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VOCATIONAL EDUCATION PARADIGM OF THE KNOWLEDGE SOCIETY AND POTENTIAL 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE TURKISH ECONOMY 

 
ABSTRACT 

Knowledge society contains important changes in economic, technologic, social and cultural fields. These 
Vocational education in the knowledge society also gets 

their share of this change process and it is being redefined in many ways. In this process the skills of the labor 
force have been changed. In the acquisition of the necessary professional skills, "lifelong learning" especially 
has come to the forefront as an educational alternative. In Turkey as a developing country with a dynamic 
population, the needs of skilled labor forces can be met by vocational education. According to human capital 
theory, qualified vocational education increases the productivity of labor. The increase in labor productivity 
raises the production and income level. Thus, by means of vocational education, it can be obtained significant 
micro and macroeconomic contributions. In this study, the potential contributions of vocational education to 
the Turkish economy are discussed, especially vocational education in the knowledge society is examined 
within the framework of lifelong learning.  
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2- - matematikte, 4- bilim ve teknolojide temel yetkinlikler, 5- dijital yetkinlik, 6- -
ve sivil yetkinlikler, 8- :44). 



Electronic Journal of Vocational Colleges-

133

Kaynak:

Bilgi ekonomisi, merkezinde bilgi olan ve teknik bilgi (know-
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(1998)1

2013a: 55). Katz (1986)2 ulu

2013b: 86).
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10, ss. 209-228.
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-

-
Kaynak: Eurostat, Database, Database by Themes: Population and Social Conditions: Education and Training: 
Lifelong Learning  (http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/data/database

006- -

-
-

28,1 

lir. 

Tablo 2. 

Toplam Erkek
2007 2010 2007 2010 2007 2010

10-49 13,0 15,6 13,0 15,4 13,1 16,2
50-249 8,4 5,2 8,8 5,4 6,4 4,5
250+ 8,3 11,8 8,4 12,0 7,9 11,0
Toplam 18,0 26,8 17,9 26,9 18,7 26,5

Kaynak
(http://www.tuik.gov.tr/PreTablo.do?alt_id=1018)
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10-49 29,4 32,1 
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250+ 46,6 57,7 
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