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Arap Liberal Akiminin Dini Hiikiimlere Yaklagimi: Model Olarak Misir
Oz
Yirminci yiizyilin baslarinda birgok islam iilkesinde oldugu gibi bélge iilkelerinden olan Misir’da da
bagimsiz bir devlet kurma yolunda entelektiiel kimlik arayisi ortaya ¢ikmistir. Bunun sonucunda ise
Misir'da cesitli siyasi entelektiiel egilimler gériilmeye baslamistir. S6z konusu olan bu egilimlerden
Liberal diisiince, bu dénemde ortaya ¢ikan en onemli fikir akimlarindan biri olarak karsimiza
cikmaktadir. Yerlesik islam kiiltiiriiniin hakim oldugu diger iilkelerde oldugu gibi Misir’da da liberal
diistincenin en ¢ok mesgul oldugu alan hi¢ stiphesiz din alani olmustur. Bu minvalde liberal
diistiniirler, dine iliskin sGylemlerini, dinin kutsalligini koruyacak sekilde “vatandaslarin inang ve
fikirleri tizerinde baski kurulmadan inang Ozgiirligliniin giivence altina almmasi” seklinde
tanimlayarak inang dzglirliigiini sekiiler bir kiliga biiriindiirmeye gayret etmislerdir. Ayrica ictihat
konusunun devlet ve din adamlarinin tekelinden kurtarilarak reformist ve entelektiiel bir kimlige
sahip olan herkes i¢in acik olmas icin ¢aba sarf etmislerdir. Bunun yan sira dzgiirliik¢ii ve sivil bir
yOnetimin kurulmas: gerekliligine vurgu yapmislardir. Bu baglamda ¢alismada, Arap liberal akimin
dini sdylem yaklasimmnin derinliklerini ortaya ¢ikarmaya amaglanmistir. Bu amag dogrultusunda
calismamizda modern Arap diisiincesinde yeni fikirlerin besigi ve diger Arap iilkelerine yayilmasi
noktasinda biiyiik bir 6neme sahip olan Misir 5zelinde liberal akim ve dine bakis acis1 ayrintili bir
sekilde ele alinmistir. Calismamiz bu baglamda liberal diisiince akimmnin dine bakis agisini tig
bolimde ele almaktadir. Birinci bsliimde liberal akimin 6ncelikle diinyada ve ardindan Misir'da
ortaya cikistyla ilgili tarihsel bir degerlendirme yapilmustir. ikinci béliimde ise Misir’da liberalizmin
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ortaya c¢ikisindan itibaren sahip oldugu dini sdylem ile éne ¢ikan liberal diisiiniirlerin goriisleri
cergevesinde akiminin vizyonu agiklanmaya ¢alisilmistir. Son olarak tigiincii béliim ise elde ettigimiz
veriler 1s181nda liberalizmin Misir’daki gelecegine iliskin bir degerlendirme yapilmustir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Liberalizm, Misir, Vefd Partisi, Yarin Partisi, Abbas Mahmud El-Akkad.

The Arab Liberal Current’s Approach to Religious Rulings: Egypt as a Model

Abstract

During the early twentieth century, there was a significant pursuit of intellectual identity within the
Islamic world, with a particular focus on Egypt, as it sought to establish itself as an independent state.
In the present context, liberal thinking can be seen as a significant intellectual trend that has
surfaced within the region. Throughout Egypt's history, intellectuals inclined towards liberalism
have consistently called for safeguards to ensure the freedom to hold and express diverse religious
beliefs. Furthermore, they called for the lifting of the "state guardianship" or the "clerical
guardianship" over religion so that anyone with an academic qualification and the ability to carry
out ijtihad would be able to do so. Taking into account the importance of this movement in terms of
politics and history, this paper attempts to examine the depths of the approach to religious discourse
that has developed within the Arab liberal movement. By using the Egyptian branch of the Arab
liberal movement as a model, we can see a generalizing effect on the view of the Arab liberal
movement as a whole when it comes to religion because Egypt is a beacon of ideas spreading across
the Arab continent. In this context, Egyptian intellectuals of liberal persuasion adopt a secular
framework while discussing matters pertaining to religion. While acknowledging the sacred nature
of religion, these sources argue that religion does not operate as a mechanism for imposing the views
or ideologies of individuals. This study examines the perspective of the liberal movement on religion,
focusing on three distinct aspects. One of the primary focuses is a historical examination of the
factors that contributed to the rise and dissemination of the liberal movement within the context of
Egypt. The utilisation of religious discourse has been employed since the inception of the liberal
movement in Egypt, influenced by the perspectives of notable liberal intellectuals in the country.
The future of the liberal movement in Egypt is a topic of significant interest and importance.

