest book
among these is "Depremden Korkmuyorum" (I'm Not Afraid of Earthquakes), published by Alfa
Publishing in 2005. It is observed that the most recently published books are "Kiiciik Kedi Mimi"
and "Benim Adim Deprem," both of which are earthquake-themed books published in 2023. The
findings regarding the frequency of disaster topics depicted in illustrated children's books are
presented. According to the obtained data, the most frequently depicted disaster topic in these
books is earthquakes (14). It is followed by storms (7), floods (5), fires (5), volcanic eruptions (3),
droughts (1), and tsunamis (1).

Based on the review of related studies, the following findings were obtained: Kog et al.'s research
conducted in 2020, which focused on disaster topics, performed content analysis of related
studies and revealed that earthquakes were the most frequently mentioned disaster type,
followed by floods and landslides. Similarly, studies conducted by Degirmencay and Cin (2016),
Karakus (2019), Dogan and Kog¢ (2017), and S6zen (2019) also predominantly focused on
earthquakes. The prioritization of earthquake-related research in this field can be attributed to
the fact that Turkey is a seismically active country with active fault lines. Following earthquakes,
floods, storms, and fires are the most common disasters depicted in the books. It is believed that
the frequent exposure of Turkey to floods and fires, similar to earthquakes, might influence the
frequency of their depiction in children's books.

According to the findings from the research, it is observed that drought and tsunami disasters are
the least addressed in children's picture books. It can be understood that the limited mention of
tsunami in children's books is reasonable, considering that tsunamis mostly occur in oceans, and
Turkey, being an inland country, has a low probability of experiencing such a disaster. However,
the fact that drought is one of the least addressed topics in children's picture books is concerning.
The global issue of climate change leading to drought should be given more attention in these
books. Children should be raised with awareness about drought from an early age and encouraged
to take actions to combat it.

One of the most effective ways to raise children's awareness about drought is to include this topic
more prominently in children's books. This research aligns with previous studies by Alim et al.
(2008), Dikmenli & Gafa (2017), and Akengin & Siier (2011), as it supports the significance of
highlighting the issue of drought in children's literature.

Based on the findings of this study, the following recommendations can be made:

1. Children's picture books aimed at early childhood should exhibit a more balanced
distribution of different types of disasters. These books should cover a wider range of
disasters to provide children with knowledge and foresight about various types of
emergencies.

2. Information about pre-disaster preparedness and post-disaster actions can be
incorporated into children's picture books to educate children about what to do before
and after a disaster occurs.

3. Institutions and organizations can support efforts to enhance disaster awareness in early
childhood by backing initiatives and projects in this area.

4. To make disaster-themed children's picture books more accessible to children, they
should be made readily available in preschools, libraries, and other child-oriented spaces.

5. This study was conducted by surveying preschools, libraries in Kahramanmaras province
and web sources. Further research on a larger scale and in different regions can be
undertaken to provide a more comprehensive understanding of the topic.

By implementing these recommendations, we can improve the content and availability of
children's picture books related to disasters, ultimately helping children become more informed
and prepared for various emergencies.
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