Key Words: Liberalism, Egypt, Wafd Party, Tomorrow Party, Abbas Mahmud El-Akkad.

Extended Abstract

The orientation of the liberal movement towards religious decisions and regulations has garnered
increased curiosity, particularly in light of Egypt's transition into a new historical phase following the
January 25, 2011 revolution. This phase is marked by the readiness of various Egyptian political
movements to engage in political competition within the context of a democratic process, aiming to
secure the presidency and representation in the People's Assembly. These positions grant them
executive and legislative powers, allowing them to enact and enforce laws in alignment with their
respective ideologies and principles. The liberal movement, akin to other social movements, seeks to
engage in this sphere by posing the following inquiry: What is the ideological stance of the liberal
movement in relation to religious edicts and legal frameworks?

This study employs an inductive approach to examine the discourses, ideas, and press statements of
influential figures within the liberal movement. The aim is to investigate their perspectives on religious
rulings, encompassing Islam, Christianity, and other religions. The findings of this research are
subsequently situated within a theoretical framework to arrive at a conclusive analysis. It was deliberate
in choosing Egyptian liberal figures from different historical stages to come up with the best result that
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summarizes the Egyptian liberal movement’s approach to religion in light of the changes and
circumstances that have occurred in Egypt. By observing the liberal approach according to
circumstances and variables, it is possible to come to a more realistic conclusion about this approach to
religion or religious rulings which was an essential element in the cultural, societal and political debate
when any important change or turning point occurred in the history of Egypt.

The present study seeks to investigate the inclination of the Egyptian liberal movement towards legal
rulings and religion. This will be achieved by examining the conceptual and theoretical foundation of
liberal thought, exploring the origins of this movement in Egypt, and subsequently analysing the political
activities of the Egyptian liberal movement. Additionally, the study will scrutinise the viewpoints and
perspectives of prominent figures within this movement, including Ahmed Lutfy Alsayyid, Galal Amin,
Said Alnagar, and Amr Hamzawy. The ultimate objective is to ascertain the prevailing orientation of the
movement towards religion. The significance of the topic addressed in this study stems from the limited
research and studies conducted on the orientation of the liberal current towards legal rulings and their
impact on societal and political trajectories, despite its significant historical significance in the initial
democratic experiment spanning from 1923 to 1952.

The significance of this study is derived from its examination of the historical significance of the liberal
movement's contribution to the development of the initial Egyptian constitution in 1923. This
constitution continues to exert its influence on Egypt's constitutional and legal frameworks, despite the
prevailing democratic decline in the country. Moreover, the significance of this study stems from the
current existence of the liberal movement in Egypt and its advocacy for the implementation of Western
democratic principles within the country. By conducting this study, it becomes feasible to comprehend
the degree of compatibility between the ideas propagated by the liberal movement and the overall
intellectual framework embraced by Egyptian society. Throughout history, the liberal movement in
Egypt has significantly contributed to the adoption of democratic governance and the fundamental
principles of secular governance. The movement persisted in advocating for this mode of governance
throughout the reign of Gamal Abdel Nasser, widely regarded as the most autocratic ruler in Egyptian
history. Their support for this form of governance endured during the period of liberalisation
implemented by President Mohamed Anwar Sadat and his successors, including President Mohamed
Hosni Mubarak. Following the 2011 revolution, there was a discernible manifestation of their influence.
The historical significance of the liberal movement necessitates an examination of its perspective on
religious decrees. Egypt is widely recognised as a prominent centre of scientific production within the
Arab world, and its scientific achievements serve as a model for emulation throughout the region. Hence,
the Egyptian liberal movement was selected as a paradigm for the liberal movement across the Arab
region. Within the given framework, the study prompts two inquiries: What is the stance of the liberal
movement regarding religious decisions and laws? To what degree is Egyptian society capable of
embracing liberal ideologies? In order to address the aforementioned inquiries, the investigation
employed an inductive methodology, which endeavours to analyse the concepts, discourses, and
patterns within the liberal movement with the aim of formulating a conclusion that can be situated
within a theoretical framework.
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